
G U I D E T O T H E U S E O F T H E A Q U A T I C A N I M A L H E A L T H C O D E

A. Introduction

1. The purp o se o f thi s gu ide is to assist the Ve te r ina ry Au tho r ity a nd/o r o th e r Co m pe t en t
Aut ho r i t ie s o f O IE Me m be r s to u se th e Aquatic Animal Health Code (he r e aft e r r e fe r r e d to
as the ‘ Aquatic Code’ ) i n de v e lo pin g the ir a n im a l he alth m ea su r e s ap pli c abl e to im po r ts
and exp o r t s o f aqu atic an im al s an d aquat ic a n im a l pr o du c ts.

2. The r e c om m en dati o n s in e ac h o f the c h apte r s in Se c t i o n s 8 to 11 o f th e Aquatic Code ar e
de sign e d to pr e v en t t he di se ase in qu e st io n be in g in tr o du c e d in to the im po r t in g c oun t r y ,
takin g in t o ac c oun t t he n atu r e o f th e c o m m o dity and th e aquati c a n im a l he alth st atu s o f the
exp o r t i n g c ou n tr y . Thi s m ean s that , c o r r e c t l y appl ie d , the r e c om m enda tio n s en su r e th at the
in t ende d im po r t at i o n c a n ta ke p lac e w it h an opt im al le v e l o f an im al h ealt h se c u r i ty ,
in c o rpo rat in g the late st sc ie n t if ic f ind in gs and av a ila ble te c h n iqu e s.

3. The r e c om m e ndat io n s in the Aquatic Code m ake r e f e r e n c e o n ly to t he an im a l hea lth
sit uat i o n in th e e xpo r t in g c oun t r y , an d assu m e tha t t he dise ase i s e ith e r no t pr e sen t in the
im p o r t i n g c ou n tr y o r is th e subje c t o f a c on t ro l o r e ra dic a t io n pr o gr am m e . The r e fo r e , w hen
de t e rm in in g its im po r t m ea su r e s, an im po r t in g c ou n tr y shou ld do so in a w ay th at is
c o n sist e n t w it h th e p r in c iple o f nat io na l t r e at m en t an d th e o t he r pro v isi o n s o f the WTO
SPS Agr e em e n t . An im po r t in g c ou n tr y is alw a y s f r e e to a u tho r ise the im p o r t at io n o f
an im als o r a n im al pr o du c ts i n to its te r r ito r y un de r c ond it io n s e ithe r m o r e o r le ss st r in g en t
tha n th o se r e c o m m en ded by th e Aquatic Code, b u t th is m ust be ba sed on a sc i e n t i fic r isk
ana ly si s a nd d on e in a c c o rdan c e w ith the c ou n tr y 's o bli gat i o n s unde r t he SPS Agre e m en t .

4. To av o id c on fu sio n , ke y te rm s a nd e xpr e ssi o n s u se d in the Aquatic Code ar e de fi n ed in the
Glo ssar y . When p r ep ar in g m od e l i n te r nat i o na l aqu ati c an im al heal th c e r t i fic a te s, the
im p o r t i n g c oun tr y shou ld ende av ou r t o u se th e se te r m s a nd e xpr e ssi o n s in ac c o rdan c e w ith
the de f in i t io n s gi v en in the Aquatic Code.

5. At the head o f e ac h c ha pte r r e l at in g to a spe c i fic dise ase (in Se c t io n s 8 t o 11 o f the Aquatic
Code), the r e i s an ar t ic le c l e ar l y de sc r i bin g th e sc o pe o f e ac h c ha pte r .

6. In m an y o f t he Aquatic Code c hapt e r s, t he u se o f dia gno st ic t e sts is r e c om m e nded . In e ac h
c ase , a r e fe r e n c e i n the fir st ar t ic le o f t he c hap te r is m a de to the r e le v an t se c t io n in t he OIE
Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (h e r e a fte r r e fe r r e d t o as the ‘ Aquatic
Manual ’ ).

7. Cha pte r s 5.1. and 5.2. o f th e Aquatic Code deal w ith gen e ral o blig at io n s r e lat e d to
c e r t ifi c at io n and c e r t ifi c at io n pro c e du r e s. Ve te r i nary Au tho r it i e s a nd/o r o the r Co m pe t en t
Aut ho r i t ie s sh ou ld hav e a su ff ic ie n t n um be r o f c o p ie s o f t he Aquatic Code t o al low all
v e t e r in ar i an s di r e c t ly in v o lv e d in su c h t rade to fam ili ar ise the m se l v e s w i th th e c on ten t s. In
add it io n , dia gno st ic la bo ra to r i e s sho u ld be fu lly c o n v e r san t w i th the te c hn i c al
r e c om m e nda tio n s in the Aquatic Manual .

8. Whe n , in som e pa r ts o f th is Aquatic Code, t he t e rm ‘ und e r st udy ’ is a ppl ie d t o an Arti c le
o r pa r t o f a n Arti c le , t he m e an in g is th at the t ext has no t b e en a dopt e d by th e OIE
In t e rna t io nal Co m m it te e a nd is n o t par t o f th e Aquatic Code. Ac c o rdin gly , t hat
r e c om m e nda tio n n e e ds n o t be a ppli e d b y Mem be r s.
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9. The c o m ple te text o f t he Aquatic Code has be en m a de av a ilab le o n the OIE We b site
(ad dr e ss: ht tp ://w w w .o ie . in t) to en su r e w ide r ac c e ss.

