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Introduction  

1. The 83rd General Session of the World Assembly of Delegates 1 of the World Organisation 

for Animal Health (OIE) was held from 24 to 28 May  2015 at the Maison de la Chimie, and 

on 29 May 2015 at the OIE Headquarters, in Paris (France), under the chairmanship of 

Dr  Karin Schwabenbauer (Germany), President of the Assembly. Dr Nicholas Kauta 

(Uganda) chaired that part of the First Plenary Session dealing with the Technical Item. 

Dr  Botlhe Michael  Modisane (South Africa) chaired the Eighth Plenary Session following 

his election as President.  

2. Delegations from 151 Member Countries participated in the General Session.  

3. Observers from 2 non-member countries or territories and rep resentatives of 34 interna -

tional and regional organisations having an agreement with the OIE.  

4. The Director General of the OIE, Dr  Bernard Vallat, participated in the sessions in a 

consultative capacity and served as Secretary General.  

5. Dr Tammy R. Beckham (United States of America) participated in the General Session as 

Rapporteur for the Technical Item.  

6. The Presidents of the OIE Specialist Commissions and representatives of the Working 

Groups and of some ad hoc Groups al so participated in the plenary sessions.  

7. Dr Amadou Samba Sidibe, Dr  Romano Marabelli, Dr  Barry OõNeil, and Dr Carlos A. Correa 

Messuti, Honorary Presidents of the OIE, participated in the General Session.  

8. The Director General of Pan American Health Organization ð PAHO , Ms Carissa Etienne, 

the Secretary General of the World Customs Organization , Mr Kunio Mikuriya , as well as 

16 Ministers and Members of Government from Member Countries also participated in the 

Opening Session. 

AS UNDAY 24  MAY 2015 8 

Opening Session  

9. To welcome the distinguished guests and participants to the 83rd General Session, a 

musical group , generously provided by Argentina,  was invited to enliven a part of the 

Opening Session. 

10. President Schwabe nbauer welcomed the participants and thanked the following for 

honouring the OIE with their presence at the opening ceremony: Mr Senzeni Zokwana 

(Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of South Africa), Mr Carlos Casamiquela 

(Minister of Agricultu re and Livestock of Argentina), Ms Katia Abreu (Minister of 

Agriculture of Brazil), Mr Javier Ponce Cevallos (Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and 

Fisheries of Ecuador), Mr Asylzhan Mamytbekov (Minister of Agriculture of Kazakhstan), 

Mr Akram Chehayeb (M inister of Agriculture of Lebanon), Mr Anthelme Ramparany 

(Minister of Livestock of Madagascar), Mr Mahaman Elhadji Ousmane (Minister of 

Livestock of Niger), Mr Issa Ali Taher (Minister of Livest ock and Hydraulics of Chad), 

Mr  Sikandar Hayat Khan Bosan (Fe deral Minister for National Food Security and 

Research of Pakistan), Mr Faisal Hassan Ibrahim (Minister for Livestock, Fisheries and 

Rangelands of Sudan), as well as Mr Raúl Sunico (Deputy Minister of Economy of Chile), 

Mr Nodar Kereselidze (First Deputy M inister for Agriculture of Georgia), Mr Nuno Vieira e 

Brito (Secretary of State for Food and Agri -food Research of Portugal), Mr Sami S. Al -

Nohait (Assistant Deputy Minister for Animal Resources of Saudi Arabia), Mr Mohamed 

Sadiki (Secretary General at the  Ministry of Agriculture of  Morocco), Mr José Reano (Under 

Secretary of State to the Deputy Minister for Livestock of the Philippines), Ms Carissa 

                                                      

1 Hereafter òthe Assemblyó 
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Etienne (Director of the Pan American Health Organization ð PAHO), Mr Kunio Mikuriya 

(Secretary General of th e World Customs Organization) and Mr Patrick Dehaumont 

(Director General of Food at the Ministry for Agriculture, Agri -food and Forestry of France).  

11. Dr Schwabenbauer then stated that her 3-year term of office had enabled her to meet the 

Delegates of numerous countries, discuss with them their national or regional difficulties 

and constraints in dealing with animal health issues and thus gain a clearer understanding 

of their expectations of the OIE.  

In her address, Dr Schwabenbauer reminded  the Assembly of the progress made during the 

past 3 years in meeting the challenges facing Veterinary Services. She provided some 

activity indicators for the Organisation, including the number of chapters of the Codes and 

Manuals  that had been revised, th e number of Reference Laboratories and Collaborating 

Centres recognised, the number of agreements with other organisations, the number of 

twinning projects and global conferences, and also the two new OIE offices, established in 

Moscow (Russia) and Astana (Kazakhstan) , as well as  the increase in the budget, enabling 

the activity programme to be implemented. This had been made possible thanks to the 

commitment of all those involved and to partnerships.  

The President pointed to topics meriting special attenti on within the framework of the 

forthcoming Sixth Strategic Plan, which would serve as a guideline for the future Director 

General. With regard to the results already achieved, Dr Schwabenbauer emphasised the 

decisive role of Dr Vallat during his 15 years as Director General. Lastly, she thanked the 

OIE teams for their excellent work in supporting OIE Member Countries, and also the 

experts of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups.  

12. Following her address, the President handed the flo or to Mr Dehaumont, who read out a 

message from Mr François Hollande, President of the French Republic, and then to 

Mr  Senzeni Zokwana, Mr Carlos Casamiquela, Ms Katia Abreu, Mr Javier Ponce Cevallos, 

Mr  Asylzhan Mamytbekov, Mr Akram Chehayeb, Mr Anthelme Ramparany, Mr Issa Ali 

Taher, Mr Raúl Sunico, Mr  Nuno Vieira e Brito, Mr Mohamed Sadiki, Ms Carissa Etienne 

and Mr Kunio Mikuriya.  

Presentation of OIE Honorary Awards  

13. Dr  Schwabenbauer reminded the participants that in 1985 the Assembly had deci ded to 

grant honorary awards to members of the veterinary community for outstanding services to 

veterinary science and to the OIE. She then indicated the persons selected by the Council in 

2015 to receive the awards: Dr  Roy Gordon Bengis (South Africa) for  the Gold Medal and 

Dr  Abdul Rahman Sira (India), Dr  Temple Grandin (United States of America) and 

Prof.  Volker Moenning (Germany) for the Meritorious Service Award.  

14. Dr  Schwabenbauer commended Dr  Bengis and recalled the major accomplishments of his 

career and his outstanding services to the OIE and to the veterinary world, in his capacity 

as a wildlife specialist, as State veterinarian in the Kruger National Park (South Africa) 

and notably as a member of the OIE Working Group on Wildlife for a nu mber of years. She 

presented him with the Gold Medal. She then delivered a speech in praise of Dr  Sira, 

Dr  Grandin and Prof. Moenning and presented them with the Meritorious Service Award. 

The recipients thanked the President and the Assembly.  

15. The College of Veterinarians of Costa Rica together with the Costa Rican National Animal 

Health Service were announced as the joint recipients of the 2015 World Veterinary Day 

prize by the President of the World Veterinary Association, Dr René Carlson, and the OIE 

President, Dr Schwabenbauer . 

16. Several photographic and audiovisual presentations were screened during the ceremony.  

The winners of the 2015 OIE photo competition, one from each of the OIE regions, were 

presented their awards by the Presid ent.  

17. Following the ceremony, Dr  Schwabenbauer declared open the 83rd General Session of the 

Assembly.  
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AMONDAY 25  MAY 2015 8 

FIRST PLENARY SESSION 

18. The President welcomed the Delegates, and in particular the representatives of countries 

participating in the General Session for the first time as Members or observers.  

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable  
(Docs 83 SG/7 and 83 SG/8) 

19. The President asked whether the participants had any comments to make concerning the 

agenda. 

20. In the absence of any comments, the Assembly adopted the agenda and the timetable for 

the General Session.  

Nomination of the Sub -Commission for the Agenda  

for the 84th and 85th General Sessions  

21. The Assembly appointed the Sub -Commission res ponsible for preparing the agenda for the 

84th and 85th General Sessions. This Sub -Commission, under the chairmanship of 

Dr  Botlhe Michael Modisane (South Africa) and Dr Ev geny Nepoklonov (Russia), elected 

Members of the Council, also included the Presiden ts of the five Regional Commissions.  

Nomination of the Credentials Committee  

22. The Assembly appointed Dr  John Clifford (United States of America) and Dr  Mark Schipp 

(Australia), Members of the Council, to prepare the list of Delegates accredited b y their 

Governments to participate in the debates and to vote, and whose countries were up to date 

with their contributions.  

23. In accordance with the decisions of the Council, the Credentials Committee communicated 

to the President the list of De legates who, owing to their countryõs arrears of statutory 

contributions due to the OIE, were ineligible to take part in the elections and be paid the 

Delegatesõ per diem for their participation in the current General Session.  

Annual Report of the Directo r General on the Activities of the OIE in 2014  
(Doc. 83 SG/1) 

24. Dr  Vallat presented the most important points of the report on activities in 2014 contained 

in the summary of the document, full details of all the activities carried out by the OIE in 

2014 being presented in the report Doc.  83 SG/1 and during other sessions of the General 

Session. This work programme was carried out within the framework of the Fifth Strategic 

Plan and in application of the 3 -year work programme of the Director Genera l adopted by 

the Assembly in 2010.  

In this connection, Dr Vallat thanked all the staff of the OIE for the work carried out 

during the year, the elected members of the Council for supporting this work and the 

elected members of the Specialist Commissions an d all the experts of the Working Groups 

and ad hoc groups for giving the OIE the benefit of their scientific expertise. The Director 

General also made a point of thanking all the Delegates ð and in particular those from 

countries that had increased their s tatutory contribution category  and hosted OIE meetings  

ð and the donors, whose commitment enables the OIE to develop an ambitious work 

programme.  

25. The Director General began by stating that in 2014 the OIE had 180 Member Countries, 

following the  accession of Liberia and South Sudan.  
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26. Dr  Vallat emphasised the success of the 82nd General Session and of the two Conferences 

of OIE Regional Commissions (Europe and the Americas) held in 2014 and generously 

hosted by Switzerland in September 2014 and Mexico in November 2014. He also 

mentioned the Conference of the Regional Commission for Africa, held in Rabat in 

February 2015, hosted and supported by Morocco.  

27. At the end of 2014, the OIE had 14 offices around the world (Paris, as we ll as Astana, 

Bamako, Bangkok, Beirut, Brussels, Buenos Aires, Gabarone, Moscow, Nairobi, Panama 

City, Sofia, Tokyo and Tunis). The Agreement that had been signed on 6 March 2013 with 

the Government of the Russian Federation for the establishment of a Repr esentation in 

Moscow was approved by Parliament  and the President of Russia . Furthermore, the 

negotiations with the Authorities of Kazakhstan had resulted in the signing of an official 

Headquarters Agreement for the establishment of a Sub -Regional Coordina tion Unit for the 

foot and mouth disease (FMD) control programme; this governmental agreement was 

ratified by a law and the teams were already at work . 

28. The Director General presented an update on the OIEõs continued active participation in 

vari ous programmes in partnership with major international organisations (WHO, FAO, 

WTO2). He placed special emphasis on collaboration with WHO concerning the 

development, with the financial support of the World Bank and the European Union  (EU) , 

of work aimed at harmonising their respective evaluation procedures (i.e. the OIE PVS 3 

Pathway and the WHO International Health Regulations [IHR]) to synergise their 

evaluation tools, this work having resulted in the drafting of a joint operational guide, 

which was publ ished in September 2014. National workshops would be organised in 

countries interested in this approach. This guide, entitled òWHO -OIE Operational 

Framework for Good governance at the human ðanimal interface: Bridging WHO and OIE 

tools for the assessment of  national capacitiesó, was now accessible on the OIE website.  

29. Dr Vallat also mentioned the continuing active implementation of the GF -TADs 4 

Agreement with FAO and the GLEWs 5 Agreement with FAO and WHO: a new òGLEWS+ 

Concept Paperó was finalised and published by FAO, WHO and the OIE in November 2013, 

entitled òThe Joint FAO/OIE/WHO Global Early Warning System for health threats and 

emerging risks at the human ðanimal ðecosystems interfaceó. 

30. Dr Vallat then stressed the importance of the OI E/FAO Network of expertise on animal 

influenza (OFFLU), which had continued to be extremely active within the framework of 

the  formal Agreement under which OFFLU undertook to collaborate in the WHO Vaccine 

Strain Selection Process by supplying timely infor mation on relevant strains of animal 

origin. In April 2014, the OFFLU network set up a partnership with STAR -IDAZ (Strategic 

Alliances for the Coordination of Research on the Major Infectious Diseases of Animals and 

Zoonoses) to develop strategic prioritie s for animal influenza research. OFFLU also 

achieved tangible results, such as a global viral antigenic cartography showing antigenic 

links between the different swine influenza viruses circulating in the world.  

31. Dr Vallat also expressed satisfac tion at the successful implementation of the project to set 

up a pilot vaccine bank for peste des petits ruminants (PPR) in Africa, within the 

framework of the project entitled ôVaccine Standards and Pilot Approach to PPR Control in 

Africaõ, financed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  The interesting and positive 

results of this project provided useful input during the preparation of the Global Strategy 

for the Control and Eradication of PPR, which was presented at the global conference co -

organised wi th FAO, and with the support of the Authorities of C¹te dõIvoire, held in 

Abidjan (C¹te dõIvoire) in March 2015.  

                                                      

2 WTO: World Trade Organization  
3 PVS: Performance of Veterinary Services  
4 GF-TADs: Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases  
5 GLEWS: Global Earl y Warning System for Major Animal Diseases, including Zoonoses  
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32. Dr Vallat then mentioned the continued work being undertaken on the global strategy for 

FMD control. Thus, following on from the O IE Global Conference, co -organised with FAO in 

Thailand (Bangkok) in June 2012, the OIE continued to contribute to the work of the 

FAO/OIE GF -TADs Working Group on FMD held every 2 months, and in several regional 

meetings. He also reminded the Assembly of the OIEõs role in officially endorsing national 

FMD control programmes and the support provided by the OIE for countries wishing to 

submit their programme by organising regional programmes.  

33. With regard to rinderpest, and in application of Resolu tion No. 18 of 25 May 2011, the OIE 

and FAO set up a Joint Advisory Committee on rinderpest and a joint secretariat to support 

the Committee. The Committee met twice in 2014. The Committee approved a new 

research proposal aimed at sequencing the last remai ning stocks of rinderpest virus prior to 

their destruction, so that important scientific information could be saved and the remaining 

virus -containing material destroyed. The procedures for onsite visits by joint OIE -FAO 

missions to institutions seeking to  become OIE-FAO-approved as safe to store rinderpest 

virus -containing material were finalised.  

34. Dr Vallat also emphasised that in 2014 the OIE had continued to follow up on the 

recommendations issued at the World Conference on Rabies Control (In cheon-Seoul, 

September 2011) t o sustainably control and prevent rabies at its principal source in 

animals. The OIE actively communicated on risks and on methods of prevention (videos, 

pamphlets, articles, etc.). World Rabies Day, celebrated in September 20 14, was marked by 

the publication of a new infographic aimed at the general public. On 1  September 2014, the 

OIE signed a cooperation agreement with the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) to 

promote collaboration between the two signatories. Within the framework of the Tripartite 

Agreement, the OIE, in collaboration with WHO and FAO, organised several regional 

seminars, in Thailand, Tunisia, Niger and Japan, advocating closer coordination between 

the animal and human health sectors  in order to improv e rabies control . 

35. In 2012, the OIE published its biological threat reduction strategy, entitled ôBiological 

Threat Reduction: Strengthening Global Biological Securityõ. In 2014, the OIE continued to 

collaborate with the Biological and Toxin Weap ons Convention (B TWC) in its capacity as an 

observer organisation and played an active part in several meetings of experts. The OIE 

also actively collaborated with the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). These 

activities have helped to prepare the G lobal Conference on Biological Threat Reduction, 

which the OIE is organising in Paris (30 June ð2 July 2015) aimed at including biological 

threat reduction in the programme of activities of the Veterinary Services and 

strengthening links between the service s and partners involved, in particular the 

administrations responsible for security . 

36. In the field of animal welfare, Dr Vallat reminded Delegates of the support of the 

Department of Agriculture of Australia for an ambitious programme to promote animal 

welfare, which had been successfully launched in 2012, and had continued in 2014 with the 

organisation of ôtraining of trainersõ sessions in the field of handling and slaughter of 

animals (especially cattle) for an extended group of countries in Asi a and the Middle East. 

At the end of these training sessions and with the educational material that had been 

compiled, a DVD on welfare of cattle in pre -slaughter and slaughter (with or without 

stunning) was produced and a copy was given to trainers and OI E Focal Points on Animal 

Welfare.  

37. Lastly, within the framework of its policy of public ðprivate partnerships, the OIE had 

established a Brainstorming Group on Safe International Movement of Competition Horses, 

thanks to a collaboration agreement  signed with the FEI 6 in January 2013. The IFHA 7 

officially joined the initiative in September 2013. Several documents were produced, 

including a Terrestrial Code  chapter defining a òhigh health status horse subpopulationó,

                                                      

6  FEI: Fédération Equestre Internationale  
7  IFHA: International Federation of Horseracing  Authorities  
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which was adopted by the World A ssembly in May 2014. The concept of òhigh health, high 

performanceó horses (òHHP horsesó) was presented at several regional and global meetings 

organised by the OIE, the FEI and the IFHA in 2014; other important meetings were 

planned for 2015, to continue to raise awareness of this concept among Veterinary Services.  

38. The Director General also indicated the draft agreements that had been signed in 2014 and 

those that were envisaged with other international and regional organisations.  

39. In  the field of scientific activities, the Director General briefly reported on the world 

conferences that had been organised or co -organised in 2014 and the conferences due to be 

held in 2015 or planned for 2016. He also reviewed the work of the Specialist Commissions, 

Working Groups and ad hoc Groups and collaboration with the network of Reference 

Centres that provide the OIE with significant support. He reminded the Assembly that, by 

the end of 2014, the number of OIE Reference Centres had reached 296  (49 Collaborating 

Centres and 247 Reference Laboratories), constituting a network of excellence providing 

support for the OIE, in particular for the twinning programme. The World Conference of 

OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres, which was hel d in the Republic of 

Korea from 14 to 16 October 2014, provided an important opportunity to review current 

issues relating to these Centres (e.g. twinning programmes) and relations within this 

network.  

40. With regard to support for Member Countries , Dr Vallat confirmed the continued fruitful 

development of the PVS Pathway and the worldwide programme of capacity -building for 

national Veterinary Services, thanks to the support provided by numerous donors, which he 

gratefully acknowledged. Dr Vallat ba cked up his statements with an update on PVS 

Pathway missions, 31 missions having been conducted at the request of Member Countries, 

and he concluded that the programme for worldwide improvement of governance in the 

veterinary domain had continued at a ste ady pace, several countries having also requested 

information meetings on the PVS Pathway, with a view to carrying out self -evaluations or 

preparing for missions to be conducted by outside experts. Dr  Vallat also reported on the 

numerous training workshops  organised in 2014 for newly appointed Delegates and 

national Focal Points.  

41. Lastly, with regard to activities financed by the World Fund, Dr Vallat informed the 

Assembly that, as of 31 December 2014, OIE vaccine banks had enabled, with the suppo rt 

of donors, the delivery of 3.69 million doses of rabies vaccine in Asia and Africa (vaccination 

of dogs), 2.75 million doses of FMD vaccine in Asia and the funding of 14 million doses of 

PPR vaccine in Africa. In addition, several Member Countries were able to purchase 

vaccines directly through OIE vaccine banks, in particular thanks to the financial support 

of the World Bank  and WHO 8, enabling them to benefit from high quality vaccines, 

delivered rapidly and at advantageous prices.  

42. Dr Vallat highlighted the importance of standards in the field of veterinary medicinal 

products. In this connection, he emphasised that the OIE had continued its activities, in 

particular with regard to the use of antimicrobial agents, following the OIE Global 

Conference on the Responsible and Prudent Use of Antimicrobial Agents for Animals, 

which had been held in Paris (France) from 13 to 15 March 2013. The OIE also continued to 

participate in the work of VICH 9. The OIE also continued to implement its training 

progr amme for national Focal Points for Veterinary Products of all Member Countries .The 

OIE also participated actively in its areas of expertise in dr afting the WHO global action 

plan on antimicrobial resistance . 

                                                      

8  WHO: World Health Organization  
9  VICH: International Cooperation on Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Registration of 

Veterinary Medicinal Products  
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43. Dr Vallat briefly reported on the op eration of the global system WAHIS 10, and the major 

changes made to these tools, in particular to take into account wildlife diseases. He 

reminded OIE Delegates of the importance of their notifying animal health events and 

emphasised the need to notify emer ging diseases without delay.  

44. Lastly, Dr Vallat briefly reported on communication activities and tools and on publication 

work and the extremely rich documentary database now available on the OIE website.  

45. The Delegate of Zimbabwe, spea king on behalf of h er country , which h olds the presidency of 

the African Union, congratulated the Director General on his activity report and pointed 

out that Africa now had 54 Member Countries following the accession of South Sudan and 

Liberia.  

46. The Delegate of Ireland, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU , thanked 

the OIE for the excellent activity report, emphasising the work achieved in elaborating 

standards, which needed to be done on a regular basis. The control strategy for PPR 

adopted at the international conference held in Abidjan (C¹te dõIvoire) was also supported, 

and the Member States of the EU  would contribute to this  strategy . 

The Delegate of Ireland also took this opportunity to applaud the work carried out by the 

Council in preparing the Sixth Strategic Plan.  

Lastly, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU , the Delegate of Ireland 

addressed his warmest thanks to Dr  Vallat for his work and for the extraordinary 

development that the OIE had undergone during  his 15 years as Director General.  

47. The Delegate of Norway, after thanking the Director General for the excellent activity 

report, expressed her views on the need for a change of approach in terms of agricultural 

production, and especially with regard to biosafety and compartmentalisation in 

aquaculture production, which needed to take greater account of biodiversity.  

48. The Delegate of the Congo (Dem. Rep. of the) commented on certain quantitative data in 

the activity report. Lastly, on the subject of PVS missions, the Delegate wished that the 

OIE could respond more quickly to countries requesting to benefit from such missions.  

49. The Delegate of Panama thanked Dr Vallat and the OIE for the excellent work in 2014 and 

applauded the  OIE initiative to disseminate information to veterinarians throughout the 

world via social media. He encouraged the OIE to continue in this way.  

50. The Delegate of Australia intervened on behalf of the Quads11 countries  to emphasise the 

work of the  experts relating to the updating of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 

Animals  chapters. He also expressed the wish for improving aspects of the  Manual , a task 

that required additional scientific support to cope with the scale of the work to be do ne. He 

suggested the constitution of a new commission or a new ad hoc or permanent group that 

could work in collaboration with the experts of Reference Centres and the Aquatic Animals 

Commission.  

51. The Delegate of C¹te dõIvoire congratulated Dr Vallat on the work carried out especially on 

behalf of his country and for the OIEõs support for the modernisation of veterinary 

legislation. Lastly, he thanked the OIE for having organised the PPR conference in Abidjan 

(C¹te dõIvoire). 

52. The Del egate of Senegal expressed his gratitude for the OIEõs presence through its 

Regional and Sub -Regional Representations. He also emphasised the importance of the 

agreements with regional partners in improving the harmonisation of actions, and the 

global conference on rabies in partnership with WHO. Lastly, with regard to Reference 

Laboratories, the Delegate expressed the wish for strengthening resources for the twinning 

programme.  

                                                      

10  WAHIS: World Animal Health Information System  
11  Quads: Quadrilateral (United States of America, Canada, Australia and New Zealand)  
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53. The Delegate of Georgia expressed his gratitude to the OIE , and especially the Director 

General , for the work achieved in recent years. He emphasised Georgiaõs commitment to 

support in g the activities of the OIE, at a time when Georgia had just signed an association 

agreement with the European Union.  

54. The Delegate of  Indonesia thanked the Director General for his comprehensive activity 

report. Regarding the various diseases, and equine diseases in particular, the Delegate 

stressed the importance of developing the HHP concept and of complying with the rules 

governing i ts implementation.  

55. The Delegate of Nepal wished that OIE Member Countries could be kept better informed 

about disease free zones or compartments in order to improve the safety of trade in animals 

and animal products.  

56. The Delegate of Haiti applauded the quality of the report and took the opportunity to thank 

the OIE, on behalf of the Republic of Haiti, for the support he had received in the aftermath 

of the earthquake in 2010, and then through the PVS missions, especially with regard t o 

veterinary legislation.  

57. The Delegate of Guyana thanked the Director General, his team and the office of the OIE 

Regional Representation in Argentina, and noted the importance of the PVS Pathway. He 

expressed a wish for more information on the conclusions and recommendations made 

following Gap Analysis missions conducted within the framework of the PVS Pathway.  

58. The Representative of Egypt thanked the Director General for his comprehensive activity  

report and expressed his satis faction  at the development of the OIE in recent years thanks 

to the efforts of Dr Vallat.  

59. In response, Dr Vallat thanked the speakers for their comments and their kind words. 

Replying to the points raised, he stated that certain technical questions wou ld be dealt with 

in detail . Dr Vallat confirmed to the Delegates that the OIE would do everything in its 

power to effectively implement the PVS Pathway and the twinning programmes.  

60. The Assembly noted the report of the Director General.  

Compositi on of the Working Groups  

61. The Director General presented the composition of the three OIE Working Groups , 

validated by the Council,  for the period May 2015 ð May 2016:  

¶ Working Group on Wildlife  

ð Dr  William B. Karesh (United States of America) (C hairman)  

ð Prof.  Marc Artois (France)  

ð Dr  Roy Bengis (South Africa)  

ð Dr  John Fischer (United States of America)  

ð Prof.  Ted Leighton (Canada)  

ð Dr  Torsten Mörner (Sweden)  

ð Prof.  Koichi Murata (Japan)  

¶ Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety  

ð Dr Stuart Slorach (Sweden) (Chairman)  

ð Dr Katinka de Balogh (FAO)  

ð Dr Carlos A. Correa Messuti (Uruguay)  

ð Dr Martine Dubuc (Canada)  

ð Prof. Steve Hathaway (New Zealand)  

ð Dr Jessey Alice Kamwi (Namibia)  

ð Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima (WHO)  

ð Dr Alexander Panin ( Russia) 

ð Dr Koen Van Dyck (European Commission)  

ð Secretary of the Codex Alimentarius Commission  
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¶ Working Group on Animal Welfare  

ð Dr  Abdul Rahman Sira (India) (Chairman)  

ð Prof.  Hassan Abdel Aziz Aidaros (Egypt)  

ð Dr  David Fraser (Canada)  

ð Dr  Andrea Gav inelli (European Commission)  

ð Dr  Marosi Molomo (Lesotho ) 

ð Dr  Peter Thornber (Australia ) 

ð An Expert proposed by World Animal Protection  

ð An Expert proposed by the IEC 12 

ð An Expert proposed by the IMS 13 (observer) 

ð An Expert proposed by the IDF 14 (observer)  

Dr  Vallat wished to pay tribute to Dr  David Bayvel (WSPA) who had died on 6  April 

2015. Dr Bayvel had been a distinguished member of the Working Group for many 

years.  

62. The Assembly approved the composition of the Working Groups.  

TECHNICAL ITEM 

The use of information technology in animal health management, disease 

reporting, surveillance and emergency response  
(Doc. 83 SG/9) 

63. Dr Kauta, Chairman of the Session, introduced Dr Tammy R. Beckham, Rapporteur for this 

Technical Item.  

64. Dr Beckham presented her report, which included an analysis of the answers received from 

OIE Member Countries to a questionnaire that had been sent to them.  

65. In introducing the Technical Item, Dr  Beckham stated that information technologi es now 

available to the global animal health community are revolutioni sing the way animal 

disease data and information are collected, integrated, reported, analy sed, shared and 

disseminated to stakeholders. These new technologies offer substantial opportun ities for 

enhancing animal, public and ecosystem health across the globe. Harnessing existing and 

new technological advances in an effort to ensure timely and accurate disease information 

collection and dissemination will require resources, development of policy and standards, as 

well as training for individuals located throughout every level of veterinary services.  

A questionnaire was sent to the Delegates of all 180 OIE Member Countries to assess the 

impact and the potential of current and new informatio n technologies for advancing animal 

health and welfare in OIE Member Countries. The questionnaire also evaluated the 

availability and frequency of use of existing and new technologies , as well as the 

limitations/constraints (administrative, data, and utili sation) of each technology within four 

broad categories: remote data collection, information management systems, diagnostic s and 

online media . Summari sed questionnaire responses indicate that information technologies 

are widely available to OIE Member Coun tries but are currently utili sed at low levels in 

animal health relative to their availability. Technologies for data management, online data 

entry/import, mobile devices, and laboratory information management systems were 

considered most effective and hig h priority for additional development and implementation. 

Technologies for point of care testing, tele -diagnostics, and remote sensing/collection 

devices were the least utili sed technologies and had lower priority for implementation. Data 

sharing and integ ration across public health, wildlife, and domestic animal health 

authorities is occurring to some extent within all OIE r egions; however, the OIE and 

Member Countries should work with public health counterparts to expand data integration 

                                                      

12  IEC: International Egg Commission  
13  IMS : Int ernational Meat Secretariat  
14  IDF: International Dairy Federation  
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across these sectors for a One Health approach toward the early detection, rapid 

identification, response and prevention to diseases at the human -animal interface. 

Significant resource (financial and personnel) and data limitations among OIE Member 

Countries are affecting not only the implementation of technologies, but also the utili sation 

of data generated as a result of their use. Many of the limitations/constraints identified 

could be addressed through technical capacity building, technology guidance, and 

establishing d ata standards and guidelines for the implementation and utili sation of 

information technologies, which would strengthen disease surveillance and reporting 

capabilities in OIE Member Countries for national and global good.  

Discussion on the Technical Item  

66. Dr Kauta thanked Dr Beckham and congratulated her on the excellent presentation. He 

highlighted the unprecedented response rate of 80 per cent of Member Countries to the 

questionnaire as a strong indicator of the relevence and interest in the sub ject and then 

invited the Assembly to comment on the presentation.  

67. The Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep. of the), speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member 

Countries of Africa , congratulated Dr Beckham and her co -workers on the valuable report 

and deta iled research. Allowing that Africa is not particularly underprivileged with respect 

to the overall availability of information technology, the Delegate nonetheless wished to 

emphasise its constraints, such as insufficient internet coverage , poor internet connectivity 

and the inability to sufficiently analyse technical data for decision -making. The Delegate 

indicated that Africa endorsed Dr Beckhamõs proposal for the use of twinning and other 

capacity -building activities to suppor t the use of new technologi es. He also recognised the 

need to develop standards to facilitate information sharing between countries and also with 

the OIE.  

68. The Delegate of China (Peopleõs Rep. of) congratulated Dr Beckham on her excellent work, 

the design of the questionna ire and her prese ntation. He commented that the new 

information technology era promised a bright future, inc luding in the veterinary field.  As a 

global veterinary leader, the OIE should invite some Member Countries, particularly those 

in Europe, to serve a s exemplary models in the use of new technologies, and encourage 

them to share experiences that could be used to develop practical guidelines and principles. 

The Delegate encouraged the OIE to work with other international organisations (such as 

FAO and WH O) and with advanced Member Countries, to further develop capacity -

building, technical assistance, twinning programmes and training. The Delegate indicated 

that China was willing to cooperate to promote the use of new information technologies , as 

well as other dimensions such as biotechnologies and artifical intelligence.  

