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Communication and rabies 
prevention and control

ÇIntroduction

ÇTargeting communications

ÇOpportunities

ÇExamples 

ÇConclusions and                       
recommendations



Rabies: Tenents of Prevention and Control

ÇDog rabies vaccination, en masse

ÇMinimization of human exposures to infected animals

ÇPrompt wound care and prophylaxis with vaccine and rabies 
immune globulin after exposure

ÇEducation

Ç Improved surveillance 

ÇNational laws in effect
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Rabies: Prevention requires 
intersectoral support

ÇHuman

ÇAnimal

ÇEducation

ÇCommunication & Advocacy

ÇFinancial

ÇLegal

ÇVolunteerism

ÇNGOs



Communicating our message

ÇPractical approaches to rabies prevention

üInfrastructure

WHAT DO WE NEED TO HAVE IN PLACE?

üOperational

HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO IT?

üRoles & responsibilities of rabies control

WHO DOES WHAT?

üInformation on how to set up effective communications

HOW CAN WE REACH THE PEOPLE AT RISK?



Challenge: Transforming      
research into behavior change
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Instituting Change

Citizens -
Professionals

Communities Governments
International
Health Orgs 

Funding 
Agencies

-Responsible 
pet ownership

-Vaccinating 
pets/spaying 
&neutering etc

-Abiding by 
existing laws

-Knows what 
to do if bitten

-Reducing free-
roaming dogs

-Support & 
INVOLVED in 
rabies pgms

-Increased 
awareness

-έ{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ

-National rabies 
control pgm in 
place

-National laws

-Intersectoral 
committees

-Build rabies 
control into 
budget

-Surveillance 
activities in place

-Animal and 
Human public 
health working 
together

-Include rabies in 
focus diseases

Recommendations 
current

Increased 
funding

Families, 
teachers, 
physicians, 
veterinarians, 
animal welfare, 
etc

Sanitation, Police, 
Vet services, local 
public health, 
NGOs

MoH, MoA, MoE, 
Legal, Financial etc

Networking 

SUSTAINABLE  
projects



Partners for Rabies Prevention (PRP)

Ç Informal group of stakeholders ςestablished 2008
üPublic and private: Bring time, talent, treasure to table

üGARC, CDC, FAO, OIE, WHO WSPA, Universities, Funders etc. 

üDiscuss common strategies

ÇFive pillars:
1. Advocacy

2. Communications

3. Research

4. Capacity building

5. Pilot projects

ÇActivities
üRoad map for rabies prevention & control: 2008

üBlueprint for Canine Rabies Control: 2009ς2010

üCurrently: Evaluate the global burden of rabieshttp://www.rabiescontrol.net/EN/prp.html

GARC, Global Alliance for Rabies Control

CDC, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

FAO, Food and Agriculture Organization

OIE, World Organization for Animal Health

WHO, World  Health Organization 

WSPA, World Society for Protection of Animals



ÇWorld Rabies Day ςSEPTEMBER 28th

ÇWeb-based educational information
www.rabiesblueprint.com

www.worldrabiesday.org

www.globalrabiescontrol.com

ÇWebinar ςSEPTEMBER 20,21st

ÇSchool-based educational curriculum

ÇEmpowering local communities

ÇGARC Repository of educational information for free 
downloading ςplease donate! peter.costa@worldrabiesday.org

ÇNewsletter ςάwŀōƛŘ ōȅǘŜǎέ

Opportunities ςCommunications tools
Reaching more people

http://www.rabiesblueprint.com/
http://www.worldrabiesday.org/
http://www.globalrabiescontrol.com/
mailto:peter.costa@worldrabiesday.org


PART 1: ELIMINATION OF CANINE RABIES

An initiative of the 

Partners for Rabies Prevention


