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MEETING ON HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA (HPAI) IN EUROPE
OIE Headquarters, Paris, 27-28 February 2006 
______

Introduction

1.
At the request of the OIE Delegates of Germany and Russia supported by the European Commission, a meeting on highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in Europe was held at the OIE Headquarters, Paris, France on 27 and 28 February 2006.
2.
A total of 80 participants, comprising OIE Delegates, and/or nominees of 36 Member Countries and 6 Observer countries and representatives from 7 regional and international organisations attended the meeting.  
3.
The Agenda and list of participants are presented as Appendices I and II.

Opening Ceremony 
4. Prof. Nikola T. Belev, President of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and Regional Representative of the OIE for Eastern Europe, welcomed the participants. He spoke on the important link between animal and human diseases and the role being played by the OIE and the FAO at national, regional and global levels in controlling those diseases. He also thanked the European Union and the World Bank for their collaboration including their financial support in the fight against HPAI.

5. The OIE Director General, Dr Bernard Vallat, welcomed the participants on behalf of the OIE. He pointed out that this special meeting was being organised following requests from Germany and Russia with the support of the European Commission. He outlined that although this special meeting was destined to discuss HPAI in Europe, several countries bordering the continent have also been invited as diseases know no boundaries. Dr Vallat stated that disease control cannot be undertaken in isolation but requires coordinated actions on behalf of all stakeholders and that explains the collaboration between the OIE and the FAO in the organisation of the meeting. He also welcomed the presence of WHO in order to facilitate discussions on the animal-human interface as HPAI is a zoonosis and has the potential to trigger a human pandemic. Dr Vallat pointed out that the meeting would stress on the importance of having harmonised policies regarding HPAI control in Europe, the relevance of OIE standards in facilitating trade of poultry and poultry products and the use of vaccination in the control of HPAI, the latter topic having been included following a special request from Russia. He added that the meeting would also discuss the implications of the decisions made during the international conference on animal and human influenza held in Beijing, People’s Republic of China in January 2006. The Beijing meeting stressed that priority should be given to support Veterinary Services (VS) of developing and in transition countries particularly as regards compliance of VS with OIE standards on the quality of VS as well as improved governance on the prevention and control of  animal diseases.. Finally he recalled that the World Bank and several other key donors are increasingly supporting the concepts proposed by the OIE with the support of FAO and they consider that activities of VS be as an ‘International Public Good’.   
6. The OIE Delegate of Russia, Dr A. Nepoklonov, congratulated the OIE for having organised the meeting within such a short time. After outlining the threat posed by HPAI, he suggested that the meeting adopt recommendations on harmonised policies regarding trade, control of HPAI and the implementation of a global monitoring network in order to improve transparency on disease reporting and control. 

7. 
8. Dr Ulrich Herzog, representing the presidency of the European Commission, thanked the OIE for the organisation of the meeting. He stated that Austria was assuming the presidency of the European Commission for the first half of 2006 and in this capacity, Austria had recently organised a meeting of Health Ministers to better explain the public health implications of HPAI in order to avoid unnecessary panic. He also welcomed the move of the OIE to invite European neighbours to this meeting to ensure a broader cooperation on animal and public health policies.

9. Dr Alberto Leddomada, representative of the European Commission, expressed the concern of the Commission over the rapid spread of H5N1 infection in Europe; pointing out that eight Member States were already infected. He described the high state of alertness being exercised by Member States but underlined the importance of international solidarity and a global strategy in order to control the disease. He stated that following the Beijing conference, the OIE would have an important role in assessing Veterinary Services and other country requirements.
10. Dr Joseph Domenech, Chief Veterinary Officer of FAO, summarised the evolution of HPAI and the actions and initiatives taken by the FAO in collaboration with the OIE to arrest the spread of the disease. He, however, deplored the fact that OIE and FAO recommendations had not been properly followed and this has considerably increased the current costs involved in HPAI prevention and control worldwide. He stressed on international partnerships and the necessity for emergency preparedness plans and appropriate funding. 
Keynote lecture

11. Dr Ilaria Capua of the OIE/FAO Reference Laboratory for avian influenza and Chairman of the OIE/FAO network of expertise on avian influenza (OFFLU) presented the keynote lecture on the avian influenza threat to Europe. She stated that avian influenza infections caused by viruses of the H5N1 subtype are considered as a global threat for reasons of economy and for their pandemic potential. AI is a disease of animals, and in order to minimise the global threat it poses, it must be controlled at source. It is therefore imperative that the veterinary community acknowledge that it has a pivotal role in the global AI crisis and that it invests in supporting the management of this disease at an international level. The starting point is that coordinated and harmonised investments in knowledge be carried out, particularly in developing countries that are currently infected or that are at risk of infection. This must be coupled with diagnostic support to those that are unable to generate diagnostic data in a timely manner. Due to the lack of knowledge on the behaviour of this infection, it is also important to increase current knowledge on the pathogenetic aspects as the virus encounters and infects new species. 