B. Disease Information, the Bulletin and World Animal Health

The se thr e e O IE publ ic at io n s in fo rm Ve te r inar y Auth o r i t ie s a nd/o r o th e r Co m pe t en t
Auth o r it ie s o n t he an im al h ealt h si tua t io n w o r ld-w ide . Im po r t in g c oun tr i e s c an t hu s hav e an
o v e r v iew o f the an im al h eal th sta tu s, d ise a se o c c u r r en c e a nd c on tro l p ro g ram m e s in expo r t in g
c oun tr ie s. I f i t c o n sid e r s the dat a a v ail able at the in t e rn at io nal le v e l t o be in su ff ic ie n t , the
im po r t in g c oun tr y sho u ld c o n tac t t he exp o r t i n g c ou n tr y d ir e c t ly , o r t hrou gh OIE He adqu ar te r s,
t o o btain ad dit i o na l in fo rm atio n .

C. International Health Certificates

1. An in te rnat io na l aquati c an im al hea lth c e r t ific ate i s a do c u m en t , dr aw n u p by the
exp o r t i n g c oun tr y in ac c o rdan c e w ith th e te rm s o f Chap te r 5.1. an d C hapt e r 5.2. o f the
Aquatic Code, d e sc r ibin g th e aqua tic a n im a l hea lth r e qu ir em e n ts fo r the e xpo r te d
c om m odi ty . The assu r an c e gi v en to the im po r t in g c ou n tr y th at dise ase s w ill n o t be
in t ro du c e d thro u gh t he im po r tat i o n o f aqu atic an im als o r aquati c an im al pro d u c ts depe nds
on the qual ity o f the expo r t in g c oun t r y ’ s aqu ati c an im al hea lth in f rast ru c t u r e and the
r ig ou r w i th w hi c h in t e rna t io n al aqu ati c a n im al hea lth c e r t if ic at e s ar e i ssu e d in the
exp o r t i n g c oun tr y .

2. In t e rna t io nal v e t e r in ary c e r t ifi c ate s a r e in te nde d t o fa c il itat e safe tra de and sho u ld no t be
u se d to im pede it by im po sin g un ju st ifi e d hea lth c ondi t io n s. In a ll c a se s, the expo r t in g
c ou n tr y and the im po r t in g c ou n tr y shou ld r e fe r t o th e hea lth c ondi t io n s r e c om m ende d in
the Aquatic Code b e fo r e agr e e in g on t he t e rm s o f th e c e r t ifi c at e . Th e y sh ou ld also r e sp e c t
the ir r igh ts a nd o blig at i o n s unde r th e SPS Agre e m en t .

3. The st e ps to be fo ll ow ed w h en draf t in g in te rn at io nal aqu ati c an im a l he alt h c e r t if ic a te s ar e
as fo ll ow s:

a) li st the dise ase s ag ain st w h ic h the im p o r t i n g c oun tr y is j u st i fie d in se e kin g pr o te c t io n ;

b) li st the hea lth r e qu ir em en ts fo r e ac h o f t he se di se ase s, w hi c h c an be de t e rm in ed by
r e fe r r in g t o the r e le v an t a r t ic le s i n the Aquatic Code; the Aquatic Code pro v ide s fo r
v a r io u s le v e ls o f san itar y sta tu s in the c a se o f m any d ise a se s: dise ase f r e e c o un t r y , zo n e ,
c o m pa r tm e n t o r aquac u ltu r e e stab lishm en t ;

c) use th e m o de l i n te r nat io na l aqu ati c an im al heal th c e r t i fic a te s pr e sen te d in Chap te r
5.10. o f th e Aquatic Code as a ge n e ra l f ram e w o rk, adap t in g th e c on t en ts an d f o rm o f
th e pa ragr aphs as r equ i r e d , fo r exa m ple by d e v o t in g m o r e spac e to de ta ils o f th e o r i gin
o f th e c o n sig nm en t .

4. As st ate d in Artic le 5.2.3. o f th e Aquatic Code, it is im p o r t an t tha t in te rnat io n al aqua tic
an im al h ealt h c e r t if ic at e s be kept as sim ple a s po ssib le an d be c l e ar ly w o rded , so a s to av o id
any m i sun de r stand in g o f th e r equ ir em en t s o f im po r t in g c oun tr ie s. The sa m e ar t ic le gi v e s
adv ic e o n h ow to d raft c e r t i fic a te s so as to en su r e t he v a lidi ty o f th e ir c o n te n ts an d pr e v en t
fo r ge r y .

D. Notes of Guidance for Importers and Exporters

In o rde r to av o id any m isun de r stan din g o f t he r equ ir em en ts, it i s o ft e n a dv isabl e t o pr e p ar e
n o te s o f g u ida n c e to assist im p o r te r s an d expo r t e r s. The no te s sho u ld se t o u t al l th e c o n dit i o n s
c on c e rn in g im p o r ta t io n m easu r e s to be a ppli e d be f o r e and a fte r im po r tat i o n , as w e ll as du r in g
t ran spo r t an d u n lo a din g , le gal o bl igat io n s an d op e rat io n al p ro c e du r e s. The atte n t i o n o f expo r t e r s
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shou ld also be dr aw n to the r e le v a n t In te rnat io n al Air Tra n spo r t Asso c iat io n (IATA) ru le s fo r
t he c ar r iage o f aqu atic an im als an d aquati c an im a l pr o du c ts b y a ir .

The no te s o f gu idan c e shou ld a lso se t o u t in de t ail the hea lth c e r t ifi c at io n r equ ir e m en t s to be
in c l uded in the do c um en ts a c c om pan y in g the c on sig nm en t to it s de st in at io n .
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