Structure of national veterinary Services of OIE Member COUNTRIES of the OIE Regional Commission FOR Europe
Suzdal, Russia, 12-14 September 2005

Recommendation

CONSIDERING 

The unanimous adoption by all OIE Member Countries of the IV Strategic Plan for 2005-2010, which includes as a priority the promotion of Veterinary Services world-wide as a key factor for reaching the OIE objectives for the benefit of the society,
The need for the structure and organisation of Veterinary Services to take into account efficiency and cost effective public investments,
The need to improve the structure of national Veterinary Services through investments by national governments, in order to fulfil the interest of consumers with regard to food chain safety,
The need to improve early detection, rapid response mechanisms, information exchanges and cooperative response mechanisms, at both national and international levels, in order to control outbreaks before national and international spread, thus avoiding epizootics and human pandemics, 
The need to improve cooperation of Veterinary Services world-wide with the support of the OIE through a harmonised structure and organisation of Veterinary Services and taking into account both national arrangements and OIE international standards recognised by the WTO,
That the recognition of the compliance of national Veterinary with the quality OIE standards , by an independent international body, would improve confidence between OIE Member Countries and avoid the need for bilateral assessments,
That an integrated approach to sanitary risk throughout the production chain for animal products, ‘from stable to table’ has become indispensable, notably within the context of international trade,
The need to establish a clear ‘from stable to table’ control system, to ensure better and safer food products of animal origin and the increasing information required by the consumers,
That the structure and organisation of the Veterinary Services and other services involved need to be adapted to modern food safety approaches,
That sanitary risk extends well beyond national borders, and the cost of sanitary crises is out of all proportion to the cost of preventing them,
That the World Bank notably recognises the surveillance and early warning activities of the Veterinary Services as an International Public Good, and thus in the interest of the international community as a whole,
The participants of the OIE SEMINAR ON THE STRUCTURE OF NATIONAL VETERINARY SERVICES recommend:
A. THAT THE OIE:

1. In association with the other relevant international organisations, continue its action to convince national and international policy decision-makers to view the work of the Veterinary Services as an International Public Good and, as a consequence, to grant them the resources they need in order to comply with the OIE standards.

2. Provide OIE Member Countries with the necessary technical assistance and guidance to enable them to implement the OIE standards in this field.

3. Establish a new voluntary procedure for the evaluation of compliance of the quality of the Veterinary Services of OIE Member Countries with the requirements of the OIE Code, possibly involving an independent international body, under the auspices of the OIE and its international Committee (General Session of national Delegates). 

B. THAT THE MEMBER COUNTRIES:

4. As a minimum, consider the implementation of the provisions of Chapter 1.3.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code relating to the quality and evaluation of the Veterinary Services as a priority.

5. Ensure that the organisation of public services provides continuity of sanitary controls throughout the food production chain, considering that the ‘from the farm to the consumer’ approach is a golden standard.

6. If they do not ensure this continuity themselves, set up effective coordination structures to achieve this outcome.

7. Ensure the compliance with the OIE standards of Veterinary Services’ organisation, financing and statutory powers.

8. Ensure that the organisation of public services provides a national chain of command, under the authority or coordination of Veterinary Services, including the management of animal health zoonoses and veterinary public health.
9. Consider the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of managing all relevant missions of Veterinary Services within one competence authority.

10. Put in place all the necessary measures to maintain or develop a network of veterinary practitioners to assure an efficient on-farm sanitary surveillance, to combat any emerging or re-emerging animal health problem.

11. Encourage and implement risk communication relating to animal health and public health risk and the management of these by the Veterinary Services, particularly to the consumers.

12. Nominate the Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) as the national Delegate to the OIE (as all animal health and public crises are now managed at international level, and at national level, without delay) and involve the CVO in the political decision-making process.