12. Dr Capua insisted that control of HPAI must be addressed, bearing in mind that a “universal solution” for the control of AI infections does not exist, but that a tailored approach must be developed by each country on the basis of the characteristics of the poultry industry and of the goals that can be reasonably achieved. The tools of biosecurity and vaccination should be used in a flexible manner to maximise the outcome of the control effort. Monitoring of AI infections in wild birds and poultry is crucial to generate more information on this infection which modifies its characteristics as it encounters new hosts and ecosystems. 
13. Finally, Dr Capua stressed the importance of making available to the scientific community, the genetic data obtained from recent isolates as they contain valuable information which can improve existing knowledge on the ecology, epidemiology, prevention and pandemic potential of this infection. 

Technical Session I-Update on highly pathogenic avian influenza in Europe
14. Dr A. Nepoklonov, OIE Delegate of Russia, presented the HPAI situation in Russia including the monitoring of the infection in wild birds and domestic birds. No vaccination is being currently carried out in the country but a vaccination strategy is being envisaged. A compensation scheme for farmers is operational in Russia.
15. Dr I. Bisyuk, OIE Delegate of Ukraine, spoke on the measures that have been or are being applied in his country to control HPAI, stressing that the aim is to eliminate the virus at its animal source. Measures applied include stamping out in commercial and backyard farms. He stated that the country may have to resort to a vaccination strategy depending on the evolution of the situation. He also acknowledged the contribution of Dr Belev and the OFFLU team for the advice provided to the veterinary authorities of Ukraine.

15.
Dr H. Sungur, Director General of Veterinary Services of Turkey, described the outbreaks of HPAI in Turkey underlining the importance of poultry which provides income to over two million people. The total number of birds culled during the outbreaks exceeded 15 million. Major measures taken to control the disease include: activation of the National Disease Crisis Centre and the Local Disease Crisis Centres; zoning; compensated culling and disposal of susceptible animals within the protection zone and suspect areas; strict control of the movements of live poultry and poultry products and ban on the hunting of wild birds throughout the country. 
16.
Dr G. Predoi OIE Delegate of Romania described the outbreaks of HPAI in Romania where outbreaks occurred only in small backyard farms although the infection was also recorded in wild birds. Romania applied a partial stamping out in cases of single and isolated outbreaks but in the majority of cases, total stamping out followed by disinfection was implemented. A surveillance programme in line with the national preparedness programme is in progress.
17.
Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Forestry of Bulgaria Dr Nihat Kabil, congratulated the OIE for having organised this conference and stressed the importance of harmonised actions in the region to better control animal diseases.
Technical Session II-Activities of the OIE and partners
18.
Dr Bernard Vallat, OIE Director General, highlighted the OIE global and regional strategy for HPAI control elaborated in close cooperation with FAO. At the global level, a coordination mechanism is being managed by the OIE and the World Bank with the participation of the FAO, the WHO, interested funding agencies, and representatives of world federations, of agri-food industries and insurance sectors. The priority actions include the promotion of the FAO/OIE strategic plan on the control of HPAI and the evaluation of Veterinary Services by OIE with the support of FAO. Responsibility at the regional level will include the promotion of the relevant governance models, capacity building programmes as well as technical support for the preparation of projects aimed at bringing the national Veterinary Services of countries of the region into line with the OIE international standards on quality of Veterinary Services. The OIE and FAO, under the umbrella of the Regional Steering Committee of GF-TADs chaired by the European Commission, will also create joint OIE/FAO Regional Animal Health Centres to provide Member Countries with technical support and evaluate national projects, backed up where necessary by OIE Collaborating Centres and external consultants.
19.
Dr Christianne Bruschke, Project Officer in the OIE Scientific and Technical Department, presented an update on OFFLU. After reviewing the historical background of the Network, she pointed out the salient changes that have occurred since. These include:

· The choice of  scientific collaborators from a wider environment

· Finalisation of the Terms of reference for the Material Transfer Agreement
· Activation of the collection of strains for further analysis

· Sending of OFFLU experts to countries in need of technical assistance.