69. Dr Beckham thanked the Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep . of the) for his comments and 

confirmed her understanding of the c onstraints applying to Africa.  She agreed that the 

limitatio ns must be addressed, including through twinning and capacity -building, in order 

that Member Countries can take full advantage of information technologies. Dr Beckham 

also noted that standards will be important in the future to ensure interoperability betw een 

information systems.  

Dr Beckham thanked the Delegate of China (Peopleõs Rep. of) for his willingness to support 

OIE initiatives in the field of information technol ogy. She agreed that there are  some 

technologies that the report had not addressed. Twinn ing and capacity -building will be 

needed to fully understand the types of technologies that could be used and to implement 

them. Recent pilot projects have shown that information technology is revolutionising the 



ð 13 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

way that we comm unicate with our stakehold ers. It is therefore important to improve the 

bilateral flow of information between producers, veterinarians and community animal 

health workers, and to establish incentives that encourage the provision of info rmation to 

veterinary services.  The OIE has an  important role to play in facilitating this process.  

70. The Chairman once again congratulated Dr Beckham for her presentation and invited the 

Delegates of China (Peopleõs Rep. of), Congo (Dem. Rep. of the), Estonia, Kenya and the 

USA to join the R apporteur to formulate a draft Resolution for presentation and adoption 

by the Assembly. The representatives of Australia and Brazil also participated in the 

drafting group.  

ATUESDAY 26  MAY 2015 8 

FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 

Election of the Director Genera l  

71. The President reminded the Assembly that Dr  Bernard Vallat had been re -elected Director 

General in May 2010 for a third 5-year term of office with effect from 1  January 2011 and 

stated that Dr  Vallat had informed the Members within the stipula ted time limit that he 

would not be seeking a new term of office.  

72. The President informed the Assembly that candidatures for the post of Director General of 

the OIE had been examined on 27 February 2015 and on 22 May 2015 by the Council, 

whi ch, in application of Article 29 of the General Rules, proposed the following list , a single 

candidature having being received to this date : 

ð Dr  Monique Eloit, presented by France, with the support of the Member States of the 

European Union.  

73. The Credentials Committee reported that 139 Members were participating at the 83rd 

General Session and were eligible to participate in the deliberations of the Assembly.  

74. Mr  Matthieu Gaudemet, Legal Counsel, explained the election procedure : election by secret 

ballot, in the presence of the Official and accredited Delegates only, with three rounds if 

necessary. To be elected, a candidate must receive at least two -thirds of the votes cast in 

the first round, an absolute majority in the second  round or a simple majority in the third 

round.  

75. The President checked the number of participants, and indicated that 139 Delegates were 

present and that as this number was greater than the quorum, voting could take place. The 

Credentials Com mittee excluded from the vote two countries present known to be in 

arrears with contributions and therefore not entitled to vote.  She also asked if there were 

any other candidatures; no nominations were proposed.  

76. The floor was given to Dr E loit to present her declaration of intent to the Delegates.  

77. Dr Eloit stated that her project took as its starting point the substantial development of the 

OIE during the past 15 years, which must be preserved and further consolidated. She 

emphasised the need to adapt the functioning of the Organisation and its bodies to the 

developments of our time and to listen carefully to the Delegatesõ expectations in order to 

maintain the OIEõs enhanced recognition and its legitimacy in the international 

institutional landscape.  
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Her vision, founded on the forthcoming Sixth Strategic Plan, is one of commitment to better 

veterinary governance, for the sustainable economic and social development of the animal 

production sector, but also to create a better w orld for agricultural populations and for the 

undernourished. She pointed out, however, that this vision must in no way relegate the 

OIEõs core missions to a secondary level.  

To put this strategic vision into effect, Dr Eloit indicated that she would unde rtake to 

promote excellence, transparency and solidarity as the cornerstones of modern animal 

health governance, and she proposed three key objectives: 1) strengthening the momentum 

of support to Member Countries; 2) moving towards more science and more tr ansparency in 

expertise; and 3) developing partnerships.  

Lastly, Dr Eloit concluded by outlining her career and her professional experience, which 

she would place at the service of modernising the OIE and increasing its worldwide 

influence, and expressed h er desire to see greater proximity between the OIE and its 

Member Countries.  

78. The ballot was then declared open and the candidate was invited to leave the room.  

79. The Delegates of numerous countries sincerely and warmly thanked D r  Vallat for all his 

efforts during his three terms of office to make the OIE an efficient, widely recognised and 

respected organisation. Speakers included the Delegates of Azerbaijan, Brazil, Bulgaria, 

Canada, China  (Peopleõs Rep. of), Indonesia, Kyrgyzst an, Mexico, Russia, Spain, Uganda, 

Uruguay and Zimbabwe. Despite many other requests to speak from most of the Members 

present, the President interrupted the interventions to start the procedure to elect the new 

Director General.  

80. Dr  John Cli fford (United States of America) and Dr  Mark Schipp (Australia) were 

designated as scrutineers.  

81. The results of voting were as follows:  

First ballot  

Number of votes cast  : 139 

Spoiled ballots  : 5 

Blank ballots  : 1 

Result : 

Dr Eloit  : 133 votes 

82. After the voting, the President declared that Dr Eloit had been appointed as the Director 

General of the OIE for a period of five years starting from 1  January 2016. She then invited 

Dr Eloit to enter the room to inform her of the result of  the voting and to congratulate her 

on her election  and assure her of her personal support .  

83. Dr Eloit thanked the French authorities for their confidence in having designated her as a 

candidate. She also presented her thanks to all the Deleg ates of Member Countries who 

had supported her. She thanked the President, as well as the Director General for his 

considerable support throughout all the years they had been working together.  

84. The President then addressed the Director Genera l, emphasising the work accomplished 

during his terms of office, the work carried out internally at the OIE and the confidence 

shown in him by all OIE staff members.  

85. The Delegate of Latvia, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, 

congratulated Dr Eloit on her election and assured her of his support for the 

implementation of the Sixth Strategic Plan. He underlined his confidence in Dr Eloitõs 

vision and also paid tribute to the Director General for his work in transforming the OI E, 

emphasising the remarkable results he had achieved.  
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86. The Delegate of Brazil, after having expressed his delight at the result of the election and 

after having thanked Dr Vallat for his excellent management, proposed that Dr Vallat be 

nomin ated Honorary Director General. The Delegate of Brazil, speaking on behalf of the 

countries of the Regional Commission  for the Americas , thanked the Director General for 

the excellent work accomplished during his terms of office.  

87. The Delegat e of Togo, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

congratulated Dr Eloit on her election and also paid tribute to the Director General for the 

work carried out.  

88. The Delegate of Nepal emphasised the Director Generalõs excellent management, especially 

with regard to the control of epidemics and to public health. He also offered his 

congratulations to Dr Eloit.  

89. In response, the Director General thanked all the Delegates for their kind words and 

emphasised tha t he had every confidence in Dr Eloit who would undoubtedly bring new 

energy to the OIE.  

90. In response  to the proposal from Delegate of Brazil regarding the creation of a position of 

Honorary Director General , the President of the OIE indicate d that it would be discussed at 

the next meeting of the Council . 

SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Presentations by World  Organisations  

having an Agreement with the OIE  

91. The President reminded the Assembly that presentations at a Plenary Session are made 

only by intercontinental, international organisations, which can address the Assembly 

every 3 years; an exception to the 3 -year rule is made for the WHO, the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission, the FAO, the World Bank and the WTO, which can make their presentatio ns 

every year if they so desire. Regional organisations can, in principle, make their 

presentations every other year within the framework of the Regional Commissions.  

92. The President indicated that the order of presentations would be intergovernme ntal 

organisations followed by intercontinental professional organisations.  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  

93. Ms Maria Elena Semedo , Deputy Director General of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (F AO), began her address by thanking the OIE for the 

invitation to attend this OIE General Session.  

94. She recalled the longstanding partnership between the OIE and FAO to improve animal 

health worldwide and in the control and eradication of animal d iseases. Relating to the 

latter, she made reference to the collaborative efforts between the OIE and FAO to evaluate 

the impact of animal diseases on the economies, health and trade of affected countries.  

95. She took the opportunity to remind the A ssembly that FAOõs mission is to eliminate 

hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition as well as to promote sustainable development. 

Ms Semedo drew attention to the fact that livestock contributes 43% to the worldõs 

agriculture gross domestic product (AGDP),  amounting to more than USD 740 billion 

annually. Since the early 1960s, she stated that in developing countries, the consumption of 

milk has almost doubled, meat consumption has more than tripled and egg consumption 

has increased by a factor of five. She affirmed that such an investment needs to be 

safeguarded and recognised. With reference to fisheries and aquaculture, she pointed out 

that the annual value amounts to USD 100 billion and that approximately USD 6 billion 

are lost each year due to preventabl e diseases. 



ð 16 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

96. The importance of the livestock sector to achieve global food and nutrition security and for 

the implementation and accomplishment of the new Sustainable Development Goals 

(expected to be launched in September 2015 during the United Nations General Assembly 

in New York) was underlined by Ms Semedo. Animal health, she signalled, plays a key role 

for reaching this goal, and reminded the Assembly that the OIE and FAO have 

consolidated, joint experience in undertaking actions to meet this  objective. This 

collaboration includes: assistance in standard -setting processes and the sound development 

of country and global strategies, thereby linking the importance of animal health to human 

welfare and nutrition . 

97. She made reference to t he collaboration between the OIE and FAO, which culminated in 

the global freedom from Rinderpest in 2011, and that this corresponded to the first ever 

eradication of an animal disease. Further to this success, she informed the Assembly, that 

the OIE and FA O had joined efforts to tackle other high impact diseases. She reminded the 

participants of the recent FAO/OIE International Conference on the control and eradication 

of peste des petits ruminants (PPR), which took place in Abidjan (Cote dõIvoire) on 

31 March to 2 April 2015. This event provided official endorsement of the FAO/OIE Global 

Control and Eradication Strategy, targeting total eradication of the disease by 2030. She 

emphasised that the eradication of major transboundary animal diseases, such as PP R, 

generates numerous positive impacts on the livelihoods of farmers, and food security for all 

communities.   

98. She also made reference to other high impact diseases such as avian influenza, foot and 

mouth disease ( FMD ) and the Middle East respira tory syndrome coronavirus (MER S-Cov) 

that have been addressed through various collaboration and partnership mechanisms.  

99. Antimicrobial resistance  (AMR)  was identified as an important challenge by Ms Semedo, 

particularly with reference to its  health and economic consequences. She appealed for 

urgent action at national, regional and global levels. Linked to this, she mentioned FAOõs 

active involvement in tackling AMR within the framework of the Tripartite (FAO -OIE -

WHO) collaboration in the spirit of  the ôOne Healthõ approach.  

100. She announced that FAO should adopt a Resolution during its 39th FAO Conference (June 

2015) to assess the evidence of antimicrobi al resistance in food and agriculture systems, 

identify knowledge gaps, and provide rec ommendations to Members in order to effectively 

combat antimicrobi al resistance, in accordance with OIE and Codex Alimentarius 

standards. She underlined the importance of such a decision.   

101. Ms Semedo affirmed that in todayõs world, the challenges are multidimensional and 

include: climate change, judicious use of our natural resources, including sustainable 

policies in water and land use, and the need to ensure nutritional and food security for a 

growing global population that demands higher animal -sourced foods in their diets. These 

challenges, she stressed, should be tackled using a comprehensive, collaborative and 

multidisciplinary approach. Urging for innovation, she underscored the importance of 

developing synergies and partnerships.   

102. She confirmed FAOõs commitment to collaborate alongside the OIE in the control of animal 

disease, for the promotion of animal health systems, and food safety of products of animal 

origin. Strengthened by the previous positive collaborations and recognis ing the 

complementarity of the respective mandates of the OIE and FAO, joint actions will be 

undertaken and defined in order to reduce poverty and hunger in the world.  

103. Ms Semedo concluded her address to the Assembly by acknowledging Dr Vallat for  his 

numerous accomplishments and hard work , and took the opportunity to congratulate 
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Dr  Eloit for her recent election as Director General of the OIE. She confirmed that FAO 

would continue to work alongside the OIE to tackle emerging diseases and other 

health -related issues, such as climate change.   

World Health Organization  

104. On behalf of Dr Margaret Chan, Director General of the WHO, Dr Awa Aidara -Kane 

congratulated Dr  Eloit on her election as Director General of the OIE, and acknowledged 

the tr emendous efforts led by the current Director General of the OIE, Dr Vallat, for not 

only promoting public health globally, but also strengthening the collaborative relationship 

between the OIE and WHO.  

105. Dr  Aidara -Kane announced that since its cre ation in 1948, WHO has been promoting public 

health at the human ðanimal interface and has worked  continuously  with partners in the 

animal health and agriculture sector.  

106. She iterated the importance of WHO õs relationship with the OIE, and the nece ssity of the 

Tripartite collaboration between the OIE, WHO and FAO, under which the Tripartite 

Concept Note was published in 2010, detailing the joint efforts to address health threats at 

the human ðanimal ðecosystems interface.  

107. Dr Aidara -Kane conveyed the appreciation of WHO towards the OIE õs firm commit ment 

towards not only building strong animal health systems in countries, but also to addressing 

threats to public health.  

108. She recognised that  existing,  endemic and  emerging health threa ts from animals pose 

continual risks to human health  as well as global health security, and thus collaborative 

work to strengthen health systems is of paramount importance. She also explained that 

solid public health systems, coordinated and aligned with r obust animal health systems are 

key to fostering strong and resilient health systems, capable of responding rapidly to health 

concerns. 

109. With regard to national governance, Dr Aidara -Kane spoke of the obligations to meet the 

international standar ds and regulations of the WHO and OIE, and more specifically of the 

International Health Regulations (IHR) of the WHO. The aims of the IHR are to assist the 

international community with detecting and responding to acute public health risks. She 

announced that the WHO and OIE are working together to align the WHOõs IHR and the 

OIEõs PVS Pathway, and are continuing to encourage their respective Members to utilise 

the results of the WHO IHR Monitoring Framework and the OIE PVS Pathway in their 

assessment of national capacities to detect and respond to significant public health events.  

110. The experience gathered during the pilot missions have been documented in a publication 

entitled ôWHO-OIE Operational Framework for Good governance at the human ðanimal 

interface: Bridging WHO and OIE tools for the assessment of national capacitiesõ. This 

publication continues to be widely disseminated, and the WHO and OIE are in discussions 

with several countries for the organisation of WHO IHR/ OIE PVS Pathway national 

Bridging Workshops, aims of which are to facilitate the identification of synergies and gaps 

between the outputs and outcomes of the IHR Monitoring Framework and the PVS 

Pathway.  

111. Dr Aidara -Kane informed the Assembly that in May 2015, the WHO had issued best 

practices for the naming of new human infectious diseases, which were developed with  the 

OIE and FAO. She stated that names such as ôswine fluõ and ôMiddle East respiratory 

syndromeõ (MERS) have had a negative impact on certain industries, communities and the 

animal health sector in certain countries. She strongly encouraged national, regional and 

international stakeholders to follow these best practices in the event of the emergence of a 

new human disease.  
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112. On the subject of food saf ety, Dr Aidara -Kane underlined the commitments of the WHO and 

OIE to improve global food safety and referred to the ôLaunch of the World Health Day 

2015õ at Rungis (France), which was attended by the Director General of the OIE and the 

Director General of the WHO. OIE National Focal Points for Animal Production Food 

Safety have furthermore been invited to collaborate with the International Food Safety 

Authority Network (INFOSAN) so as to represent the veterinary sector better within this 

network.  

113. She returned her attention to the Tripartite collaboration, and in particular, the ô4-way-

linkingõ project at country level, which aims to strengthen the relationship between the 

animal and public health agencies for virological and epidemiological invest igations 

associated with H5N1 and highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) events and 

establishing joint mechanisms for risk assessment within national governmental 

structures.  

114. Dr Aidara -Kane highlighted the efforts undertaken by the WHO and OIE  to eliminate 

rabies and the corresponding elimination programmes. She stressed that rabies elimination 

is feasible if human and veterinary health sectors collaborate closely together. She also 

revealed that the WHO and OIE, in collaboration with the FAO a nd Global Alliance for 

Rabies Control , will be hosting a Global Conference on the ôGlobal Elimination of Dog-

mediated Human Rabies ð The Time Is Nowõ at WHO Headquarters in Geneva 

(Switzerland ) on 10 to 11 December 2015. 

115. Dr Aidara -Kane was pleas ed to note the acceleration of other control and elimination 

programmes developed by the OIE for endemic zoonotic diseases such as porcine 

cysticercosis and echinococcosis. 

116. She expressed the gratitude of WHO for the strong collaboration between the OIE and FAO 

on issues relating to MERS, and notably the OIEõs participation in recent joint missions in 

Saudi Arabia.  

117. As a priority topic for both the WHO and OIE, she next spoke of the rising threat of AMR, 

and the approaches developed by t he WHO and OIE to address AMR in human s and 

animals. Dr Aidara -Kane informed the Assembly that WHO has participated in the 

activities and initiatives of the OIE on AMR, including the updating of OIE standards on 

AMR, regional seminars for OIE National Foca l Points, and the global database on the use 

of antimicrobial agents in animals. The OIE has similarly participated in the development 

of the Global Action Plan on AMR, which promotes a comprehensive ôOne Healthõ approach. 

118. Morever, Dr Aidara -Kan e referred to the resolution adopted by the 68 th  World Health 

Assembly of the WHO in 2015 to strengthen the collaboration between the OIE, FAO and 

WHO for combatting AMR under a ôOne Healthõ approach. 

119. In closing, Dr Aidara -Kane stated that WHO l ooks forward to continuing its close 

collaboration with the OIE, and warmly appreciates the work conducted by the OIE to 

improve public health, food safety, food security, the control of rabies and other zoonoses 

and emerging new diseases.  

The World Bank  

120. Dr  Caroline Planté , Livestock Specialist at the World Bank, thanked the President of the 

OIE, the Director General of the OIE, and all national Delegates to the OIE for allowing the 

World Bank to address the World Assembly and to present the Wor ld Bankõs perspectives 

on livestock.  
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121. Dr  Planté  commenced her presentation by introducing the World Bank delegation 

attending the 83rd OIE General Session, which was led by Dr Francois Le Gall, and 

comprised of six persons in total.  

122. Dr  Planté  explained the two main goals of the World Bank (known as the Twin Goals), 

which are to eradicate extreme poverty within one generation (by decreasing the 

percentage of people living with less than USD 1.25 a day to no more than 3% by 2030) and 

to boost shared prosperity (by improving the living standards of the lower 40% of the 

population in every country). She indicated that the agriculture sector is linked to both of 

the Twin Goals of the World Bank , as well as to the Sustainable Development Goal s, which 

drive the post -2015 development agenda.  

123. In 2010, there were over 900 million rural poor, of which 750 million were working in the 

agriculture sector. To put livestock within the broader agriculture sector and highlighting 

the role it pl ays in contributing to eradicate extreme poverty and boost prosperity, 

Dr  Planté  indicated that over 1 billion poor people were dependent on livestock for their 

livelihoods; the majority of these, at least two-thirds , are women. Furthermore, 

approximately 200 million pastoral households depend on livestock for their survival.   

124. Dr  Planté  subsequently elaborated on investment in animal health, which supports both 

the mission of the World Bank Group and the Sustainable Development Goals because, 

fir stly , it enables the poor and small holders to optimise production and productivity  and 

seize better market  opportunities to alleviate  poverty; secondly, animal disease control is a 

direct contribution to public health (food safety, zoonotic diseases contro l, nutrition); and 

thirdly, animal disease control contributes to climate -smart livestock  (reduction of 

production losses/waste and improved feed conversion).   

125. With regard to the World Bank Agriculture portfolio, she announced that as of May 201 5, 

there were 326 active agriculture projects, of which 96 were related to livestock. These 

projects represent a total IBRD 15/IDA 16 commitment of approximately USD 19.2 billion 

across 98 countries. For the last fiscal year (2014), newly approved projects (IB RD/IDA and 

trust funded projects) represented a total commitment of approximatel y USD  3.8 billion, of 

which USD  226 million w as allocated to livestock related activities. She also noted that 

Africa was the region with the largest livestock portfolio, follo wed by South Asia, and East 

Asia and the Pacific (especially in terms of commitments).   

126. Dr  Plant é informed the Assembly that livestock falls under the Agriculture Global Practice 

of the World Bank Group, and as such, is a direct contributor towa rds poverty reduction. In 

recent years, the World Bank Group has witnessed a number of emerging trends in the 

livestock sector. Among these, she signalled the growing demand for livestock related 

projects and technical support from all regions of the world , with possible different focuses 

on health, environment and/or equity. Furthermore, by its very nature, she stated that 

livestock is multisectoral, and its relationship with other sectors such as human health, 

environment, fragility and conflict should be  facilitated by the new operational model of the 

World Bank. This new global model should also assist in matching country needs, World 

Bankõs in-country engagement, global public good and World Bank corporate agendas.  

                                                      

15  IBRD: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development  
16  IDA: International Development Association  
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127. Dr  Planté  underlined that the World Bank is committed to fostering strong partnerships 

with key institutions, which is critical for the achievement of common goals. The Livestock 

Global Alliance for instance, whose Secretariat is hosted at the World Bank, brings together 

key global  public institutions holding a high stake in the livestock sector. The goal of the 

Livestock Global Alliance is to promote a safer, fairer and more sustainable livestock sector 

by developing and communicating a common vision and a coherent approach among a ll the 

key partners involved.  The Livestock Global Alliance, moreover, seeks to better support the 

sector by leveraging the respective strengths of partners and comparative advantages. 

Other important partnerships mentioned by Dr  Planté  included the Global  Agenda for 

Sustainable Livestock, the OIE World Animal Health and Welfare Fund (whose Advisory 

Committee is chaired by the World Bank) and the Global Food Safety Partnership (whose 

Secretariat is hosted by the World Bank). She added that the World Bank al so participates 

in many other partnerships linked to livestock.   

128. Dr  Planté  provided examples of areas in which the World Bank and OIE, together with 

other partners of the Alliance, are collaborating. This includes the development of strategic 

communication on livestock; an activity under which a joint narrative note on sustainable 

livestock is being developed. In addition, a web portal is similarly being developed, and will 

provide information about the sector, while directing new visitors to the  websites of the 

Alliance partners for further details. Dr  Planté  explained that the World Bank had also 

participated in important meetings such as the International Conference for the Control 

and Eradication of PPR in Abidjan (C¹te dõIvoire) at the end of March 2015 and the FMD 

Socio-Economic Expert Panel meeting in Rome (Italy) in early April 2015.  

129. On the subject of One Health, Dr  Planté  shared that a One Health operational framework 

is being developed by the World Bank, seeking to facilitate t he development of cross-

sectoral operations on One Health globally. The framework will promote existing tools 

(e.g. the tools under the OIE PVS Pathway for animal health systems, the tools of the 

WHOõs IHR for human health systems), and the World Bank has contributed to enhancing 

these tools through the provision of a previous grant to the OIE and WHO for the ôHuman 

and Animal Health Systems Assessment Tools and Bridgesõ project. Efforts will also target 

the environmental health dimension, and Dr  Planté  took this opportunity to mention the 

World Bankõs recent partnership with Eco-Health Alliance.  

130. Dr  Planté  stated that over the last year, the World Bank ha d worked in close cooperation 

with the OIE on various projects, such as the regional Sahel Pas toral Support Project 

(PRAPS), which was currently being presented to the World Bank Board for approval on 

26 May 2015. This six -year project covers six countries for a total cost of USD  248 million, 

of which approximately USD  50 million correspond s to ani mal health activities. The design 

of the animal health component at country and regional levels has relied heavily on OIE 

PVS Pathway reports , outputs and recommendations. She added that the OIE would be 

providing support in the initial project implementat ion stage by ensuring the regional 

coordination of the animal health component, by delegation of CILSS 17, and in close 

collaboration with ECOWAS/RAHC 18. 

131. Dr  Planté  next elaborated on certain activities led by the International Finance 

Corporation ( IFC), including the L -MIRA (Livestock Micro -Reforms in African 

Agribusinesses Project), managed by the IFC and funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation over three countries for a total of USD  7 million from 2015 to 2019. She 

revealed that the OIE had provided important guidance on two project components: the 

                                                      

17  CILS : Permanent Interstates Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel  
18  ECOWAS/RCAH: Regional Animal Health Centre of the Economic Community of West African States  
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Legislative and Regulatory Reforms for Animal Health and the Institutional Reforms for 

Animal Health. Input from the OIE was sought to provide quality control and ensure 

alignment with and use of its PVS Pathway  mechanisms and results, and facilitate this 

closer cooperation. An IFC legal expert had furthermore participated in a training session 

organised by the OIE for veterinary legislation experts through the OIE Veterinary 

Legislation Support Pr ogram (VLSP).  

132. In addition, Ms. Planté  reiterated the importance of the livestock sector for the IFC  and 

stated that the  ôanimal proteinõ business currently represents approximately half of all new 

investments in agribusiness. She informed the As sembly that, at the end of 2014, the IFC 

had updated the good practice note on animal welfare, replacing the 2006 version. The 

revised document makes strong references to the OIE standards on animal welfare, and 

indicates in particular that the IFC has and  will continu e to decline projects where the 

system is incompatible with acceptable and science -based animal welfare standards. The 

note furthermore states that the IFC will continue to liaise with the OIE to ensure that its 

lending approaches are compatib le with the OIEõs intergovernmental standards. 

133. Dr  Planté  concluded her presentation by congratulating Dr  Monique Eloit on her election 

as the Director General of the OIE and thanked the current Director General of the OIE, 

Dr  Bernard Vallat, for  the OIEõs excellent and valued collaboration with the World Bank. 

World Trade Organization  

134. Ms Marième Fall, Counsellor, Agriculture and Commodities Division, World Trade 

Organization (WTO), reported on the relevant activities of the WTO Committ ee on Sanitary 

and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Committee) for 2014 and the first quarter of 2015.  

135. Ms Fall drew the attention of the Assembly to the fact that, in the 19 years between 1995 

and the end of 2014, 382 specific trade concerns ( STCs) were raised by WTO Members in 

the SPS Committee against SPS measures maintained by other WTO Members. Of these, 

39% were related to SPS measures linked to animal health and zoonoses, 31% related to 

food safety and 25% to plant health. The animal health and  zoonoses-related STCs were 

comprised of: 34% transmissib le spongiform e ncephalopathies (TSEs), 35% oth er animal 

health concerns, 23% foot and mouth disease  (FMD)  and 8% for avian i nfluenza. Ms Fall 

informed the Assembly that further information is availab le in WTO document 

G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.15. 

136. Ms Fall revealed that in 2014 and the first quarter of 2015, eight  new STCs of relevance to 

the OIE were raised by WTO Members in the SPS Committee. Also, several WTO Members 

had taken the opportunity of SPS Committee meetings to provide information relating to 

animal health measures and zoonoses, as well as on their pest or disease status.   

137. She disclosed that a  total of 1174 notifications, that is 1 062 proposed new or revised SPS 

measures and 112 emergency ones, were submitted to the WTO during 2014. This is the 

highest number of SPS notifications ever circulated in any year since the SPS Agreement 

entered into force in 1995. Among these, 113 regular notifications and 70 emergency 

notifications identified animal health as the objective of the measure while 626 regular 

notifications and 50 emergency notifications identified the protection of humans from 

zoonoses or plant pests. Of these, 81 of the regular and 70 of the emergency notifications 

identified an OIE standard as relevant, by either indicating the application of the OIE 

standard or a deviation from it.   
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138. Ms Fall explained that t he SPS Committee is mandated to review the operation and 

implementation of the SPS Agreement every fou r years. As agreed in its Second Review 19, 

the SPS Committee developed a procedure to facilitate the use of ad hoc consultations and 

negotiations to resolve trade problems,  which was adopted in July 2014 20. The procedure 

lays out how two or more WTO Members can use the office of the SPS chairperson or 

another facilitator to find a solution to their concerns.  

139. She highlighted that, i n 2014, the SPS Committee undertook the Fourth Review of the 

Operation and Implementation of the Agreement. Several WTO  Members submitted issues 

for consideration as part of this Review. Two of these proposals were further discussed in 

2014: (i) the joint submission by Canada and Kenya of a catalogue of instruments available 

to WTO Members to manage SPS issues; and (ii) th e joint submission by Chile, the 

European Union, Morocco and Norway on transparency. A questionnaire on transparency 

was circulated in February 2015, to inform further Committ ee discussions on this subject, 

as well as a Transparency Workshop planned for Oc tober 2015. The SPS Committee 

discussed a draft Review Report at the July 2014 meeting. The report was subsequently 

revised twice based on Membersõ comments and suggestions received after the July 2014 

and October 2014 meetings. Consensus could not be reac hed on the report in March 2015 

and Members will try to resolve the remaining differences at an informal meeting in July 

2015, with a view to adopting the report at the regular meeting in July 2015.  

140. Regarding the recent development concerning pr ivate standards, discussions in 2014 

continued to focus on the developm ent of a working definition of òSPS-related private 

standardsó. An electronic -Working Group was established in 2013 to develop a working 

definition of òSPS-related private standards ó, with China  and New Zealand serving as 

ôco-stewardsõ. Two reports on the work of the electronic Working Group were circulated by 

the co-stewards, at the March and October 2014 meetings, but no consensus could be 

reached. Ms Fall added that a compromise worki ng definition was then put forward by the 

co-stewards to successfully conclude the discussion on a working definition at the March 

2015 Committee meeting 21. However, while very close, the SPS Committee was not able to 

reach a consensus on a working definiti on and it  was agreed that the electronic Working 

Group would reflect further on the issue.  

141. The WTO Secretariat and OIE continue to cooperate in providing technical assistance to 

developing countries, both through the OIEõs active participation i n WTO -organised 

training activities, and through Standards and Trade Development Facility  (STDF) -related 

projects. Ms Fall announced that the WTO Secretariat will be organising the following 

three regional training events on the SPS Agreement in 2015: i) R egional SPS Workshop 

for the Caribbean in September, ii) Regional SPS and TBT 22 Workshop for Asia in 

November , and iii) Regional SPS Workshop for Arab Countries, 30 November to 

3 December. She referred to the WTO document G/SPS/GEN/997/Rev.5, which contains  

detailed information relating to all the SPS technical assistance activities planned for 2015, 

including application information and deadlines for WTO funding.  

142. In conclusion, Ms Fall extended her congratulations to Dr  Monique Eloit on her recent 

election as Director General of the OIE  and expressed her gr atitude to  Dr  Vallat for his 

efforts and leadership in the past fifteen years.  

                                                      

19  G/SPS/36 
20  G/SPS/61 
21  G/SPS/W283 
22  TBT: technical barriers to trade  
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Codex Alimentarius Commission  

143. Dr  Awilo Ochieng Pernet, Chairperson, Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) , Joint 

FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, began her address by thanking the President of 

the OIE, on her own behalf and on behalf of the Secretary of the CAC, for the invitation to 

attend this OIE General Session.  

144. She informed the Assembly of th e strong relationship fostered between the CAC and OIE, 

and their collaboration on ensuring the safety of foods of animal origin in food production.  

145. She furthermore welcomed the active participation of the OIE in Codex activities and 

commended OIE experts for their valuable contributions at the Codex Committee on Food 

Hygiene, the Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods, the Codex 

Committee on Fish and Fishery Products, the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export 

Inspection and  Certification Systems, the Codex Committee on General Principles and the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission.  

146. The collaboration between the CAC and OIE has moreover enabled a number of Codex and 

OIE texts to be developed in a consistent and complemen tary manner.  

