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Chief Veterinary Officers, chiefs and experts from Veterinary Statutory Bodies from 23 European countries, one country observer and 2 international organisations took part in the seminar on “Veterinary Statutory Bodies, private veterinarians and paraprofessionals in the Veterinary Services” organized by the OIE Regional Commission for Europe in Sofia.

The seminar was opened by Mr. Valeri Tsvetanov, Minister of Agriculture and Food in Bulgaria, Professor Nikola Belev, President of the OIE Regional Commission for Europe and Mr. Walter Winding, President of the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe.

The objective of the seminar was to explain the importance of involving the private sector in the Veterinary Services. Speakers from the OIE, the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe, CVOs and representatives of Veterinary Statutory Bodies from France, Portugal, Austria, Serbia and Slovenia presented their views, experience and opinions on these topics. 

Experts of European countries and CVOs were acquainted with the OIE standards and guidelines relating to veterinarians, veterinary paraprofessionals and Veterinary Statutory Bodies. Moreover the OIE-PVS tool developed to evaluate Veterinary Services, was presented and practical aspects of its use were explained.
Participants described the current situation in their own countries, shared their experiences and discussed practical constraints they face. They also presented opportunities for improvement and for strengthening their Veterinary Services. They were encouraged to develop good relations between the public and private sectors. 
It became very clear that for the State Veterinary Services it is essential to build formal links with individual private veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals. The status of these actors however has to be clearly defined and a Veterinary Statutory Body must be established in all OIE countries, taking into account already existing infrastructures in the country. Veterinary Statutory Bodies should work closely together with other professional bodies and Veterinary Associations. 

The Veterinary Statutory Body has a responsibility in the licensing or registration of the professionals, for setting and monitoring of professionals standards and for discipline. It plays a crucial role in maintaining the quality of the services provided by veterinarians and paraprofessionals; it is indispensable for the well functioning of the Veterinary Service and the protection of Animal Health, Animal Welfare and Public Health.