The main constraints of OFFLU remain the reluctance of some countries/laboratories to share virus strains. Additional resources for the support of the Secretariat despatch of specimens to Reference Laboratories and experts to affected countries are also essential.
20.
Dr I. Brown from the EU/OIE/FAO Reference Laboratory for avian influenza, Veterinary Laboratories Agency, Weybridge, United Kingdom, presented the insights to the epidemiology of H5N1 in Europe. Observations made on molecular studies carried out on viruses and clinical materials received from 14 countries, indicate a high similarity between the viruses in Europe and those isolated from Eastern Asia. Dr Brown also discussed the relevance of wild birds and poultry movements in the spread of the disease pointing out that it is possible that some wild birds are more susceptible than others.
21.
Dr David Wilson, Head of the OIE International Trade Department made a presentation on avian influenza according to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code and its impact on trade in poultry and poultry products. He described the changes that have been brought to the Code Chapter on HPAI. These changes have been discussed and approved by appropriate experts the aim being to facilitate trade in poultry and poultry products without taking undue risks.    
22.
Dr Karim Ben Jebara, Head of the OIE Animal Health Information Department, presented the conditions for notification of avian influenza to the OIE. He stressed the need for having reliable and timely information on changes in the epidemiological situation in wild birds and domestic poultry, while trying to avoid at the same time unjustified trade barriers due to the isolation of HPAI virus in wild birds only. The principle of reciprocity by Member Countries should also be respected in order to avoid unnecessary over- reactions.
23.
Dr Joseph Domenech, Chief Veterinary Officer of the FAO, discussed the role of wild birds in the spread of HPAI. He described the known migratory pathways underlining that the migration of wild birds varies according to species, age, sex and climate. He stated that wild birds cannot be held totally responsible for the spread of HPAI and that uncontrolled trade from Asia or Turkey could also play an important role. He added that several key questions such as the actual species involved and the importance of interspecies infections still remain to be solved. He concluded that HPAI was an international crisis requiring an international response but that an efficient veterinary service working in close collaboration with the private sector remains an essential tool in the fight against HPAI and other animal diseases.

24.
Dr Alberto Laddomada from DG Health and Consumer Protection of the European Commission, Brussels, stated that a comprehensive set of harmonised legislation is in place in the European Union in animal health and food safety areas. The legislation on avian influenza establishes rules on disease prevention, surveillance, reporting and control, trade in live birds and their products and for compensation of farmers in case of disease outbreaks. He described the network of national laboratories co-ordinated by the Community Reference Laboratory in Weybridge to ensure a harmonised system for disease diagnosis and adequate technical support to the Member States. Dr Laddomada pointed out that the basic Council Directive 92/40/EEC on the control of avian influenza has been recently replaced by the new Council Directive 2005/94/EC, which is in line with the new Chapter of the OIE Code on avian influenza. However, further Community measures have been adopted by the European Commission to tackle the current threat posed by the HPAI H5N1 virus, in the framework of the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health, to which veterinary experts from all Member States take part. The additional measures taken concern restrictions on imports in poultry and live birds and their products, enhanced surveillance in poultry and wild birds, on-farm biosecurity, vaccination and regionalisation. Finally, Dr Laddomada added that HPAI H5N1 “Asian strain” has recently occurred in wild birds in several EU Member States. The measures enforced are aimed at preventing virus introduction in poultry farms and at its swift containment should an outbreak occur, thus reducing the risks for both animal and public health.

             Funding for HPAI control in Europe and neighbouring countries and collaboration with international organisations

25.
Dr B.Vallat summarised the outcome of the Beijing Conference on avian and human influenza held in January 2006. The main goal of the Conference was to confirm the technical strategies adopted during the joint OIE/FAO/WHO/World Bank Conference held in November 2005 in Geneva, Switzerland and to confirm pledges from potential donors. More than 700 participants coming from 100 countries including Heads of States/Governments, Representatives of International and Regional Organisations, Representatives of donor and recipient countries and some 20 OIE Delegates attended the conference. A sum of 1.9 billion US dollars has been pledged of which about 900 million dollars will be in the form of grants. Approximately half of the grant and loan resources will be destined to Veterinary Services (VS). Some donors such as Japan and France have already specifically mentioned the sums to be granted to the OIE and its Member Countries for the implementation of global and regional specific activities in the prevention and control of avian influenza. Additional funds will be provided to the OIE and Member Countries by other donors after finalisation of specific projects.