147. In July 2014, the OIE had submitted a list of joint achievements to the 37th session of the 

CAC, in which the OIE referenced 15 Codex texts, which explicitly refer to the OIE. The 

OIE will be submitting a similar list to this yearõs session.  

148. The Codex Secretariat, in addition to the FAO, WHO, similarly participates in the OIEõs 

Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety.  

149. Dr  Ochieng Pernet subsequently spoke of the WTO Agreement on the Application of 

Sanita ry and Phytosanitary Measures  (SPS Agreement) , under which WTO Members are 

encouraged to align their national food safety, animal and plant health measures with the 

international standards, guidelines and recommendations developed by the CAC, OIE and 

the IPPC23. 

150. The importance of collaborating with the OIE and IPPC is reiterated in the Codex Strategic 

Plan 2014ð2019, and more specifically in Objective 1.3, which states the strategic objective 

of the CAC to strengthen coordination and cooperation w ith other international standard -

setting organisations that seek to avoid duplication of efforts and to optimise opportunities. 

Additionally, Activity 1.3.1 of the Codex Strategic Plan aims to promote collaboration in 

standards development in Codex with th e OIE and IPPC on standards that cover the farm -

to-fork continuum.  

151. In terms of achievement, Dr  Ochieng Pernet announced that the ôGuidance on Codex-OIE 

Cooperationõ document was endorsed at the 37th  Session of the CAC, held in Geneva 

(Switzerlan d) in July 2014.  

152. She expressed her gratitude to the OIE for having contributed towards this important 

Codex initiative, for which the OIE had actively participated in the discussions held in the 

various Working Groups and had hosted the meeting of the Codex Physical Working Group 

at the OIEõs Headquarters in Paris. 

153. With regard to food safety at  the  international level, Dr  Ochieng Pernet highlighted the 

need for cooperation and dialogue amongst key standard -setting organisations, and a multi -

national approach at the  national and regional levels so as to ensure the development of 

food safety legislation and regulations. In order to strengthen collaboration at these levels, 

                                                      

23  IPPC: International Plant Protection Convention  
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and as encouraged by the ôGuidance on Codex-OIE Cooperationõ document, Dr  Ochieng 

Pernet underlined the importance of promoting dialogue between the Codex Contact Point 

and the OIE Focal Point. Member governments were similarly invited to further dialogue 

on animal health and food safety through national and regional le vel working groups and 

subcommittee meetings.  

154. Dr  Ochieng Pernet recalled that during the discussions on the proposed Codex Draft 

Guidelines for the Control of Nontyphodial Salmonella  spp. at the Codex Committee on 

Food Hygiene in November 2014, the observer from the OIE emphasised the need for Codex 

and OIE Member Countries to coordinate their work to ensure the consistency of 

documents, and praised the OIE for its efficient cooperation with Codex.  

155. She next elaborated on the draft ôGuidelines for the Control of Trichinella  spp. in Meat of 

Suidaeõ and mentioned that during the finalisation of these draft guidelines, the observer 

from the OIE had encouraged discussions between Codex and the OIE on whether any 

improvements could be made to  Chapter 8.15 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code , 

ôInfection with Trinchinella  spp.õ, so as to improve alignment between these two texts. 

156. In conclusion, Dr  Ochieng Pernet congratulated Dr  Eloit for her election as Director 

General of the OIE and the excellent work conducted by the OIE under the leadership of 

Dr  Vallat to ensure food safety and quality along the food production chain, which are 

protecting the health of consumers around the world.  

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and  Working Groups  

Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission  

157. Dr  Franck Berthe, President of the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (Aquatic 

Animals Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the previous General 

Session. He stated that the Commission held a meeting at the OIE Headquarters from 

29 September to 3 October 2014. The Commission met again from 2 to 6 March 2015 to 

consider Member Country comments  on the report of its October 2014 meeting and to 

identify issues that  should be presented at this General Session. The items and comments 

on texts that are not being submitted for adoption at this General Session and that could 

not be dealt with during the March 2015 meeting will be discussed at the next meeting of 

the Aqua tic Animals Commission in September 2015, together with new Member Country 

comments on the report of the March 2015 meeting as well as those received at this 

General Session.  

158. Dr  Berthe expressed his gratitude to the members of the Aquatic Anima ls Commission, 

Dr  Huang Jie (Vice -President), Dr  Victor Manuel Vidal (Vice -President), Dr  Ingo Ernst, 

Dr  Brit Hjeltnes and Dr  Alicia Gallardo Lagno (Members) for their expert contributions and 

commitment to the work of the Commission. He expressed apprecia tion for the contribution 

of the experts of the Commissionõs various ad hoc Groups, FAO experts, as well as the 

many individual experts who provided scientific assistance. On behalf of the Commission, 

Dr  Berthe gratefully acknowledged the resolute support of the Director General, 

Dr  Bernard Vallat, and the excellent guidance and assistance given to the Commission by 

members of staff at OIE Headquarters, especially Dr  Derek Belton, Dr  Gillian Mylrea, 

Ms Sara Linnane and Dr  Tomasz Grudnik.  

159. Dr  Berth e thanked those Member Countries that had submitted comments for their active 

participation in the standard -setting work of the OIE and encouraged all Member 

Countries to contribute to this work.  

160. Dr  Berthe noted that the Aquatic Animals Commiss ion was not able to prepare a detailed 

explanation of the reasons for accepting or not accepting every proposal received. However, 

he assured the Assembly that all Member Countr y comments were considered by the 

Commission. Dr  Berthe encouraged Member Count ries to refer to explanations provided in 

previous reports when preparing comments on longstanding issues. He also reminded 
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Delegates that the reports of ad hoc Groups, provided as annexes to the Commission 

reports, included important information and he en couraged Member Countries to review 

these reports together with the report of the Commission.  

161. Dr  Berthe noted that the OIE would continue to provide the unofficial version of meeting 

reports in English on the Delegatesõ website as soon as possible after each meeting, while 

waiting for the official versions (in English, French and Spanish) to be finalised and 

translated. Dr  Berthe also recalled the OIE policy of placing Commission reports, including 

annexes to the report, such as ad hoc Group rep orts , endorsed by the Commission, on the 

OIE public website. This is an important communication channel to inform organisations 

and the general public of the transparent work being done in the OIE on international 

standards, and to contribut e to that work.  Dr  Berthe also noted that Aquatic Animal Focal 

Points were notified when the unofficial and official versions of the meeting reports are 

uploaded and encouraged them to arrange access to these documents  through their 

Delegate.  

162. Dr  Berthe noted that the Delegate bags contained a USB flash drive with the complete 

reports of the October 2014 and March 2015 meetings of the Aquatic Animals Commission, 

including annexes with ad hoc Group reports. The folder distributed at the General Session 

contains only the introductory text and texts presented for adoption from the March 2015 

report. Dr  Berthe advised Delegates that detailed comments on proposed new and amended 

texts should be submitted by mid -August each year for consideration by the Commission at 

its September/October meeting and by mid -January each year for the February/March 

meeting. He advised that the deadline for comments is always provided in each meeting 

report. He reminded Delegates that the Commission could not examine comments 

submitted i n the period between the Commissionõs February/March meeting and the 

General Session. Delegates could however make verbal comments on the report of the 

February/March meeting during the discussion at the General Session. The Commission 

would address these comments at its September/October meeting.  

163. Concluding his introductory remarks, Dr  Berthe emphasised that where relevant, all 

comments on a specific disease are considered in the corresponding Aquatic Animal Health 

Code (Aquatic Code ) and Manua l of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (Aquatic Manual ) 

chapters to ensure their alignment. He reminded the Assembly that modifications to the 

text of the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual will be detailed in Resolutions to be 

submitted to the Assembly fo r adoption during the course of the week.  

164. Dr  Berthe presented the following texts of the Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual to the 

Assembly for adoption. He informed Delegates that the revised chapters could be found in 

Annexes 3 to 21 of Doc. 83 SG/12/CS4 B.  

165. Userõs Guide 

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered Member 

Country comments  on the revised Userõs Guide and made relevant amendments while 

ensuring alignment, as far as possible, with the Userõs Guide in the Terrestrial Code . 

Dr  Berthe considered that the revised guide provided a much improved guide as to the role, 

scope and correct use of the Aquatic Code . 

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Spain , speaking  on behalf  of the 53 OIE  Member  Countries  of Europe,  

commended the work  of the  Aquatic  Animals  Commission  and supported  the  revised texts  

in  general.  The Delegate commented that  the  work  of both  Commissions  to align  horizontal  

texts  was appreciated.  However,  he commented that  some challenges remain  with  respect 

to the  Userõs Guide,  and also the  Chapter  5.1 on certification  and the new Chapter  6.5 on 

risk  analysis  for  antimicrobial  resistance.  He noted that  some of the proposed changes were 

considered to be unacceptable as the  text  would  differ  from  the Terrestrial  Code and this  

could lead to confusion  and have a negative  impact  on trade.  He urged the  OIE  to achieve 



ð 26 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

strict  alignment  of these important  points  and urged the Commissions  to work  together  to 

avoid problems  of this  type in  the  future.  Joint  meetings  of Commissions  and ad hoc Groups 

could be considered. Another  possibility  would  be to develop a single  Code containing  

horizontal  chapters  on terrestrial  and aquatic  animals.  

The Delegate gave three  examples of deviations  where , for  reasons of consistency and to 

avoid misunderstandings , he insisted  that  the  texts  in  the  two Codes be aligned.  In  Section 

A point  4, he recommended using  the  wording  in  the  Terrestrial  Code, and in  Point  4 of 

Sections B and C, using  the term  òmore stringentó as proposed in  the  Terrestrial  Code. 

He noted that  further  comments had been sent to OIE  in  writing  prior  to this  General  

Session for  consideration  by the  Commission.  

The Delegate of Uganda,  speaking  on behalf  of the  54 OIE  Member  Countries  of Africa , 

supported  the  EU  position  on Point  4 of Section A and proposed to change ôwhenõ to ôwhereõ 

and remove ôaõ before ôrisk analysisõ in  this  Section.  

He went  on to say that  Africa  had sent further  written  comments on Annex  3 and Annex  8. 

Dr  Berthe  thanked  the Delegates for  their  comments. He recognised that  the  issue is non-

alignment  between the texts  of the  Terrestrial  and Aquatic  Codes. This  issue has been 

raised  on many  previous  occasions and it  remains  work  in  progress. Both  Commissions  

have worked  hard  to address it,  despite some difficulties,  and this  work  will  continue.  

Dr  Berthe  declined to comment  on the  proposals for  joint  meetings  and the  development  of 

a single  Code. He noted that  the  Aquatic  Animals  Commission  supported  all  effor ts to 

harmonise  the  texts  in  the two Codes. On the specific points  raised  in  Sections A, B and C 

of the  Userõs Guide,  he noted that  the  term  ôexceeds OIE  standardsõ is effectively  the  same 

as ômore stringentõ. 

The President  of the  Terrestrial  Code Commissi on was invited  to comment.  Dr  Thiermann  

noted that  the  proposal for  a joint  meeting  was not  the  best solution,  given the workload  of 

both  Commissions.  He explained  that  individual  Member  Countries  often submitted  

divergent  comments on the  respective  texts  in  the  two Codes and recommended that  they  

endeavour  to coordinate  their  submitted  comments on the  two Codes, while  noting  that  

there  are also some justifiable  differences  between the two Codes.  

Dr  Berthe  proposed to adopt the  text  with  amendments  to addr ess the  recommendations  of 

the  Delegates of Spain  and Uganda.  

The revised text  was adopted unanimously.  

166. Glossary  

Dr  Berthe noted that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered Member Country 

comments on the revised definitions and made rele vant amendments while ensuring 

alignment, as far as possible with relevant definitions developed by the OIE Code 

Commission at its March 2015 meeting.  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed with the Code 

Commission to develop a def inition for biosecurity  to be included in both Codes. Dr  Berthe 

explained that they had amended the definition for biosecurity  in response to several 

Member Country comments . He also commented that the amended definition is aligned 

with that proposed for t he Terrestrial Code . 
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Dr  Berthe reminded Delegates that the revisions of the definitions for disinfectant  and 

disinfection were made to more suitably reflect the use of these terms in the Aquatic Code  

and will also be used in the development of the new dra ft chapter on disinfection of 

aquaculture establishments, water and fish eggs for Section 4 of the Aquatic Code .  

Dr  Berthe noted that the Aquatic Animals Commission had agreed with the Code 

Commission that the current definition of hazard identification  adds little to the existing 

definition of hazard and could therefore be deleted from the glossary. Dr  Berthe added that 

no comments were received on this proposal.  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission proposed to delete the 

definition fo r infective period because this term only appears twice in the Aquatic Code . The 

Commission did not agree with a Member Country comment to retain the definition as it  

considered its use in the Aquatic Code  does not require a specific glossary definition.  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed to amend the definitions 

for risk analysis  and risk assessment to align with amendments being proposed for these 

definitions in the Terrestrial Code . 

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the  Assembly.  

The Delegate of China  (Peopleõs Republic  of) indicated  that  he supported  the  Commissionõs 

proposed definition  of biosecurity,  and encouraged the  Commission  to develop the  concept of 

a biosecurity  plan  and related  criteria.  

The revised text  was adopted unanimously.   

167. Diseases listed by the OIE (Chapter 1.3.)  

Acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease  

Dr  Berthe informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission recognised the 

significance of acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease (AHPN D) to many countries. At its  

February 2014 meeting, the Commission had considered the possible listing of AHPND in 

accordance with Article 1.2.2. Criteria for listing an aquatic animal disease. However, due 

to the lack of specific diagnostic methods for th e causative agent of AHPND at that time, 

the disease did not meet the criteria for listing.  

Dr  Berthe reported that at their October 2014 meeting, the Commission developed an 

assessment for AHPND, and, in light of the development of new diagnostic methods,  

considered that AHPND now met the criteria for listing in accordance with Article 1.2.2.  

Dr  Berthe informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission reviewed comments 

received from Member Countriesõ regarding the listing of AHPND. While some Member 

Countries supported listing, some did not. The Commission noted that comments against 

listing were based on a recent report that a  Vibrio  species other than V. parahaemolyticus 

was found to be PCR24 positive for the plasmid that carries the gene coding for the toxin 

necessary to cause AHPND. While the Commission recognised this new development in the 

knowledge of AHPND, it  agreed that this finding must be balanced against a considerable 

body of scientific information that now exists and which demonstrates th at a strain of V. 

parahaemolyticus carrying  the pVA -1 plasmid is the cause of AHPND.  

                                                      

24  PCR: polymerase chain reaction  
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Dr  Berthe noted that, as stated in Chapter 1.2 of the Aquatic Code , the objective of listing is 

to support Member Countries õ efforts to prevent the transboundary spread of important 

diseases of aquatic animals  through tr ansparent and consistent reporting. The Commission 

agreed that AHPND should be proposed for listing.  

Dr  Berthe also noted that in light of the Commissionõs proposal to list AHPND and 

recognising that it is essential to distinguish the causative agent of A HPND from other 

forms of the bacterium, the Commission recommended that a chapter on AHPND be 

developed for inclusion in the Aquatic Manual . He reminded Delegates that a new draft 

Aquatic  Manual  chapter for AHPND was circulated in the Commissionõs March 2015 report 

for Member Country comments . 

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of China  (Peopleõs Republic  of) suggested that  the  name of the  chapter  on 

infection  with  infectious  salmon anaemia  virus  be amended, based on reassessment  of the  

virulence  factors.  The Delegate noted that  the  name of the  chapter  in  the  Aquatic  Manual  

and the Aquatic  Code is not  consistent  with  the  name of the  listed  disease. 

Dr  Berthe  asked the  Delegate to submit  this  proposal,  with  a scientific  justifi cation,  to the  

Aquatic  Animals  Commission  for  consideration  at  the  next  meeting.  

The amended text  was adopted unanimously.   

168. Import risk analysis (Chapter 2.1.)  

Dr  Berthe informed the Assembly that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed 

amendments in the corresponding chapter of the Terrestrial Code adopted by the Assembly 

in May 2014, where text had been removed because it was not directly pertinent to an 

import risk analysis. The Commission had agreed to make the same amendments in the 

Aquatic Code chapter as it  considered it important that such horizontal chapters in the two 

Codes be aligned. The Commission also proposed to delete ôpotentialõ from the term 

ôpotential hazardõ throughout the chapter because this word is inaccurate as a qualifier of 

hazard, an amendment also adopted in the Terrestrial Code .  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

169. Recommendations for surface disinfection of salmonid eggs (new Chapter 4.X.)  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had requested that the ad hoc 

Group on Disinfection draft a new chapter on ôRecommendations for surface disinfection of 

salmonid eggsõ (Chapter 4.X.). The Commission had considered Member Country comments  

and amended the draft chapter as appropriate.  

Dr  Berthe noted that once the proposed draft Chapter 4.X. is adopted, the cross reference to 

a protocol on disinfection of salmonid eggs that currently appears in Chapters 10.4., 10.5., 

10.6. and 10.10. would  be amended to cross reference to this new chapter.  

Dr  Berthe noted that once the new Chapter 4.X. is adopted, the Aquatic Manual  Chapter 

1.1.3. ôMethods for disinfection of aquaculture establishmentsõ will be deleted. 

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_animaux_aquatiques
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Dr  Berthe noted that the Commission recognised the need to expand recommendations for 

egg surface disinfection to other aquatic animal species, as appropriate, and requested that 

the ad hoc Group on Disinfection address this in their future work.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Denmark,  speaking  on behalf  of the  53 OIE  Member  Countries  of Europe,  

thanked  the Commission  for  developing  this  important  chapter  and supported  its  adoption.   

The Delegate of Norway , also speaking  on behalf  of Chile  and Canada, thanked  the 

Commission  for  this  important  chapter  and supported  adoption  of the  text.  However,  she 

noted that  there  were some scientific  and technical  issues that  should  be addressed, namely  

the  management  of green eggs versus newly  fertilised  and eyed eggs. Also with  respect to 

Article  4.X.2 point  1 and point  3 on rinsing  of eggs in  0.9% pathogen free saline,  ôsalineõ 

should  be written  before ôpathogen freeõ. In  addition  ôpathogen freeõ should  be defined  or 

alternative  wording  chosen. The Delegate indicated  that  she would  submit  these proposals 

in  August.  

Dr  Berthe  indicated  that  the  reason for  using  the  term  ôpathogen freeõ is to put  the  

emphasis on the  outcome of disinfection.  He confirmed  that  all  technical  comments would  

be forwarded  to the  Commission  and the ad hoc Group  for  review.  

170. Control of pathogenic agents  in aquatic animal feed (Chapter 4.7.)  

Dr  Berthe informed the Assembly that the Commission  had prepared a revised draft 

Chapter 4.7. ôControl of pathogenic agents  in aquatic animal feedõ. The revised chapter 

exclusively addresses the risk of transmission of infectious diseases of aquatic animals via 

feed and the prevention of entry of pathogenic agents of concern via feed. The revised 

chapter aims to assist Member Countries to recognise a nd assess the risks related to 

pathogenic agents in feed. At its  March 2015 meeting, the Commission considered Member 

Country comments  and amended the text of the draft chapter, as appropriate.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

A Member  of the  Chilean  Delegation  thanked  the  Commission  for  its  work  and stated  that  

Chile  supported  the  adoption  of the chapter  because it  provides  the  key elements of control  

for  some important  pathogens. 

The revised text  was adopted unanimously.   

171. General obligations related to certification (Chapter 5.1.)  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered Member 

Country comments  and also reviewed amendments proposed by the Code Commission in 

the corresponding chapter of the Terrestrial Code , and amended the chapter based on these 

considerations. Article 5.1.2 points 1 and 2 were amended to avoid use of the term 

ñappropriate level of protection ò in the Aquatic Code  except when directly referring to the 

Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO).  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  
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The Delegate of Hungary, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries  of Europe , 

commended the Commission on its work  but noted that as mentioned previously in relation 

to the Userõs Guide, there were some important differences between the text of the Aquatic 

Code and that of the Terrestrial Code .  

The Delegate recommended that in Article 5.1.2. points 1 and 2, the word ôexceedõ should be 

replaced by ômore stringentõ.  

The Delegate of Cameroon, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE  Member Countries  of Africa,  

supported the position of the European Union, and called for the reinstatement of the text 

as it was prior to the last meeting of the Commission.  

Dr  Berthe proposed that the amended text be revised in accordance with the text of the 

Terrestrial Code .  

The revised text with amendments was adopted unanimously.  

172. Certification procedures (Chapter 5.2.)  

Dr  Berthe expl ained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had considered Member 

Country comments  and also reviewed amendments proposed by the Code Commission in 

the corresponding chapter of the Terrestrial Code , and amended the chapter based on these 

considerations. The Commission had accepted Member Countries ô suggestions to amend 

Article 5.2.4.  to better describe the procedures for electronic certification.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

173. Risk an alysis for antimicrobial resistance arising from the use of antimicrobial 

agents in aquatic animals (new Chapter 6.5.)  

Dr  Berthe reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed the draft Chapter 

6.5. ôRisk analysis for antimicrobial resistance arising from the use of antimicrobial agents 

in aquatic animalsõ that had been developed by the ad hoc Group on Antibiotic Use in 

Aquatic Animals. The draft chapter had been circulated for Member Country comments  in 

the Commission õs September 2014 report. He  wished to note that the draft chapter had 

been developed based on the corresponding chapter in the Terrestrial Code  but includes 

Article 6. 5.2. ôSpecial considerations for conducting antimicrobial resistance risk analysis in 

aquacultureõ to highlight the differences between risk analysis for antimicrobial resistance 

in terrestrial and aquatic animals. The Commission considered Member Country comments  

and amended the text , where appropriate.  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Commission had moved the text defini ng the use of the terms 

for hazard, risk and risk to public health, for the purpose of this chapter, into a new point 3 

of Article 6.5.1. to improve readability. The lists of factors to be considered in points on 

release assessment, exposure assessment and consequence assessment in Articles 6.5.3. 

and 6.5.4. were expanded and text in the points on risk estimation were simplified to 

improve clarity. The Commission also replaced the term òrelease assessmentó with the term 

òentry assessment ó throughout the cha pter to ensure consistency with Chapter 2.1.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Norway , speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries  of Europe , 

thanked the Commission for taking some of its comments into account but  could not 

support adoption of the chapter. She stated that many of the proposed changes modify some 
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important concepts (e.g. ôentryõ replacing ôreleaseõ). She stated that the Terrestrial Code  is 

being revised without much congruence to the changes being proposed in the Aquatic Code  

and this is regrettable. She suggested defer ring  adoption until the corresponding 

Terrestrial Code  chapter has been adopted.  

A member of the Canadian Delegation thanked the Director General for recognising the 

importance of th e aquaculture sector. On behalf of the Regional Commission for the 

Americas, she raised concerns about some of the proposed modifications to the chapter and 

called for consistent use of language throughout the chapter , such as public health versus 

human he alth.  

Dr  Berthe thanked the Delegates for their comments.  

On the issue of alignment between the two Codes, Dr  Berthe noted that alignment is a 

dynamic process. The improvements could come from the aquatic or the terrestrial sector 

and also, some difference s between the Codes are justifiable.  

Noting that there is as yet no guidance on how to conduct risk analysis for antimicrobial 

resistance in the Aquatic Code , he stressed the importance of adopting this chapter so that 

it can be used by Member Countries.  

In Article 6.5.3 point 2 and in Article 6.5.4 point 2, ôhazard identificationõ is replaced by 

ôhazardõ. In Article 6.5.3. point 2 and Article 6.5.4 point 2, replace the words ôpoint 4 of 

Article 6.5.1.õ with ôpoint 3 of Article 6.5.1.õ 

The Brazilian Focal Point for Aquatic Animals, speaking on behalf of the Delegate of Brazil, 

supported Dr  Bertheõs proposal. 

The Director General commented on the parallel work of the two Commissions. For the past 

15 years there have been many efforts to ensure coordinated  texts. Much has been achieved 

in this regard but work remains to be done. Within the framework of harmoni sation, ad hoc 

Groups play an important role. In the field of antimicrobial resistance the OIE does have 

some Groups that include aquatic and terrestrial  experts. This approach is under way but 

needs to be further strengthened.  

The Delegate of Australia asked Dr  Berthe to address the comments of Canada regarding 

the terms human health and public health. Dr  Berthe said that these terms are rather 

synonymous and agreed that the term ôhuman healthõ would be used throughout the 

chapter.  

The adoption of the revised Chapter 6.5.  was opposed by 25 European OIE Member 

Countries . 

The revised text with amendments was adopted.  

174. Amphibian disease -specific chapters (Chapters 8.1. and 8.2.)  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had recognised the need to 

amend Articles 8.1.10. and 8.2.10. of the amphibian disease -specific chapters because the 

importation of live aquatic animals intended for use in laboratories, zoos and the pet trade 

carry a different level of risk compared with  agricultural, industrial or pharmaceutical use. 

The Commission therefore amended Articles 8.1.10. and 8.2.10. to specifically address the 

level of risk associated wit h animals intended for agricultural, industrial or pharmaceutical 

uses, and proposed new Articles 8.1.13. and 8.2.13. to address the risks associated with the 

importation of live amphibians intended for use in laboratories and zoos.  

Dr  Berthe noted that th e Commission had proposed the removal from Articles 8.1.8. and 

8.1.10. of the provision for treatment of live aquatic animals to eradicate infection because 

there is an inconsistency between the Aquatic Code  and Aquatic Manual  on this point. The 
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Commission  agreed that treatment of live animals prior to importation is not considered an  

adequate risk mitigation measure to prevent spread of infection with Batrachochytrium 

dendrobatidis . The Commission therefore proposed the removal of the provision for 

treatme nt of live aquatic animals from Articles 8.1.8. and 8.1.10. The Commission also 

acknowledged that the aquatic animal pet trade is an important importation pathway and 

should be addressed in the future.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

175. Articles X.X.7. and X.X.11. of disease -specific chapters  

Dr  Berthe reported that the  Aquatic Animals  Commission had recognised that the text in 

Articles X.X.7. and X.X.11. in disease -specific chapters is  almost identical and therefore 

proposed to merge these two Articles in all disease -specific chapters to improve readability. 

He noted that the model article apply to Article X.X.7. (importation of live aquatic animals) 

and Article X.X.11. (importation of aquatic animal products) from a country, zone or 

compartment declared free of disease for all disease -specific chapters except in Chapter 

10.4. where this new model applies to Articles 10.4.10., 10.4.11., 10.4.15. and 10.4.16. 

Dr  Berthe noted that only com ments supportive of this proposal were received.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

176. Corrections in Articles 10.4.4. and 10.4.6.  

Dr  Berthe reported that the  Aquatic Animals Commission had recognised that the text in 

point 2 of Articles 10.4.4. and 10.4.6. in Chapter 10.4. Infection with Infectious salmon 

anaemia virus was incorrect and had proposed a correction of the relevant text. He noted 

that o nly comments supportive of the proposed  changes had been received.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Thailand , speaking on behalf of the 10 OIE Member Countries of the 

Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) , expressed thanks to the OIE and the 

Aquat ic Commission for the work that had been completed and indicated that the countries 

supported adoption of the amended text. The Delegate indicated that he would like to make 

some overall comments on disease -specific chapters regarding the requirement to ma intain 

basic biosecurity conditions for at least 2 years , as well as targeted surveillance for 2 years 

without detection of the pathogen. The Delegate asked about the scientific justification for 

this period and whether it was intended to apply to self dec laration of disease status or to 

the recovery of freedom of a country, zone of compartment. He recommended that the 

setting of the time period take account of scientific knowledge, aquaculture production 

systems, production cycles and so forth.  

Dr  Berthe agreed that the basis for the two year period is a default position and that it 

would need to be addressed more precisely in the disease -specific chapters. He noted that a 

dedicated session on surveillance had been included in the recent OIE Global confere nce on 

Aquatic animals (Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam) and that the issue raised by the Delegate 

would be followed up in the Commissionõs future work plan with a view to improving the 

recommendations in the Aquatic Code . 

The Delegate of Thailand commented that  guidance was particularly needed in relation to 

the minimum time period during which specific surveillance should be conducted and 

measures implemented to maintain the status of a disease free country or zone.   

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  
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177. Infection with Perkinsus olseni  (Article 11.6.2.)  

Dr  Berthe reported that at its September 2014 meeting the  Aquatic Animals Commission 

had recognised the need to remove Crassostrea gigas from the list of susceptible species in 

Article 11.6.2. as there is no information to substantiate that this species is susceptible . He 

noted that this amendment is also being proposed for the corresponding chapter in the 

Aquatic Manual . Dr  Berthe noted that n o objections to this proposal had been received.  

Dr  Bert he presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

178. Notification of diseases and provision of epidemiological information 

(Chapter  1.1.)  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed co mments 

provided by Member Countries on proposed changes to Article 1.1.5. and also reviewed 

amendments proposed by the OIE  ad hoc Group on Notification of Animal Diseases and 

Pathogenic Agents to Article 1.1.4.  

Dr  Berthe reminded Delegates that the revise d Chapter 1.1. was included in the March 

2015 report of the Commission for Member Country comments .  

179. Criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases (Chapter 1.2.)  

Dr  Berthe informed Delegates that the Aquatic Animals Commission had reviewed the 

report of the ad hoc Group on Notification of Animal Diseases and Pathogenic Agents and 

agreed that it was valuable having representatives of three OIE Specialist Commissions as 

observers at  the meeting of this ad hoc Group. Dr  Berthe also recommended furthe r 

strengthening of coordination between the Aquatic Animals Commission and the Code 

Commission to ensure consistency of horizontal chapters in both Codes, where relevant . 

Dr  Berthe explained that the ad hoc Group had proposed a set of simplified criteria f or 

Chapter 1.2. of the Aquatic Code . While the Commission noted that the proposed criteria 

have been simplified, there is still a need to ensure clarity of those criteria. The 

Commission noted that the removal of the explanatory notes leads to a loss of gu idance on 

how to apply the criteria and the underlying principles , and agreed that it is critical that 

the concepts underlying the listing criteria should be easily understood.  

Dr  Berthe encouraged Delegates to comment on the proposal, by the ad hoc Group , to delete 

this guidance. All comments will be helpful to inform further consideration of the listing 

criteria by the new Commission at its September 2015 meeting.  

180. General recommendations on disinfection (Chapter 4.3.)  

Dr  Berthe explained that the Aquatic Animals Commission had requested that the ad hoc 

Group on Disinfection draft a new chapter on ôDisinfection of aquaculture establishmentsõ 

to provide recommendations for disinfection procedures during routine biosecurity 

activities, emergency r esponse and transport of aquatic animals. He noted that this revised 

chapter would replace the current Aquatic Code  Chapter 4.3. ôGeneral recommendations on 

disinfection õ. 
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Dr  Berthe informed the Assembly that the Commission, at its  October 2014 meeting ha d 

reviewed the preliminary draft chapter developed by the ad hoc Group on Disinfection, and 

recommended that the ad hoc Group continue work on the development of this chapter.  

181. Infection with yellow head virus (Chapter 9.2.)  

Dr  Berthe explained t hat the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed with a Member 

Country ôs comment to add ógenotype 1ô after the name of infection with yellow head virus 

given that genotype 1 is the only known pathogenic agent of yellow head disease.  

Dr  Berthe reported the Commission had also considered a recommendation of the ad hoc 

Group on Susceptibility of Crustacean Species to I nfection with OIE L isted Diseases to 

revise the list of susceptible species for Chapter 9.2. Infection with yellow head virus 

(YHV) .  

