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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE OIE
WORKING GROUP ON ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY

Paris, 18-20 November 2002

(Extract from the November-December 2002 meeting of the
OIE International Animal Health Code Commission)

The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety held its first meeting at the OIE Headquarters from
18-20 November 2002.

The members of the OIE Working Group and other participants are listed in Appendix |I. The Agenda adopted is
givenin Appendix II. Dr A. McKenzie was appointed Chair of the Working Group.

The Director General of the OIE, Dr B. Vallat, welcomed the members of the Working Group and thanked them
for their willingness to continue to be involved in the OIE’s new work area on animal production food safety.
Dr Valat noted that the mandate of the OIE in this area included cooperation with other standard-setting
organisations, both to avoid contradictory standards and to address gaps which may exist among current
standards. He explained that new or revised draft OIE standards could arise from the work of OIE experts or
could come from other organisations (especially the Codex Alimentarius Commission [CAC]), and could
become OI E standards after consideration and adoption by the International Committee.

Dr Vallat stressed that the Working Group needed to agree on a prioritised list of tasks, to allow several Ad hoc
Groups or individual experts to address several important issues as soon as possible. He indicated the need to
show some progress to the International Committee at the 2003 General Session. He aso indicated that early
progress in this area of work would demonstrate the benefits of cooperation between organisations with animal
health, zoonoses and food safety responsibilities.

Scope

The Working Group noted that its role, as defined in the Resolutions and Recommendations arising from the
2002 General Session, was to coordinate the animal production food safety activities of the OIE and advise the
OIE Director Genera and the International Animal Health Code Commission thereof. It further noted that the
OIE's work on animal production food safety had the goal of ‘reducing food borne risks to human health by
preventing, eliminating or controlling hazards arising from animals prior to primary processing of animals and
animal products'.
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In coordinating this work, the Working Group would seek to ensure that stakeholders consultation and
transparency needs are met, that multidisciplinary teams are used appropriately, and that Veterinary
Administrations and the OIE adopt a generic framework for managing risks and hazard exposure modelling
throughout the food chain.

The Working Group saw one of its main roles as assisting the OIE, at the working level, to establish and/or
strengthen both formal and informal relationships with relevant international agencies, particularly the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) and their
subsidiary bodies (especially the CAC) and relevant expert groups, regarding animal production food safety.
Modus operandi

The Working Group noted that its terms of reference included:

1) consideration of al food-borne hazards arising from animals before slaughter or first processing of their
products,

2) aprimary focus on food safety measures applicable at the farm level,

3) consideration of food safety measures applicable elsewhere, for example during animal transport and
harvesting of wild animals for food,

4) work criteriaand priorities that take into account global food safety priorities and current work programmes
of relevant international organisations, especially the CAC,

5) the taking into account of the food safety standards developed and under development by relevant
international organisations, especially the CAC,

6) support for the work of the OIE Specialist Commissions on animal production food safety,

7) advising the Director General of the OIE on the implementation of the OIE strategy regarding:
a) establishing Ad hoc Groups to address specific tasks,
b) linking at the working level with the CAC, FAO and WHO,

c) ensuring pre-slaughter animal production food safety is integrated in Specialist Commissions and Ad
hoc Groups' activities,

d) providing technical input into the review of OIE disease notification criteria,

€) enhancing communications, information sharing and consultation.
Relationship with Ad hoc Groups
The Working Group discussed its relationship with Ad hoc Groups and experts set up to work on specific food
safety issues. It decided that the OIE would be better served by the Working Group advising the OIE Director
General on their membership and terms of reference, and acting in a steering group capacity.
The Working Group recommended that the output of Ad hoc Groups and experts be circulated electronically to
Working Group members for comment and their agreement, before being placed on the agenda for the

subsequent meeting of the Code Commission. Subject to endorsement by the Code Commission, the output
would beincluded in its report to Member Countries.
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Relationship with the Codex Alimentarius Commission

The Working Group pointed out that OIE needed to work closely with the CAC, the intergovernmental
organisation responsible for setting food safety standards. Such cooperation was necessary to minimise
duplication, avoid gaps and ensure the most effective utilisation of available expertise. This cooperation may
comprise technical input into the development or revision of a standard of the other organisation or, when
appropriate, the joint development of standards and related texts through expert Ad hoc Groups and Joint Task
Forces, utilising procedures for OIE developed by this Working Group and agreed by the two organisations.

