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REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE OIE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR ANIMAL DISEASES 

Paris, 11�13 February 2009 

_______ 

The meeting of the OIE Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases was held at the OIE Headquarters in Paris, 
France, from 11 to 13 February 2009. The Commission was welcomed by Dr Gideon Brückner, Deputy Director 
General of the OIE, who outlined the important issues to be discussed on the agenda and especially those issues in 
preparation for the 77th General Session of the OIE in May 2009. As this was the last meeting of the current 
Scientific Commission, he also thanked the members for their dedication during the past 3 years in promoting the 
interests of the OIE and its Members. 

The draft agenda was adopted. 

The meeting was chaired partly by Dr Alejandro Schudel, Vice-President of the Scientific Commission, and partly 
by Prof. Vincenzo Caporale, President of the Scientific Commission. Dr Preben Willeberg was rapporteur. 

The Agenda and the List of Participants are given at Appendices I and II, respectively. 

1. Report of the meeting of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases of 30 September to 
2 October 2008  

The Commission reviewed and adopted the report of the meeting, and considered the issues emanating from 
the report: 

Handbook on Animal Health Surveillance: The Commission was informed that the OIE financial policy does 
not provide for remuneration of authors who will contribute to the chapters in the handbook. As the 
contributing authors would most probably all be associated with the three OIE Collaborating Centres on 
Epidemiology, the Commission recommended that a representative of each of these Collaborating Centres be 
invited to the next meeting of the ad hoc Group on Epidemiology and the opportunities for external funding 
from possible donors be discussed. It was emphasised that irrespective of the availability of funding, the 
project should proceed. Note was also taken of the assurance that arrangements within the OIE Scientific and 
Technical Department have already been secured to manage the process as well as to provide editorial and 
coordination services for the project.  

Foot and mouth disease expert mission to South America: The Commission took note of the plans for the 
third expert mission to South America to assess progress with the implementation of the agreement between 
the OIE and the CVP (Standing Veterinary Committee of the Southern Cone) to apply a regional approach to 
the control of foot and mouth disease (FMD). The mission will take place from 4 to 13 March 2009 and will 
start and end with discussions with the CVP and the OIE Delegates of the respective countries. Logistical 
arrangements will be managed by the OIE Regional Representative for the Americas in consultation with the 
CVP.  
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OIE Reference Laboratory networks: Following a presentation by the OIE/FAO 1  World Reference 
Laboratory for FMD during the meeting of the Commission in September, it was noted that the OIE will 
organise a 1-day symposium on veterinary laboratory networks and networking during the biennial conference 
of the World Association for Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (WAVLD), scheduled for Madrid, Spain 
in June 2009. The Commission was also informed that the OIE Administrative Commission will, following 
the request of the Biological Standards Commission, consider the possibility of giving more official 
recognition within the OIE statutes to networks of OIE Reference Laboratories. 

2. Review of the work plan and activities of the Scientific Commission 

The Commission reviewed progress with the work plan for the period 2006�2009 and noted that while 
acknowledging that some activities are still ongoing, the most important targets set for the period were 
achieved. 

− The Commission endorsed with appreciation the guidelines developed by the Scientific and Technical 
Department on the internal administrative procedures that will be applied to processing and preparing 
application dossiers from Members for disease status evaluation. Within the next few months, this 
process will be complemented further with an electronic documentation system to ensure reliable 
archiving of all relative documentation. It was noted with appreciation that the OIE web pages on 
official disease status recognition have been significantly changed to be more informative and 
accessible for Members. 

− Note was taken of the initiatives to promote the concept of participatory epidemiology in support of 
Resolution No. XXXI Participation of small farmers in animal health programmes, adopted at the 76th 
OIE General Session. The Commission cautioned that the sustainability of such a complementary 
surveillance system should first be tested on a national and regional basis before being recommended 
for global application. Consideration should also be given to clearly identifying the responsibilities 
and mandates of veterinarians compared with para-veterinary supportive staff. 

− The Commission recommended that after the 77th General Session, the newly elected Scientific 
Commission consider the inclusion in its future working plan of a revision to the current guidelines 
for BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy) surveillance.  

− The Commission took note of the progress on developing guidelines on epidemiological modelling, 
and the process that will be followed by the ad hoc Group to finalise the draft guidelines. 

3. Review of the reports of ad hoc Groups 

3.1. Ad hoc Group on Swine Vesicular Disease 

Following discussion on the draft chapter and surveillance guidelines for Swine vesicular disease (SVD) 
during the meeting of the Commission in September 2008, the President of the Commission requested 
that they be forwarded to the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Terrestrial Code 
Commission) for further processing and Member comments in view of the changes made to the draft 
chapter on Classical swine fever that will be presented for adoption during the 77th OIE General Session 
in May 2009. 