Recommendation

26.
The Meeting discussed and adopted a recommendation which is presented in Appendix III in tree languages.
_______________
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Appendix III
Meeting on highly pathogenic avian influenza in Europe

OIE Headquarters, Paris, France, 27-28 February 2006

__________
Original: English

Recommendation 

Control of avian influenza in Europe
CONSIDERING THAT

The highly pathogenic H5N1 strain of avian influenza virus is already widespread in several countries of Europe,

The transmission of the H5N1 virus over long distances by migratory birds is possible and the infection has already spread to domestic poultry in several countries,

The spread of the infection to domestic poultry in other European and neighbouring countries is highly likely and may be potentiated by the arrival in Europe of possibly infected birds from Africa and the Middle East,

Avian influenza will have a considerable negative impact on the rural economies of certain European countries, on increasing poverty and on the trade of poultry and poultry products;

All countries of the world should be supported by international community to be able to control the virus irrespective of their national economies as only one defaulting country can seriously endanger the rest of the planet;

Veterinary Services (VS) in all countries of the world are on the front line for the policies relating to the prevention and control of animal diseases; 

The efficacy of VS is particularly linked to compliance with OIE standards adopted democratically by all Member Countries; 

The Performance, Vision, Strategy (PVS) tool elaborated by the OIE with assistance from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture can be used to asses the degree of that compliance;

The FAO/OIE framework GF-TADs (global framework for the control of trans-boundary animal diseases) gives the possibility to coordinate and put in place the prevention and control programmes for trans-boundary animal diseases;

The prevention and control strategies of avian influenza in animals are defined by each country in agreement with the global strategy published by OIE and FAO, in collaboration with WHO, as adopted during the Geneva and Beijing Conferences.

The international community has during the Beijing Conference, made a commitment to support the VS of 140 developing and in transition countries at risk by using particularly OIE standards and considerations of OIE and FAO, to determine priority areas for improving VS for which funding will be provided to countries that so request;

It is particularly recommended that Member Countries adopt appropriate veterinary legislation and put in place an efficient organisation and provide adequate resources to VS to correctly apply that legislation;

These standards also insist upon a sanitary policy based on a chain of command permitting an upward flow of information from the field to the top and instructions from the top to the base while ensuring adequate budgetary resources necessary for the effective application of veterinary legislations;

The contents of the national investment programmes of developing or in transition countries will be particularly based on the results obtained from the evaluation of VS carried out on a voluntary basis under the responsibility of the  OIE/ FAO Quality centres for animal health, hosted by the regional offices of OIE.

The evaluation of the veterinary services will be performed under the auspices of the OIE in collaboration with FAO and the donors concerned.

The H5N1 virus may mutate or reassort and become transmissible from man to man generating a major public health problem at global level; The best way to avoid this evolution is to combat the virus at its animal source;

The Meeting on highly pathogenic avian influenza in Europe RECOMMENDS THAT

1. All Member Countries of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe endorse the declaration of the Beijing conference related to veterinary measures to be taken for the control of avian influenza.

2. All Member Countries of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe prepare emergency plans in line with international standards, guidelines and recommendations, in particular these of FAO and OIE

3. These emergency plans include, new legislations and regulations enabling the constitution of a national chain of command, a mechanism for compensation for poultry owners and if necessary an appropriate strategic stock of vaccines directed against the H5N1 strain accompanied by relevant vaccination materials.

4. In certain countries or situations at risk where early warning, early detection, confinement and stamping out control measures are not sufficient to limit the spread of the virus and in case of specific situations at high risk, a vaccination strategy in line with OIE/FAO recommendations can be applied.

5. VS must be on the front line of avian flu prevention and control

6. Countries which so wish, prepare investment dossiers relating to strengthening of VS taking as objective, compliance with OIE standards on the quality of VS.

7. Deficiencies in standards be determined by evaluations carried out on a voluntary basis under the auspices of the OIE and with the support of FAO and donors using the PVS tool which will also be regarded as a development tool by Member Countries.

8. Requests for financing addressed to governments and donors be established whenever necessary taking into account the deficiencies in the standards noted during the evaluations carried out using the PVS tool in accordance with the position of donors during the Beijing conference in January 2006.

9. The strategies on avian influenza prevention and control be set up taking into consideration the international and regional mechanisms under the auspices of the OIE, FAO and the EC.

10. The FAO/OIE GF-TADS Agreement for Europe be implemented without delay.

11. A regional OIE/FAO health centre to be hosted by the OIE Regional Representation as defined during the Beijing conference be urgently created in Europe in order to particularly support countries to control avian influenza in very close collaboration with the EC.

