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ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION OF THE OIE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 

OF AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS STATUS OF MEMBERS1 

18 October 2018 

_____ 

The OIE ad hoc Group on the evaluation of the African horse sickness (AHS) status of Members (hereafter the Group) 

was consulted electronically on 18 October 2018.  

1. Adoption of the agenda and appointment of chairperson and rapporteur 

Dr Neo Mapitse, Head of Status Department, thanked the Group for its commitment and its extensive support 

towards the OIE in fulfilling the mandates given by Members. 

Dr Morgane Dominguez, Status Department, thanked the experts for having signed the forms for undertaking 

of confidentiality and declaration of conflicts of interest. The declared interests were reviewed by the OIE and 

the Group and it was agreed that none represented a potential conflict in the evaluation of AHS status of 

Members.  

The Group was chaired by Dr Beverley Parker and Dr James MacLachlan was the rapporteur with the support 

of the OIE Secretariat. The Group adopted the proposed agenda.   

The terms of reference, agenda and list of participants are presented as Appendices I, II and III, respectively.  

2. Evaluation of the maintenance of the official recognition of AHS free status  

At the request of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases, the Group assessed one dossier from a 

Member for the maintenance of the official recognition of its AHS free country status. The Group concluded 

that this Member did not meet the requirements of the Terrestrial Code, and recommended this AHS free 

country status be suspended.  

3.  Adoption of the report 

The Group reviewed and amended the draft report provided by the rapporteur and agreed to circulate the draft 

report electronically for comments before the final adoption. The Group agreed that the report captured the 

discussions. 

_______________ 

  

                                                           
1  Note: This ad hoc Group report reflects the views of its members and may not necessarily reflect the views of the OIE. This 

report should be read in conjunction with the February 2019 report of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases because 

this report provides its considerations and comments. It is available at: http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-

setting/specialists-commissions-groups/scientific-commission-reports/meetings-reports/ 

http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/specialists-commissions-groups/scientific-commission-reports/meetings-reports/
http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/specialists-commissions-groups/scientific-commission-reports/meetings-reports/
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Appendix I 

ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION OF THE OIE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 

OF AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS STATUS OF MEMBERS 

18 October 2018 

_____ 

Terms of reference 

The OIE ad hoc group on African horse sickness (AHS) status of Members (the Group) is expected to evaluate a 

dossier for the maintenance of a Member’s official AHS free status. 

This implies that the members of this Group are expected to: 

1. Sign off the updated OIE Undertaking on Confidentiality of information 

2. Complete the Declaration of Interests Form and forward it to the OIE at their earliest convenience, and at least 

two weeks before the teleconference 

3. Evaluate the application for maintenance of an officially free AHS status 

a. Prior to the teleconference 

 read and study in detail the dossier provided by the OIE;  

 take into account any other information available in the public domain that is considered pertinent for 

the evaluation; 

 summarise the dossier according to the Terrestrial Animal Health Code requirements, using the form 

provided by the OIE; 

 draft the questions whenever the analysis of the dossier raises questions which need to be clarified or 

completed with additional details by the Member; 

 send the completed form and the possible questions to the OIE, at least 10 days before the 

teleconference. 

b.  During the teleconference 

 contribute to the discussion with their expertise; 

 withdraw from the discussions and decision making when possible conflict of interest; 

 provide a detailed report in order to recommend, to the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases, 

the maintenance or suspension of the AHS free status considered, and to indicate any information gaps 

or specific areas that should be addressed in the future by the Member. 

c.  After the teleconference 

 contribute electronically to the finalisation of the report  

 

 

_______________ 
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Appendix II 

ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION OF THE OIE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 

OF AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS STATUS OF MEMBERS 

18 October 2018 

_____ 

Agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda and appointment of chairperson and rapporteur 

2. Evaluation of the maintenance of the official recognition of AHS free status 

3. Adoption of report 

_______________ 
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Appendix III 

ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION OF THE OIE AD HOC GROUP ON THE EVALUATION 

OF AFRICAN HORSE SICKNESS STATUS OF MEMBERS 

18 October 2018 

______ 

List of participants 

MEMBERS 

Dr Hichem Bouzghaia 
National Veterinary School - Tunisia 
31, rue Plutarque – Les Jardins de 
Carthage 
2046 Sidi Daoud 
TUNISIA 
Tel:  +216 52 268 295 
bouzghaiahichem@yahoo.fr 
 
 

Dr Alf-Eckbert Füssel 
Deputy Head of Unit, DG SANTE/G2 
European Commission 
Rue Froissart 101-3/64 - B-1040 Brussels 
BELGIUM 
Tel: (32) 2 295 08 70 
Fax: (32) 2 295 3144 
alf-eckbert.fuessel@ec.europa.eu 
 

Dr James MacLachlan 
Department of Pathology, Microbiology 
and Immunology 
School of Veterinary Medicine 
University of California 
Davis, California 95616-8739 
USA 
Tel: (1.530) 754 8125 
Fax: (1.530) 752 3349 
njmaclachlan@ucdavis.edu 

 
Dr Beverley Parker 
Equine Health Fund, 
Wits Health Consortium 
No 8 Blackwood Avenue, Parktown, 
Johannesburg, 2193 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel: (27-82) 578-7044 
bparker@witshealth.co.za 

 

 
Dr Evan Sergeant 
(invited but could not attend) 
AusVet Animal Health Services 
Orange NSW 2800 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel:  (61) 2 6362 1598 
Fax:    (61)7 4688 2699 
evansergeant@gmail.com 
 

 
Dr Stéphan Zientara 
ANSES/INRA/ENVA 
Directeur de l'UMR 1161 
23 Avenue du Général de Gaulle 
94703 Maisons-Alfort 
FRANCE 
Tel: (33) 1 43 96 72 80 
stephan.zientara@vet-alfort.fr 
 

SCAD representative 

Dr Cristóbal Zepeda 
(President)  
7500 Brasilia Place 
Dulles VA 20189-7500  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tel: +55 61 3312-7725  
cristobal.zepeda@aphis.usda.gov 
  

  

OIE HEADQUARTERS 

Dr Neo Joel Mapitse 
Head 
Status Department 
n.mapitse@oie.int 

Dr Morgane Dominguez 
Project officer 
Status Department 
m.dominguez@oie.int 

Dr Wael Sakhraoui 
Chargé de mission 
Status Department 
w.sakhraoui@oie.int 

_______________ 
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