3.2 Ad hoc Group on Evaluation of Rinderpest Disease Status of Members 

The Commission endorsed the reports and recommendations following the meetings of the ad hoc Group 
held from 18 to 19 November 2008 and on 30 January 2009, with the exception of the recommendation 
to recognise the status of some Members following confirmation of receipt by the OIE of at least their 
annual disease status reports for 2007. The Commission reiterated its decision that the regular 
submission of disease status reports by Members is an important prerequisite for the consideration of the 
allocation and maintenance of the official disease status of a Member.  

                                                           

1  FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 



 

Scientific Commission/February 2009 3 

The Commission evaluated and approved applications from five countries for recognition of historical 
freedom from rinderpest that were received too late for evaluation by the ad hoc Group. 

The Commission endorsed and approved the proposed short questionnaire for the annual reconfirmation 
of the rinderpest free status by OIE Members. 

The Commission supported the view of the Director General of the OIE that the OIE is the only 
international organisation mandated for official recognition of disease status and confirmed that the 
process that has been implemented with the support of FAO to evaluate the rinderpest status of non-OIE 
Members does not alter in any way this primary mandate of the OIE. 

Following the recent outbreaks and spread of Peste des petits ruminants (PPR), the Commission also 
recommended that the Director General convene an ad hoc Group on the disease to ensure that the 
provisions of the current Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) chapter remain adequate and 
scientifically justified. 

3.3. Ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Disease Status of 
Members 

The Commission endorsed the report and recommendations following the meeting of the ad hoc Group 
from 9 to 10 December 2008. A final decision on the status of two applicant Members was reserved 
pending submission and re-evaluation by the ad hoc Group of the additional information requested. 

The Commission did not agree with the recommendation of the ad hoc Group to include bovine lungs as 
a safe commodity and requested that Article 11.8.1.bis (4), which will be proposed for adoption, be 
changed accordingly to meat and meat products (excluding lungs).  

The suggestion of the Group to exclude semen and embryos was discussed and it was recommended that 
the proposal should be considered after consulting the current IETS2 guidelines on semen and embryos 
as it applies to Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP). 

The Commission endorsed and approved the proposed short questionnaire for the annual reconfirmation 
of the CBPP free status by OIE Members 

3.4. Ad hoc Group on Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status Evaluation of Members  

The Commission endorsed the report and recommendation following the meeting of the ad hoc Group 
from 3 to 4 February 2009. 

The shortened questionnaire proposed by the ad hoc Group for the annual reconfirmation of country risk 
status for BSE was discussed in detail by the Commission. It was acknowledged that the revised 
shortened questionnaire is an improvement on the previous version, but the Commission resolved that it 
might still require too much detail for the purpose of an annual reconfirmation of status and the 
questionnaire should thus be referred back to the Group for reconsideration. 

3.5. Ad hoc Group on the Evaluation of Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Members  

The Commission endorsed the report and recommendation following the meeting of the ad hoc Group 
from 9 to 10 February 2009. The Commission endorsed the recommendation of the Group for the 
immediate recovery of status of a free zone without vaccination in Botswana following a request from 
the Delegate of Botswana to the Director General indicating that the outbreak of FMD was successfully 
controlled in accordance with the requirements of the Terrestrial Code. The Commission also approved 
the recommendation of the Group for the establishment of a free zone with vaccination within the 
Eastern Zone of Colombia identified by the Delegate of Colombia as well as for the establishment of a 
buffer zone along the eastern border of the country separating the free zone from the adjoining country. 

                                                           

2  IETS: International Embryo Transfer Society 



 

4 Scientific Commission/February 2009 

The Commission took note that for two of the three applications received by the ad hoc Group for 
evaluation, supplementary information was provided during the meeting by delegations from these 
countries. 

The Commission endorsed and approved the proposed short questionnaire for the annual reconfirmation 
of the FMD free status by OIE Members. 

3.6. Ad hoc Group on Epidemiology 

No meeting of the ad hoc Group has been held since the last meeting of the Commission but for the 
meeting of the Group scheduled for 15 to 17 April 2009, the Commission requested that the Group 
should specifically focus its discussions on the following:  

− Finalisation of future work on the Handbook on Animal Disease Surveillance with inputs from 
the contributing OIE Collaborating Centres, which in turn should be invited to attend the 
meeting. 