12. Funds pledged for avian influenza control in animals during the Beijing conference by donors including the EC, be allocated at global, regional and national levels.

13. Non EU Member Countries of Eastern Europe located on the borders of other continents be considered as front line defenders and supported on request by other countries, World Bank and the EC for controlling animal diseases in the field of quality of VS, diagnostic capabilities, vaccine production and veterinary infrastructure.

14. Findings of the highly pathogenic H5N1 in wild birds do not lead countries to adopt trade restrictions in poultry and poultry products according to the standards of the OIE terrestrial Code.

15. Countries report to the OIE on their findings of the highly pathogenic H5N1 in wild birds and on the measures taken to prevent transmission of disease to domestic birds. OIE will propose to member countries new articles on the Terrestrial Code for notification on AI in wildlife.

16. The OIE will complete the work on the guidelines on surveillance of wild birds in collaboration with FAO, including the role of species such as pigeons.

17.  The OIE evaluates the current chapter for veterinary vaccine production and develops guidelines for the implementation and management of avian influenza vaccination programs. These guidelines will be discussed again during a OIE/FAO/EC worldwide conference on AI vaccines in 2006. Other potential donors are invited to support and to participate in this conference

18. The OIE regional commission for Europe encourages the set up of an AI reference laboratory in Vladimir Russia. The EC is requested to support this project. 

19. The current recommendation will be presented for adoption at the next OIE Regional Conference for Europe as well as to donors that have made funding commitments during the Beijing conference.

Appendix III

Réunion sur l’influenza aviaire hautement pathogène en Europe
Bureau Central de l’OIE, Paris, France, 27-28 février 2006
__________
Original : Anglais

Recommandation 

Lutte contre l’influenza aviaire en Europe

CONSIDERANT QUE

La souche H5N1 hautement pathogène de l’influenza aviaire s’est déjà largement répandue dans plusieurs pays d’Europe;

La transmission du virus H5N1 sur de longues distances par les oiseaux migrateurs est possible et que l’infection s’est propagée à la volaille domestique dans plusieurs pays ;

La propagation de l’infection à la volaille domestique dans d’autres pays européens et voisins est hautement probable et peut s’aggraver du fait de l’arrivée en Europe d’oiseaux éventuellement infectés en Afrique ou au Moyen-Orient ;

L’influenza aviaire aura un impact négatif considérable sur l’économie rurale de certains pays Européens, en accroissant la pauvreté et en nuisant au commerce de la volaille et de ses produits ;

Tous les pays du monde devraient être soutenus par la communauté internationale pour être en mesure de contrôler le virus quelle que soit la situation de leur économie nationale car un seul pays défaillant met en danger le reste de la planète,

Les Services Vétérinaires (SV) dans tous les pays du monde sont en première ligne concernant les politiques de prévention et de contrôle des maladies animales,

L’efficacité des SV est notamment liée à leur conformité aux normes de l’OIE, adoptées démocratiquement par tous les Pays Membres,

L’outil Performance, Vision, Stratégie (PVS) élaboré par l’OIE avec le soutien de l’Institut Inter-Américain pour la Coopération en Agriculture (IICA) peut être utilisé pour évaluer le degré de cette conformité,

Le programme FAO/OIE GF-TADS (Programme global pour le contrôle progressif des maladies animales transfrontalières) donne la possibilité de coordonner et de mettre en place des programmes de prévention et de lutte contre les maladies animales transfrontalières ;

Les stratégies de prévention et de contrôle de l’influenza aviaire chez les animaux sont définies par chaque pays en accord avec la stratégie globale publiée par l’OIE et la FAO, en collaboration avec l’OMS, comme adopté pendant les conférences de Genève et de Pékin ;

La communauté internationale s’est engagée à appuyer les SV de 140 pays à risque, en développement ou en transition, lors de la Conférence de Pékin, notamment en utilisant les normes de l’OIE et les considérations de l’OIE et de la FAO pour évaluer les domaines prioritaires pour lesquels des aides seront attribuées aux pays qui le demanderaient,

Il est notamment recommandé que les Pays Membres adoptent une législation appropriée et disposent de l’organisation et des ressources nécessaires pour appliquer correctement cette législation,

Ces normes préconisent également une gouvernance sanitaire reposant sur une chaîne de commande nationale permettant une remontée directe des informations du terrain au sommet et des instructions du sommet vers la base, ainsi que la disponibilité des ressources budgétaires nécessaires pour appliquer efficacement les législations sanitaires,

Le contenu des programmes nationaux d’investissement se basera notamment sur les résultats de l’évaluation normative des SV qui sera effectuée sur une base volontaire sous la responsabilité des centres de qualité OIE/FAO pour la santé animale, hébergés par les bureaux régionaux de l’OIE,

L’évaluation des SV sera réalisée sous les auspices de l’OIE en collaboration avec la FAO et les bailleurs concernés.

