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OIE WORKING GROUP ON ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY

Report to the 78th General Session of the OIE International Committee

Paris, 23–28 May 2010

AUTONUM 
Introduction
The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety (Working Group) was established in 2002, following a request from OIE’s International Committee to strengthen OIE’s activities in the food safety area and further develop collaboration with the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC). The Working Group’s role is to coordinate OIE activities related to animal production food safety and to advise the Director General and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues in this area. The Working Group met for the ninth time at the OIE Headquarters on 3-5 November 2009. The following is a summary of the main discussions and results from the meeting: the full report is included in the February 2010 Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Terrestrial Code Commission) report, which has been distributed to all OIE Delegates and has been published on the OIE website. 

The Working Group received an update on OIE, CAC, FAO and WHO activities relevant to its work and then addressed the following main topics.

AUTONUM 
Priority pathogens for standard setting by the OIE 

Dr Knight-Jones presented a discussion paper he had prepared on ‘Animal Production Food Safety: priority pathogens for standard setting by the OIE’. The Working Group at their November 2008 meeting had requested the development of this paper.

Since data required for prioritisation of pathogens involved in foodborne disease are lacking, particularly for developing countries, he based his paper on expert opinion, consultation with colleagues at WHO and a literature review. Prioritisation was based on a pathogen’s impact on human health, the potential for on-farm control and a lack of coverage in OIE Codes: the study focussed on developing and in-transition countries. The regions considered were Eastern Europe, Asia (excluding the Middle East), the Middle East, Africa and South America. Opinions from one or two experts from each region were obtained using a postal questionnaire. 

Experts from four of the five regions considered Salmonella spp. from sources other than poultry to be a top priority and pathogenic E.coli was considered a top priority in three regions. The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code contains little or no information on appropriate on-farm measures for these disease agents and Dr Knight-Jones recommended that they be prioritised for future standard setting. E. granulosus, the causative agent of hydatidosis, was estimated to have the greatest impact of all foodborne pathogens in Africa; it was also listed for the Middle East and thought to be of importance by both South American experts consulted. Hydatidosis was inconsistently considered as a foodborne disease by experts. Taenia saginata was considered important in South America, Africa and by one expert in the Middle East. As WHO/FAO/OIE have already published recommendations on the control of Echinococcus, Trichinella spiralis and Taenia solium there may be less reason to prioritise these pathogens for future OIE standard setting. 

The Working Group noted the conclusions drawn by Dr Knight-Jones and provided him with a number of comments. Noting the limitations of the methodology used, it concurred with the overall findings of the report that Salmonella spp. and pathogenic E. coli are the main candidates for prioritisation from a food safety point of view. However, the paper was not available at this meeting so the Working Group agreed to provide the secretariat with any further comments by the end of November 2009 and recommended that the final paper, with any modifications proposed by the Working Group or the Terrestrial Code Commission, be provided to OIE Members for further consideration of the proposed standard setting priorities and this has been done. It will also be published in the OIE Scientific and Technical Review series.

The Working Group also suggested that the Director General ensure ongoing communication between the OIE and WHO with regard to The Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology Reference Group (FERG) to assist in the prioritisation of pathogens for future OIE standard setting.

AUTONUM 
Review the Working Group’s Terms of Reference and Modus Operandi
The Working Group reviewed its Terms of Reference and Modus operandi with a view to ensuring their ongoing relevance. The Working Group felt that it can continue to provide useful advice to the Director General, Specialist Commissions and Working Groups, as well as helping promote alignment/collaboration between OIE and CAC, with some minor modifications to these texts. It was also of the opinion that co-operation between the main technical partners at the governance level was an important element of its work and encouraged between session contact at the governance level between the bodies represented on the Working Group.

AUTONUM 
OIE work on trade in animal products (‘commodities’) 

The Working Group was provided with an update on the latest meeting of the ad hoc Group on Trade in Animal Products (‘Commodities’) that met in October 2009. 

AUTONUM 
Salmonellosis 

The Working Group was provided with an update on OIE work on salmonellosis in poultry and noted the active collaboration between the OIE and Codex to harmonise the standards under development by the two organisations. OIE was represented at the FAO/WHO Expert meeting on Salmonellosis and Campylobacter in May 2009 and the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene Physical Working Group on the proposed draft “Guidelines for control of Campylobacter and Salmonella in chicken meat”. The Terrestrial Code Chapter 6.4. Hygiene and disease security procedures in poultrty breeding flocks and hatcheries had been revised by the ad hoc Group on Salmonellosis following consideration of Member comments and circulated to Members as part of the October 2009 Report of the Terrestrial Code Commission. 