Dr  Berthe explain ed that the Commission had agreed with the proposal of the ad hoc Group 

to amend Article 9.2.2 . in line with the application of the new criteria for listing species as 

susceptible to infection with a specific pathogen (described in Chapter 1.5.) . Dr  Berthe  

reminded Delegates that the Commission circulated the proposed changes to the list of 

susceptible species in Article 9.2.2. in its  March 2015 report for Member Country 

comments. 

Dr  Berthe noted that the Commission had also requested the authors of the Aquatic 

Manual  Chapter 2.2.8. Infection with y ellow  head virus  to amend the list of susceptible 

species in this chapter to align with the recommendations of the ad hoc Group report. The 

Commission will review the amended Aquatic Manual  chapter at its next mee ting in 

September 2015. Dr  Berthe reminded the Assembly that details of the application of the 

new criteria are in the report of the meeting of the ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of 

Crustacean Species to I nfection with OIE L isted Diseases that was appended  to the 

Commissionôs March 2015 report.  

The Commission also recommended that the ad hoc Group continue its work to review the 

list of susceptible species for other OIE listed crustacean pathogenic agents.  

The President of the OIE reiterated the need for Member Countries to be consistent in the 

comments they submit , in this respect,  to both the Aquatic Animals and Terrestrial Code 

Commissions.  

182. Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals  

Dr  Berthe reported that comments had been received from Member Countries on the five 

draft chapters for the next edition of the Aquatic Manual that had been circulated following 

the September /October 2014 meeting of the Aquatic Animals Commission: infectious 

hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis , necrotising h epatopancreatitis , taura syndrome, 

infection with yellow head virus and infection with Perkinsus olseni . 

At the March  2015 meeting, the Commission, in  consultation with the chaptersõ authors, 

reviewed the Member Country comments  and amended the texts, as a ppropriate.  

Dr  Berthe informed Delegates that the updated chapters had been provided for Member 

Country comment at Annexes 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 of Doc. 83 SG/12/CS4 B.  

Dr  Berthe presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Finland, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries  of Europe , 

supported the adoption of the five revised Aquatic Manual  chapters.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  
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183. Acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease   

Dr  Berthe explained that given the significance of acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease 

(AHPND) to many countries,  and in light of the proposal to list the disease, the Commission 

had recommended that an ad hoc Group be convened to develop a draft chapter on AHPND 

for inclusion in the Aquati c Manual . 

The Commission,  at its March 2015 meeting, reviewed the draft chapter prepared by the ad 

hoc Group and clarified that the definition of AHPND was to address the disease caused by 

unique strains of Vibrio parahaemolyticus , carrying a plasmid, desi gnated pVA1, 

containing genes coding for a deadly binary toxin (Pir vp). Dr  Berthe emphasised that one of 

the main purposes of listing a disease is to share important information on its diagnosis, 

distribution and notification. For this purpose , Section 7 of disease-specific chapters in the 

Aquatic Manual  provides definitions of a suspect and of a confirmed case of the disease in 

question. For AHPND, a case is suspicious based on histopathology findings or detection of 

AHPND -causing V. parahaemolyticus  (VPAH PND ) or mortality associated with clinical sig ns; 

a case can be confirmed by detection of VPAHPND  and histopathology findings or mortality 

associated with clinical si gns or bioassay.  

Dr  Berth e informed the Assembly that the new draft chapter on AHPND was circulated for 

Member Country comments with  the Commissionõs March 2015 report.  

184. OIE Reference Centres  

Dr  Berthe reported that the Aquatic Animals Commission had not received any 

applications for Reference Centre status in the past year . The Commission noted that there 

are currently no OIE Reference Laboratories for necrotising hepatopancreatitis or for 

infection with  B. dendrobatidis  and invited applications from Member Countries where 

expertise exists for these crustacean and amphibian diseases . 

The OIE had not been notified of any changes of designated expert at OIE Reference 

Laboratories for diseases of aquatic animals.  

Dr  Berthe informed Delegates that annual activity reports for 2014 had been received from 

41 of the 42 Reference Laboratorie s and from the two Collaborating Centres for aquatic 

animals. The Collaborating Centres had used the new online web -based annual report 

template for the first time.  

The Aquatic Animals Commission  was pleased to note that the number of OIE Reference 

Labora tories that do not have an internationally recognised  quality management system in 

place had decreased. The Commission encourages non -accredited OIE Reference 

Laboratories to take the necessary steps to achieve this goal.  

The Delegate of Australia, speakin g on behalf of the Quads countries,  congratulated the 

Aquatic Commission on its achievements. He considered that the resources available to 

develop the Aquatic Code  and Manual  were considerably less than those available for the 

Terrestrial Code  and Manual,  and recommended that the Aquatic Commission be provided  

with the additional resources to address issues in the Aquatic Manual . He proposed that 

the OIE convene a new group with specific aquatic animal expertise and indicated that this 

could take the form of a Commission, Working Group or ad hoc Group.   

The Delegate of Indonesia, speaking on behalf of the Association of South East Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Member Countries , thanked the OIE for supporting its laboratory 

twinning projects on Koi herpes virus and shrimp diseases, and noted that this would help 

in diagnosis at the regional level.  



ð 36 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

The Delegate of Senegal , speaking  on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries  of Africa,  

commented that aquaculture is very important and the scientific resources are insuff icient 

to keep up with the development of transboundary diseases, such as white spot disease, 

which are moving north from southern Africa. He requested technical assistance from the 

OIE to ensure an adequate approach to the surveillance and eradication of such diseases.  

185. Third OIE Global Conference on Aquatic Animal Health: ôRiding the wave to the 

futureõ, Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam), 20-22 January 2015  

Dr  Berthe informed the Assembly that the Aquatic Animals Commission agreed that the 

goal of the  conference to set priorities for future work of the Commission had been achieved 

and that key issues raised should be considered in the formulation of the new Commissionõs 

Work Plan at its next meeting in September 2015.  

The Commission noted the strong in terest from participants during the surveillance session 

and the need to strengthen recommendations on surveillance in the Aquatic Code , in 

particular the need to provide guidance on more flexible approaches to surveillance.  

The Commission also noted the s trong interest from participants during the 

compartmentalisation session and the need to clarify the concept of compartmentalisation, 

a concept designed to facilitate international trade.  

The Commission also noted the need to provide updated and separate guidance for zoning 

and compartmentalisation in the Aquatic Code . This revised guidance should support 

practical application of these concepts by the private sector and Competent Authorities. 

These revised chapters would require supporting guidance in Sect ion 4 of  the  Aquatic Code  

on principles of biosecurity and disease control.  

The Commission also noted the importance of the PVS Pathway to support Member 

Countries to build capacity of their Veterinary and Aquatic Animal Health Services. 

Dr  Berthe recomme nded that Member Countries consider requesting an OIE PVS aquatic 

evaluation of their Veterinary Service or Aquatic Animal Health Service with the objective 

of improving competencies and general compliance with OIE standards for aquatic animals.  

Dr  Berthe  informed the Assembly that the Commission had discussed with FAO the issue 

of fish-borne zoonotic trematodes (FZT) that had been raised during the OIE Global 

Conference. He reported that the Commission recognised the importance of FZT , which are 

estimated  to infect over 18 million people worldwide, and many  mammal ian species. The 

Commission also noted that FZT have recently been added to the WHO list of neglected 

tropical emerging diseases. The Commission agreed to include this important subject in its 

Work Plan.  

Dr  Berthe reminded the Assembly that the conference recommendations, presentations and 

abstracts are available on the OIE website.  

186. Aquatic Animals Commission Work Plan for 201 5/2016 

Dr  Berthe informed the Assembly that the work plan of the Commission has been reviewed 

and updated and provides Member Countries with an overview of current and upcoming 

activities.  

Dr  Berthe  finished  his  presentation  by thanking  the  current  Commission  members for  their  

time  and work  during  the  past 3 years and wished  those who will  be elected onto the  new 

Commission  this  week all  the  best for  a productive  term.   
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187. The Assembly noted the report of the Aquatic Animals Commission.  

188. The President of the OIE, noting that Dr  Berthe will not st and for re -election to this 

Commission, thanked him and presented him with a token of the OIEõs appreciation for his 

leadership and service.  

THIRD PLENARY SESSION 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups (contd)  

Scientific Commission for  Animal Diseases  

189. Dr  Gideon Brückner, President of the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases (Scientific 

Commission), reviewed the activities of the Scientific Commission, including the outcomes 

of the regular Scientific Commission meetings held in September 2014 (Doc. 83 SG/12/CS3 

A) and February 2015 (Doc. 83 SG/12/CS3 B). He outlined the salient recommendations and 

observations made by the various ad hoc Groups operating under the auspices of the 

Scientific Commission, namely the ad hoc Groups for the Evaluation of Member Countries 

Status for Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD); Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE); 

African Horse Sickness (AHS), Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia (CBPP), Peste des 

Petits Ruminants (PPR) and Classical Swine Fever (CSF); the ad hoc Group on 

Antimicrobial Resistance; the ad hoc Group on Tuberculosis; the ad hoc Group on African 

Swine Fever; the ad hoc Group on Porcine Epidemic Diarrhoea (PED); the ad hoc Group 

convened to set up a global database on the use of antimi crobial agents in animals; the ad 

hoc Group on the International Movement of Horses; the ad hoc Group on MERS-CoV 

(Middle East Res piratory Syndrome ð Coronavirus ) infection in Animals; the ad hoc Group 

on Prioritisation of Diseases for which Vaccines could  reduce Antimicrobial use in Animals; 

the ad hoc Group on Listing Criteria for OIE Listed diseases and the Working Group on 

Wildlife. A total of 2 0 meetings of ad hoc Groups and one meeting of the Working Group 

were convened during the year under the auspi ces of the Scientific Commission (the 

meeting of the CBPP ad hoc Group was conducted by electronic consultation). Most of these 

meetings were also attended by a representative from the Scientific Commission. During 

the September 2014 and February 2015 meet ings of the Scientific Commission, joint 

meetings were convened between the Scientific Commission and the Terrestrial Animal 

Health Standards Commission (Code Commission) to promote harmonisation of 

approaches, facilitate work integration and sequencing an d the sharing of information 

between the two Commissions.  

190. Dr  Brückner, on behalf of the Scientific Commission, expressed his appreciation for the 

support provided by the Director General, Dr  Vallat, the Deputy Director General, Dr  Brian 

Evans and the staff at the OIE Headquarters. He noted especially the efforts of the Director 

General and Deputy Director General to ensure continual support to the Scientific 

Commission with the increase in diseases on the list for official disease status recogn ition. 

The Scientific Commission also noted with appreciation the increase in the staff component 

of the OIE Scientific and Technical Department to provide continual assistance to the 

Scientific Commission in its work. He expressed a special word of thanks  and recognition to 

the other members of the Scientific Commission and the members of the ad hoc Groups and 

the Working Group on Wildlife for their critical contributions, sharing of expertise and 

supporting role.  

191. Review of the annual work pro gramme  

During its meetings in September 2014 and February 2015, the Scientific Commission 

reviewed the planning and Terms of Reference of the scheduled meetings of the Working 

Group on Wildlife and ad hoc Groups for the 2014 ð2015 period in support of the a nnual 

work programme of the Director General, the provisions of the Fifth Strategic Plan and the 

Commissionõs priorities. The Scientific Commission incorporated issues raised by the World 

Assembly during the 82nd General Session relative to its work progra mme and priorities. 
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These included the finalisation of a Guide to Terrestrial Animal Health Surveillance;  the 

revision of several chapters in the Terrestrial Code,  namely FMD, BSE, ASF, tuberculosis, 

glanders, high health status horse subpopulation, porcin e reproductive and respiratory 

syndrome (PRRS) and the ongoing revision and updating on the chapters relevant to 

antimicrobial resistance. With the adoption of the chapter on CSF during the 81st General 

Session, the Scientific Commission had to plan for an  additional ad hoc Group to conduct 

Member Country applications for CSF status recognition. Member Country applications for 

CSF were assessed for the first time at a meeting in November 2014. In addition to the 

regular scheduled meetings of ad hoc Groups on the annual calendar, the Scientific 

Commission, with the support of the OIE Scientific and Technical Department conducted 

additional ad hoc Group meetings on emerging diseases (PED and MERS -CoV) as well as 

an ad hoc Group meeting, under the joint auspice s of the Scientific, Code and Aquatic 

Commissions, on Notification of Diseases, I nfections and Infestations, and Provision of 

Epidemiological I nformation, and Criteria for the Inclusion of Diseases, I nfections and 

Infestations on the OIE L ist.   

In discussi ons with the Deputy Director General and the Code Commissions, it was decided 

to provide as an annex to each report of the Scientific Commission, the rationale for 

changes or amendments proposed to existing chapters rather than to include it in the body 

of the text of the report. This procedure has been followed for both the September and 

February reports of the Scientific Commission to facilitate easy reference for Member 

Countries when consulting similar text in the reports of both Commissions.  

192. Foot and mouth disease (FMD)  

a)  Review of chapter 8.7. of the Terrestrial Code  

The President of the Scientific Commission reminded the Delegates that the Scientific 

Commission initiated a review of Chapter 8.5. (which later became 8.6. and 8.7.) of the  

Terrestrial Code  on FMD during its meeting in September 2011. The ad hoc Group on 

FMD commenced the review of the chapter during its meeting in January 2012. Since 

then, the draft text was reviewed several times by the ad hoc Group and the Scientific 

and the Code Commissions following receipt of Member Country comments. The text 

that is to be presented for adoption at the 83rd General Session has thus been 

reviewed an unprecedented number of times. It is the view of the Scientific 

Commission, realising tha t no chapter is cast in stone and remains subject to continual 

improvement based on advances in scientific knowledge, that the amended chapter 

would greatly contribute to a better application and understanding of OIE standards 

for FMD control.   

b) OIE/FAO initiative for a global FMD control strategy  

The Scientific  Commission was updated on the progress with the implementation of 

the FMD Global Control Strategy including the activities under the  Global Framework 

for the progressive control of Transboundary A nimal Diseases ( GF-TADs). The 

Scientific  Commission took note, with appreciation, that regional roadmap meetings 

were being organised to evaluate the progress of Member Countries on the progressive 

FMD control pathway (FMD -PCP). These meetings were also a good opportunity for 

Member Countries to exchange information, best practices and experiences. The role of 

the established Regional Advisory Groups has been well recognised and accepted by 

the participants representing their country at the regional roadmap  meetings. The 

positive impact of the regional roadmap meetings was also noted to be appreciated by 

the Member Countries, but it is recognised there is a need for further investment to 

ensure sustainability.  
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The Scientific  Commission emphasised that, in addition to following the steps of the 

FMD -PCP, Member Countries should remain sensitised to the requirements of the 

Terrestrial Code when progressing on the pathway and eventually applying for 

endorsement of their control programmes as this assessment wou ld have to be done 

against the requirements of the Terrestrial Code .  

c)  Expert missions to Member Countries  

Members of the Scientific Commission undertook an expert mission to South Africa to 

assess the application of maintenance of standards for FMD cont rol and a mission to 

India to assess the measures in place for the management of their national control 

programme for FMD, submitted to the OIE for endorsement. These expert missions by 

members of the Scientific Commission to selected Member Countries have  now been 

undertaken for several years and have proved beyond doubt their value to Member 

Countries in helping them to move towards status recognition and also to better 

understand the application of OIE standards for the control of FMD and maintenance 

of status.   

d)  OIE/FAO network of FMD Reference Laboratories  

The President of the Scientific Commission acknowledged with appreciation the 

annual report of the OIE/FAO FMD Reference Laboratory network from the Pirbright 

Institute and reported briefly on the e volution and current FMD situation worldwide. 

Concerns were raised on the continuous increased activity of multiple lineages of FMD 

viruses in East Asia, the increased activity of serotypes Asia 1 in the Middle East and 

SAT-2 in North Africa and the remain ing threat of East ðWest transboundary 

movements of FMDV from East Asia to the north of Africa and the Middle East.   

Of the samples from 29 countries examined to January 2015 by the Pirbright Institute, 

serotype O remains the most prominent, followed by ser otype A. No serotype C or SAT -

3 was detected during the year. The Scientific Commission also took note, with 

appreciation, of the important recommendations of the OIE/FAO FMD Laboratory 

Network Group emphasising the commitment of the network to obtain and analyse 

samples from under -sampled endemic pools with the help of the OIE and FAO; that 

the network partners will provide a central resource of expertise and advice regarding 

FMD control, vaccines and diagnostics and will continue to explore (and support) tools 

for real -time sharing of laboratory data generated within the Network. The Scientific  

Commission also supported the request that core OIE and FAO Network partners 

continue to support the organisation of the network and to explore opportunities to 

mak e it a more inclusive network to maximise data collected from the field.   

e) Post -vaccination monitoring (PVM) for FMD  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates that, following 

several meetings of selected experts representing both the OIE and FAO, a guideline 

for post -vaccination monitoring for FMD has now been developed and completed. The 

guideline has been structured into chapters covering: the strengthening of veterinary 

services for PVM, vaccine attributes, vaccine delivery and coverage, measuring 

antibody response to vaccination and effectiveness of vaccination programmes. The 

guideline, which was still subject to final editing, would be published as a joint 

OIE/FAO publication under the GF -TADs umbrella to assist Member Countri es to 

progress with the Global FMD Strategy.   
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f)  Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Control Strategy  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates that the 

Commission had been regularly updated on the progress made by the PPR (GF -TADs) 

working group in charge of the development of the Global Strategy for the Control and 

Eradication of PPR.  

193. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)  

The President of the Scientific Commission acknowledged with appreciation the work done 

by the ad hoc Group to adapt the surveillance system to the current BSE incidence 

considering the role of both atypical and classical BSE. However, although scientifically 

robust, this model gave more weight to the surveillance in older animals and allocated 

higher s urveillance points to those countries that focus their surveillance on aged animals. 

After testing the proposed amended criteria against the data of countries with a given risk 

status, it appeared that it would not be appropriate to some OIE Member Countri es already 

recognised as having a controlled or negligible BSE risk status. The Scientific Commission 

concluded that the proposed modification could not be considered at this stage for inclusion 

in the Terrestrial Code .  

The ad hoc Group summarised current  scientific knowledge on several key questions to 

examine whether and how atypical BSE should be considered in Chapter 11.4. of the 

Terrestrial Code on BSE. The President of the Scientific Commission referred Delegates to 

the discussion of the Scientific C ommission of atypical BSE 2 years before, available in the 

report of its November 2012 meeting , and invited Member Countries to reflect on its 

content.  

As the outcome of its discussion, the Group agreed that atypical BSE should be 

differentiated from clas sical BSE in Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code including its 

impact on BSE risk status recognition, maintenance and associated surveillance. The main 

issue of importance to Member Countries at this stage is how the sporadic cases of atypical 

BSE have an effect on the risk status categori sation of countries already having a 

favourable risk status and adhering to the strict surveillance and specified risk material 

control criteria for the maintenance of their risk status. The Scientific Commission 

endorsed the suggested changes by the ad hoc Group to the existing chapter to clearly 

indicate that the current chapter for the purpose of risk categorisation only refers to 

classical BSE and not atypical BSE. In discussions with the Director General and the Code  

Commission, it was strongly suggested that Member Countries assess the proposed changes 

for possible adoption during th is 83rd General Session.  

With regard to Article 11.4.25., the Scientific Commission agreed that the import of 

ruminants other than catt le is not considered to be a risk and i t  therefore proposed to 

replace òruminant ó by òcattleó or òbovineó in the entire chapter, except in reference to the 

ruminant -to-ruminant feed ban. The suggested change is consistent with the chapterõs 

evolution of fo cus from ruminants to cattle in preceding iterations.  

The Scientific Commission suggested that the Biological Standard s Commission consider a 

revision of the BSE chapter of the Terrestrial Manual  to include the description of the 

available tests able to d iscriminate atypical from classical BSE.  

194. Classical swine fever (CSF)  

Following the review of the chapter on African swine fever (ASF) and suggestions made by 

the ad hoc Group on ASF, the President of the Scientific Commission informed the 

Delegates of the need to review the chapter on CSF to be consistent with the terminology 
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and approach of the ASF chapter. The revision will be added to the working programme of 

the Scientific Commission fo r 2015/2016 pending a revision of the Terrestrial Manu al 

chapter in  respect to a DIVA (discrimination of infected from vaccinated animals) vaccine 

for CSF.  

195. Harmonisation of the Terrestrial Code  chapters on bluetongue and epizootic 

haemorrhagic disease (EHD)   

An ad hoc Group under the auspices of the Scientific Commission reviewed the Terrestrial 

Code chapters on bluetongue, EHD and African horse sickness (AHS) with the aim of 

harmonising the essential concepts within these three chapters related to the vector and 

vector control. A team consisting of both the OIE Scientific and Technical Department and 

the International Trade Department, further refined the process by producing a matrix to 

assist in the harmonisation process. The chapters on bluetongue and EHD have now been 

circulated for Member Cou ntry comme nts and possible adoption at this  83rd General 

Session.  

196. Antimicrobial resistance  

The President of the Scientific Commission noted with appreciation the work of the ad hoc 

Group to set up a global database on the use of antimicrobial agents in animals. The 

suggestions made by the ad hoc Group to ensure appropriate data collection and reporting 

by the OIE were fully supported by the Scientific Commission.  

The Scientific Commission reviewed the work conducted to finalise the template an d the 

guidelines on reporting to the OIE data on the use of antimicrobial agents in animals and 

to review the technical comments received on the adopted version of the OIE List of 

antimicrobial agents of veterinary importance and the technical comments rec eived from 

some Member Countries on the adopted versions of Terrestrial Code Chapter 6.7. and 

Chapter 6.10.  

The Scientific Commission took note, with appreciation, that issues related to antimicrobial 

resistance at the human ðanimal interface were consider ed a priority for the OIE in the 

framework of the Tripartite activities. The three international organisations (WHO, FAO, 

OIE) agreed, during the last Tripartite meeting, to present a resolution on antimicrobial 

resistance to their respective member countr ies. OIE Resolution No. 26 would aim to 

respect the OIE standards, to support the WHO Global Action Plan and to enhance the 

reporting on the use of antimicrobial agents by Member Countries.  

Following the adoption of the resolution to be proposed during th is 83rd General Session, a 

pilot questionnaire would be proposed to gather data on the quantities and geographical 

scope of use of the listed antimicrobial agents. It is envisaged to develop an online database 

to ease the reporting , which  would ultimately be included in the WAHIS reporting system.  

The amended Chapter 6.7. and Chapter 6.10. will be presented during the 83rd General 

Session for adoption.  

The President of the Scientific Commission also informed the Delegates that the Director 

General had convened an ad hoc Group in April to prioritise diseases for which vaccines 

could reduce antimicrobial use in animals.  

197. Guide to Terrestrial Animal Health Surveillance  

Good progress had been made with this much -needed handbook, which has now been 

published by the OIE and is available for  the benefit of its Member Countries. French and 

Spanish versions are in  preparation.  
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198. Ebola t echnical factsheet  

The President of the Scientific Commision informed the Delegates on the endorsement of a 

technical factsheet on Ebola virus disease that was prepared and reviewed by 

internationally renowned  scientific experts, including experts from OIE Reference Centres 

and the Working Group on Wildlife. The Scientific Commission recommended its 

publication o n the OIE website to support Member Countries.  

199. OIE Collaborating Centres  

The President of the Commission informed the Delegates of applications from two Member 

Countries, one for the establishment of an OIE Collaborating Centre and one for a t winning 

project with the aim of achieving OIE Collaborating Centre status, and concluded that 

further information would be needed before an informed decision could be made on either 

application.  

200. Middle East respiratory syndrome ð Coronavirus ( MERS -CoV)  

The President of the Commission informed the Delegates on the consideration and 

endorsement of the report of the ad hoc Group that was convened to review the latest 

scientific evidence relating to the epidemiology of MERS -CoV, to provide guidance  on 

surveillance in camelids and other animals and to evaluate whether MERS -CoV infection 

meets the criteria of Chapter 1.2. of the Terrestrial Code to be included as an OIE L isted 

disease.  

The Scientific Commission supported the recommendation of the ad hoc Group, which 

unanimously concluded that when measured against current scientific information and the 

requirements for disease listing, infection with MERS -CoV did not meet the criteria to be 

included in the OIE List of diseases.  

The Scientific Commiss ion also confirmed its decision, taken by electronic communication 

following the meeting of the ad hoc Group, to endorse the proposed communications 

strategy that included an update of the relevant ôQuestions and Answersõ (Q and A) on the 

OIE website.  

201. Porcine epidemic diarrhoea (PED)  

Following a presentation during the 82nd General Session on the emergence of this disease 

in pigs in Canada and the United States of America, an ad hoc Group was convened by the 

Director General to assess the disea se against the existing listing criteria of the Terrestrial 

Code.  

The Scientific Commission also considered the written opinion , provided by a Member 

Country after the meeting of the ad hoc Group , on the listing of PED and its rationale 

regarding the impa ct of the disease. After considering the scientific evidence available, the 

Scientific Commission supported the recommendation of the ad hoc Group, which concluded 

that measuring the scientific information available at the time of the meeting and the 

requi rements for disease listing, infection with PED virus did not meet the criteria of the 

Terrestrial Code  to be included in the OIE List of diseases. The Scientific Commission 

acknowledged that PED and transmissable gastroenteritis were comparable in terms o f the 

OIE criteria for listing diseases. However, considering that the OIE was in the process of 

revising the criteria for listing diseases, their listing could be considered again if and when 

the revised criteria are adopted by the Assembly.  

The Presiden t also informed the Delegates that a technical factsheet on PED had been 

endorsed by the Scientific Commission and was available on the OIE website to support 

Member Countries, following the same protocol as in the case of technical factsheets of 

other emerging disease s that were not incorporated in the OIE List of diseases.  
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202. International horse movement for equestrian sport  

Chapter 4.16. on the high health status horse subpopulation was adopted at the 82nd 

General Session. The Code Commission c onsidered the comments made by Member 

Countries during the General Session and circulated an amended chapter for Member 

Country comments after its September 2014 meeting. The Scientific Commission addressed 

the relevant comments from the document forwarded  by the Code Commission. The 

Scientific Commission reiterated that the chapter was aimed at introducing a general 

concept and that other documents were being developed in support of this chapter , such as 

the biosecurity and management guidelines, specific model health certificate, etc. 

Therefore , the Scientific Commission could not support the request to include more details 

in this chapter.  

The Scientific Commission also addressed Member Country comments received on the 

model certificate for international  movement of the high hea lt h status horse subpopulation 

after its September 2014 meeting . The Scientific Commission acknowledged that the model 

certificate was developed under the concept of high health status horse subpopulation and 

was intended to be use d and adapted to Member Country requirements if supported by an 

appropriate risk assessment. The Scientif ic Commission agreed that the certificate should 

be included in the Terrestrial Code to provide guidance to Member Countries. The Scientific 

Commission  supported the request from several Member Countries for a short explanatory 

document, summarising the rationale for the inclusion of the selected diseases and the 

health guarantees mentioned in the certificate.  

The Scientific Commission issued a reminder  that self -declaration is not accepted for AHS 

as this disease is now covered by an OIE procedure for official recognition  of disease status .  

203. Rinderpest  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates on progress with 

post-ri nderpest eradication activities over the past 12 months. The full results of the second 

OIE annual report on rinderpest virus -containing material for 2014 were presented to 

Delegates at the 83rd General  Session. The response rate for the 2014 annual report  on 

remaining stocks of rinderpes t virus -containing material was 98% (this compares with 

100% for the 2013 annual survey). As of 26 May 2015 , reports for 2014 were outstanding for 

two Member Countries. Nonetheless 100% of Member Countries have replied at l east once 

to the questionnaires since they were launched in 2013.  

Applications were received from six facilities to become approved rinderpest -holding 

facilities. As part of the approval process, the OIE organised site inspections of three 

facilities whils t the FAO organised two inspections. Reports from these missions were 

presented for review at the 7 th  FAOðOIE Rinderpest Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) 

meeting in Rome on 8 ð9 April 2015.  

Resolution No. 25 relating to the designation of facilities approved  for  holding rinderpest 

virus -containing material was presented for adoption .  

The OIE also launched a call for proposals for òSequencing and destruction of historical 

rinderpest virus isolatesó. This project aims to determine the genetic sequence of rinde rpest 

viruses before the ir destruction . The project ultimately aims to facilitate total destruction of 

potentia lly infectious rinderpest virus -containing material whilst retaining historical data. 

A call for proposals had been sent to several institutes in  different countries that were 

known to hold rinderpest virus -containing material that may also meet the eligibility 

criteria. The proposals would be reviewed by a selection committee and by the JAC.  
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204. Work of ad hoc  Groups still in progress  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates of tasks assigned to 

ad hoc Groups under the auspices of the Scientific Commission to review and amend 

current chapters in the Terrestrial Code . These assignments were still work in progress 

with the aim of presenting the amended chapters for possible adoption during the 84th 

General Session in 2016:  

ð Tuberculosis, PRRS, ASF and glanders  

Following requests from Member Countries, the Director General was also requested to 

convene new ad hoc Groups during the period 2015 ð2016 on theileriosis, lumpy skin 

disease and trypanosomosis and an ad hoc Group to develop a chapter for the Terrestrial 

Code to outline vaccine strategies and policies for disease control purposes.  

205. Working Group on  Wildlife  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the Working Group and 

took note with appreciation of the recommendations made by the Group in respect of the 

tuberculosis diagnostic test for New World camelids and also the zoonoses t ransmissible 

from non -human primates as requested by the Scientific Commission at the September 

2014 meeting. The Scientific Commission supported the opinion of the Working Group on 

the use of diclofenac in livestock and its negative impact on scavenging w ild birds.  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates on the proposed 

definition for òmetapopulationó as introduced in the Terrestrial Code chapter on ASF and 

amended it to read as follows: òA metapopulation is a group of spatially separated 

populations of the same species that interact at some level and may consist of several distinct 

subpopulations within an area of suitable habitat.ó  

The definition of metapopulation was forwarded to the Code Commission for further 

consideration w hen reviewing the ASF chapter and to consider introducing the concept 

within the Glossary of the Terrestrial Code .  

The Scientific Commission took note of the definition provided by the Working Group for 

òbushmeató and acknowledged that there were inconsis tencies in the definitions publicly 

available. The Scientific Commission discussed the proposed definition of the Working 

Group, but it was considered not to be completely accurate as not all meat from wildlife 

should be considered as bushmeat. The Scienti fic Commission could not suggest an 

appropriate definition and acknowledged that the word bushmeat  per se would continue to 

be used in its current context.  

The Scientific Commission endorsed the draft guidelines for wildlife disease surveillance 

that were prepared by the Group at the request of the Scientific Commission. The Scientific 

Commission also recognised the work in progress on the scientific paper on rabies and its 

impact on biodiversity. The Commission suggested that once finalised the  guidelines  should 

be made available on the OIE web page dedicated to the Working Group on Wildlife 

together with the publication of the workbook on the training of the OIE National Focal 

Points on Wildlife.  

At its February 2014 meeting, the Scientific Commission re quested the Working Group to 

consider the possible impacts of the establishment of Trans -Frontier Conservation Areas 

(TFCA) on country disease status. Following the recommendations of the Group, the 

Commission concluded that each case should be individuall y evaluated as the nature of 

TFCAs varies across country borders.  
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The Scientific Commission endorsed the modification made by the Working Group on 

Chapter 7.5. of the Terrestrial Code intend ed to provide recommendations for the humane 

slaughter of reptil es. The chapter was forwarded to the Code Commission for further 

deliberation.  