Le virus H5N1 pourrait muter ou se réassortir et devenir transmissible d’homme à homme, générant ainsi un problème majeur de santé publique au niveau mondial . La meilleure façon d’éviter cette évolution est de combattre le virus à sa source animale,

RECOMMANDE QUE
1. Tous les Pays Membres de la Commission régionale de l’OIE pour l’Europe adoptent la déclaration de la conférence de Pékin concernant les mesures de lutte contre l’influenza aviaire.

2. Tous les Pays Membres de la Commission régionale de l’OIE pour l’Europe préparent des plans d’urgence s’appuyant sur les normes, les lignes directrices et les recommandations internationales, notamment ceux de la FAO et de l’OIE.

3. Ces plans d’urgence comportent de nouvelles dispositions législatives et réglementaires permettant de constituer une chaîne nationale de commande, un mécanisme de compensation pour les propriétaires de volailles et si nécessaire un stock stratégique approprié de vaccins dirigés contre la souche asiatique H5N1 accompagné du matériel de vaccination approprié.

4. Dans certains pays ou certaines situations à risque où les mesures de contrôle telles que alerte précoce, détection précoce, confinement et abattage ne sont pas suffisantes pour limiter la propagation du virus, et en cas de situation spécifique à haut risque, une stratégie de vaccination conforme aux recommandations OIE/FAO peut être adoptée.

5. Les VS doivent être en première ligne pour prévenir et lutter contre la grippe aviaire.

6. Les pays qui le souhaitent élaborent des dossiers d’investissement pour renforcer leurs SV en prenant comme objectif la mise en conformité de la qualité des SV aux normes de l’OIE.

7. Les écarts normatifs soient déterminés par des évaluations réalisées sur une base volontaire sous les auspices de l’OIE en utilisant l’outil PVS, qui sera également considéré comme un outil de développement par les Pays Membres.

8. Les demandes de financement formulées à l’égard des Gouvernements et des bailleurs de fonds s’appuient lorsque nécessaire sur les écarts normatifs constatés lors des évaluations utilisant l’outil PVS, conformément à la position des donateurs adoptée lors de la Conférence de Pékin en janvier 2006.

9. La lutte contre l’influenza aviaire s’établisse en s’appuyant sur les mécanismes de coordination mondiaux et régionaux sous les auspices de l’OIE, la FAO et la CE.

10. L’accord FAO/OIE GF-TADs pour l’Europe soit mis en application sans tarder.

11. Un centre régional de santé animale OIE/FAO basé à la Représentation Régionale de l’OIE comme défini lors de la conférence de Pékin soit créé en urgence en Europe, afin notamment d’appuyer les pays pour prévenir et lutter contre l’influenza aviaire en collaboration très étroite avec la CE.

12. Les fonds promis par les bailleurs de fonds, dont la CE, pendant la conférence de Pékin pour lutter contre l’influenza aviaire chez les animaux soient alloués aux niveaux mondial, régional et national.

13. Les pays d’Europe de l’Est non membres de l’UE, situés aux frontières des autres continents soient considérés comme des lignes de front défensives et soutenus à leur demande par les autres pays, la Banque Mondiale et la CE dans leur lutte contre les maladies animales, dans le domaine de la qualité des SV, des capacités de diagnostic, de la production de vaccins et des infrastructures vétérinaires. 

14. La découverte de l’H5N1 hautement pathogène chez les oiseaux sauvages ne doit pas conduire les pays à adopter des restrictions commerciales sur la volaille et les produits volaillers conformément aux normes du Code terrestre de l’OIE

15. Les pays fassent un rapport à l’OIE sur leur découverte de H5N1 hautement pathogène chez les oiseaux sauvages et sur les mesures prises pour prévenir la transmission des maladies aux oiseaux domestiques. L’OIE propose aux Pays Membres de nouveaux articles dans le Code Terrestre pour notifier IA dans la faune sauvage

16. L’OIE va finaliser le travail sur les lignes directrices pour la surveillance des oiseaux sauvages en collaboration avec la FAO, en incluant le rôle des espèces telle que celle des pigeons.

