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SUMMARY
Over one century after the first human vaccination against rabies, the disease remains present on all
continents and kills tens of thousands people each year, 40% of whom are children under 15 years, mainly
in developing countries (Asia and Africa). Although control methods exist, several constraints are impeding
eradication of the disease, mainly limited coordination among stakeholders, inadequate communication and
awareness of the population at risk, and limited human and financial resources.
This communication focuses on the epidemiological evolution of rabies in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA), and national strategies for the control of the disease. In the MENA region, the disease affects more
domestic carnivores (50% of cases) than farm animals (40% of cases). Farm animals are mainly infected
by dogs, resulting in economic losses, negative impacts on food security and a risk for farmers, their families
and workers in the livestock industry.
In the MENA region, rabies is mainly urban (street rabies), transmitted to humans by free-roaming dogs,
the population density of which is highly correlated to the evolution of enzootics and possible epizootic
outbreaks. More than 30% of the free-roaming dog population in the region is under the age of one year.
The density of the stray dog population is estimated to be between 0.6 and 1.5 /km2 in urban areas and
1.2 to 2.6/km2 in peri-urban and rural areas. More than 80% of dog rabies cases occur in rural areas.
In North Africa (Algeria, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia) the average annual number of confirmed cases
of human death from rabies is 47 and highly correlated to animal cases with an annual average of
1,442 confirmed cases. In the Middle East, only a few rabies cases are officially declared.
National rabies control strategies include vaccination, control of stray dog populations and raising awareness
among the at-risk human populations. These strategies are only partially implemented because of limited
human and financial resources and the lack of coordination among all stakeholders in the field. Eliminating
rabies requires a coherent and sustainable long-term strategy, backed by robust human and animal health
systems.
The regional strategy for the prevention and control of rabies should be based on a participatory approach
and coordination of interventions of all stakeholders.
The FAO, in close collaboration with the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and World Health
Organization (WHO), supports member states in developing and implementing coordinated strategies among
the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Interior, local Authorities, Ministry of Education
and NGOs (non-governmental organisations).
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