− Review of the comments from the Working Group on Wildlife Diseases on surveillance 
strategies with respect to certain chapters in the Terrestrial Code identified by the Working 
Group. A member of the Working Group should be invited to brief the ad hoc Group on their 
proposals. 

3.7. Working Group on Wildlife Diseases (Doc. 77 SG/13 GT) 

The Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the meeting of the Working Group on Wildlife 
Diseases of 26 to 29 January 2009. The Commission noted with appreciation the new enthusiasm and 
initiatives of the Group portrayed in the report. As this is a Working Group with new members, the 
Commission recommended that the Chairman of the Working Group be invited to the next meeting of 
the Scientific Commission to discuss the terms of reference of the Working Group as well as to confirm 
the future working relationship between the Group and the Scientific Commission.  

The Group made several suggestions for possible review of some animal disease chapters in the 
Terrestrial Code and the Terrestrial Manual. As most of these suggestions for the Terrestrial Code are 
related to the incorporation of wildlife into disease surveillance strategies, the Commission resolved that 
the proposals of the Group be forwarded to the ad hoc Group on Epidemiology for consideration at its 
next meeting and that a member of the Working Group be invited to attend the meeting of the ad hoc 
Group to provide further clarity on the proposals.  

The Commission took note of the discussions of the Group on the report on the meeting on the 
establishment of Trans-frontier Conservation areas that was held in Kasane, Botswana from 11 to 
14 November 2008. The Commission acknowledged that the outcomes and recommendations of this 
meeting are very relevant to previous and ongoing discussions within the Commission and the OIE on 
the establishment or recognition of disease-free areas with or without the presence of wildlife and 
recommended that the Scientific Commission add this item to the agenda of its next meeting for detailed 
discussion and recommendations to the OIE.  

4. General issues related to foot and mouth disease 

4.1. OIE foot and mouth disease expert mission to South America 

See Item 1 above.  

4.2. Request for a joint EUFMD/FAO/OIE/WRL newsletter on foot and mouth disease 

The Commission took note of a request raised by the Executive Committee of the EUFMD at its meeting 
in December 2008 in Vienna, that the OIE consider becoming one of the contributing partners in the 
production of a joint EUFMD/FAO/OIE/WRL newsletter on either an annual or biannual basis. The 
main purpose would be to reflect the pertinent issues related to FMD such as disease-free status, research 
results, progress with control strategies, information on vaccines and vaccination, etc. The Commission 
agreed in principle to the feasibility and need for such an initiative, especially in relation to the OIE/FAO 
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Global Conference on FMD scheduled for June 2009 in Paraguay and the intention to mobilise a global 
commitment to moving towards the global control of FMD. 

It was resolved that the way forward with the launching of such a joint newsletter should best be 
discussed and decided on during the forthcoming OIE/FAO Global Conference on FMD in Paraguay and 
pending the views of the Director General on such an initiative. 

4.3. OIE/FAO Global Conference on Foot and Mouth Disease 

The Commission took note of the plans for the Conference, which will be held in Asunción, Paraguay 
from 24 to 26 June 2009. The President of the Commission reminded members that the need for such a 
global conference was raised by the Scientific Commission in its report to the International Committee 
during the 75th OIE General Session and that the Commission will therefore follow with interest further 
progress in the hosting of the event.   

4.4. Proposal for a simplified process for applying progressive control of foot and mouth disease 

The Commission took note of a draft document prepared by FAO under the GF-TADs3 umbrella to 
develop a systematic approach for achieving progressive FMD control to enable countries to eventually 
move towards official OIE recognised country or zonal freedom from disease. While acknowledging that 
such a process could especially assist developing and endemically infected countries, the Commission 
regarded the document as still very incomplete and resolved that it would need further refinement and 
wider consultation. The Commission decided to reserve further discussion on the proposal pending the 
prior approval by the executive committee of GF-TADs for the launching of such an initiative. 

4.5 Interim report of the OIE Reference Laboratory for foot and mouth disease (Pirbright) 
(Appendix III ) 

The Commission noted with thanks the report provided by the Reference Laboratory on the activities of 
the laboratory in 2008 and an overview of the world FMD situation. 

5. General issues related to official disease status recognition 

Further to the discussions on the internal management procedures within the Scientific and Technical 
Department for country status evaluation (see item 2 above), an overview was provided by the Department on 
the state of the annual disease status confirmations sent by Members. The Commission expressed concern that 
a noticeable number of Members have not yet complied with the obligation that was re-confirmed in 
Resolution XXII adopted during the 76th General Session in May 2008 to confirm the maintenance of disease 
status by November. The Commission urged the President and the Director General of the OIE to strictly 
apply the punitive measures outlined in Recommendations 9 and 10 of Resolution No. XXII � that a Member 
who fails to annually confirm its disease status be deleted from the relevant official disease-free list and that 
such a Member will have to submit a de novo application for status recognition. 

