Press Release
In compliance with the decision of the OIE Head Office and in line with the OIE global mandate to improve animal health worldwide, as well as to assess and strengthen the Veterinary Services of the OIE Member Countries of Europe on the basis of the OIE standards, on 23January 2008 an OIE-PVS Training Seminar, organized by the OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe was held in Sofia, Bulgaria.
The CVOs and other representatives of the Veterinary Services of 11 OIE Member Countries of Europe, OIE experts, PVS assessors and veterinary media took part in the event, in total 21 participants (see the Appendix). 
The meeting was chaired by Prof. Nikola Belev, President of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and OIE Regional Representative for Eastern Europe. Reports were presented by Dr. Gaston Funes, Head of the OIE Regional Activities Department, who is responsible for the coordination of the PVS evaluation missions, Prof. Ivan Bojkov (Bulgaria) and Dr. Niksa Barisic (Croatia), OIE certified PVS experts, and Dr. Asylbek Kojumratov, CVO of Kazakhstan.
The Seminar was opened by Prof. Belev, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the OIE and its Director General, Dr. Bernard Vallat. He explained the objectives of the Seminar and emphasized the importance of the PVS tool as the instrument through which governments can become aware of the need to strengthen their countries’ national Veterinary Services (VS). 
Dr. Jeko Baichev, CVO of Bulgaria, also welcomed the participants on behalf of the host country and the Bulgarian Veterinary Service.

Dr. Funes gave two presentations on the PVS tool: “Evaluation of National Veterinary Services using the OIE PVS Tool” and “OIE-PVS Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services. Status of the OIE Programme. Lessons Learnt”. The first presentation provided general information on the OIE and its global mandate, as well as the objectives, fundamental components and application of the PVS and the steps in the evaluation process. The second presentation was focused on various technical issues with regard to the successful implementation of the PVS programme: its current status, the improvements made, the evaluations conducted so far, the data gathered, the expectations for the future, etc.
Prof. Bojkov, an OIE certified PVS expert and team leader of three PVS missions, gave a presentation on the main factors and activities with regard to the effectiveness of the OIE-PVS Tool. He identified the major players in the evaluation process (the OIE, the PVS expert team, the CVO and the state authorities of the evaluated country) as being equally responsible for its successful application. Prof. Bojkov discussed in detail the activities prior to the mission (preliminary preparation, documents to be studied, self-evaluation of the country’s VS, issuing of visas, etc.), during the mission (meetings, visit of key locations, etc.), and after completing the mission (discussion of reports and recommendations, requesting funding from international donor organizations, etc.).
Dr. Barisic informed the participants of the activities of the PVS experts, the difficulties they have to deal with (for example, the huge bulk of documentation, the language barrier, etc.) and gave numerous proposals for improving the evaluation process: reducing the number of documents, increasing the time for preliminary preparation of the mission, more careful selection of dates for carrying out the missions, maintaining constant relations with the VS of the evaluated country, etc. 
Dr. Kojumratov shared Kazakhstan’s PVS experience and discussed the evaluation of the country’s VS in July – August 2007. He highlighted the role of the PVS experts as helpers, and not inspectors, who provided consultancy and practical assistance to the Veterinary Service of Kazakhstan, and explained how important it is to adopt the international standards, regulations, directives, etc. Dr. Kojumratov made two proposals aimed at further improving the evaluation process: (1) Transparency: a preliminary list of the selected experts should be submitted to each country, which will undergo a PVS evaluation. Thus, the country could choose experts with relevant language knowledge to avoid any discrepancies and misunderstandings. This will facilitate the mutual understanding between the experts and the local veterinarians; and (2) Legitimacy: An OIE representative should officially present the expert mission to the government of the evaluated country, thus settling the legitimacy issue of the expert group.
APPENDIX
List of Participants:

OIE Staff:

Prof. Dr. Nikola BELEV, President of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and OIE Regional Representative for Eastern Europe

Dr. Gaston FUNES, Head of the Regional Activities Department, OIE Central Bureau

Mrs. Rina KOSTOVA, Secretary, OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe

Mrs. Alejandra BALMONT, Bilingual Secretary/Conference Assistant, Administration and Management Systems Department, OIE Central Bureau

Mrs. Violeta RADKOVA, Technical Assistant, OIE Regional Representation for Eastern Europe

Representatives of the following European countries (in alphabetical order):

Dr. Lefter KLIMI, CVO of Albania

Dr. Ismail HASSANOV, CVO of Azerbaijan

Dr. Sanin TANKOVIC, Deputy CVO of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Dr. Jeko BAICHEV, CVO of Bulgaria

Dr. Boyko LIKOV, Head of the International Cooperation and European Integration Directorate, National Veterinary Service of Bulgaria

Prof. Dr. Ivan BOJKOV, Thracian University of Veterinary Medicine, Bulgaria and an OIE certified PVS expert

Dr. Ivan MANGA, Editor in Chief, VM News Journal, Bulgaria

Dr. Niksa BARISIC, Head of the Structure and Organization of the Veterinary Service Department, National Veterinary Service of Croatia and an OIE certified PVS expert

Dr. Koba DZAMASHVILI, CVO of Georgia

Dr. Asylbek KOJUMRATOV, CVO of Kazakhstan

Dr. Dejan RUNTEVSKI, CVO of FYR Macedonia

Dr. Grigory PORCESCU, CVO of Moldova

Dr. Stefan NICOLAE, CVO of Romania

Prof. Dr. Gheorghe ONTANU, Institute for Diagnosis and Animal Health, Veterinary and Food Safety Agency of Romania

Dr. Miroslav MARINKOVIC, CVO of Serbia

Dr. Maja ANDRIJASEVIC, Chief of Epizootology and Animal Welfare
Unit, National Veterinary Service of Serbia
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