17. L’OIE évalue le chapitre actuel pour la production des vaccins vétérinaires et développe les lignes directrices pour l’implémentation et la gestion des programmes de vaccination contre l’influenza aviaire. Ces lignes directrices seront discutées pendant la conférence mondiale OIE/FAO/CE sur les vaccins contre l’IA en 2006. D’autres bailleurs potentiels sont invités à soutenir cette conférence et à y participer.

18. La Commission régionale pour l’Europe encourage la mise en place d’un laboratoire de référence à Vladimir en Russie. Il est demandé à la CE de soutenir ce projet.

19. La présente recommandation sera présentée pour adoption à la prochaine réunion de la Conférence régionale de l’OIE pour l’Europe, ainsi qu’aux bailleurs de fonds ayant pris des engagements à la Conférence de Pékin.
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Совещание по высокопатогенному гриппу птиц в Европе 

Штаб-квартира МЭБ, Париж, Франция, 27-28 февраля 2006 года
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Перевод с английского языка

Рекомендация

Борьба с птичьим гриппом в Европе 
ИЗХОДЯ ОТ ТОГО, ЧТО

Высокопатогенный штамм H5N1 вируса птичьего гриппа птиц уже широко распространился в нескольких странах Европы;
Перенос вируса H5N1 на длинные расстояния путем миграции птиц является возможным и инфекция уже распространилась среди домашних птиц в нескольких странах,

Распространение инфекции среди домашних птиц в других странах Европы и соседних  с ними странах - весьма вероятное и эта вероятность усиливается с прилетом в Европу потенциально инфицированных птиц из Африки и Среднего Востока,

Птичий грипп оказывает огромное отрицательное воздействие на сельско-хозяйственную экономику некоторых Европейских стран, на рост бедности, на торговлю птицы и птичьими продуктами;

Все страны мира должны поддерживаться международными сообществами для обеспечения контроля над вирусом, независимо от экономики своих стран так, как если даже только одна страна нарушит эти обязательства, то этим она способна серьезно поставить под угрозу остальные страны планеты;

Ветеринарные Службы (ВС) всех стран мира стоят на передовой линии по отношению политики профилактики и борьбы с болезнями животных; 

Эффективность ВС особенно связана с исполнением норм МЭБ, демократично принятых  всеми Странами-Членами; 

Эффективность, Визия и Стратегия (PVS) – это способы разработаны МЭБ с помощью Межамериканского Института Сотрудничества в области Сельского Хозяйства и они могут быть использованы для оценки степени исполнения норм;

Программа FAO/OIE GF-TADS (глобальная программа по борьбе с трансграничными болезнями животных) позволяет координировать и внедрить программы по профилактике и борьбе с трансграничными болезнями животных.

Стратегии по профилактике и борьбе с птичьим гриппом у животных определяются каждой страной в соответствии с глобальной стратегией опубликованной МЭБ и ФАО, при сотрудничестве с ВОЗ, и утверждённой во время конференций в Женеве и Пекине.

Во время Конференции в Пекине международное общество приняло на себя обязательство по оказанию поддержки Ветеринарным Службам 140-и развивающихся стран и стран в переходе - находящихся в риске - путем применения норм МЭБ и положений МЭБ и ФАО по установлению приоритетных областей улучшения ВС этих стран, для которых будут обеспечены средства, в случае наличия просьбы с их страны;

В особенности рекомендуется чтобы Страны -Члены утвердили такие законодательные нормы и такую эффективную организацию, которые обеспечили бы, при этом, необходимые ресурсы для ВС для применения данного законодательства;

Этими нормами также подчеркивается необходимость введения санитарной политики, основанной на субординации, позволяющей предоставление информации снизу вверх – т.е. от практики  к управлению, а инструктаж – наоборот, с верху вниз, обеспечивая, при этом, достаточные бюджетные средства, необходимые для эффективного применения ветеринарного законодательства;

Разработка государственных инвестиционных программ развивающихся стран и стран в переходе будет в значительной степени основана на результатах оценки ВС, добровольно сделанной под руководством МЭБ/ФАО Центров по качеству по болезням животных, находящихся при Региональных Представительствах МЭБ;

Оценка ветеринарных служб будет проходить под эгидой МЭБ в сотрудничестве с ФАО и вовлечёнными донорами.

Вирус H5N1 может мутировать или пересортироваться и оказаться пригодным к переносу от человека к человеку, вызывая огромные в мировом масштабе санитарные проблемы среди общества;

 Наиболее эффективным способом избежания этой катастрофической эволюции является борьба с вирусом в естественном его источнике;

Совещание по Высокопатогенному  птичьему гриппу в Европе, РЕКОМЕНДУЕТ: 

20. Всем Странам -Членам Региональной Комиссии МЭБ по Европе  одобрить декларацию Конференции в Пекине по отношению применения ветеринарных мер борьбы с птичьим гриппом.