The Working Group emphasised that the OIE was entering into new formal agreements with the WHO and FAOQ,
and believed that a specific agreement should be entered into with the CAC to formalise the above working
relationship. Such an agreement would lay out the criteria for determining whether joint standards should be
developed, or mutual recognition given to relevant standards adopted by either of the two organisations.

Relationship with other partnersand stakeholders

To ensure effective consultation and appropriate transparency in OIE’s work on animal production food safety,
the Working Group recommended that, at appropriate stages in discussion on particular issues, OIE seek input
from other partners and stakeholders, including through public meetings.

The Working Group recommended that the OIE develop a protocol for achieving the above ends.
Multidisciplinary inputs

Given the broad scope and potential impact of the issues under consideration and to ensure practicable and
science-based outcomes, the Working Group in its work and in setting up Ad hoc Groups will seek input from a
wide range of relevant scientific disciplines.

Prioritiesfor addressing hazards of public health importance arising from animals

The Working Group identified a need for the CAC and the OIE to jointly review their current standards and to
identify gaps and areas of duplication. The Working Group recommended that public input into the outcomes of
the review be sought.

The Working Group identified the following issues as of interest in the conduct of this review:

1) Horizontal issues covered or under discussion by both organisations
— riskanalysis
—  surveillance and monitoring
—  traceability
—  equivalence
— evauation of Veterinary Services/ Competent Authorities
—  testing, inspection and certification procedures
2) Zoonoses not currently appropriately addressed in the International Animal Health Code
—  tuberculosis
—  brucdllosis
—  cydticercoses
—  trichinellosis
3) Zoonoses not always affecting animals
—  campylobacteriosis
— samonellosis
—  ligteriosis
— conditions arising from enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli
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4) CAC texts addressing issues of common interest;
—  draft Code of Practice for Meat and Poultry Hygiene
—  Generd Principles of Food Hygiene
—  Code of Practice for Milk and Milk Products
—  draft Code of Practice for Animal Feeding
—  Useof Veterinary Drugs
—  draft Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery Products
—  draft Code of Practice for Aquaculture.

The Working Group identified the need for immediate work to update the current Code chapters on tuberculosis
and brucellosis (and, subject to adequate resources, cysticercoses) to address more fully animal production food

safety aspects.

The Working Group identified a need for procedures for the development, adoption and publication of joint
standards (where appropriate), for the mutual recognition of standards adopted by either organisation and for the
establishment of linkages between standards dealing with related subject areas. The Working Group considered
that the current CAC work on general principles for meat and poultry hygiene would provide an opportunity to
eva uate the above options and identify suitable strategies.

Work programme for 2003
The Working Group recommended that the work programme for 2003 comprise:

— Joint review by the CAC and the OIE of the current standards of both organisations, and identification of
gaps and areas of duplication

—  Prioritising work on standards identified in the review process

—  Preparation of a communications plan, including the organisation of a public meeting, to share the new
cooperation strategy and the Working Group’ s activities

—  Establishment of procedures for developing common standards or linked standards dealing with related
subject areas, using the current CAC work on general principles for meat and poultry hygiene as atest case

— Using multidisciplinary expertise, updating of current Code chapters for brucellosis and tuberculosis (and,
subject to adequate resources, cysticercoses) to address more fully risk management for animal production
food safety.

For brucellosis and tuberculosis (and cysticercoses), the Ad hoc Groups would need to address all pathogenic
strains of the causative organisms arising in animals of relevance to animal health or food safety, and examine
risk management options for live animals, genetic material and all animal commaodities. In their work, the Ad hoc
Groups should take account of existing CAC standards and texts, and of food-borne illness data and related
information.

Other issuesrequiring consideration

The Working Group discussed the following issues for placing on a future work programme and which may
benefit from a coordinated approach:
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Improving awareness regarding animal production food safety for farmers and veterinarians

Antibiotic resistance

A code on ‘good farming practices

Animals derived from modern biotechnology.
Communications plan

As animal production food safety was a new area of work for the OIE and involved the development of a new
working relationship with the CAC, the Working Group believed that OIE Member Countries need to be kept
informed of work in progress. This will be elaborated further during the Working Group’s presentation at the
2003 General Session.