6. Developments within OIE to integrate more closely the animal/human/ecosystems interface 

The Commission took note of further progress in this field and the joint OIE/FAO/WHO/UNSIC/UNICEF and 
World Bank declaration that was issued following the Inter-ministerial Conference in Sharm el-Sheik, Egypt 
in October 2008. The Commission was also briefed on the appointment of a designated official from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, USA to the Scientific and Technical 
Department to specifically manage this process and facilitate the establishment and further development of a 
network of OIE Collaborating Centres dealing with the human�animal interface. The Commission asked to be 
kept updated on further developments on this initiative and confirmed its commitment to providing 
appropriate inputs as requested by the Director General. 

                                                           

3  GF-TADs: OIE/FAO Global Framework for Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases 
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7. Issues referred to the Scientific Commission by the Terrestrial Code Commission 

On request of the Terrestrial Code Commission, the Scientific Commission reviewed Member comments on 
Terrestrial Code chapters on Guidelines on Animal health surveillance, Guidelines on vector surveillance, 
Bluetongue, Tuberculosis (bovine and cervids), Classical swine fever (CSF), CBPP and FMD. The comments 
of the Scientific Commission were entered directly into the documents provided by the Terrestrial Code 
Commission for its further attention. In addition to the comments provided directly in the documents to the 
Terrestrial Code Commission, the Scientific Commission provided the following additional comments: 

7.1. Animal health surveillance 

The Commission expressed its concern that in the title of chapter 1.4 �Animal health surveillance� the 
wording �General guidelines� as it appeared in the original text in the previous Appendix, has been 
omitted. The Commission therefore requested the Terrestrial Code Commission to reconsider changing 
the wording back to the original as the intent of the chapter was and still is to provide general guidelines 
for surveillance while specific guidelines are provided for in the disease-specific chapters such as FMD, 
avian influenza, etc. The Commission also expressed concern that while the initial intent of the general 
guidelines was to give guidelines on surveillance for disease detection and certification of freedom from 
disease, the comments received reflect a strong emphasis on trade concerns and trade-related issues 
thereby missing or diluting the real purpose of the chapter.  

The Commission also cautioned against adding too much additional detail to the chapter as the intention 
is to provide the required detail on animal health surveillance in the Handbook for Animal Health 
Surveillance that is currently under development by the ad hoc Group on Epidemiology. 

7.2. Vector surveillance 

The Commission is in agreement with the proposed changes with no further comments to add.  

7.3. Bluetongue 

The Commission was informed of and is in agreement with the decision of the Director General to 
convene a special Expert Consultation Meeting on Bluetongue to consider the apparent diverse opinions 
on issues related to post-vaccination withholding periods of 60 days, the differentiation between post-
vaccination safe periods for inactivated vs attenuated vaccines, the period of infectivity of 60 days and 
the possible trade implications of transplacental transmission of the bluetongue virus. A tentative date for 
the meeting of 14 April 2009 at OIE headquarters in Paris has been proposed. The Commission 
requested that the invited experts be globally representative to ensure an informed decision be taken 
reflecting experiences of experts with the disease from all parts of the world. 

The Commission reiterated its support for a 30-day post-vaccination safe period as well as the change of 
the period of infectivity from 60 to 30 days.  

7.4. Tuberculosis 

Article 11.7.3 (compartmentalisation) should be re-drafted, especially requirements 1(a) and 1(b) and 
onwards, as they do not fit with the concept of compartmentalisation, both from a spatial and temporal 
viewpoint. 

7.5. Classical swine fever (CSF) 

The Commission noted that as Article 15.3.1 (general provisions defining the disease) differs entirely 
from what was originally provided in the text developed by the ad hoc Group, it makes it difficult to 
provide specific responses to the comments received from Members. The changes however reflect the 
ongoing discussions on the role of wildlife in the declaration or certification for disease freedom and the 
application of compartmentalisation, and would therefore for obvious reasons also have an effect on 
future revisions of disease chapters such as for SVD, African swine fever and FMD.  
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7.6. Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) 

The Commission confirmed that lungs should be excluded from the list of safe commodities and that 
Article 11.8.1.bis (4) be changed accordingly to meat and meat products (excluding lungs). 

