
C H A P T E R 1 . 1 .

N O T I F I C A T I O N O F D I S E A S E S A N D
E P I D E M I O L O G I C A L I N F O R M A T I O N

Article 1.1.1.

For the purposes of the Aqua tic C ode and in terms of Articles 5, 9 and 10 of the Statutes, every
Member of the OIE shall recognise the right of the Cen t ral Bu rea u to communicate directly with the
Ve te r inar y Au tho r ity of its t e r r ito r y or t e r r ito r ie s.

All n o t if ic a t io n s and all information sent by the OIE to the Ve te r inary Autho r ity shall be regarded as
having been sent to the country concerned and all no t ific at io n s and all information sent to the OIE by
the Ve te r inar y Au tho r ity shall be regarded as having been sent by the country concerned.

Article 1.1.2.

1. Countries shall make available to other countries, through the OIE, whatever information is
necessary to minimise the spread of a qua tic an im a l d ise ase s and their aetiological agents and to
assist in achieving better world-wide control of these d ise ase s.

2. To achieve this, countries shall comply with the reporting requirements specified in Article 1.1.3.

3. To assist in the clear and concise exchange of information, reports shall conform as closely as
possible to the current OIE d ise ase reporting format.

4. Recognising that scientific knowledge concerning the relationship between dise ase agen ts and
d ise ase s is constantly evolving and that the presence of an infectious agent does not necessarily
imply the presence of a dise ase , countries shall ensure through their reports that they comply with
the spirit and intention of paragraph 1 above. This means that the presence of an infectious agent,
even in the absence of clinical d ise ase , should be reported.

5. In addition to notifying findings in accordance with Article 1.1.3., countries shall also provide
information on the measures taken to prevent the spread of d ise a se s, including possible
quar an tin e measures and restrictions on the movement of aquat ic an im a ls, aqu ati c an im al
p ro d u c ts, bio lo gi c al pro du c t s and other miscellaneous objects that could by their nature be
responsible for transmission of dise ase . In the case of dise ase s transmitted by vectors, the measures
taken against such vectors shall also be described.

Article 1.1.3.

The Ve te r inar y Au tho r ity shall send to the OIE:

1. Immediate n o t i fic a t io n (within 24 hours), by fax or electronically, of any of the following events:

a) for dise ase s li st e d by the OIE, the first occurrence or re-occurrence of a dise ase in a country
or zon e or c om pa r tm e n t of the country, if the country or zon e or c om par t m en t of the
country was previously considered to be free of that particular dise ase ; or

b) for dise ase s l ist e d by the OIE, if the dise ase has occurred in a new host species; or
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c) for dise ase s li st e d by the OIE, if the d ise a se has occurred with a new pathogen strain or in a
new dise ase manifestation; or

d) for dise ase s l ist e d by the OIE, if the dise ase has a newly recognised zoonotic potential; or

e) for di se ase s not listed by the OIE, if there is a c ase of an em e rgin g d ise a se or pathogenic agent
should there be findings that are of epidemiological significance to other countries.

In deciding whether findings justify immediate no t ifi c at i o n (within 24 hours), countries must
ensure that they comply with the obligations of Chapters 5.1. and 5.2. of the Aquat ic C ode
(especially Article 5.1.1.), to report developments that may have implications for in te rn at io nal
t rad e .

2. Weekly reports by fax or electronically subsequent to a no t i fic a t io n under paragraph 1 above, to
provide further information on the evolution of an incident that justified immediate n o t if ic at io n .
These reports should continue until the d ise ase has been eradicated or the situation has become
sufficiently stable that six-monthly reporting under point 3 will satisfy the obligation of the
country to the OIE; in each case, a final report on the incident should be submitted.

3. Six-monthly reports on the absence or presence and evolution of d ise a se s list e d by th e O IE, and
findings of epidemiological significance to other countries with respect to dise ase s that are not
listed.

4. An annual questionnaire concerning any other information of significance to other countries.

Article 1.1.4.

1. The Vet e r in ary Aut ho r ity of a country in which an in f e c t e d zon e or c o m par tm e n t was located
shall inform the C en t ral Bure au when this zo n e or c om pa r tm e n t is free from the di se a se .

2. An in f e c t e d zon e or c om pa r tm en t of a d ise a se shall be considered as such until a period exceeding
the known i n fe c t iv e p e r io d for the di se ase in question has elapsed after the last reported o u tbr e ak
and when full prophylactic and appropriate san it ary m e asu r e s have been applied to prevent
possible reappearance or spread of the dise ase . These measures will be found in detail in the
various chapters of Section 8. to Section 11. of the Aqua tic Code .

3. A country may again declare itself free (i.e. se lf-de c l arat io n o f fr e e dom fr om d ise ase ) from a
specific d ise a se when it complies with all the conditions given in the corresponding chapters of
Section 8. to Section 11. of of the Aqua tic Code .

4. The Ve te r inary Auth o r it y of a country in which one or more f r e e zon e s or c om par t m en t s have
been established may wish to inform the Ce n tra l Bu rea u , giving necessary particulars of the zo n e s
or c om pa r tm e n ts and describing their location (e.g. by a map or other precise locators such as
GPS [Global Positioning System] co-ordinates). The Ce n tra l Bure au may publish this
information.

Article 1.1.5.

1. The Cen tral Bu reau shall send by fax or electronically to the Vet e r in ary Aut ho r ity concerned,
all n o t i fic a t io n s received as provided in Articles 1.1.2.-1.1.4.

2. The Cen t ral Bure au shall notify Members through Disea se In fo rm at io n of any event of
exceptional epidemiological significance reported by a Member.

Chapter 1.1. - Notification of diseases and epidemiological in formation
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Chapter 1.1. - Notification of diseases and epidemiological information
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