Other business

The Working Group discussed the new international Internet portal on food safety, animal and plant health being
developed by FAO. It recommended that the OIE should make all endeavours to ensure a coordinated approach
for effective integration of information from all relevant sources to benefit the wide range of stakeholders
wishing to use the information.

Next meeting

The Working Group agreed that its next meeting would be held on 8-10 July 2003 in Rome (Italy).

.../Appendices
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WORKING GROUP ON ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY

Paris, 18-20 November 2002

List of participants

MEMBERS OF THE OIE WORKING GROUP

Mr Thomas Billy

President

Codex Alimentarius Commission
FSIS/USDA

14th Streets and Independence Av. S.W.
Room 331-E, Whitten Building
Washington, D.C. 20250
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
E-mail: tom.billy@usda.gov

Tel: (202) 720 70 25

Fax: (202) 690 08 20

Dr Pavlos Economides
Member of the OIE Administrative
Commission
Secretary General of the OIE Regional
Commission for the Middle East
Aesop 35 Aglantzia
Nicosia 2113
CYPRUS
E-mail:pavlos_economides@hotmail.com
Tel: (357-22) 3323 66/

(357-99) 62 88 42
Fax: (357-22) 33 28 03

OTHER PARTICIPANT

Dr Isabelle Chmitelin

Directrice générale adjointe

Direction générale de l'alimentation
Ministere de I'agriculture et de la péche
251, rue de Vaugirard

75732 Paris Cedex 15

FRANCE

E-mail:
sabelle.chmitelin@agriculture.gouv.fr
Tel: (33-1) 49 55 81 77

Fax: (33-1) 49 55 55 91

Dr Andrew McKenzie

Executive Director

New Zealand Food Safety Authority
68-86 Jervois Quay

PO Box 2835

Wellington

NEW ZEALAND

Tel. 64 4 463 2500

Fax 64 4 463 2501

Mobile 64 21 430 187

Email andrew.mckenzie@nzfsa.govt.nz

Dr Héléne Coulibaly (absent)
Directrice de I'Alimentation et de la
Qualité

Ministere de I'agriculture et des
ressources animales

Cité administative

Tour C 11éme étage

BPV 84

COTE D'IVOIRE

E-mail: dag@africaonline.co.ci
Tel: (225) 20 21 89 72

Fax: (225) 2021 90 71

Mr Alan Randell

Secretary, Codex Alimentarius
Commission

FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme,
Rome

ITALY

Tel: +39(06)5705.4390

Fax: +39(06)5705.4593

Email: alan.randell@fao.org
Internet:
http://www.codexalimentarius.net

Dr. A. Thiermann

President of the OIE International

Animal Health Code Commission

12, rue de Prony

E-mail: alexthiermann@compuserve.com
Tel.:(331) 44 15 18 69

Fax:(331) 42 67 09 87

OIE HEADQUARTERS

Dr B. Vallat

Director General

12, rue de Prony

75017 Paris

FRANCE

Tel: 33 - (0)1 44 1518 88
Fax: 33 - (0)1 42 67 09 87
E-mail: oie@oie.int

Dr D. Wilson

Head

International Trade Department
Tel.: 33 (0)1 44.15.18.80

Fax: 33 (0)142.67.09.87
E-mail: d.wilson@oie.int

Dr H. Kamakawa

Chargé de mission
International Trade Department
Tel.: 33 (0)1 44.15.18.92

Fax: 33 (0)1 42.67.09.87
E-mail: h.kamakawa@oie.int
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MEETING OF THE OIE
WORKING GROUP ON ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY

Paris, 18-20 November 2002

Agenda

Introduction

- discussion at OIE Genera Session

- other relevant discussions

Working Group update

- Members' activities since last meeting

- relevant Codex activities

Draft statement of policies and principles
Working Group modus operandi

- termsof reference

- relationship with Codex

- relationship with NGOs and industry groups
- use of external expertise

OI E International Animal Health Code

- introductory text

- review of relevant current chapters

- new hazards

Operational Plan for 2003: Prioritiesand resour ces
Communications Plan

Other business

Next meeting
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