The Scientific Commission discussed the proposed modification to Chapter 8.7. FMD 

concerning susceptible species. The Scientific Commission disagreed with the proposal to 

consider the subfamily òBovinaeó as it would exclude small ruminants. The Scientific 

Commission decided to maintain the term òRuminantiaó when defining FMD susceptible 

species.  

The Scientific Commission was updated on the state of play of the surveillance for influenza 

in wild birds and acknowledged the publication of a scientific paper on this subject. The 

Scientific Commission emphasised the need for an internationally coordinated targeted 

cost-efficient surveillance in wild birds following recent outbreaks o f H5N8 and H5N1. The 

Scientific Commission had recommended that its concern for such a surveillance 

programme should be included in the agenda of the next OFFLU meeting in April 2015 and 

also proposed that a Member of the Scientific Commission participate in discussions on this 

topic by teleconference.  

The Scientific Commission was informed of the initiative to develop e -learning material to 

support the OIE wildlife focal point training. The Scientific Commission welcomed the 

initiative but emphasised that  it would be important to continue with the current face -to-

face training format to maintain the OIE Focal Points network.  

The Scientific Commission commended the OIE on the publication of the OIE  Bulletin on 

Bee diseases and conveyed its thanks to Dr  Fra nçois Diaz for being the driving force behind 

this special edition of the Bulletin .  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the work programme suggested by the 

Working Group on Wildlife.  

206. Evaluation of Member Country applications for o fficial recognition of disease 

status  

The evaluation of applications by Member Countries constituted a major portion of the 

activities of the Scientific Commission during this year. With the addition of PPR and CSF 

to the list of diseases eligible for off icial status recognition, a total of 56 applications had to 

be assessed while expert missions to two Member Countries were conducted to verify 

applications and to assess the measures in place for the maintenance of status.  

The President of the Scientific Commission emphasised that Member Countries that were 

granted disease status recognition must provide annual evidence of their continued 

compliance with the provisions of the Terrestrial Code for the maintenance of their status. 

He also reminded the Assemb ly that Member Countries applying for the endorsement or 

reconfirmation of their official control programmes should state their objectives for 

progressing toward eradication and identify clear indicators and time -lines to assist 

evaluating annual reports.  

The President of the Scientific Commission informed the Delegates that the Scientific 

Commission supported the FMD ad hoc Groupõs suggestion to conduct a comprehensive 

evaluation of selected Member Countriesõ annual reconfirmation. The Scientific 

Commissi on would select the countries to be evaluated based on the risk of incursion or 

circulation of the pathogens but also following a random selection. The Scientific 
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Commission decided that for future meetings, time should be allocated in the agenda of its 

February meetings, to assess the annual reconfirmations provided by Member Countries for 

the maintenance of their disease status and the progress of endorsed official control 

programmes.  

The Scientific Commission recognised that there was a need to revise all the questionnaires 

related to disease status and suggested including this revision in the terms of reference of 

the ad hoc Groups tasked with the evaluation of Member Country disease status 

applications during 2015 and early 2016.  

The Scientific Commi ssion also proposed to modify the wording in the article and in the 

questionnaire related to the endorsement of official control programmes to clearly indicate 

that Member Countries should provide information not only on the current measures 

implemented in  the country, but also to provide a detailed action plan with timelines for 

progressing towards disease eradication. This was discussed with the Code Commission 

who would consider amendment to the exisiting text.  

The Scientific Commission discussed the ne ed to allow countries to apply emergency 

vaccination in the face of a threat of imminent FMD virus incursion without affecting their 

disease status. The Scientific Commission decided to include this point in the agenda of the 

next Scientific Commission mee ting.  

The Scientific and Technical Department was commended on the development of a web -

based tool to facilitate the management of the increasing administrative actions related to 

annual confirmation of disease status and endorsed control programs.  

a) Ev aluation of Member Country status for foot and mouth disease (FMD)  

The Scientific Commission acknowledged with appreciation the work done by the ad 

hoc Group. The ad hoc Group had received and evaluated 14 dossiers. Of these, eight 

applications were for di sease status recognition; and six applications for endorsement 

of official control programmes for FMD. It was encouraging to note that applications 

for the endorsement of FMD control programmes were submitted by Member 

Countries playing a significant role in the global epidemiology of FMD.  

The Scientific Commission reviewed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group that 

met three times to evaluate Member Country applications for FMD status recognition, 

the endorsement of official control programmes and to ad dress the comments received 

from Member Countries after the last circulation of the amended Chapter 8.7. on FMD.  

Å Evaluation of a request from a Member Country for the status recognition 

of an FMD free country where vaccination is not practised  

The Scientific Commission agreed with the conclusion of the ad hoc Group and 

recommended that the Assembly recognise the Philippines as an FMD free country 

where vaccination is not practised. The Scientific Commission reminded the 

Assembly that after the recognitio n of the entire country as free without 

vaccination, any outbreak in the country would cause the whole country to lose its 

status unless the country would apply the principles of a containment zone.  

Å Evaluation of a request from a Member Country for the redesignation of its 

FMD free zone  

The Scientific Commission agreed with the conclusion of the ad hoc Group and 

recommended that the Assembly recognise the four zones (Zone 6b, Zone 4a, Zone 3c 

Maitengwe and a zone composed of Zones 3c (Dukwi), 4b, 5, 6a, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 

13) proposed by Botswana as four separate FMD free zones where vaccination is not 

practised.  
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Å Evaluation of requests from Member Countries for the status recognition of 

FMD free zones where vaccination is or is not practised  

The Scientific Commission agreed with the conclusion of the ad hoc Group and 

recommended that the Assembly recognise the zone of Kazakhstan composed of the 

provinces of Akmola, Aktobe, Atyrau, West Kazakhstan, Karaganda, Kostanay, 

Mangystau, Pavlodar and North K azakhstan as an FMD free zone where 

vaccination is not practised.  

The Scientific Commission agreed with the conclusion of the ad hoc Group on the 

application of Ecuador and recommended that the Assembly recognise the Insular 

Territory of the Galapagos as an FMD free zone where vaccination is not practised 

and continental Ecuador as an FMD free zone where vaccination is practised.  

Å Evaluation of requests from Member Countries for the endorsement of their 

official control programme for FMD  

The Scientific C ommission agreed with the conclusion of the ad hoc Group on the 

applications of Member Countries for the endorsement of their official control 

programmes for FMD. To enable an informed decision on the application of India, 

an expert mission was conducted i n this Member Country during January 2015. 

The Commission recommended that the Assembly endorse the official control 

programmes for FMD of Namibia, China ( Peopleõs Republic of), India and 

Venezuela.  

Å Evaluation of the information provided by two Member C ountries with 

regard to the endorsement of their official control programme for FMD  

Further to the request of the Scientific Commission during its September meeting, 

Algeria and Morocco provided detailed information on how their endorsed control 

programmes  were implemented and adjusted in response to the latest FMD events 

in the region.  

These recommendations were submitted for adoption by the Assembly in Draft 

Resolutions Nos. 17 and 18 . 

b)  Evaluation of Member Country status for contagious bovine 

pleuropn eumonia (CBPP)  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the ad hoc Group who 

consulted by electronic communication on the evaluation of the applications from two 

Member Countries, one for the recognition of a CBPP free status and one for the 

endorsement of an official control programme for CBPP.  

The Scientific Commission agreed with the conclusions of the ad hoc Group and 

recommended that the Assembly recognise France as a CBPP free country.  

The Commission also concurred with the con clusions of the ad hoc Group on the 

application sent by Namibia and recommended that the Assembly endorse the official 

control programme for CBPP of Namibia.  

The Scientific Commission approved the form for the annual reconfirmation of the 

endorsement of official control programmes proposed by the ad hoc Group and 

reminded the Assembly that the revision of the chapter on CBPP was included in the 

work plan.  

These recommendations were  submitted for adoption by the Assembly in Draft 

Resolution s Nos 19 and 20.  
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c)  Evaluation of Member Country status for bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

(BSE)  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the ad hoc Group on 

the evaluation of the applications from Member Countries for the recognition of BSE 

risk status of Member Countries. The Scientific Commission recommended that the 

Assembly recognise the following Member Countries as having a negligible BSE risk: 

Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Ireland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland.  

These recommendations wer e submitted to the Assembly for approval in Draft 

Resolution No. 21.  

d)  Evaluation of Member Country status for African horse sickness (AHS)  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the ad hoc Group on 

the evaluation of the applicati on from two Member Countries for the recognition of 

AHS free status.  

The Scientific Commission recommended that the Assembly recognise Morocco as a 

country free from AHS.  

The Scientific Commission discussed the ad hoc Group opinion on AHS infectivity and  

agreed that there were no new data that would justify modification of the current 

definition of the infective period of 40 days. The Scientific Commission also clarified 

that AHS virus does not cause persistent infection.  

These recommendations were submi tted to the Assembly for approval in Draft 

Resolution No. 22.  

e) Evaluation of Member Country status for peste des petits ruminants (PPR)  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endorsed the report of the ad hoc Group on 

the evaluation of the applications  from four Member Countries for the recognition of 

PPR free status. The Commission recommended that the Assembly recognise the 

following Member Countries as free from PPR: Czech Republic, Mexico, the Philippines 

and Swaziland.  

The Scientific Commission al so endorsed the ad hoc Group´s conclusion on the 

evaluation of Namibia´s application for official recognition of a PPR free zone and 

recommended that the Assembly recognise the zone of Namibia, south of the 

Veterinary Cordon Fence, as a PPR free zone.  

The Scientific Commission took note of the ad hoc Group initiative to amend Chapter 

14.7. Considering the recent adoption of the chapter, the Scientific Commission 

concluded that amendments at this time would not be opportune and that proposals for 

modificati on would be considered at a later stage.  

These recommendations were submitted to the Assembly for approval in Draft 

Resolution No. 23.  

f ) Evaluation of the Member Country status for classical swine fever (CSF)  

The Scientific Commission reviewed and endor sed the report of the ad hoc Group on 

the evaluation of the applications from 25 Member Countries for the recognition of 

CSF free status.  
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The Scientific Commission commended the ad hoc Group and the Scientific and 

Technical Department of the OIE for thei r effort in evaluating the high number of 

dossiers submitted for evaluation for the first time.  

The Scientific Commission agreed to recommend that the Assembly recognise the 

following Member Countries as countries free from CSF:  

ð Australia, Austria, Bel gium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France, Hungary, Ireland, 

Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 

Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and United 

States of America.  

The Scientific Commission also  recommended that the Assembly recognise the zone of 

Brazil composed of the States of Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina as a CSF free 

zone.  

The Scientific Commission endorsed the form for the annual reconfirmation of CSF 

status proposed by the ad hoc Group.  

These recommendations were submitted to the Assembly for approval in Draft 

Resolution No. 24.  

207. Future work programme of the Scientific Commission  

The President of the Scientific Commission presented to the Delegates the following issues 

identified by the Scientific Commission that would need to be attended to or finalised 

during the coming year:  

ð Finalisation of the update of the Terrestrial Code  chapter on tuberculosis;  

ð Finalisation of a chapter for the Terrestrial Code  on porcine r eproductive and respiratory 

syndrome (PRRS);  

ð Finalisation of the update of the Terrestrial Code  chapter on glanders;  

ð Finalisation of the revised chapter on African swine fever;  

ð Review and development of chapters for the Terrestrial Code  on theiler iosis, lumpy skin 

disease and trypanosomosis transmited by tse -tse fly and by other vectors;  

ð Development of a chapter on vaccination strategies for the Terrestrial Code.   

208. After the presentation of the report of the Scientific Commissio n, the President opened the 

floor for discussion.  

209. The Delegate of France, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU , commended 

the Scientific Commission for its essential work and in particular for the quality of revision 

of the Terr estrial Code  chapters, including the chapters on FMD, BSE  and the high health 

status horse subpopulation, and the harmonisation of some vector -borne disease chapters. 

He stated that the EU  would continue its participation and support to the ad hoc Groups. 

The EU  highlighted the tremendous work on official recognition of disease status and 

endorsement of official control programmes that had increased during recent years. The EU  

confirmed its full support to the established procedure for official recognition,  which 

includes the quality of expertise in the ad hoc Groups and elected Scientific Commission. 

The EU  concluded that it  would support the recommendations of the Scientific Commission.  

210. The Delegate of Japan thanked the OIE for recommending the  designation of the National 

Institute of Animal Health of Japan as an approved Rinderpest Holding Facility. He stated 

that, upon adoption of the relevant resolution, Japan would contribute to maintaining 

global freedom from rinderpest in close collaborati on with the other three Member 

Countries having Rinderpest Holding Facilities , and to undertaking  the tasks expected of 

the designated facilities.  
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211. The Delegate of Indonesia made a remark related to the chapter on high health status 

horse subpopulation of the Terrestrial Code . The President of the OIE clarified that the 

Terrestrial Code  chapter would be discussed during the Code Commission õs presentation . 

212. The Delegate of Djibouti, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Af rica, 

expressed his appreciation for the work of the Scientific Commission and the ad hoc Group 

on FMD regarding the Terrestrial Code  FMD chapter. He stated that Africa had formulated 

some proposals for further improvement of the chapter , which would be di scussed during 

the Code Commission session. He supported the OIEõs intention to develop a specific 

Terrestrial Code  chapter on vaccination strategies as it had become apparent that there 

were diverse interpretations of vaccination strategies, posing potent ial obstacles to trade 

negotiations.  

213. The Delegate of Kenya, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

expressed his appreciation for the Scientific Commissionõs plans to ask the Director General 

to convene ad hoc Groups to r eview standards for trypanosomo sis and theileriosis , which 

are diseases of critical importance for Africa. He mentioned that there are several 

renowned experts for these two diseases in Africa and requested that the Director General 

consider the African expe rts when convening the ad hoc Groups. 

214. The Delegate of Benin, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

thanked the Scientific Commission and Code Commission for the progress on the 

tuberculosis and PRRS chapters of the Terrestrial Code , and kindly requested them to 

expedite the process for adoption of the chapters by the Assembly.  

215. The Delegate of Iran expressed appreciation for the work done by the Scientific 

Commission. He mentioned that Iran was a leading country i n the regional eradication of 

rinderpest and that Iran had facilities for rinderpest vaccine production. He highlighted the 

fact that Iran had appropriate faciliti es for storing rinderpest virus -containing material , 

and asked the OIE to include institutes  in Iran in the Resolution for Designation of 

Facilities as Approved for Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material . The Delegate of 

Iran mentioned that an official request had been sent to the OIE Headquarters.  

The Delegate of Iran  also mentioned that th eileriosi s remains an important disease for the 

region and suggested that the Director General of the OIE should consider experts from 

this region when convening the ad hoc Group on this disease.  

216. The Delegate of Pakistan commended the President of the Scientific Commission for the 

work done, especially on subjects such as AMR  and wildlife. He appreciated the effort made 

by the Scientific Commission in evaluating Member Countries dossiers for their recognition 

of official disease status. He sugges ted that the OIE should allocate more resources to 

extend the work of the Scientific Commission on these topics.  

217. The Delegate of Argentina acknowledged the work of the Scientific Commission during the 

past year, especially on the recognition of official disease status. He supported comments 

made by the Delegate of France on behalf of the EU  Member States.  

218. The Delegate of Tanzania, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

expressed appreciation for the leading role p layed by the OIE on AMR and the high profile 

allocated to work on AMR during the OIE/WHO/ FAO tripartite meeting. He urged the OIE 

to maintain its leading role on AMR in animals and especially the intended discussion on 

reducing the use of antimicrobials th rough more effective and wider use of vaccines to 

combat diseases in animals.  
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219. Dr  Brückner, President of the Scientific Commission, expressed his appreciation for the 

kind words from the Delegates about the work of the Commission and the ad hoc Groups. 

He took note of the comment from Iran and African countries on the expert composition of 

the ad hoc Groups on theileriosis and trypanosomo sis to include  experts from the Middle 

East, w estern Asia, and Africa.  

220. The Director General confir med that the selection of experts for the different ad hoc Groups 

is based first on expertise from OIE Reference Centres, the competence of experts, and 

balanced geographical representation. He also took note of the comment from Iran and 

supported the stat ement by Dr  Brückner. He acknowledged that for diseases  present only 

in some regions , experts would be mainly from the infected regions and therefore experts  

from Middle East, Africa, and w estern Asia would be considered when convening the 

experts for the ad hoc Group on theileriosis and trypanosomo sis.  

221. The Director General said that the official application letter from Iran to be included on the 

list of facilities approved for holding  rinderpest virus had not been received by the OIE 

Headquarte rs and that once it was received it could be referred to the OIE/FAO Rinderpest 

Joint Adviosry Committee. The Director General reminded the Delegate of Iran that a 

detailed procedure for the designation of facilities holding rinderpest virus containing 

mat erial was established by adoption of Resolution No. 23 at the 82nd General Session. He 

further explained that the model for application s is available on the OIE website , and that 

the procedure included an evaluation of the application by the OIE/FAO Joint Advisory 

Committee and onsite inspection visits prior to being proposed for adoption by the 

Assembly; these points were also presented in the current  version of the Resolution 

covering the official designation of the facilities by the Assembly .  

222. The Assembly adopted the Report of the Scientific Commission.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 17  

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries  

223. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 17 for adoption. The resoluti on was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 17 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 18  

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease  

of Member Countries  

224. The President submit ted Draft Resolution No. 18 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 18 at the end of this report.  

Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution  No. 19  

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia S tatus of Member Countries  

225. The Delegate of Costa Rica made an intervention about financial support for official status 

recognition. The President of the OIE referred his point for discussion later in the week 

when the relevant Resolution (No. 16 ) could be discussed. 

226. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 19 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 19 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 20  

Endorsement of official control programmes for Contagious Bovine  

Pleuropneumonia of Member Countries  

227. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 20 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 20 at the end of this report.  
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Adoption of Draft Resolution  No. 21  

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status  

of Member Countries  

228. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 21 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The te xt appears under Resolution No. 21 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 22  

Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Member Countries  

229. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 22 for adoption. The resolution  was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 22 at the end of this report.  

Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 23  

Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Member Countries  

230. The Delegate of Australia  noted that in Resolutions Nos 17 to 24, reference was made to 

Resolutions Nos. 15 and 16 , which  were not yet adopted. The President suggested adopt ing  

Resolutions Nos 17 to 24 subject to the subsequent adoption of Resolutions Nos 15 and 16 

later in the we ek. This proposal was accepted.  

231. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 23 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 23 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution  No. 24  

Recog nition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Member Countries  

232. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 24 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 24 at the end of this report.  

Discussion  and Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 25  

Designation of Facilities as A pproved  for Holding Rinderpest Virus  

Containing Material  

233. The President reminded the Assembly that this resolution designating approved Rinderpest 

Holding Facilities was not  closed and that other facilities could be considered for approval 

in the future after making an official application to the OIE and foll owing recommendation 

of the FAO/ OIE Joint Advisory Committee and the successful completion of an inspection 

by a team of experts convened by the FAO and the OIE.  

234. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 2 5 for adoption. The resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 25 at the end of this report.  

Discussion and Adoption of Dra ft Resolution No. 26  

Combating Antimicrobial Resistance and Promoting the Prudent Use of  

Antimicrobial Agents in Animals  

235. The Delegate of New Zealand supported the resolution, but requested clarification on 

recommendat ion N o. 3 and the specific r eference to WAHIS. As WAHIS data are collected 

in accordance with a Code chapter, he specifically enquired whether data on antimicrobial 

use would be collected in accordance with a Code chapter or by means of a survey.  

236. The Delegate of U nited Kin gdom supported the resolution in principle , but noted that 

consideration N o. 8 used the word òcontinualó in reference to the PVS pathway. He 

suggested replacing this word with òsupportingó. 
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237. The Delegate of Senegal requested correction of the se cond paragraph of the considerations  

in the French versio n of the resolution, by adding òantió to the word òmicrobial ó. 

238. The Delegate of Panama suggested that once the resolution is adopted , the Pan American 

Health Organiz ation should be contacte d to determine which diseases should be first 

worked on in drafting a roadmap.  

239. The Director General, in response to the question from New Zealand,  explained that 

recommendation No.  3 mentioned that the data collection would take place  òin paralleló 

with WAHIS , which would leave open the role of WAHIS in this field . He added that the 

system to collect data on antimicrobial use was under preparation by an ad hoc Group, 

which would make a proposal that would be assessed by the Scientific Commission . The 

Member Countries would be consulted through the established OIE procedures for 

commenting on the Reports of the Commission. He further mentioned that the WHO had 

adopted a Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance as part of the 2015 WHO World 

Assembly that referred to OIE standards as a key element, including the availability  of 

data on the use of antibiotics in food -producing animals. He then  stressed that it is 

therefore the duty of the OIE to collect such data in support of the Global Action P lan.  

240. The representative from FAO fully supported the resolution, which he considered very 

important not only for Veterinary Services but also for agriculture in general. He offered 

the FAOõs support to the OIE database, and also offered to make available all relevant FAO 

data. He further suggested that in Codex Alimentarius and the FAO should be mentioned 

in several specific Articles (4, 6, and 8), and also that UNIDO 25 should be mentioned in 

Article No. 10. 

241. The Director General thanked  the FAO for its support. He pointed out  that Codex 

Alimentarius and FAO were already mentioned in Article  No. 9, and proposed to also add 

them to two other Articles of the draft Resolution . He concluded that these suggestions will 

be added to the final ve rsion of the resolution. In reference to UNIDO , he noted that Article  

No. 10 referred to counterfeit products and control activities, which were not the remit of 

UNIDO.  

242. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 26 with the proposed revisions  to the text for 

adoption. The resolution was adopted unanimously. The final text appears under 

Resolution No. 26 at the end of this report.  

Follow -up to the Recommendations of the Conferences  

243. Third Global Conference of OIE Reference Centres : òChallenges and expectations 

for the futureó  

Dr  Vallat informed the Assembly that the Third Global Conference of OIE Reference 

Centres: òChallenges and expectations for the futureó had been successfully held in Incheon 

(Seoul), Korea (Rep. of) from 14 to 16  October 2014. Over 300 participants representing the 

OIE network of 296 Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres attended this unique 

international forum, along with participants from the OIE Laboratory Twinning 

programme and from the Regional and  Sub-Regional Representations  as well as 

representatives from international organisations . The network of Reference Laboratories 

and Collaborating Centres is at the heart of the OIEõs scientific core of excellence and 

provide s the basis for the standards p ublished in the OIE Codes and Manuals . The 

Conference presented a unique opportunity to build the future, taking the network into a 

new era of scientific advice, evolving diagnostic technologies and global platforms.  

                                                      

25  UNIDO : United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
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The Conference Recommendations were di scussed and adopted by all participants at the 

end of the Conference. These Recommendations included commitments to:  

ǒ continue the twinning programme to allow additional Member Countries to host OIE 

Reference Centres;  

ǒ improve the timely sharing and com munication of newly available disease control and 

diagnostic methods and information on existing, novel and emerging diseases to the OIE 

and to the Reference Centre network;  

ǒ develop the concept of establishing a virtual OIE biobank of the biological reso urces 

available at OIE Reference Centres;  

ǒ develop the design of an OIE platform for the collection and management of partial and 

complete genomic sequences (including genotype assignment)  in animal disease 

diagnosis and notification in  response to the r apid development of new technologies for 

the diagnosis and characterisation of pathogens , including high throughput genetic 

sequencing, bioinformatics and computational genomics ( HTS-BCG). 

The abstracts and PowerPoint presentations given during the Confere nce are all available 

on the OIE Website at: http://www.oie.int/eng/refcentre2014/presentations.htm   

The final Recommendations are also available in the three official languages of the OIE at: 

http://www.oie.int/eng/refcentre2014/A_Final_Recommendations_Korea_2014.pdf  

244. Dr  Vallat presented the main conclusions from this global conference to the Assembly and 

referred Delegates to the full text available on the OIE website for future implementation.  

AWEDNESDAY 2 7  MAY 201 58 

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Working Groups (contd)  

Terrestrial Animal Health Sta ndards Commission  

245. Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety  

Dr Alejandro Thiermann noted that the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety 

(APFSWG) had held its fourteenth meeting at the OIE Headquarters on 28 to 30 October 

2014. The full report, including the work programme for 2015, was appended to the report 

of the February 2015 meeting of the Code Commission, which had been distributed to OIE 

Delegates and published on the OIE website.  

246. Dr Thiermann summarised the key po ints raised at the APFSWG meeting.  

The Working Group reviewed the draft Terrestrial Code  chapter on ôInfection with Taenia 

solium  spp.õ and noted that the recommendations only cover control measures at the farm 

level. Given the ambitious goal of world -wid e control of T. solium , it considered that a risk 

model involving the whole food chain would provide valuable insights to enable further 

development of integrated control measures at the farm level and throughout the food 

chain. The Working Group suggested  that a similar framework to that used by the OIE and 

http://www.oie.int/eng/refcentre2014/presentations.htm
http://www.oie.int/eng/refcentre2014/A_Final_Recommendations_Korea_2014.pdf
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Codex for the development of their respective standards for Trichinella  could be applied if 

Codex undertakes new work on this pathogen. The Working Group recommended that OIE 

Delegates encourage their national Codex delegations to raise the issue of prioritisation of 

work on this important public health parasite by Codex.  

The Working Group raised the issue of developing a horizontal chapter on biosecurity in 

animal production and was informed that the C ode Commission had also identified the 

need to develop such a chapter and expects this will be undertaken in the future.  

The Working Group considered that Terrestrial Code  Chapter 8.15. ôInfection with 

Trichinella  spp.õ provided clear recommendations for the establishment and maintenance of 

a negligible risk compartment and for a flexible approach for the Veterinary Services in 

carrying out these recommendations. The Working Group wished to acknowledge the high 

level of collaboration between the OIE and Co dex in the development of their respective  

standards for this pathogen. The Working Group suggested that once the draft Codex 

ôGuidelines for Control of Specific Zoonotic Parasites in Meat: Trichinella  spp.õ are adopted, 

the OIE should consider the need fo r any amendments to the OIE chapter whe re 

qppropriqte to ensure it is aligned with the Codex guidelines.  

The Working Group welcomed the OIEõs work on new chapters on Salmonella  in pigs and 

Salmonella  in cattle in parallel with Codexõs new work on Salmonel la  in beef and pork. The 

Working Group reviewed the OIE draft chapter on ôPrevention and control of Salmonella  in 

pig herdsõ and commended the ad hoc group for the level of detail included in it, noting that 

the on-farm recommendations are very complementa ry to the content of the draft 

guidelines being developed by Codex on ôControl of Nontyphoidal Salmonella  spp. in beef 

and pork meatõ.  

Shiga-like toxin producing E. coli  (STEC) has been recognised by the Working Group as an 

important area for internationa l standard development and will require a coordinated 

approach by the OIE and Codex to ensure an integrated food chain approach to the control 

of this pathogen. Dr Thiermann reported that the Code Commission had agreed that the 

OIE would undertake work on STEC once Codex starts new work on this pathogen.  

The Working Group noted that, although there has been continuous strengthening of 

communication and cooperation between OIE and Codex, there is still room for 

improvement at the national level to promote d ialogue between relevant national OIE and 

Codex delegates, and experts in the animal health, public health and trade sectors, to 

ensure better co -ordination in relevant standard -setting activities of the two organisations. 

Dr Thiermann endorsed the Working  Groupõs comment regarding the importance of OIE 

Delegates coordinating their national position with their national delegations to Codex to 

ensure, at national level, alignment of their national approach with  standards developed by 

the OIE and Codex.  

247. The Assembly noted the report of the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 27  

Animal Production Food Safety  

248. The President submitted draft Resolution No. 27 for adoption. The resolution was adopte d 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 27 at the end of this report.  
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249. Animal Welfare Working Group  

The Animal Welfare Working Group (AWWG) held its thirteenth meeting at OIE 

Headquarters on 24 -26 June 2014. The full report wa s appended to the report of the 

September 2014 meeting of the Code Commission, and the AWWG draft work programme 

for 2015 was distributed to Delegates as an annex to the report of the Code Commissionõs 

February 2015 meeting. Both documents have been publis hed on the OIE website.  

Key points discussed at the meeting included the OIE 82 nd General Session Resolutions on 

animal welfare ; animal production food safety; amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Code  

adopted; and Member Country comments  on the Draft Chapter  7.X on Animal Welfare and 

Dairy Cattle Production Systems and existing chapters. In response to Member Country 

comments on the general lack of parameters to assess the outcome -based measurables in 

OIE animal welfare standards, the AWWG agreed there is ins ufficient data to define 

globally applicable parameters for the majority of the measurables listed. In the absence of 

such parameters, the AWWG agreed to explore the development of guiding principles to 

assist Member Countries in the application of the outcome-based measurables listed in OIE 

standards.  

The AWWG discussed the divergent range of comments on Chapter 7.5, in particular on the 

method of electrical stunning of birds using a waterbath, and suggested the OIE convene an 

electronic working group of e xperts in this field to recommend appropriate revision of this 

standard.  

The AWWG noted the absence of recommendations for humane killing of horses in 

Chapter  7.6, and agreed that the ad hoc Group on the welfare of working equids is well 

placed to address this issue.  

The AWWG was  pleased to see the continuing development of OIE Regional Animal 

Welfare Strategies, particularly the development and implementation of the European 

Platform for Animal Welfare, but also noted the on -going challenges of developing  and 

implementing regional animal welfare strategies in the different OIE regions. The AWWG 

discussed and agreed a plan to develop an OIE Global Animal Welfare Strategy to link the 

regional animal welfare strategies with the 6 th  OIE Strategic Plan.  

The AW WG noted progress on the development of guidelines for disaster management and 

risk reduction for OIE Member Countries and the development of a draft standard on the 

welfare of working equids.  

The AWWG took note of OIEõs Improved Animal Welfare Programme for training of 

trainers to improve implementation of OIE animal welfare standards on transport and 

slaughter in selected Member Countries and the activities and developments in the OIE 

Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres.  

The AWWG will hold its next meet ing from 2 to 4 June 2015.  

250. The Assembly noted the report of the Working Group on Animal Welfare.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 28  

Animal Welfare  

251. The President submitted draft Resolution No. 28 for adoption. The resolution was ad opted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 28 at the end of this report.  
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252. Report of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission  

Dr  Alejandro Thiermann, President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards 

Commission (Code Commission), reported on the work of the Commission since the 

previous General Session. He stated that a full Commission meeting had been held at the 

OIE Headquarters from 9  to 18 September 2014. The Commission had met again from 

10 to 19 February  2015 to examine reports of ad hoc group meetings, as well as Member 

Country comments on the report of its September 2014 meeting, and to identify issues 

which should be presented at the General Session. The items and comments on texts that 

were not being submitted f or adoption at this General Session and that could not be dealt 

with during the February 2015 meeting would be discussed at the next meeting of the Code 

Commission in September 2015, together with any new Member Country comments on the 

report of the Februa ry 2015 meeting and comments received at this General Session.  

Dr  Thiermann expressed his appreciation to his fellow members of the Code Commission 

(Drs  E. Bonbon, J. Caetano and T. Tsutsui and Profs S. Hammami and S.C.  MacDiarmid) 

for their expertise and  dedication and commitment. With elections of the Specialist 

Commissions scheduled for this General Session he wished those seeking re -election good 

luck and those not seeking re -election all the bes t in their future endeavors. As 

Dr  Thiermann himself woul d not be seeking re -election, he thanked Dr  Derek Belton and 

all the staff of the OIE International Trade Department for assisting him in his tasks 

during his tenure as the P resident of the Commission.  