The Working Group noted the excellent collaboration between the OIE and CAC on standards related to salmonellosis in poultry (leading to aligned standards) and recommended that such collaboration be continued with the CAC in standard setting for salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis in poultry. 

AUTONUM 
The control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in heat-treated pet food 

The Working Group reviewed the proposed draft text ‘The control of hazards of animal and public health importance in heat-treated pet food’ and suggested that the Terrestrial Code Commission consider adding references to the Codex Standards (Recommended International Code of Hygienic Practice for Low and Acidified Low Acid Canned Foods and Code of Hygienic Practice for Aseptically Packaged and Processed Low Acid Foods) in Article 2 (Objectives and Scope). 

AUTONUM 
Aquatic and Terrestrial Code chapters on the control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in animal feed

The Working Group reviewed the revised Aquatic and Terrestrial Code chapters on the control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in animal feed. It noted that the definition of feed additive used in the Terrestrial and Aquatic Code chapters differed from the CAC definition and recommended that the two OIE Commissions align definitions as far as possible with CAC definitions. The Working Group noted that the Aquatic Code Chapter 4.5. included more detailed information on certification procedures than the equivalent Terrestrial Code Chapter and recommended that the Terrestrial Code Commission give consideration to expanding the text on certification procedures to harmonise the two chapters. The Working Group also recommended several other amendments to the Terrestrial Code Chapter 6.3 and the Aquatic Code Chapter 4.5.

AUTONUM 
Antimicrobial resistance 

The Working Group was informed that the OIE continues to participate as an observer in the Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance and considers that the chapters in the Terrestrial Code on antimicrobial resistance have provided a good basis for the Codex work. The Working Group encouraged the OIE to continue to engage closely with CAC, FAO and WHO on the important topic of antimicrobial resistance. It noted that the OIE World Assembly of Delegates at the 77th OIE General Session in May 2009 had expanded the mandate of the Aquatic Animals Commission to include animal production food safety and animal welfare. As one of its first priorities, the Aquatic Commission is developing a new text addressing the issue of antimicrobial resistance, along similar lines to Chapters 6.7., 6.8., 6.9., 6.10. and 6.11. in the Terrestrial Code.
AUTONUM 
Biotechnology 

The Working Group was informed that the OIE ad hoc Group on Biotechnology has been divided into two separate groups: the ad hoc Group on Vaccines in Relation to New and Emerging Technologies, focused on vaccinology, and the other on molecular diagnostic tests. The former ad hoc Group was to meet in January 2010 to consider food safety aspects related to the use of biotechnology-derived vaccines in animals. The report will be reviewed by the Working Group during its next meeting. The members of the latter meeting will include experts to be nominated by FAO and WHO, in addition to OIE experts. 

The Working Group recommended that insofar as food safety issues related to the use of nanotechnology in animal vaccines are concerned, the OIE and the Working Group should be involved. 

AUTONUM 
Private standards for sanitary measures and animal welfare

The Working Group was briefed on the current OIE work programme on private standards. In August 2009 the OIE sent a questionnaire on private standards for animal welfare and sanitary measures to Members. The replies were to be reviewed by the ad hoc Group on Private Standards at its meeting on 9-10 November 2009. The ad hoc Group has been asked to recommend actions that could be taken by the OIE to help Members avoid trade problems arising from private standards on sanitary measures (i.e. animal health, zoonoses and animal production food safety) and on animal welfare. 

AUTONUM 
Animal Identification and Traceability Conference 2009 

The Working Group was briefed on the recommendations from the ‘OIE International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability’, held in Buenos Aires, 23-25 March, 2009. The OIE is collecting the remaining papers submitted by speakers to the conference and it is hoped to publish the proceedings by mid 2010.

AUTONUM 
Work Programme for 2010

The Working Group drafted a work programme for 2010 comprising three areas:

Horizontal issues: antimicrobial resistance, pet food, potential food safety implications of biotechnology vaccines, import risk analysis, scientific evidence of the relationship between animal welfare and food safety, food safety in veterinary education, the importance of food safety for food security, food safety issues arising from the ongoing work on the emerging zoonoses at the human-animal ecosystem interface and finally certification, in particular electronic certification.

Disease-specific OIE texts: brucellosis, salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis in poultry; follow up on the report on priority pathogens for standard setting activities in animal production food safety.

Continue to strengthen relationship between OIE and Codex

AUTONUM 
Next meeting

The Working Group plans to hold its next meeting in early November 2010. Work on key items will be progressed via physical or electronic working groups on an as needed basis. 
Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 
Animal Production Food Safety

AUTONUM 
The President submitted draft Resolution No.  for adoption. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. 
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