The inclusion of semen and embryos as a safe commodity was discussed and it was recommended that 
the proposal should be considered after consulting the current IETS guidelines on semen and embryos as 
it applies to CBPP. 

7.7. Foot and mouth disease 

The Commission does not agree with or support the concept of a �mandatory protection zone� proposed 
by a Member nor the comments made by the OIRSA/Dominica/El Salvador/Panama/Mexico group of 
countries obligating the establishment of a protection zone. 

The proposal for replacing buffer zone with protection zone and deleting surveillance zone is supported. 

8. Issues referred to the Scientific Commission by the Biological Standards Commission 

The Commission took note of and supported the proposal by the Biological Standards Commission that the 
agar gel immunodiffusion test for bluetongue should be removed from the list of prescribed tests and added to 
the list of alternative tests. 

9. Next meeting of the Scientific Commission 

The next meeting of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases will be decided following the election of 
the new members during the 77th General Session in May 2009.  Provision should be made for a meeting of 
the Bureau of the Commission during July 2009 and full meetings of the Commission in September 2009 and 
February 2010. Meetings should, where possible, overlap with or be planned in close association with the 
meetings of the Terrestrial Code Commission. 

_______________ 

 
�/Appendices 
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Appendix I 

MEETING OF THE 

OIE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR ANIMAL DISEASES 

Paris, 11�13 February 2009 

______ 

Agenda 

1. Report of the meeting of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases of 30 September to 2 October 2008  

2. Review of the work plan and activities of the Scientific Commission 

3. Review of the reports of ad hoc Groups 

4. General issues related to foot and mouth disease 

5. General issues related to official disease status recognition 

6. Developments within OIE to integrate more closely the animal/human/ecosystems interface 

7. Issues referred to Scientific Commission by the Terrestrial Code Commission 

8. Issues referred to the Scientific Commission by the Biological Standards Commission 

9. Next meeting of the Scientific Commission 

 

_______________ 
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Appendix II 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

OF THE OIE SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR ANIMAL DISEASES 

Paris, 11�13 February 2009 

_______ 

List of participants 

MEMBERS 

Prof. Vincenzo Caporale (President) 
Director 
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
dell�Abruzzo e del Molise �G. Caporale� 
Via Campo Boario 
64100 Teramo 
ITALY 
Tel: (39.0861) 33 22 33 
Fax: (39.0861) 33 22 51 
direttore@izs.it 
 
Dr Alejandro Schudel (Vice-President) 
Urraca 1366 
C.P. 7167 Carilo 
Partido de Pinamar 
Provincia de Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 
Tel.: (54-22) 5457 1563 
Fax: (54-22) 5457 1563 
alejandro.schudel@gmail.com 
 
 

Dr Preben Willeberg (Secretary General) 
Center for Animal Disease Modelling and 
Surveillance 
School of Veterinary Medicine 
University of Calfornia Davis 
California 95616 
USA 
Tel: (1-530) 752.0336 
Fax: (1-530) 752.1618 
pwilleberg@ucdavis.edu 
 
 

Prof. Dr Salah Hammami 
Director General 
National Institute of Veterinary Research 
20 rue Djebel Lakhdar 
La Rabta 1006 
Tunis 
TUNISIA 
Tel: (216-71) 561 070/ 562 602 / 564 321 
Fax: (216-71) 569 692 
hammami.salah@iresa.agrinet.tn 

Dr Kenichi Sakamoto 
Chief of Exotic Diseases Research Team 
National Institute of Animal Health 
(NIAH) 
6-20-1, Josui-honcho, Kodaira 
187 0022 Tokyo 
JAPAN 
Tel: (81-423) 21 14 41 
Fax: (81-423) 25 51 22 
skenichi@affrc.go.jp 
 

OIE CENTRAL BUREAU 

Dr Bernard Vallat 
Director General 
12 rue de Prony 
75017 Paris 
FRANCE 
Tel: 33 - (0)1 44 15 18 88 
Fax: 33 - (0)1 42 67 09 87 
oie@oie.int 
 
Dr Gideon Brückner 
Deputy Director General 
g.bruckner@oie.int 
 

Dr Elisabeth Erlacher-Vindel 
Deputy Head, Scientific and Technical Department 
e.erlacher-vindel@oie.int 
 
Dr Lea Knopf 
Recognition of countries� animal disease status 
Scientific and Technical Department 
l.knopf@oie.int 
 
Dr Yong Joo Kim 
Recognition of countries� animal disease status 
Scientific and Technical Department 
yj.kim@oie.int 
 
 

 

_______________ 
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