Dr  Thiermann expressed appreciation for the large numb er of comments that had been 

submitted in the past year by Member Countries and international organisations with 

whom the OIE has cooperative agreements.  The Commission continues to strongly 

encourage all OIE Member Countries to actively participate in the  standard -setting work of 

the OIE by providing comments on its proposals along with a supporting scientific rationale 

for proposed amendments.  

Dr Thiermann noted that Member Countries have continued to comment on the lack of 

consistency between chapters of  the Terrestrial Code  and the Aquatic Code . He informed 

Delegates that maintaining consistency between the Codes is an ongoing process and that 

consequential changes for consistency would continue to be proposed as required for 

amendments adopted by the Wo rld Assembly. He reassured Delegates that the OIE would 

continue its efforts to improve the Terrestrial Code . 

Dr Thiermann advised that the standards -development cycle of two years should only be 

shortened under exceptional circumstances with a full explan ation of the reason for 

urgency. He also indicated that in those cases where a text is being presented for adoption 

without having gone through the full two -year cycle, he would inform  the Assembly 

accordingly . Dr  Thiermann thanked Delegates for respecting  the OIE convention regarding 

the submission of comments, i.e. suggested modifications shown as double underline  and 

strike through  and the provision of a scientific justification for the proposal. He reminded 

Delegates that if comments were resubmitted wi thout modification or new justification the 

Code Commission would not, as a rule, repeat previous opinion s. Dr  Thiermann encouraged 

Member Countries to refer to the explanations provided in previous reports in formulating 

their comments. Dr Thiermann also reminded Delegates that the Code Commission reports 

should be examined in conjunction with the reports from the Scientific Commission, which 

provide complementary information on the scientific justification of the drafts being 

presented.  

Dr  Thiermann noted  that the OIE would continue to provide a preliminary version of 

meeting reports in English on the Delegatesõ website as soon as possible after each meeting, 

while awaiting the official versions to be finalised and translated. Since September 2010, 

the rep ort and all its annexes ha ve been posted as Microsoft Word documents on the OIE 
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Delegatesõ website to facilitate the process of providing comments. Dr Thiermann also 

recalled the OIE policy of placing Commission reports, including Working Group and ad hoc 

Group reports, as annexes to the report, on the OIE public website. This was important in 

order to inform organisations and the general public of the transparent work being done by 

the OIE on international standards and to give them the opportunity to con tribute to that 

work.  

Dr  Thiermann noted that the Delegatesõ bags contained a memory stick with the complete 

report of the September 2014 and February 2015 meetings of the Code Commission, 

including annexes with Working Group and ad hoc Group reports. The  folder distributed at 

the General Session contained only the Introductory Part and Part A (containing all texts 

for adoption) of the February 2015 report of the Code Commission.  

Dr Thiermann advised Delegates that detailed comments should be submitted by  late July 

each year for consideration by the Code Commission at its September meeting and by the 

beginning of January each year for the February meeting. He reminded Delegates that the 

Code Commission could not examine comments subm itted in the period bet ween the 

Commissionõs February meeting and the General Session. Delegates could however make 

verbal comments on the report of the February meeting during the discussion at the 

General Session. The Code Commission would address these comments at its Septemb er 

meeting.  

253. Concluding his introductory remarks, Dr  Thiermann reminded the Delegates that a 

modification to the text of the Terrestrial Code  would be detailed in a resolution submitted 

to the Assembly for adoption during the course of the week.  

Dr Thiermann once again commended the improved contribution of comments by Member 

Countries.  

254. Dr  Thiermann presented the following texts to the Assembly for adoption.  

255. Userõs Guide 

Dr Thiermann informed the Delegates that in response to  discussion at the 82nd General 

Session and Member Country comments , the Code Commission further modified text 

proposed for the Userõs guide on how the absence of OIE disease-specific recommendations 

should be interpreted.  

Dr Thiermann noted that  in respon se to Member Country comments  seeking the addition of 

references to the WTO SPS Agreement , the Code Commission consider ed that except for 

Chapter 5.3., reference to WTO is not appropriate in the OIE Terrestrial Code , which is 

independent of WTO.  

Dr Thierm ann informed the Delegates that the Code Commission agreed with a Member 

Countryõs proposal to amend the text of the introduction to include ôuse of animalsõ within 

the scope of OIE standards, as in the draft chapter on working equids.  

Dr Thiermann noted t hat , in response to Member Countriesõ comments, the term ôstricterõ 

was replaced with ômore stringentõ, and the term ôhealth risksõ with ôinfectious disease risksõ 

throughout the Userõs Guide.  
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Finally, he added that several other points were amended throu ghout the chapter in 

response to Member Country comments  to improve clarity, and correct grammar and 

punctuation.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised Userõs Guide to the Assembly. 

The Delegate of Spain, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of E urope, 

thanked the OIE for taking account of their  written comments and noted that some 

additional comments had been sent to the OIE before the General Session for examination 

at the next meeting of the Commission in September. As had been noted yesterday in 

response to the report of the Aquatic Animals Commission, the EU is grateful for the work 

on harmonisation of horizontal texts. He encouraged the OIE to continue this work. At the 

same time, the Delegate regretted that certain discrepancies between the horizontal 

chapters of the Terrestrial  and Aquatic Codes continue to exist, e.g. in the chapters on 

certification and on risk analysis for the use of antimicrobial agents. He said that this type 

of discrepancy created ambiguity that should be resolved to a void disruption to trade. He 

invited the Terrestrial and Aquatic Animals Commissions to work more closely together 

and improve their working practices to avoid such discrepancies.  

Dr Thiermann noted that the question of discrepancies had also been raised b y the 

Delegate in yesterdayõs session of the Aquatic Animals Commission and that the specific 

points raised by the Delegates had been addressed by Dr Berthe. He agreed that the two 

Commissions would continue to work closely with a view to harmonising the c ontent of the 

Codes where appropriate.  

The revised text was adopted unanimously.  

256. Glossary  

In response to Member Countriesõ comments on the proposed revised definition of stamping 

out policy , Dr Thiermann explained  that the glossary definition c an only include provisions 

common to all disease -specific chapters, and that the glossary definition should be refined 

further as necessary within disease -specific chapters. At its February 2015 meeting, the 

Code Commission revised the text of this definit ion again to improve syntax. He reiterated 

that the Code Commission will continue to work on the development of recommendations 

for disease outbreak management.  

Dr Thiermann also explained that the Code Commission had reviewed the use of the 

defined term hazard identification , and observed that the use of this term is inconsistent 

within the Terrestrial Code . Further, it concluded that the current definition of hazard 

identification  adds little to the existing definition of hazard and could therefore be de leted 

from the glossary. Moreover several definitions relating to risk analysis were modified in 

order to give them broader application, while Chapter 2.1. will remain as strictly dealing 

with imports.  

Dr Thiermann noted that , in response to Member Country  comments, the Code Commission 

had revised and simplified the proposed definition of safe commodity , and agreed that 

criteria for the recognition of safe commodities in the disease-specific chapters (as provided 

in the Aquatic Code ) should be developed for  the Terrestrial Code . This new work item has 

been added to the Code Commissionõs work programme.  

Dr Thiermann noted that , in response to a Member Country õs comment, the Code 

Commission had moved the definition of animal health management in Chapters 7.9.  and 

7.10. to the glossary, according to standard Terrestrial Code  protocol. Similarly the 

definitions of feed and feed ingredient will be moved to the glossary from Chapter 6.3. and 

draft Chapter 6.X. when draft Chapter 6.X. is adopted.  



ð 60 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

Dr Thiermann info rmed the Delegates that the Code Commission had agreed with a 

Member Countryõs proposal to revise the definition of disease to include òinfestationó, and 

aligned the definition of listed disease to align it with this revised definition.  

Dr Thiermann also n oted that in response to a Member Countryõs suggestion, the Code 

Commission developed a definition of  biosecurity  for use throughout the Terrestrial Code . 

Dr Thiermann also informed the Delegates that the Code Commission agreed with a 

Member Countryõs suggestion to delete the words òwithin the territory of an importing 

countryó from the definition of risk assessment to allow more generic use of the term risk 

assessment throughout the Terrestrial Code.   

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly . 

The Delegate of Denmark, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

thanked the OIE for considering previous comments and supported most of the revisions, 

notably on the definition of safe commodity . The Delegate stated that the expression ôin 

whole or in partõ was not acceptable in the introductory phrase of the definition of 

stamping -out policy . He considered that the text should make it clear that all three 

components ð killing, destruction of carcases and disinfection of establishmen ts ð are 

required. He therefore recommended deletion of the words ôin whole or in partõ from the 

first clause since the inclusion of those w ords could allow killing without  destruction of 

carcases and disinfection of establis hments or other incomplete vers ions of stamping out.  

In addition, the wording of the point related to killing of animals should be amended to 

remove any ambiguity, by referring only to those animals that  need to be killed in any 

stamping -out policy. It could then be left to the individu al disease specific chapters to 

specify further aspects of killing, depending on the epidemiology of the respective disease s. 

The Delegate also recommended that the text clearly state the scope of the killing. This 

would be achieved by deleting the words ôthis includes all  susceptible animals, vaccinated 

or unvaccinated, on infected establishments õ. 

The Delegate noted that further comments on the definition of safe commodity  had been 

sent to the Commission for consideration at its next meeting.  

The Delegate  of Chad, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries  of Africa , 

commented on two issues. First, in the Glossar y definition of safe commodity , he sought 

clarification on the reference to listed diseases in the legal definition of safe commodities. 

Secondly, the Delegate advised that he supported the European intervention in relation to 

the stamping -out policy. He agreed that the phrase ôin whole or in partõ should be deleted.  

Dr Thiermann thanked the Delegates for their comments. In response to the D elegate of 

Chad, Dr Thiermann commented that there is reference to listed diseases because safe 

commodities are specifically defined with respect to the listed pathogen and the conditions 

in the disease -specific chapter. In response to the comment of the D elegate of Denmark, 

supported by the Delegate of Chad, Dr Thiermann agreed that the definition of stamping -

out policy  needs further work. He agreed to remove ôin whole or in partõ in order to facilitate 

adoption of the text at this time.  

A representative of the Delegation of Argentina noted that ôpartial stamping outõ is an 

important  concept and asked that Code Commission to consider the development of a 

horizontal chapter in the Terrestrial Code , Section Four, General Recommendations on 

Disease Prevention  and Control,  on how to implement a stamping -out policy.  

The revised text, amended  as above, was adopted unanimously.  
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257. Evaluation of Veterinary Services (Chapter 3.2.)  

Dr Thiermann explained to the Delegates that the Code Commission had referre d a 

suggestion from Member Countries to reference animal welfare where appropriate 

throughout this chapter to the AWWG for further consideration. Subsequently, in response 

to Member Countriesõ comments, the Code Commission removed the words ôanimal welfareõ 

from the text in Article 3.2.14. since animal welfare is not applicable to this clause listing 

animal products and feedstuffs, and is included elsewhere in the same article. 

Dr  Thiermann noted that the Code Commission accepted Member Countriesõ proposal to 

delete the words ôanimal healthõ from the text in Article 3.2.6. and ôprimarilyõ from Article 

3.2.14. The Code Commission also amended Article 3.2.14. to provide consistent use of the 

term ôInstitutesõ.  

Dr Thiermann proposed the revised text for adopti on. 

The revised Chapter 3.2.  was adopted unanimously.  

258. Collection and processing of in vivo derived embryos from livestock and horses 

(Chapter 4.7.)  

Dr Thiermann noted that in response to Member Country comments , the Code Commission 

had deleted t he word òlistedó from the introductory text of Article 4.7.14., since not all the 

diseases and pathogenic agents referred to in  this article are OIE listed diseases. The Code 

Commission also agreed with Member Countriesõ suggestion to align the names of diseases 

in this chapter to the nomenclature used in Chapter 1.2. Where reference is made to a 

pathogenic agent that is not a listed disease the agent name remains.  

In addition, Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had harmonised the use of the 

terms embryo, oocyte and ova throughout this chapter according to the recommendation of 

an expert. The expert advised that the Terrestrial Code  should refer to embryos only , unless 

there is a particular reason not to , since there are no scientific data available  on oocyte-

pathogen interaction. Similar revision of other chapters will be made when they are next 

reviewed.  

Finally, Dr Thiermann mentioned that a Member Countryõs suggestion to include new text 

addressing animal welfare requirements for embryo collectio n had been referred to the 

AWWG for further evaluation.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised Chapter 4.7.  was adopted unanimously.  

259. Certification  

a) General obligations related to certification (Chapter 5.1.)  

Dr Thiermann reported on amendments made in response to Member Countriesõ 

comments. 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Cameroon, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries  of 

Africa , recalled previous fruitful debat es concerning clarification of the difference 

between guid elin es, recommendations and standards. He re -iterated the point that he 

had raised during the session devoted to the report of  the Aquatic Animals 

Commission. In relation to the second sentence of A rticle 5.1.2 (1) the Delegate opposed 

the proposed amendment as he considered that it would create confusion by referring 

to recommendations in the standards. He requested that the text from February 2015 

be reinstated . 
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Dr Thiermann replied that, as discus sed the previous day , the term ôrecommendationsõ 

refers to elements within a standard. He said that when  we refer to an entire 

Terrestrial Code  chapter we call it a standard, and w hen we make reference to an 

element that is less than a chapt er we call it a  recommendation.  

The Delegate of Australia sought clarification on the proposed new text, and 

specifically if the term ôstandardsõ and ôrecommendationsõ are being used in the same 

sense.  

To help resolve any confusion, Dr Thiermann proposed that the Commi ssion develop 

precise definitions  of ôstandardõ, ôguidelineõ and ôrecommendationõ for the glossary of 

the Terrestrial Code .  

The revised Chapter 5.1.  was adopted unanimously.   

b)  Certific ation procedures (Chapter 5.2.)  

Dr Thiermann reported on minor modifi cations that had been made to the chapter in 

response to Member Country comments . 

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised Chapter 5.2.  was adopted unanimously.  

260. Prevention, detection and control of Salmonella in poult ry (Chapter 6.5.)  

Dr Thiermann noted that, following Member Countriesõ comments, the Code Commission 

had added new text to Article 6.5.5. on the protection of treated feed against  

recontamination.  

Dr Thiermann also noted that the Code Commission had accept ed Member Country 

comments to change the text in Article 6.5.8. to recognise the practice of re -using 

containers.  

Dr Thiermann mentioned that in response to a Member Countryõs suggestion to replace 

antimicrobial agents  with ôantibioticsõ, the Code Commission had noted that the glossary 

defined term antimicrobial agent should be used throughout the Code. 

Finally, he added that in response to Member Country comments , the Code Commission 

amended several points throughout the chapter to improve clarity, and cor rect grammar 

and punctuation.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The revised Chapter 6.5.  was adopted unanimously.  

Prior to the discussion on adoption of further chapters , the President confirmed that the 

required quorum for adoption  of standards was met by the presence of 103 delegations in 

the room. 

261. Animal welfare  

a) Draft new chapter on animal welfare and dairy cattle production systems 

(Chapter 7.X.)  

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission noted and supported a  Member 

Countryõs request for refinement of the structure of current and future animal welfare 

chapters to ensure shorter articles that are easier for users to search and refer to. He 

added that this issue has been addressed in the new draft chapter on the  welfare of 

working equids, and will be extended to other chapters.  
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Dr Thiermann also explained that a number of requests of NGOs and Member 

Countries for additional criteria and examples of ômeasurablesõ in the indicative lists 

for each indicator had not  been accepted because the indicators do not have global 

applicability; they are expected to be used and adapted according to the different dairy 

cattle production systems. He added that the examples of parameters for each 

indicator are provided for illust rative purposes only and not intended to be an 

exhaustive list of examples for each indicator.  

Finally, Dr Thiermann mentioned that several other points were amended throughout 

the chapter in response to Member Country comments  and NGOsõ suggestions to 
imp rove clarity, and correct grammar and punctuation.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of the United States  of America  thanked the Commission for the work 

completed on this chapter. However, he considered that the inclusi on of criteria  for 

equipment design  was restrictive and inconsistent with  the OIE Guiding Principles on 

Animal W elfare . Article 7.1.2.8 . encourages the use of animal -based or outcome-based 

criteria.  

To illustrate his concerns, the Delegate noted the requir ement to provide a space for 

each cow, so that all cows can lie down at the same time. A further example concerned 

the provisions on feeding colostrum to newborn dairy calves. He asked for the scientific 

rationale for the requirement in Article 7.X.5.2 (i)  for new born calves and noted that 

there were inconsistencies in the provisions for dairy and beef cattle. He asked the 

Commission to amend the text in the draft chapter to ensure that the two chapters 

were consistent.   

The Delegate of Lesotho, speaking o n behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

commented about inconsistent use of the expression ôanimal management practicesõ 

instead of ôstockmanshipõ in this draft chapter. She also proposed that the expression 

ôanimal management practicesõ should be defined in the glossary.  

The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member 

Countries of Europe, indicated that the development of this new chapter is an 

important step forward. He supported the text but had a few comments which  he asked 

the OIE to consider in the future. On behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, the 

Delegate supported the comments of the Delegate of Lesotho.  

The Delegate suggested deleting the phrase òaffect length of productive lifeó in 

Article  7.X.4.3. and replacing òstockmanshipó by òanimal management practicesó 

throughout this chapter.  

The Delegate of Kenya, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

considered that the phrase òculling affects the length of productive lifeó in Article 

7.X.4.3 was unneccesary. He proposed modifying the text to read: òmorbidity rates may 

be direct or indirect indicators of animal welfareó.  

The Delegate of Rwanda, speaking on behalf of the 54 Member States of the African 

Union, raised an objection in relatio n to Article 7.X.5.2 (2) regarding the phrase 

òFreeze branding is thought to be less painful than branding with a hot ironó as there 

was no scientific evidence for this statement and in fact hot branding is used in many 

parts of Africa. The Delegate propos ed to rephrase the text as òfreeze and hot branding 

should be avoided where alternative identification methods existó.  
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Dr Thiermann thanked all the Delegates for their comments. In response to the 

comments from the United States of America, he affirmed t he commitment of the 

Commission to not be prescriptive and to ensure consistency between the chapters for 

species-specific production systems to the extent possible. He proposed to refer the 

issue of the period of colostrum feeding to the ad hoc Group for review. He stated that 

for dairy cattle production systems, the practice of culling does affect the productive 

life of dairy cattle and that the phrase in Article 7.X.4.3. should be maintained. He 

agreed with the proposal of the Delegate of Lesotho that co nsistency in the use of the 

expression ôanimal management practicesõ should be improved and modified in the 

relevant text at three points in the draft chapter.  

In sub -point 2(m)  (iii) of Article 7.X.5., Dr Thiermann proposed to modify the text as 

follows:  òFreeze branding and branding with a hot iron should be avoided where 

alternative identification methods exist (e.g. electronic indentification or ear -tags)ó.  

The new Chapter 7.X., amended as described, was adopted unanimously.  

b)  Animal welfare and br oiler chicken systems (Chapter 7.10.)  

Dr Thiermann reported on minor modifications that had been made to the chapter in 

response to comments of a Member Country and a NGO .  

Dr Thiermann presented the modified chapter for adoption . 

The Delegate of the Unit ed Kingdom, on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of 

Europe, commented on sub -point 2 (k) of Article 7.10.4., the choice of broiler strain. He 

stated that sub -point 2(f) of Article 7.X.5. is clearer, mainly due to the inclusion of two 

additional sentenc es and recommended that these be added, with suitable 

amendments, to Chapter 7.10. This would also improve consistency of the chapters. 

This modification will be proposed for consideration by the Commission at its next 

meeting.  

The Delegate of China (Peopl eõs Republic of) supported the Commissionõs proposed 

amendments to the chapter and noted that Chinese experts would submit comments to 

the Commission for consideration at its next meeting.  

The revised Chapter 7.10. was adopted unanimously.  

c)  Slaughter of  animals (Chapter 7.5)   

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission reviewed the recommendations 

from experts on the long -standing concerns of Member Countries regarding the current 

text on electrical stunning of poultry and revised and expanded the te xt in Article 

7.5.7. accordingly.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member 

Countries of Europe, did not support the adoption of the proposed modification of the 

chapter. He was concerned that no scientific justification had been provided, and that 

there was a substantial risk of increasing the number of animals not properly stunned. 

Also, he considered that the text was not in line with scientific data, in particular  the 

reports of the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) on this topic in 2013 and 2014. 

The Delegate recommended that the text be revised and circulated to Member 

Countries with a view to adoption in 2016.  

He also noted that written comments had been sent to the Code Commission for 

consideration.  

The Delegate of Thailand thanked the Commission and the AWWG for having 

addressed the recommendations on the electrical stunning of poultry. He supported the 

adoption of the proposed text in general, but in relatio n to Article 7.5.7.3 (b) raised 
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doubts in light of the many models of waterbath stunners including those with DC or 

AC current of different waveforms. Therefore, specific recommendations on the type of 

current and waveform at diferent frequencies should be  developed. He noted that the 

application of the parameters in the Terrestrial  Code could result in poor meat quality 

and cardiac arrest, which affects the correct conducting of religious slaughter.  

The Delegate of the United States of America congratulate d the AWWG on addressing 

the longstanding issues related to poultry slaughter methods. He agreed that many 

parameters affect the efficiency of waterbath stunning methods; this is a broader issue 

than electrical current and frequencies. The Delegate noted t hat the proposed 

modification of Article 7.5.7.3  (b) still contains reference to minimum average electrical 

current and recommended that òminimumó be deleted as the approach should be 

focused on outcomes for the animal. He considered that the values in the  tables were 

indicative because other parameters were also important.  

He also proposed modification of the 5th paragraph in Article 7.5.7.3 (b), which reads: 

òStandard procedures should be implemented to ensure that small birds do not go on 

the line among st bigger birds and that these small birds are stunned separatelyó to 

read instead òStandard procedures should be implemented to ensure that the birds 

being slaughtered are of a relatively similar sizeó. This would preserve the intent of the 

text, but woul d be more feasible to apply in practice.  

The Delegate of Australia supported the new outcome -based language in this proposeal 

and indicated that he would provide written comments and new diagrams on 

mechanical stunning to replace those in the chapter.  

The Delegate of Comoros supported the EU comments, as he considered that these 

major changes regarding the waterbath stunning method should be submitted to 

Member Countries for more detailed consideration before their adoption. He therefore 

requested that th e chapter not be submitted for adoption.  

The Delegate of Singapore supported the comments of the Delegate of Thailand. As 

such, he agreed that recommendations on the minimum current should serve as 

guidance on stunning parameters to achieve an appropriate  outcome. 

Dr Thiermann stated that this chapter  had been adopted several years ago. Its 

practical application has given rise to trade problems due to the need to meet the 

precise and prescriptive recommendations under various practical conditions. The 

experts that have been trying to address this problem had divergent opinions that 

reflect the practical or research orientation of each expert. Through a series of three 

electronic meetings, the recommended text had been proposed as a basis for more 

general an d practical guidance.  

In responding to Delegates, Dr Thiermann proposed to delete the word òminimumó and 

to delete the paragraph following the table.  

The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member 

Countries of Europe, said tha t the discussion illustrated the complexity of the issue 

and the need for more work to be done. Outcome -based measures must be practical but 

must also be science-based and effective. He could not agree to delete the word 

òminimumó becaue the use of lower currents raised the risk of an inadequate stun.  

The Delegate of the United States of America again requested that the word 

òminimumó be removed.  

The Delegate of Bulgaria recommended that the decision be deferred.  
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Dr Thiermann expressed his desire to mak e progress on this issue, noting that many 

birds are in fact killed without stunning.  

The Delegate of Jamaica asked for clarification regarding the scientific basis of the 

recommendations on the minimum electrical current. Dr Thiermann responded that 

this  is the main problem ð it is not sufficient to specify a minimum current, due to the 

many other factors that contribute to welfare outcomes.  

The President of the OIE proposed that, as there was not a majority in favour of 

adopting the amended text, she wo uld ask Dr Vallat to reconvene a modified  ad hoc 

Group for a physical meeting to reconsider this matter.  

The Director General agreed to this proposal.  

Dr Thiermann confirmed that in the absence of consensus, the current Terrestrial Code  

would remain in ef fect. During the next 12 months, he encouraged Member Countries 

to progress this matter as quickly as possible. He noted that the representatives on the 

ad hoc Group should be selected to ensure a mix of experts with scientific credentials 

as well as those  with expertise in the slaughter of poultry under practical  conditions  

on-site . He encouraged Delegates to get personally involved as 4 years have proven 

that this cannot be resolved by experts alone.  

262. Vector -borne diseases   

a)  Draft new chapter  on infection with epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus 

(Chapter 8.X.)   

Dr Thiermann reminded Delegates that in August 2013 the ad hoc group on 

harmonisation of African horse sickness, bluetongue and epizootic hemorrhagic disease 

was convened with a view to  harmonising these three vector -borne disease chapters. 

Subsequently the Code Commission had reviewed the amendments proposed by the ad 

hoc group and the Scientific Commission. Dr Thiermann noted that , in response to 

Member Country comments, the ad hoc group, Scientific Commission and the Code 

Commission agreed to reinstate the concept of seasonally free zones in this Chapter.  

Dr Thiermann explaine d that  the Code Commission had inserted a new text to indicate 

that historical freedom as described in Chapter 1.4. would not apply to infection with 

epizootic haemorrhagic disease virus ( EHDV). He also explained that the qualifier 

ôknown to be competent vectorsõ to Culicoides  had been deleted throughout the chapter 

since all species of Culicoides  should be considered competent vectors until proven 

otherwise.  

Dr Thiermann also noted that the Code Commission had added new texts  in this 

chapter to specify requirements for the importation of animals and semen and for 

surveillance to align with relevant articles in the other vector -borne disease chapters.  

Finally, Dr Thiermann reported that, following Member Country comments, the Code 

Commission had amended s everal other points throughout the chapter to improve 

clarity, correct grammar and punctuation, and align with sta ndard Terrestrial Code  

format.  

Dr Thiermann presented the new chapter for adoption.  

The Delegate of South Africa commented in relation to the recommendations on 

seasonal freedom in the draft new chapter. He noted that this concept had been deleted 

in the c hapter on AHS based on the rationale that it is not possible to confirm the 

complete absence of vector transmission. He was concerned about inconsistency in the 

approach to the three diseases.  
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Dr Thiermann responded to the Delegate of South Africa, stating  that the concept of 

seasonal freedom had previously been adopted in the AHS and bluetongue chapters. 

After this, the OIE had, at the request of Member Countries, added AHS to the list of 

diseases for which official recognition of status could be granted. The ad hoc Group 

responsible for official recognition of AHS status considered that it would not be 

possible to recognise this specific status while retaining the concept of seasonal 

freedom and therefore the relevant article was deleted from the chapter o n AHS. Dr 

Thiermann summarised that the reason for deleting the article on seasonal freedom for 

AHS was specific to that disease. In the case of bluetongue  and EHD, there was no 

reason to delete this article and the provision was maintained  in accordance w ith the 

advice of expert s.  

The new Chapter 8.X. was adopted unanimously.  

b)  Infection with bluetongue virus (Chapter 8.3.)  

Dr Thiermann acknowledged the important contribution made to the harmonisation of 

the three vector -borne disease chapters by the ad hoc group, the Scientific Commission 

and OIE Headquarters experts.  

Dr Thiermann reported that the Code Commission had revised this chapter taking 

Member Countriesõ comments into consideration and aligning with relevant articles in 

the other chapters on vector-borne diseases.  

Dr Thiermann presented the amended chapter for adoption.  

The Delegate of Spain, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

thanked the OIE for having taken into account its previous comments. However, he 

could not  support the adoption of the modified chapter as proposed. He noted that 

there were still discrepancies in the wording of some provisions and encouraged the 

Commission to continue reviewing the chapters on vector -borne diseases (including 

bluetongue virus [BTV], EHD, AHS and Rift Valley fever [RVF]) with a view to 

harmonising, as far as possible, the vocabulary used in these chapters.  

The Delegate requested that the case definition be revised to exclude infections with 

non-pathogenic serotypes, as recent sc ientific knowledge seems to indicate that certain 

serotypes do not cause clinical signs in any susceptible species and therefore such 

serotypes do not meet the OIE disease listing criteria. These serotypes should be 

excluded from the case definition in Cha pter 8.3.  

Furthermore, the inclusion of naturally transmitted vaccine strains in the definition of 

BTV infection would constitute a major change for which no rationale or scientific 

justification has been provided. There may be limited natural live vaccine  virus 

transmission causing neither clinical disease nor any other problems. This should not 

be treated the same as natural infection with wild virus strains that cause disease, as 

the consequences would be disproportionate, especially as regards country s tatus and 

ensuing trade restrictions. Furthermore, this would not be consistent with the 

provision in sub -point 3, which excludes antibodies that are a consequence of 

vaccination from the case definition.  

The Delegate recommended that òincluding naturally transmitted vaccine strainsó be 

deleted or that the word òincludingó be replaced by the word òexcludingó, to make it 

clear that vaccine strains are excluded from the case definition.  
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The Delegate of Tunisia, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countr ies of Africa, 

supported the intervention of the Delegate of Spain. He also noted that the provision in 

question only applied to bluetongue and not to other vector -borne diseases and that 

this was not consistent. He supported the text amendment proposed by  the Delegate of 

Spain.  

Dr Thiermann responded to the comments of the Delegates by explaining that the 

issue of vaccine strains had been raised by the ad hoc Group, the report of which had 

been attached to the last report of the Scientific Commission. He proposed to delete 

òincluding naturally transmitted vaccine strainsó from Article 8.3.1 (1) pending further 

consideration of the scientific basis for recommendations that may be appropriate in 

this area.  

The revised Chapter 8.3., amended as described abov e, was adopted unanimously.  

263. Draft new chapter on infection with Taenia solium  (Chapter 15.X.)  

Dr Thiermann reported that the Code Commission had addressed Member Country 

comments on this new chapter at its February 2015 meeting.  

Dr Thiermann n oted that the Code Commission had inserted new text in Article 15.X.5. in 

response to Member Country comments to allow for recognition of countries, zones or 

compartments that are demonstrably free from T. solium  in the recommendations on the 

importation o f meat and meat products of pigs.  

Dr Thiermann also noted that the Code Commission had corrected the temperature for heat 

inactivation in Article 15.X.6. to 80°C based on the WHO/FAO/OIE Guidelines for the 

surveillance, prevention and control of taeniosis /cysticercosis. 

Dr Thiermann presented the new chapter for adoption.  

The Delegate of the United States of America thanked the Commission for drafting this 

new chapter and supported its adoption. However, he recommended reconsideration of two 

points, namely  the proposal to establish a cut -off point of 20 cysticerci in Article 15.X.3 (2) 

and the proposed change to the inactivation parameters in Article 15.X.6. He stated that 

the United States of America would submit additional comments for consideration by th e 

Commission at its next meeting.  

The Delegate of Australia asked why this chapter is described as an infection rather than 

an infestation.  

The Delelegate of Uruguay considered that the chapter should refer to infestation rather 

than infection.  

The Delegate of Jamaica supported the intervention of the Delegate of Uruguay and 

considered that the definition of infestation in the Terrestrial Code  glossary should be 

reviewed.   

The Delegate of Congo (Rep. of the), speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countr ies of 

Africa, recommended the deletion of the word òsufficientó before òevidenceó and 

recommended the addition of new text in Article 15.X.3.2 (iv).  