21. Всем Странам-Членам Региональной Комиссии МЭБ по Европе подготовить срочные планы в соответствии с межународными нормами, указаниями и рекомендациями, в особенности с теми, что исходят от ФАО и МЭБ.

22. Включить, в эти срочные планы новые законодательные распоряжения и указания, позволяющие создание национальной цепочки управления, механизма компенсации для владельцев птиц и в случае необходимости,  соответствующих стратегических запасов вакцин против штамма H5N1, сопровождаемых подходящими вакцинационными материалами.

23. В некоторых странах или ситуациях находящихся в риске, где раннее предупреждение, ранее детектирование, oграничение на выгул и стемпинг-аут являются недостаточными мерами борьбы для ограничения распространения вируса и в случае специфических ситуаций, находящихся в риске, следует использовать стратегию вакцинации в соответствии с рекомендациями МЭБ/ФAO;

24. ВС должны стоять на передовой линии относительно профилактики и борьбы против птичьего гриппа.

25. Cтранам, имеющим такое желание, подготовить инвестиционные проекты по укреплению ВС, принимая в качестве основной цели - соответствие с нормами МЭБ по качеству ВС.

26. Странам-Членам: определить недостатки норм способом оценки, выполненным на добровольной основе при содействии МЭБ и с поддержкой ФАО и доноров, используя PVS, которое также будет считаться Странами-Членами как средство разработки. 

27. Странам-Членам адресовать просьбы правительствам и донорам, если необходимо, о предоставлении финансовых средств, учитывая недостатки норм, отмеченные во время оценки, выполненной с помощью использования PVS в соответствии с позицией доноров во время конференции в Пекине в январе 2006 года.

28. Установить, под руководством МЭБ, ФAO и EC стратегию профилактики и борьбы с птичьим гриппом учитывая, при этом, международные и региональные особенности. 

29. Незамедлительно исполнять Соглашение FAO/OIE GF-TADS в странах Европы.

30. Региональныму Представительству МЭБ выступить в роли субъекта-хозяина над срочно созданным региональным санитарным центром МЭБ/ФАО в Европе, как это было принято на Конференции в Пекине, с целью оказания специальной поддержки странам в мерах борьбы с птичьим гриппом в близком сотрудничестве с EК.

31. Распределить средства, выделенные донорами, в том числе и ЕК, во время конференции в Пекине для борьбы с птичьим гриппом животных в глобальном, региональном и национальном масштабах. 

32. Странам Восточной Европы, не-членам ЕС, граничещим с другими континентами стать стойкими защитниками на передовой линии, для чего им необходимо было бы оказать поддержку со стороны других стран, Всемирного Банка и ЕС в целях борьбы с болезнями животных в области повышения качества ВС, диагностического оборудования, производства вакцин и ветеринарной инфраструктуры. 
33. В случае выявления результатов высокопатогенного вируса H5N1 в дикой фауне, странам не потребуется накладывать ограничения на торговлю по домашней птице и продуктов птичьего происхождения, согласно нормам, указанным в Санитарном Кодексе наземных животных МЭБ.

34. Странам отчитываться в МЭБ о выявлении высокопатогенного птичьего вируса H5N1 в диких птицах и о принятых мерах борьбы во избежания передачи болезни домашним птицам. МЭБ предложет Странам-Членам новую статью в Санитарном Кодексе наземных животных по уведомлению птичьего гриппа в дикой фауне.

35. МЭБ в сотрудничестве с ФАО завершит работу над указаниями по эпидемионадзору по диким птицам , включая роль видов животных таких как голуби.

36. МЭБ оценит текущую главу по продукции ветеринарной вакцины и разработает указания по внедрению и руководству по программам вакцинации по птичьему гриппу. Эти руководства будут снова обсуждены в течении всемирной конференции МЭБ/ФАО по вакцинации против птичьего гриппа в 2006 году.

37. Региональная комиссия по Европе поощряет создание ссылочной лаборатории по птичьему гриппу во Владимире, России. ЕС потребовало поддержать этот проект.

38. Настоящая рекомендация будет предложена для принятия на следующей Региональной Конференции МЭБ по Европе и рассмотрения донорами, принявшими обязательство по предоставлению финансовых средств во время конференции в Пекине. 
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