The Delegate of the Netherlands, on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, supported 

the adoption of th e new chapter and agreed with the recommendations of the Delegate of 

Congo (Rep. of the) with respect to Article 15.X.3.2 (iv).  
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In response to the comments of the Delegate of the Congo (Rep. of) and the Delegate of the 

Netherlands, Dr Thiermann proposed to delete òsufficientó before òevidenceó. In response to 

the Delegate of the United States of America, Dr Thiermann indicated that the 

modification of the processing parameters proposed in Article 15.X.6. was based on the 

WHO/FAO/OIE Guidelines for the sur veillance, prevention and control of 

taeniosis/cysticercosis. In relation to the cut -off point for the numbers of cysticerci, 

Dr  Thiermann advised that this point could be reviewed in the light of Member Countriesõ 

experience once the draft chapter had bee n adopted.  

The Delegate of Jamaica indicated that external lesions such as bacterial dermatoses or 

mycoses could not be qualified as infestation on the pretext that they were external. The 

concept of microscopic pathogen could be applied in this case.  

The Director General drew attention to the definition of infestation in the Terrestrial Code  

glossary and recommended that this be acknowledged unless any changes in  the definition 

are proposed.  

The new Chapter 15.X., amended as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

264. Foot and mouth disease   

a)  Infection with foot and mouth disease virus (Chapter 8.7.)  

Dr Thiermann explained  that a significant number of Member Country comments had 

been received since beginning the revision of this chapter in 2 011, and that comments 

received after the circulation of the last version had been addressed by the Code 

Commission in collaboration with the Scientific Commission and the ad hoc group on 

FMD . The Code Commission commended Member Countries for their constr uctive 

comments, and acknowledged the excellent preparatory work on texts done by experts 

and OIE staff.  

Dr Thiermann informed the Delegates that, in response to Member Countriesõ proposal 

to significantly modify the concept of containment zone by the add ition of a protection 

zone while allowing outbreaks to continue to occur in the containment zone, the Code 

Commission considered that such a significant change should be dealt with in Chapter 

4.3. before it is considered in the disease -specific chapters. H e added that the 

introduction of such a fundamental change at this late stage in the process of revision 

could also significantly delay the adoption of the revised chapter.  

Dr Thiermann noted that a Member Country had requested additional definitions of 

òemergency vaccinationó and òsystematic vaccinationó. However, the Commission 

considered that  this request would be addressed in the future as part of a broader 

study on vaccination, which could lead to the development of a specific chapter on 

vaccination. Dr Thiermann indicated that, given the concern expressed by Member 

Countries that have recently experienced outbreaks, the Code Commission had 

withdrawn the proposal to amend the article on ôrecovery of free status after 

emergency vaccination without subse quent slaughter of vaccinated animalsõ, by 

reducing the six -month waiting period to 3 months. The Code Commission had 

recommended that this proposal be further examined by experts. Dr Thiermann noted 

that the Code Commission agreed with the Scientific Comm issionõs proposal to add 

text requiring the application of recovery of the FMD free status of a containment zone 

within 12 months of its approval and to indicate that if Member Countries do not apply 

for recovery of status within 24 months of suspension, t he provisions of Articles 8.7.2., 

8.7.3. or 8.7.4. will apply.  
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Dr Thiermann also noted that  the Code Commission had not accepted Member 

Countriesõ suggestion to include the possibility of FMD vaccination in compartments in 

Article 8.7.4 since FMD vaccina tion within a compartment should not be considered a 

biosecurity measure.  

Finally, Dr Thiermann reported that, following Member Country comments, the Code 

Commission had removed unnecessary words and reworded multiple points through 

multiple articles to i mprove syntax, clarity, and consistency of presentation with 

established Terrestrial Code  text, structure and format, and correct punctuation.  

Dr Thiermann presented the new chapter for adoption.  

The Delegate of China (Peopleõs Republic of) thanked the Commission for the work it 

has completed on this chapter, notably the proposal to do furtherwork on a horizontal 

chapter on vaccination. He indicated that Chinese experts were available to participate 

in this new ad hoc Group.  

The Delegate of Zimbabwe, speak ing on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of 

Africa, stated that this is a very important chapter for Africa. She congratulated the 

Commissions and the ad hoc Group on their work but noted that after adoption there 

would be a need to allow time for prac tical implementation. With time, the following 

issues should be considered. First, consideration of the establishment of compartments 

with vaccination. Many countries will have difficulty in establishing country or zone 

freedom. Compartmentalisation provid es for the possibility of trade.  

Comments from the African Region on Articles 8.7.12. and 8.7.22. have been taken on 

board, for the establishment of quarantine stations. However, there should be more 

detail on the needs for surveillance within the 10  km zone around a quarantine 

station, to ensure there is no circulating virus.  

The Delegate of Hungary, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of 

Europe, thanked the OIE and supported the adoption of the revised chapter. It was 

indicated that there wa s an inconsistency between paragraph  1 (c) of Article 8.7.7. on 

recovery of free status with the corresponding box in figure 1 . Furthermore, speaking 

on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, Hungary supported the 

recommendations from the African Region  for future revision of the chapter.  

The Delegate of Canada, speaking on behalf of the Quads countries, acknowledged the 

excellent achievements of the ad hoc Groups and the Commissions involved in this 

work. However, she noted two critical gaps that shoul d be addressed. First, she 

recommended that the ad hoc Group consider the Quadsõ proposal to allow for the 

establishment of a containment zone, in circumstances where the outbreak can be 

limited to a defined zone or area. She further encouraged the Commiss ion to consider 

the merits of the vaccination -to-live approach with a period of 3 months to regain FMD 

status for countries that practise a vaccination -to-live policy. She indicated that the 

Quads countries would provide scientific input to help to address  these issues that 

would dramatically reduce potential animal welfare issues and unnecessary slaughter 

practices followed to reopen markets.  

A representative of the Delegation of of Japan appreciated the efforts of all experts 

involved in this important c hapter and supported the adoption of the amended chapter 

present. He  drew the attention of the Commission to some necessary editorial 

improvements  and indicated that he would provide his proposal for consideration by 

the Commission . 
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A representative of th e Delegation of Brazil acknowledged the extensive revision that 

had been undertaken and agreed with the Delegate of Canada that work on this 

important chapter should continue with particular reference to Article 8.7.7.3. on the 

recovery of status in a free  country or zone where vaccination is practised. He doubted 

that the status could be recovered without the use of emergency vaccination. It was 

further pointed out that it would be preferable to refer to transmission rather than 

circulation in the Spanish version of the text.  

Dr Thiermann thanked all Delegates for their active participation in the revision of the 

chapter and provided some points of clarification. He stated that there is a recognised 

need to work on other biosecurity measures in addition to the 10 km referred to by the 

Delegate of Zimbabwe. On compartments, Dr Thiermann encouraged Delegates to 

obtain the latest copy of the OIE Bulletin  in order to review the article on 

compartmentalisation 26.  

In response to the comment from the Delegate of Ca nada, Dr Thiermann stated that 

the Quads countries should provide a written proposal as the containment zone is 

already provided for in the chapter but does not allow for the continued detection of 

cases. 

On vaccination -to-live, Dr Thiermann stated that th ere was a need for further 

guidance from the Scientific Commission. Rather than setting targets (3, 4 or 6 months 

for status recovery) he foresaw a need to provide guidance on the measures that should 

be implemented.  

With respect to the comments from Braz il, he said that the rapid regaining of free 

status is an important aspect and must be kept in the chapter.  

In response to the Delegate of Hungary, Dr Thiermann noted that for consistency with 

Article 8.7.7.1 (c) it would be necessary to delete the refere nce to 3 months and the 

word òoró in Figure 1 in the box referring to Article 8.7.7.1 (c).  

The revised Chapter 8.7, amended as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

b)  Procedures for self -declaration and for official recognition by the OIE 

(Chapter 1. 6.) 

Dr Thiermann reported that, based on the comments of Member Countries and the 

Scientific Commission, the Code Commission had made several amendments 

throughout Articles 1.6.6. and 1.6.11. to improve clarity, grammar and consistency of 

presentation with  established Terrestrial Code  text, structure and format.  

Dr Thiermann presented the modified portion of Chapter 1.6., for adoption.  

The revised Chapter 1.6. was adopted unanimously.  

265. Infection with Rift Valley fever virus (Chapter 8.13.)  

Dr Thi ermann reported on minor modifications that had been made to the chapter in 

response to Member Country comments.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

                                                      

26  Bulletin , No. 2015-1, pp. 99-102 
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The Delegate of Latvia, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

generally supported adoption of the revised chapter and noted that some additional 

comments had been sent to the Commission for consideration at its next meeting.  

The revised Chapter 8.13. was adopted unanimously.  

266. Infection with Brucella abortus , B.  melitensis  and B. suis  (Chapter 8.4.)  

Dr Thiermann reported that since the adoption of the revised chapter at the General 

Session in May 2014, the Code Commission had continued to consider comments from 

Member Countries.  

Dr Thiermann explained to Dele gates that, in response to a Member Countryõs concern on 

the implications of the single chapter covering the recognition of country health status in 

relation to three species, the articles in this chapter identify the requirements for freedom 

with respect to host population, rather than as previously to Brucella  species. 

Dr Thiermann noted that in response to a Member Countryõs comment the Code 

Commission clarified that historical freedom can be claimed in an animal species when 

there is no history of infec tion of that animal species with any of the three listed species of 

Brucella . 

Finally, Dr Thiermann mentioned that the Code Commission had amended several points 

throughout the chapter to align with standard Terrestrial Code  format.  

Dr Thiermann presented the amended chapter for adoption.  

The Delegate of Australia commented regarding the development of a single chapter 

covering all Brucella  spp. He noted that each Brucella  sp. affects different hosts. Australia 

still has concerns that the approach may cause  problems in terms of control and 

management programmes and the declaration of disease freedom. To address this, the 

Delegate recommended that either the OIE revert to multiple chapters or that there be 

reference to the Brucella  spp. of epidemiological imp ortance on a species basis. Australia 

will submit comments for consideration by the Commission at its September meeting.  

Dr Thiermann recounted the history behind the approach and the decisions taken at 

previous General Sessions. It was further noted that  B. abortus , B. suis  and B. melitensis  

represented the most important species. Diagnostic testing does not differentiate between 

these species and all are zoonotic pathogens. He said that he was in favour of mentioning 

the species in some Articles.  

The rev ised Chapter 8.4. was adopted unanimously.  

267. Infection with avian influenza viruses (Chapter 10.4.)  

Dr Thiermann  reported that, based on Member Country comments, the Code Commission 

had made a minor modification to Article 10.4.29. to align with t he similar text in Article 

10.9.24. Infection with Newcastle disease virus.  

Dr Thiermann presented the amended chapter for adoption.  

The revised Chapter 8.10. was adopted unanimously.  
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268. High health status horse subpopulation (Chapter 4.16.)  

Dr Th iermann reminded Delegates that this chapter was developed as an introductory 

document setting out general principles, that is without details, to be adopted by the 

Assembly, similar to the approach adopted for animal welfare. He added that the Code 

Commission noted that several Member Countries have concerns over this new concept, 

due to the absence of detailed text on the biosecurity plan and the OIE guidelines, which 

are both currently under development. The biosecurity plan is being developed by the 

pri vate sector partners (FEI and IFHA). He reiterated that whilst it is possible that some of 

the details could be incorporated in the Terrestrial Code  in the future, for the moment the 

Code chapter is intended to address the key principles and concepts only.   

Dr Thiermann also drew to the attention of Delegates the model Veterinary Certificate 

included as Annex XXIX of the February 2015 Code Commission report, which was also 

part of the September 2014 report of the Scientific Commission. Member Countries are 

strongly encouraged to review the model certificate together with an explanatory document 

which describes the underlying principles and mechanisms that led to the wording of the 

model certificate attached as Annex XXXIII in the same report, and to provide comments. 

Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had not accepted a Member Countryõs 

suggestion to include region in the opening paragraph of Article 4.16.1. because High 

health High Perfomance (HHP) horses are imported from and into countries rather than 

regions. However, in response to Member Country comments the Code Commission 

amended the chapter to consistently refer to the horseõs ôcountry of usual residenceõ rather 

than ôcountry of originõ. 

Finally, Dr Thiermann mentioned that the Code Commissio n noted that the limitation of 

certification to periods ôof not more than 90 daysõ is proposed by both Commissions because 

the movement of horses for this specific purpose has to be of short duration.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly . 

A representative of the Delegation  of Japan reminded the Commission of the comments 

that he had submitted to the February 2015 meeting, particularly seeking clarification on 

the status of the OIE Biosecurity Guidelines. He urged the OIE to circulate thes e 

guidelines to Member Countries for comment at the earliest opportunity. He indicated that 

Japan would submit technical comments when the detailed implementation documents 

become available. 

The Delegate of Ireland, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

thanked the Commission for its work on this chapter and made a recommendation for a 

modification to the text. Specifically he noted the deletion of the word òregionó, in sub-point 

3 (d) in Article 4.16.2. and recommended that the Commi ssion make the same deletion in 

point 1 of Article 4.16.2.  

Dr Thiermann agreed to the proposal of the Delegate of Japan and indicated that the 

Guidelines and the Biosecurity Plan would be circulated as soon as possible. He also agreed 

that the Commission would look into the point raised by the Delegate of Ireland.  

The revised Chapter 4.16. was adopted unanimously.  

269. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (Chapter 11.4.)  

Dr Thiermann acknowledged at the outset that Member Countries had not had the 

opportunity to comment on the proposed text revisions in line with the preferred standard -

setting procedures. It was reported that the C ode Commission had reviewed the 
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amendments to this chapter on the incorporation of reference to ôatypical BSEõ that had 

been proposed by the ad hoc group on bovine spongiform encephalopathy and subsequently 

endorsed by the Scientific Commission at its meeting in February.  

Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had determined that, in the absence of 

discussions with Membe r Countries, only those changes proposed in relation to disease 

categorisation should be addressed urgently. Therefore, the Code Commission is only 

presenting amendments which would prevent a countryõs categorisation status being 

adversely affected by the reporting of an ôatypicalõ BSE case. He also noted that the 

exposure assessment detailed in Article 11.4.2. should be conducted regardless of the 

outcome of the entry assessment because of the possibility of recycling ôatypicalõ BSE. 

Dr Thiermann indicated  that,  as stated in the February 2015 report, other amendments 

proposed by the ad hoc group would be considered by the Code Commission at its 

September 2015 meeting.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of New Zealand, spea king on behalf of the Quads countries, expressed concern 

at the proposal of amendments without providing the opportunity for consideration and 

comment by Member Countries. He recognised the need to distinguish between classical 

and atypical BSE and appreci ated that the work completed had enabled this distinction. He 

noted that Article 11.4.2. requires that an exposure assessment be conducted only if the 

entry assessment was not negative. However, the proposed amendment would oblige all 

countries to do an ex posure assessment. He added that there is no case definition of 

atypical or classical BSE in either the Terrestrial  Code or the Terrestrial  Manual . He 

concluded that the occurrence of atypical BSE has been recognised for several years and 

there is no justi fication to not follow the normal procedures.  

The Delegate of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, saw 

a need to recognise that the current chapter only applies to classical BSE and supported the 

adoption of the amended te xt.  

The Delegate of Australia reiterated the concerns raised by New Zealand on behalf of the 

Quads countries. He considered that Member Countries should be given the opportunity to 

comment on the proposed amendment to the chapter, particularly as there we re some areas 

of uncertainty, such as the implications of finding atypical BSE in a country of negligible 

risk status. Until definitive case definitions and other clarifications had been developed, the 

Delegate considered that the amendments should not be adopted.  

The Delegate of Spain, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

supported the comments of the Delegate of Algeria and considered that the revision should 

be finalised as soon as possible. Occurrence of atypical BSE should not affect the status of 

Member Countries. He strongly supported the adoption of the changes as an urgent matter 

and noted that the Commission would examine other issues at its next meeting. The 

Delegate stated that some specific comments had been sent to the Commission, including 

on the subject of the feed ban and a restrictive list of commodities that should not be 

traded. Finally, he recommended that the Terrestrial Manual  chapter on BSE also be 

updated.  

The Delegate of Chile recognised the need to differen tiate between atypical and classical 

BSE. However, as many issues remain to be resolved, including surveillance methods and 

risk m aterials , he considered that adoption should be postponed.  
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The Delegate of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the 28 M ember States of the 

EU, reinforced the comments made by the Delegate of Spain. He considered that this was 

in fact an urgent matter with respect to the BSE status of OIE Member Countries, but also 

recognised the need to continue working on the chapter, esp ecially in relation to the feed 

ban and specified risk materials.  

A representative of the Argentine Delegation recommended that the chapter could be 

adopted once it contains a case definition of classical and atypical BSE, and undertook to 

submit draft de finitions to the Code Commission or the Scientific Commission, as 

appropriate. He also recommended that the Terrestrial  Manual  be updated with regard to 

diagnosis and surveillance of atypical BSE. Argentina considered that the Member 

Countries needed more time to consider this matter. Finally, the representative expressed 

his Delegationõs thanks to Dr Thiermann for his management of the Code Commission, 

which had successfully dealt with growing and complex needs and for his openmindedness 

and continual supp ort for the objectives of the OIE.  

The Delegate of Uruguay endorsed the comments of Argentina with respect to the 

achievements of Dr Thiermann. Concerning the chapter, he agreed with the Quads 

countries, Chile and Argentina. Recognising the importance of the subject, he did not see a 

need for a fast track approach to the revision of the chapter. He recognised several 

outstanding matters, such as the necessary case definitions, that needed to be addressed 

before modifying the chapter. He proposed that adopt ion be postponed until next year.  

The Delegate of Canada commented on the need for a clear process. She said that the 

chapter had not been received in sufficient time to consult stakeholders and this is an 

important chapter for trade purposes. She therefor e recommended that adoption be 

considered next year, so as to harmonise the Terrestrial  Manual  and the Terrestrial  Code 

chapters.  

The Delegate of Iran recommended that until there is a case definition for classical and 

atypical BSE, they are the same and t here is no need for amendments to be passed today.  

The Delegate of Venezuela supported other Delegates regarding the need to establish the 

differences between classical and atypical BSE and agreed that adoption of the revised 

chapter should be postponed.  

The Delegate of Colombia proposed to postpone the process of adoption and expressed 

thanks to Dr Thiermann for his great work.  

A representative of the Delegation of Japan supported the comments of the Delegate of 

Canada and indicated that Japan might provid e comments on this chapter including the 

amendments proposed for adoption this time after consultation with his domestic 

stakeholders , since he had not been given opportunity to do so .  

Dr Thiermann noted the general agreement on the need for more work on atypical BSE, 

including the case definition, surveillance, as well as differential diagnostic methods in the 

Terrestrial  Manual.   

In response to Dr Thiermannõs comments, the Delegate of the United States of America 

noted that, as there is no evidence that atypical BSE is having a negative effect on trade, 

the established procedure should be followed.  

The Delegate of the United Kingdom indicated that the key issue was to know whether the 

negligible risk status of a Member Country would be affected by finding s of atypical BSE 

and sought advice as to the policy of the Scientific Commission on new applications for 

status.  
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The President of the OIE commented that in her experience atypical BSE could have trade 

implications.  

The Delegate of Australia urged the OI E to update the Terrestrial Manual  in parallel with 

the revision of the Terrestrial  Code.  

The Delegate of the United States of America asked the President of the Scientific 

Commission to clarify the impact of a diagnosis of a case of atypical BSE pending the 

adoption of amendments to the chapter.  

Dr Brückner noted that the OIE is obliged to respect the provisions in the current chapter, 

which does not differentiate between atypical and classical BSE. The finding of atypical 

BSE reflects effective surveill ance systems. In his estimation this is a critical and urgent 

matter.  

The Delegate of Iran reiterated his position that atypical and classical BSE should be 

treated the same.  

The Delegate of New Zealand supported the suggestion of the Delegate of the Uni ted States 

of America. He further proposed that perhaps a compromise could be found in adjustment 

to the proposed resolution to be presented during the session on the adoption of the list of 

Member Countries with recognised BSE status.  

The Delegate of Uru guay supported this proposal, noting that there was a need for clear 

definitions and a scientifically robust chapter, which should be adopted next year. The 

Delegate asked for clarification regarding the number of Delegates needed to pass a vote on 

a revis ed text.  

The Director General clarified that a total of 91 Member Countries present is needed to 

establish a quorum and that a two -thirds majority  of votes is required for adoption of a 

proposal.  

The President of the OIE announced that there were 101 Dele gates in the room but given 

the sharp regional divergence that was evident, it was not in the best interest to proceed 

with a vote.  

Dr Thiermann indicated that as a science -based standard -setting organisation, Delegates 

should take into account the importa nce of the integrity and credibility of the Organisation 

and the processes that should be respected. Impact on trade was not the issue as the 

Terrestrial Code  clearly provides recommendations for safe trade whether from a BSE 

Negligible Risk country or a B SE Controlled Risk country. Consequently, trade impacts are 

the result of Member Countries not implementing or respecting the texts adopted.  

He further clarified that the issue under consideration related only to official disease status 

recognition. There fore, noting that some countries have been penalised and some others 

could be penalised if the current chapter were maintained without amendment and noting 

that all Delegates are seeking to reach agreement on this matter, Dr Thiermann proposed 

that the sol e amendment would be to modify the last sentence of the first paragraph of 

Article 11.4.1. by adding a new sentence òBSE excludes atypical BSE, a condition believed 

to occur spontaneously in all cattle populations at  a very  low rateó. 

The Delegates of the United States of America, Uruguay and Spain and a representative of 

the Brazilian Delegation expressed support for Dr Thiermannõs proposal. A representative 

of the Argentine Delegation asked Dr Thiermann if this modification would apply 

throughout the chap ter. In explanation, Dr Thiermann advised that the existing chapter 

would only be modified in this one respect.  
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The Delegate of South Africa supported the proposed modification provided that all other 

following articles would be modified accordingly. It w as further clarified that the 

alternative wording was to the existing Terrestrial Code  chapter and not the revised 

version that had been presented.  

Dr Vallat then suggested that Dr Thiermann formulate  an alternative amendment to the 

chapter as follows: òFor the purpose of official BSE risk status recognition, BSE excludes 

ôatypical BSEõ as a condition believed to occur spontaneously in all cattle populations at a 

very low rateó.  

The Delegate of Uruguay supported the latter of the two options.  

The Delegate  of China (Peopleõs Republic of) expressed concern about the proposed 

amendment.  

The Director General further explained the options that had  been proposed.  

Dr Brückner supported the proposed amendment and offered to provide Member Countries 

(for a second time) with a summary of the report of the ad hoc Group recommendations in 

relation to classical and atypical BSE as part of the next meeting of the Scientific 

Commission.  

The Delegate of Iran commented that this is opening the way to categorising disease s in a 

new way.  

The Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep. of the) encouraged Delegates to accept Dr Thiermannõs 

second proposal.  

The Delegate of Indonesia proposed to postpone adoption of any amendments.  

The Delegate of Australia accepted the second option as it wo uld provide a basis for 

reporting cases while avoiding unintended consequences on the BSE status of a country.  

The Delegate of Colombia supported the Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep. of the)  

The Delegates of Malaysia and of Pakistan commented that it would be difficult to continue 

importing cattle from countries in the negligible risk category that have had cases of 

atypical BSE if the chapter were not modified. Dr Thiermann responded that it is the 

prerogative of each importing country to decide its import pol icies and that these should be 

based on science and an import risk analysis.  

A representative of the Argentine Delegation and the Delegate of Canada supported the 

second option proposed by Dr Thiermann providing that work on the Terrestrial  Code and 

Terrestrial  Manual  would be considered as a priority and for adoption in 2016.  

For the purpose of voting, the President of the OIE asked Dr Thiermann to read the 

proposed amendment to the chapter (i.e. the second option).  

The final amendment of the text propos ed by Dr Thiermann was adopted unanimously.  

270. Antimicrobial resistance   

a)  Harmonisation of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance and 

monitoring programmes (Chapter 6.7.)  

Dr Thiermann explained that the Code Commission had reviewed draf t amendments 

proposed by the ad hoc group on antimicrobial resistance and made further 

amendments to the chapter to align it with standard Terrestrial Code  format.  
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Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of Italy, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries of Europe, 

generally supported the adoption of the revised text but did not agree to the proposed 

modification of Article 6.7.3.9. (c), changing the minimum inhibitory concentration 

from milligrams to microgrammes. Dr Thiermann proposed to modify the text to read 

milligrams per litre (micrograms per mil li li tre).  

The revised Ch apter 6.7. was adopted unanimously.  

b)  Risk analysis for antimicrobial resistance arising from the use of 

antimicrobials in animals (Chapter 6.1 0.) 

Dr Thiermann reminded Delegates that this chapter had been extensively reviewed by 

the ad hoc group on antimicrobial resistance and further revised several times by the 

Code Commission taking account of comments from Member Countries.  

Dr Thiermann note d that, following Member Country comments, the ad hoc group, the 

Scientific Commission and the Code Commission agreed to amend the language of the 

opening paragraph of Article 6.10.1. to harmonise it with the adopted text of Codex 

Alimentarius Guidelines G L 77.  

Dr Thiermann presented the revised text to the Assembly.  

The Delegate of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries 

of Europe, commended the OIE for its efforts to incorporate language from existing 

standards adopted by the Co dex Alimentarius Commission. However she 

recommended the following amendment:  in the first paragraph of Article 6.10.1.: 

òproblems relating to antimicrobial resistance are inherently related to antimicrobial 

agent use in any environment, including human, a nimal and other usagesó. She noted 

that this wording seemed to be more balanced. Speaking on behalf of the 28 Member 

States of the EU and with reference to the discussion on the Aquatic Animals 

Commission the previous day, the Delegate urged both Commissio ns to continue 

working to improve the consistency of the Aquatic  and Terrestrial Codes .  

The revised Chapter 6.10., amended as described above, was adopted unanimously.  

271. Update of the Code Commission work programme  

Dr Thiermann highlighted the fu ture work programme of the Code Commission and invited 

Member Countries to provide comments.  

Dr Thiermann noted that additional new or revised texts addressing the work on several 

other chapters had been provided for Member Countriesõ comment in Part B of the 

February 2015 meeting report. He gratefully acknowledged the active participation of 

Member Countries in the OIE standard -setting process and encouraged all Delegates to 

increase their participation through provision of written comments to the OIE.  

Dr  Thiermann acknowledged the importance of continuing close collaboration between the 

Code Commission and the Specialist Commissions in developing and updating the 

Terrestrial Code . He highlighted that the Scientific Commission had established several ad 

hoc groups to address important developments in relation to tuberculosis (TB), 

antimicrobial resistance, Burkholderia mallei  (Glanders), porcine reproductive and 

respiratory syndrome (PRRS), and high health status horse subpopulations, and advised 

that the C ode Commission would participate in these ad hoc group meetings as 

appropriate.  

In addition, Dr Thiermann noted that the Code Commission had undertaken to update the 

chapters on theileriosis, avian mycoplasmosis and lumpy skin disease. He also underlined 

the important ongoing work on animal welfare and Salmonella in cattle and pigs.  
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Dr Thiermann concluded by indicating that the Code Commission expects to update 

disease-specific chapters to align with anticipated revisions to the Terrestrial Manual  from 

the Biologics Standards Commission once they have been adopted by the Assembly.  

272. In closing his presentation, Dr Thiermann encouraged the Delegates to give serious 

consideration to the election of the new Commissions. In order to be successful it is  

imperative that Members be impartial as they need to work in the best interests of all 

Member Countries and to reflect the diverse needs of their Regions. He highlighted the 

time commitment necessary to achieve the annual work programme and the need to wo rk 

horizontally with the other Commissions. In his estimation, the OIE has an impressive 

legacy and is the foremost standard -setting organisation  in the field of animal health  and 

he challenged the Delegates to keep it that way.  

273. The Delegate of the United States of America commended Dr Thiermann for his excellent 

service and his commitment to finding solutions and bringing people together as he had so 

capably done for the past 15 years as President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards 

Commi ssion. 

274. The entire World Assembly provided a standing  ovation in gratitude.  

275. The Delegate of Rwanda, speaking on behalf of the 54 OIE Member Countries of Africa, 

thanked Dr  Brückner for chairing the Scientific Commission for Animal Dise ases and 

profusely thanked Dr Thiermann for his efforts, which have had a lasting and positive 

impact on the African Member Countries .  

276. A representative of the Delegation of Japan, on behalf of the 180 Member Countries of all 

Regions of the OIE,  warmly thanked Dr Thiermann for his remarkable contributions, his 

objective managing of difficult issues and his tireless efforts.  

277. The Delegate of Latvia thanked Dr Thiermann on behalf of the 53 OIE Member Countries 

of Europe, for his 15 years of leadership.   

278. The Delegate of  Pakistan gratefully acknowledged Dr Thiermannõs hard work, the history 

that he had helped to write and for the improved future that he had contributed tirelessly 

to achieving on behalf of all countries.   

279. The Delegate of New Zealand added his sincere personal thanks to Dr Thiermann and to 

the United States of America for its long -term support of Dr Thiermann in his position at 

the OIE Headquarters .  

280. The President of the OIE expressed her gratit ude for the enormous contribution made by 

Dr Thiermann, both in terms of his scientific knowledge and his negotiating skills . She also 

acknowledged the mentoring of other members of the Commission, which would hopefully 

benefit the OIE in the future.  

281. The Assembly noted the report of the Code Commission.  

Presentations by World  Organisations   

having an Agreement with the OIE (contd)   

282. The President informed the Assembly that the international organisations which were 

unable to make their  presentations during the second plenary session were invited to 

address the Assembly during this plenary session.  

Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC)  

283. Ms Spring Gombe, Policy Advisor at the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) 

thanked  the President of the OIE for the opportunity to make a presentation  at the World 

Assembly of national Delegates of the OIE.  
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284. She provided an illustration of the per capita human death rates worldwide from canine 

rabies and highlighted the fact that Africa and Asia are the regions in which rabies is 

predominately endemic. She subsequently provided a further illustration, which 

demonstrated the correlation between rabies endemic countries and low gross domestic 

product (GDP).   

285. Ms Gombe explained that rabies is a fatal disease, which is, moreover, completely 

preventable. She added that rabies is most prevalent in rural communities, which have 

been negatively impacted by poverty, their remote location, poor infrastructure and 

negligible hea lth care. In addition to these conditions, she iterated that dogs are less 

economically vital than other animals and that public health impact is often disregarded. 

Additionally, Ms Gombe highlighted the challenges regarding the veterinary neglect of free 

roaming dogs, underreporting due to the absence of laboratory diagnose s and frequent  

cases of misdiagnosis.  

286. She emphasised that legislation, political support and funding from both the human and 

animal health sector are required in order to enhance surveillance a nd laboratory 

diagnostics; post -exposure prophylaxis; dog bite reporting and wound treatment; 

municipality and community involvement; dog population control; dog vaccination; and 

public awareness.  

287. Ms Gombe next provided a bri ef overview of the important events and initiatives in which 

GARC has been and continues to be involved, such as World Rabies Day, Partners for 

Rabies Prevention, the ôRabies Blueprintõ website , alleviating the burden of rabies and 

addressing human exposur e to rabies, with strong support from non -governmental 

organisations, intergovernmental organisations, such as the OIE, and various other bodies.  

288. Ms Gombe revealed that the number of registered events  in 2014  had increased by 45% 

compared to 2013. Country involvement in World Rabies Day had similarly increased in 

2014 as a result of the global, regional, national and local initiatives that had been 

conducted, in partnership with multiple key actors, including the OIE. The importance of 

World Rabi es Day had furthermore been iterated in a statement issued by the Tripartite 

organisations (WHO, OIE and FAO), which stated that mass dog vaccination and public 

awareness are key to breaking the cycle of rabies transmission at the source. Ms Gombe 

announced that the successful eradication of dog rabies would require the vaccination of at 

least 70% of dogs in risk areas.   

289. Ms Gombe subsequently spoke of the work conducted on estimating the global burden of 

endemic canine rabies and the increasing i mportance that the global media are attributing 

to this subject.   

290. With regard to the challenges, a ôcircle of neglectõ was depicted by Ms Gombe, in which poor 

diagnosis and surveillance, poor reporting and awareness,  and poor submission rates of  

reports were deeply affecting the management of rabies.   

291. As an example of rabies awareness, Ms Gombe referred to the Rabies Blueprint website, 

which provides access to guidelines for rabies control and prevention, in addition to 

invaluable info rmation on rabies control.  

292. Ms Gombe informed the Assembly that dog rabies could be eliminated by 2030 in the 

majority of countries, and presented a detailed illustration of the ways in which rabies 

elimination could be successfully effected, wi th particular emphasis on advocacy activities 

and communication campaigns.   

293. She referred to the South -East Asia Rabies Elimination Strategy (dog rabies elimination 

strategy), which is a joint initiative of the ASEAN Member States , led by Vietnam , and the 

OIE, with administrative support from the ASEAN Secretariat and technical assistance 

from  the OIE Sub -Regional Representation for South -East Asia.   
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294. She also mentioned  a parallel initiative targeting rabies control in the Middle East a nd 

Eastern European countries, and drew attention to the recent 3rd  Meeting  of the Middle 

East and Eastern Europe Rabies Expert Bureau, held in Lyon (France) in April 2015.   

295. Ms Gombe announced that the Pan African Rabies Control Network (PARACON ), of which 

GARC is a member, will hold the first PARACON meeting in South Africa in June 2015. 

She also signalled that in this framework, both Namibia and Kenya have endorsed national 

rabies control strategies.   

296. In closing, she stated that GARC  is adamant that dog -mediated human rabies could be 

eliminated through dog vaccination.   

International Federation for Animal Health (IFAH)  

297. Mr Carel du Marchie Sarvaas, Executive Director of the International Federation for 

Animal Health (IFAH) , began his address by commending the longstanding relationship 

between IFAH and the OIE. He indicated that IFAH is a global representative body of 

companies and associations. Its activities encompass research and development, 

manufacturing and commercialisa tion. IFAH is directly involved with veterinary medicines, 

vaccines and other animal health products.  

298. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas declared that IFAH provides value to society by protecting animals 

and humans from disease and indicated that IFAH helps to keep pets and food -producing 

animals healthy. The public health benefits that stem from IFAHõs activities include safer 

and more secure food supplies, more efficient production for increased food supply, 

improved sustainability and the prevention of the  transmission of zoonotic diseases . 

299. He stated that the  members of IFAH comprise numerous corporations and institutions, 

including large multinational corporations that account for 80% of the global animal health 

sector, as well as hundreds of me dium -sized and smaller companies or associations 

worldwide.  

300. Moreover, Mr du Marchie Sarvaa s informed the Assembly that IFAH has several strong 

partnerships, formalised through agreements, with international organisations including 

the OIE, char ities and research groups, veterinary groups, as well as institutions from the 

global food and feed chain.  

301. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas noted the considerable size of the industry, with revenues 

amounting to approximately USD 25 billion in 2014, divide d between three regions 

(America 47%, Europe 31%, Others 23%) as well as its significant scope, encompassing 

pharmaceuticals, medicinal fe ed additives, and biologicals.  

302. He subsequently introduced the seven g lobal issues, which are growing in imp ortance, 

namely: (i) policies are increasingly being set at global level; (ii) significant market growth 

in fast growing countries and increased trade o f food products; (iii) increase  and persistence 

of diseases call for global responses; (iv) rising impor tance of technology for increased 

production; (v) the increasing number of pets, which has a positive effect on human health; 

(vi) the increase in animal welfare and sustainable development; and (vii) rising 

authorisation costs leading to limitations in ce rtain markets .  

303. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas noted that these issues were also coupled with certain hurdles that 

needed to be overcome, such as slower and more cumbersome authorisations, decisions 

being made on a political rather than a scientific basi s, challenging trading opportunities, 

difficulties in accepting new technologies , and the r esponsible use of antibiotics.  
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304. He informed the Assembly that IFAH has developed tools such as educational infographics 

and video material to inform decis ion makers on various, relevant subjects. For example, a 

factsheet on One Health and a leaflet on New Veterinary Medicines, both of which, he 

stated, can be accessed from the IFAH website at no cost.  

305. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas announced that the ô4th  Global Animal Health Conference: 

Regulatory C onvergenceõ will take place in Dar Es Salam (Tanzania) on 24 ð25 June 2015. 

This global conference will be facilitated by IFAH and funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation and will serve as a forum to bring  together actors from the African conti nent 

and from around the world.  

306. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas concluded his presentation by announcing that IFAH would be 

changing its name, its logo and its strategic direction as of 1 June 2015. IFAHõs 

commitment  to healthier animals would , however, remain unchanged.  

World Renderers Organization (WRO)  

307. Mr Stephen Woodgate, President of the World Renderers Organization (WRO) began his 

presentation by thanking the current Director General of the OIE, Dr Va llat, for his 

leadership and congratulated Dr Eloit on her election as Director General of the OIE. He 

proceeded to thank the President of the OIE for the invitation to present the activities of 

the WRO at the 83rd General Session. The mission of the WRO i s to promote bi osecurity in 

the livestock food chain as well as safe and sustainable products. The leadership team of 

the WRO is comprised of a President, Mr Woodgate himse lf, and two Vice -Presidents: 

Mr  Tim Juzefowicz and Mr Fernando Mendizabal, each repr esenting different regions of 

the world.  

308. Mr Woodgate indicated that there are 27 Members of the WRO, including  allied Members, 

located in 23 c ountries. The WRO also works in close partnership with the OIE, WHO, 

FAO, WTO and Codex Alimentarius. H e invited OIE Delegates to contact the WRO, should 

they wish to initiate ties with WRO in their respective countries.  

309. Mr Woodgate underlined the positive interactions with the OIE, WHO, WTO, as well Codex 

Aliment arius. He then explained that òanimal by -productsó (ABP), originating from meat, 

poultry or fish are by -products which are not intended for human consumption, as well as 

human foods (containing animal materials) that are no longer intended for human 

consumption. In certain regions, ABP al so include dead animals from farm mortalities or 

from disease eradication programmes. However, he took the opportunity to underline tha t 

in most regions of the world  these dead animals are processed separately. He added that 

edible animal products such as offal, hides and skins are not considered as animal by -

products.   

310. Mr Woodgate revealed that there are approximately 100 million metric tonnes of ABP per 

year (equivalent to 200 million adult cattle, or 1 billion pigs, or 40 billion chickens). He  

underlined the importance of the rendering indu stry, and noted that without it  there would 

be a higher risk of animal/zoonotic diseases, higher environmental pollution of soil, water 

and air, increased generation of methane, CO 2, N2O (greenhouse gases) as well as loss of 

valuable resources. Mr Woodgate highlighted that the founding of the WRO, representing 

the rendering industry worldwide, enables these issues to be addressed.  

311. He next presented a diagram, explaining the process of rendering, wh ich consists of the 

transformation of raw mate rial into processed proteins (òmeat and bone mealó [MBM ] or 

òprocessed animal proteinsó [PAP]) or into rendered fat (òtallowó). The Members of the 

WRO process these raw materials info safe, sustainable products  for various applications, 
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including animal feed, pet food, technical uses or biofuels. He informed the Assembly that 

the estimated annual g lobal production corresponds to  22 millio n metric tonnes of protein 

meal and 12 million metric tonnes of rendered f ats.  

312. Mr Woodgate outlined the basic principles that apply to rendering , which foresee that ABP 

from animals slaughtered for human consu mption are utilised in the food chain (subject to 

conditions) and that fallen stock, diseased animals or risk  organs are used in non -food 

chains or for technical and energy production. These principles, he underlined, are dictated 

by regulations, codes of practice or consumer demands.  

313. Mr Woodgate introduced the Scientific Advisory Panel of WRO, compris ed of 

Representatives from North America, Europe, Australia and Latin America, illustrating a 

wide geographic range of scientific talent. He also made reference to publications produced 

by WRO, including ôGuidelines for Hygienic Rendering õ and ôModel HACCP  Plan for 

Renderingõ; these publications are available in English, Spanish and shortly in Portuguese. 

314. He then highlighted the importance of the OIE Terrestrial Code  for the WRO. Mr Woodgate 

recognised the challenges of finding acceptable comprom ises between importing and 

exporting countries, but noted the excellent cooperation with the OIE enabling most of 

these challenges to be resolved in a timely manner.  

315. Mr Woodgate concluded his presentation by thanking the Director General of the  OIE for 

the fruitful partner ship, ensuring a safe livestock food chain by applying sound science to 

the processing of valuable resources and the production of sustainable products.   

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION 

Activities of the Specialist Commissions and Workin g Groups (contd)  

Biological Standards Commission  

316. The activities of the Biological Standards Commission, which met twice, from 11 to 

12 September 2014 and from 28 to 30 January 2015, were presented by Dr Hualan Chen , 

Vice-President of the Commiss ion (Docs 83 SG/12/CS2 A and B). She thanked the Members 

of the Commission: Prof. Vincenzo Caporale, President, Dr Rodolfo Rivero , Vice-President, 

Dr  Beverly Schmitt , Dr  Paul Townsend  and Dr Peter Daniels. Appreciation was expressed 

for the contributions b y the other regular participant, Prof. Steven Edwards, Consultant 

Editor of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals , and the 

experts from the Enlarged Bureau Group (EBG) Dr Yeun -Kyung Shin,  Dr Moritz Klemm 

and Dr Mehdi El Harrak , as well as specialist contributions by OIE experts from Reference 

Laboratories and Collaborating Centres, and others. Staff at the OIE Headquarters, 

especially the Scientific and Technical Department, have been unstinting in their support.  

317. OI E Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals  (mammals, 

birds and bees)  

In accordance with the approved procedure for updating the Terrestrial Manual , a meeting 

of the  Bureau of the Commission  and the EBG had been held prior to each Com mission 

meeting, and the Commission reviewed the recommendations of these EBG meetings. In 

March 2015, 18 chapters and the glossary that had been reviewed by the EBG and 

approved by the Commission for circulation to Member Countries , were made available 

online for consultation as the final versions that would be proposed for adoption.  
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The ad hoc Group on Biosafety and Biosecurity in Veterinary Laboratories further 

amended Chapter 1.1.3. The chapter is now entitled: Biosafety and biosecurity: standard for 

managing biological risk in the veterinary laboratory and animal facilities . The amended 

chapter was one of those circulated to OIE Member Countries in March 2015.  

Regarding the current chapter on rinderpest, section C: Requirements for vaccines  was 

amended in light of the global eradication of rinderpest . The amended chapter was one of 

those circulated to OIE Member Countries in March 2015 .  

These revised chapters were presented to the Assembly for adoption. Once adopted, the 

chapters will be published on the OIE web site.  

Member Countries had continued to comment that the disease names used in the 

Terrestrial Code  texts follow the format òInfection with [pathogen name]ó while the 

Terrestrial Manual does not follow this format. The Commissionõs position was that this 

discrepancy arises from the fact that the Terrestrial Manual  covers diseases rather than 

infections.  Consequently, a final decision has not been taken for the moment . 

318. OIE Reference Centres  

The Commission recommended acceptance of the following new applications for OIE 

Reference Laboratory status for:  

ð Bovine spongiform encephalopathy and scrapie: Centro de investigación en 

Encefalopatías y enfermedades transmisibles emergentes, Universidad de Zaragoza , 

SPAIN.  

ð Foot and mouth disease : Laboratoire de référence national français pour la fièvre 

aphteuse, laboratoire de santé animale, ANSES, Maisons -Alfort, FRANCE.  

The acceptance of the two Reference Laboratories  above had been waiting for an answer 

from the Council  to a question from the  Commission , which had been positive.  

ð Equine rhinopneumonitis : Irish Equine Centre, Johnstown, Naas, Co. Kildare, 

IRELAND.  

ð Tularemia : Laboratory of Zoonotic Bacteriology and Mycoplasmology, Institute for 

Veterinary Medical Research, Centre for Agricult ural Research, Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences, Budapest , HUNGARY . 

A number of Delegates had notified changes in the designated expert at OIE Reference 

Laboratories in their countries. In each case the Commission reviewed the curriculum vitae 

of the new expert to ensure that he/she had the appropriate expertise. The names of the 

seven new experts were presented to the Assembly for information. These experts had 

already been endorsed by the Council on behalf of the Assembly.  

Annual reports were received from 1 91 out of 205 Reference Laboratories and from 42 out 

of 47 Collaborating Centres all working in the field of diseases of birds, bees and terrestrial 

mammals. The new web -based annual report template had been used by the Collaborating 

Centre s for the first time. A detailed analysis of the reported activities was included in the 

report of the January meeting of the Commission (p. 6). Annual reports will  be made 

available on line in the near future.  

All OIE Reference Laboratories were asked to indicate in thei r annual report that they 

have achieved ISO 17025 accreditation or equivalent though a national or regional 

accreditation body.  
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The Commission noted the growing number of OIE Reference Laboratory applications, 

many of which are unsuccessful, and identifie d the need to provide more explicit guidance 

to applicants on what is expected of an OIE Reference Laboratory and what should be 

emphasised in their applications.  The Assembly was informed that the Commission had 

proposed amendments to the Guidelines for a pplicants for OIE Reference Laboratory status  

to the Council for consideration prior to the next meeting of the Commission.  

319. Past ad hoc  Group meetings  

The outcomes of the following ad hoc Groups were summarised for the Assembly. Details 

are foun d in the full Reports of the Commission and their annexes.  

a) ad hoc Group on  Diseases of Camelids (see Annex 5 of Doc. 83 SG/12/CS2 A)  

b) ad hoc Group on High Throughput Sequencing,  Bioinformatics and Computational 

Genomics (HTS-BCG) (see Annex 5 of Doc. 83 SG/12/CS2 B).  

c) ad hoc Group on Biosafety and Biosecurity in Veterinary Laboratories (see Annex 6 of 

Doc. 83 SG/12/CS2 B).  

320. Proposed  ad hoc  Groups  

The ad hoc Group on HTS -BCG will  be reconvened to implement its work plan (see New 

diagnost ic technologies and technology platform below).  

A large volume of Member Country comments had been received on the draft Terrestrial 

Manual  chapter on vaccine banks. The Commission recommended that the Director 

General convene an ad hoc Group, following t he General Session, to review the comments 

and amend the chapter accordingly. The amended chapter could then be reviewed at the 

next meeting of the newly elected Biological Standards Commission  in September 2015.  

The Commission agreed that the ad hoc Group  on Diseases of Camelids could usefully meet 

again to progress the validation of diagnostic test methods and the development of 

international standard reagents and vaccines for priority camelid diseases . 

321. International standardisation/harmonisati on  

a)  Standardisation programme ð future directions  

At the Third Global Conference of the OIE Reference Centres, held in October 2014 in 

Seoul, Korea (Rep. of), Dr  Maura Ferrari of the OIE Collaborating Centre for 

Veterinary Biologicals Biobank, gave a pre sentation on the results of a survey to 

determine the biological resources and standard reference reagents held in OIE 

Reference Centres that can be shared among the OIE Member Countries.  One of the 

recommendations of the Conference was to further develop the concept of establishing 

a virtual OIE biobank of the biological resources available at OIE Reference Centres , 

taking into account the need to harmonise the system with other existing initiatives. 

The OIE Reference Centres would  contribute to the establ ishment of this future virtual 

OIE biobank.   

b)  OIE Register of diagnostic kits  

The Assembly was informed that the evaluation of the dossier on òBOVIGAM® 

Mycobacterium bovis  Gamma interferon test kit for cattleó had been completed. Based 

on the final repor t from the expert evaluation panel, the Commission provided a 

favourable opinion for the inclusion of this diagnostic kit in the OIE register as fit to 

detect cell -mediated immune response to infection with Mycobacterium bovis  and other 

mycobacteria belong ing to the tuberculosis complex on analysis of whole blood 
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specimens in cattle, buffalo ( Syncerus caffer), goat and sheep (provisionally) for the 

following purposes:  

1. Historical freedom;  

2. Re-establishment of freedom after outbreaks;  

3. Certification of  freedom from infection or agent in individual animals or products 

for trade/movement purposes;  

4. Eradication of infection from defined populations;  

5. Confirmatory diagnosis of suspect or clinical cases (including confirmation of a 

positive screening tes t);  

6. Estimation of the prevalence of infection to facilitate risk analysis (surveys/herd 

health schemes/disease control);  

7. Ancillary test for eradication of tuberculosis.  

This kit was proposed for adoption by the Assembly.  

322. New  diagnostic t echnologies and technology platform  

At the Third Global Conference of the OIE Reference Centres , the Pilot Project for the 

Creation of an OIE Platform for the Collection and Management of Genomic Sequences in 

Animal Health was presented by the President of  the Biological Standards Commission. 

The principal objective is to develop a comprehensive approach and an open access database 

to collect, store and share sequence information relating to animal and zoonotic diseases 

and pathogens linked to food safety. It can be envisaged that genome sequence databases of 

pathogens of animal health significance will have an ever -increasing role in veterinary 

medicine. The pilot project also includes the development of standards for the management 

of HTS-BCG for inclusion  in the OIE Terrestrial Manual . 

One of the recommendations of the Conference to the OIE was to develop, with the 

collective support of OIE Reference Centres, the design of this OIE platform taking into 

account the need to harmonise the system with other ex isting initiatives. The OIE 

Reference Centres would support the OIE to develop policies and standards and to design a 

global network for the  use of new diagnostic technologies, including HTS -BCG, and would 

contribute  to the design of the future OIE Platfor m for the collection and management of 

partial and complete  genomic sequences (including genotype assignment) in animal health, 

in particular when notifying positive diagnostic results to the OIE, to be used within the 

WAHIS mechanism.  

Following the Confe rence, the ad hoc Group on HTS -BCG met at the OIE Headquarters to 

begin work on some of the components of the project. The Group agreed that two work 

plans would be required that needed to progress in parallel. One needed to advance the OIE 

pilot project, the other should consider the development of OIE standards.  

Given the importance of this topic for the OIE, a resolution was presented to the Assembly 

for adoption.  

323. The President of the OIE thanked Dr Chen for her comprehensive presentation befo re 

opening the floor for discussion.  

During the discussion on the Resolutions related to the report of the Biological Standards 

Commission, the Delegate of Australia, on behalf of the Assembly , expressed its profound 

gratitude to Professor Vincenzo Caporal e, for his career contributions to the work of the 

OIE for almost 20 years. It was noted that he had served as a member of ad hoc Groups, 

the President of the Scientific Commission  for Animal Diseases,  and, lastly,  as the 

President of the Biological Standa rds Commission . 
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324. The Delegate of Greece, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, 

congratulated the OIE Biological Standards Commission for its essential work. The EU 

commended the Commission for its continued efforts to modernise an d update the Manual 

of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals  (Terrestrial Manual ). The EU 

would like to continue to offer all technical support needed by the Biological Standards 

Commission, its Enlarged Bureau Group and ad hoc Groups for t his important work on the 

Terrestrial Manual . He thanked the Commission for having taken into account most of the 

EU comments on those chapters that had been circulated for Member Country comment 

prior to being proposed for adoption , and added that the EU supported the adoption of these 

standards. The EU appreciated that the OIE had recently started making draft versions of 

new and updated Terrestrial Manual  chapters publicly available on its website, whenever 

these are circulated to Member Countries for co mment, and congratulated the Commission 

on this advance in transparency. Regarding the OIE Register of diagnostic kits, the EU 

thanked the OIE for having provided it with some additional information on the bovine 

tuberculosis gamma interferon test kit ment ioned in the report of the September 2014 

meeting of the Commission and proposed for inclusion in the OIE Register. While the EU 

can support the inclusion of this kit in the OIE Register, it would encourage the OIE in the 

future to systematically make avai lable more information on diagnostic kits before they are 

proposed for inclusion in the OIE Register, for reasons of transparency and in order to allow 

for informed decision -making.   

325. The Delegate of Panama thanked the Commission for its importan t and difficult work on 

the validation of diagnostic  kits. Supporting the intervention of the Delegate of Greece, he 

underlined the importance for OIE Member Countries of having  validated diagnostic kits 

available. Regarding the bovine tuberculosis interfe ron gamma test kit, it was important 

for countries to know that it would save time for final diagnosis and early detection of 

bovine tuberculosis; the kit had been used in parallel with intradermal tests for 3 years in 

Panama with excellent results .  

326. The Delegate of Australia sought clarification from the Director General regarding the 

procedures for the selection and appointment of members of the  Enlarged Bureau Group of 

the Biological Standards Commission. He also noted the continu ing  discrepan cy in naming 

chapters between the Terrestrial Code  and the Terrestrial Manual.  

327. The Director General responded to the Delegate of Australia that the members of the 

Enlarged Bureau Group work in the same manner as experts for ad hoc Groups and 

provide technical support  to the Commission . They are proposed by the Commission for 

their expertise and appointed under the responsibility of the Director General. The 

Commission is also supported by a permanent Consultant Editor. Furthermore, he 

recommended that the newly elected Commission would , as a priority,  examine the issues 

regarding the harmonisation of the titles  of chapters in the Terrestrial Code  and the 

Terrestrial Manual.  

328. A representative of the Delegation of Japan, in reference to Chapter 2.1.15 . of the 

Terrestrial Manual  on r inderpest, appreciated the update chapter in light of global 

eradication of r inderpest and advised that Japan would submit comments for consideration 

by the Commission at its next meeting.  

329. The Assembly  noted the Report of the Biological Standards Commission.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  31 

Amendments to the  

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals  

330. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 31 for adoption. The Res olution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No.  31 at the end of this report.  
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  32 

Designation of OIE Reference Laboratories for terrestrial animal diseases  

331. The President submitted Draft Res olution No. 32 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No.  32 at the end of this report.  

Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  33 

High Throughput Sequencing -Bioinformatics and Computational Genomics  (HTS -BCG)  

332. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 33 for adoption.  

333. The Delegate of New Zealand sought clarification of the intent of recommendation  

No. 2 concerning the development of a platform and whether adoption was commiti ng the 

OIE to the design and implementation of a system that would impact on Member Country 

resources for inputs and on OIE budget ary  resources. 

334. The Delegate of the United Kingdom remarked that provision of funding to support the 

undertaking sho uld be considered within the framework of the Sixth Stategic Plan.  

335. Dr Brian Evans, the Deputy Director General recalled the work programme proposed by 

the ad hoc Group that had been presented in the report of the Biological Standards 

Commission and adopted by the Assembly earlier. The purpose of the Recommendation  is 

to enable design of a system with appropriate functionality and interoperability to facilitate 

the input of data from the OIE Reference Laboratory network in support of Member 

Countr y needs. Both Council and World Assembly oversight will be assured through review 

and approval of the annual work plan of the Director General in accordance with the 

priorities of the Sixth Strategic Plan , if adopted.  

336. The Resolution was adopted unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 33 at the 

end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  34 

Register of diagnostic kits  validated and certified by the OIE  

337. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 34 for adoption. The  Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No.  34 at the end of this report.  

ATHURSDAY 2 8  MAY 201 58 

SIXTH PLENARY SESSION 

Current animal health situation worldwide: analysis of events and trends  
(Doc. 83 SG/2) 

338. Dr Paul a Cáceres, Head of the Animal Health Information and Analysis Department 

reviewed the current events and trends in the animal health situation world -wide. She 

stated that first she would start with the presentation of four OIE -listed diseases and 

infection s that are currently of major interest, namely: brucellosis ( Brucella abortus ), 

bovine tuberculosis, infection with avian influenza viruses and foot and mouth disease. 

Then, she would present an evaluation of the quality of reports submitted for diseases o f 

aquatic animals and she would finish with a general evaluation of the different aspects of 

WAHIS in line with its main objectives.  
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339. Global situation regarding four OIE -listed diseases and infections of major 

interest  

Dr Cáceres indicated that this presentation was based on the reports received up to 19 May 

2015 and was taking into consideration the various notifications that countries submitted 

to the OIE for previous years. She pointed out that the historical information was regularly 

reviewed  by the OIE World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department. 

Dr  Cáceres acknowledged the high level of response by the Member Countries for sending 

their reports in a timely manner. She indicated that the selection of diseases analysed for 

this pre sentation was partially based on the results of the first technical item presented in 

May 2014 during the 82nd General Session, according to the proposal of 

Dr  Schwabenbauer. This survey had shown that brucellosis ( Brucella abortus ) and bovine 

tuberculosis  had been considered as priority diseases for 2014 by the majority of Member 

Countries.  

340. Brucellosis ( Brucella abortus ) 

Dr Cáceres stated that infection with  Brucella abortus  was widespread globally and was 

responsible for a considerable economic  burden. She then showed the trend of countries 

reporting infection with Brucella abortus  between 2005 and 2014. She pointed out that the 

percentage had decreased between the first semester of 2005 and the second semester of 

2014, from 54% to 52%, indicati ng a general improvement of the global situation, probably 

due to the implementation of appropriate control measures by the countries.  

Then, she showed the distribution of infection with Brucella abortus  in 2014. She indicated 

that, i n total, as of 19 May 2015, 50% of the reporting countries/territories in the world 

were affected by the disease.  

She stated that the World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department had 

performed an analysis to evaluate trends of incidence and losses at national level i n 

126 countries/territories that reported infection with Brucella abortus  at least once between 

2005 and 2014, and to identify retrospectively which reported measures may have 

contributed to an improvement, according to WAHIS data.  

She explained the metho dology indicating that for each of these countries, the percentage of 

cases as well as the losses in cattle (meaning the total number of animals that died or were 

slaughtered or destroyed in response to the disease) among the national annual cattle 

populat ion was calculated, by semester. She added that the median percentage was 

calculated for the period between 2005 and 2009 (first period) on one hand and for the 

period between 2010 and 2014 (second period) on the other hand, separately for cases and 

losses and for each country. The difference between the two medians was used as an 

indicator. She explained that for countries with a difference between the two medians lower 

than òminus one per millionó, the situation had been considered to have improved (i.e. 

decrease of cases or losses). For countries with a difference between òminus one per millionó 

and òone per millionó, the situation had been considered stable, and for countries with a 

difference higher than òone per millionó, the situation had been considered to have 

deteriorated (i.e. increase of cases or losses).  

Dr Cáceres indicated that, according to the results for the percentage of cases among the 

cattle population, the situation had improved in 37% of reporting countries/territories, was 

stable in 39 % and had deteriorated in 24%. She added that for the percentage of losses, the 

situation had improved in 27% of countries/territories, was stable in 46% and had 

deteriorated in 27%.  

She commented that for each group, the number of countries/territories h aving applied 

regular targeted surveillance/screening, routine vaccination, movement control and 

stamping out (partial or total) had been calculated in order to identify retrospectively which 

of these measures may have contributed to an improvement (i.e. d ecrease of the percentage 

of cases or losses in the cattle population).  
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She indicated that odds ratios significantly different from 1 have been observed for the 

contribution of regular movement control and of stamping out to the improvement for cases 

and t o the improvement for losses. She added that, odds ratios of 3.25 and 3.50, 

significantly different from 1, had been observed for the contribution of regular 

implementation of the four measures combined to the improvement for cases and losses 

respectively.  According to Dr  Cáceres these results showed an impact of the four measures 

combined on both cases and losses and strengthened the overall significance of the analysis.  

She underlined that these odds ratios were higher than most other odds ratios calculat ed 

for the four measures applied separately.  

Dr Cáceres concluded saying that infection with Brucella abortus was widespread and half 

of the reporting countries/territories in the world had notified the disease present between 

1 January 2014 and 19 May 201 5. She added that the global situation had improved from 

2005 to 2014 according to WAHIS data, since a decreasing trend of the percentage of 

countries affected had been observed.  

She stated that WAHIS data showed that regular implementation of these measu res across 

years contributed significantly to the decrease of cases and losses in cattle, the strategy 

with the greatest impact being a combination of the measures, rather than their 

implementation separately.  

She ended the chapter of brucellosis saying th at the OIE recommended Members to 

implement proper and regular surveillance and control of infection with Brucella abortus , 

emphasising that not only the economic burden of the disease but also its impact on public 

health could be significantly reduced by controlling the infection in animals.  

341. Bovine tuberculosis  

Dr Cáceres first indicated that the disease had serious implications for the movement of 

animals and their products, biodiversity, and public health and was of significant economic 

concern. 

She then indicated that an improvement in the global epidemiological status for this 

disease was shown by the data collected in WAHIS throught the trend analysis for the 

period 2005 ð 2014. She showed a reliable reduction trend in the percentage of repo rting 

countries/territories notifying bovine tuberculosis present, from 53%  in the first semester of 

2005 to 49% in the second semester of 2014.  

Showing the distribution of infection with bovine tuberculosis in domestic animals and 

wildlife in 2014, she i ndicated that 53% of the 160 countries/territories which had sent 

information reported the disease present or suspected.  She noted that 54 

countries/territories (34%) did not send information on wildlife.  

Dr Cáceres indicated that 93% of the countries/terr itories had indicated that bovine 

tuberculosis was a notifiable disease and 77% had indicated that they applied general 

surveillance. She added that the most frequently used active control measure was òmodified 

stamping outó and that the control by means of test and slaughter programmes was 

expensive and required a long -term financial commitment from governments, which was 

often not affordable for developing countries. She indicated that the least common control 

method was òcontrol of wildlife reservoirsó, applied by only 8% of the reporting 

countries/territories.  

She mentioned that, taken together, the data presented underlined the epidemiological 

importance of wildlife in bovine tuberculosis and consequently the importance of applying 

effective control mea sures, above all in countries where wildlife had become a reservoir. 
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She pointed out that, to evaluate the level of attention applied to wildlife at country level, 

the number of different types of preventive and control measures for wildlife were analysed  

and she explained the methodology used in the analysis.  

Dr Cáceres indicated that bovine tuberculosis had been notified in 38 different wildlife 

species since 2012 through WAHIS and that, in general, ungulates were the most affected 

wildlife reservoir. S he pointed out that the majority of cases involved only 10 species. She 

explained that from a quantitative point of view, wildlife had accounted for 208 of the 

113 493 cases (0.2%) of bovine tuberculosis reported to the OIE in 2014.  

She indicated that a to tal of 11 different measures were currently applied to wildlife and 

that a significant difference in the number of control measures had been observed in 

countries where bovine tuberculosis had been detected in wildlife. She specified that the 

analysis had showed that in countries where bovine tuberculosis had been detected in 

wildlife vs. countries where it had not been detected in wildlife, the level of attention given 

to the disease was higher and that this could indicate the need to increase the preventi ve 

and control measures (especially the active ones) in those countries where wildlife 

reservoirs had not been identified, to: i) avoid the spill -over of tuberculosis from domestic 

animals to wildlife, and ii) obtain a better knowledge of the epidemiology of the disease in 

wild animal populations.  

She indicated that the analysis of WAHIS data emphasised that, thanks to the huge efforts 

to control/eradicate the disease, its global epidemiological status was progressively 

improving. She recalled that the cons equences of the disease were still huge, considering 

the yearly economic impact (production losses and barriers to market access) and the public 

health consequences. 

She highlighted that, despite considerable economic efforts and specific control 

programme s, bovine tuberculosis was still very difficult to eradicate in some areas and that 

in general, eradication was complex as it required adequate financial and human resources, 

but it remained problematic even in countries with high quality monitoring progra mmes, 

due to the presence of wildlife reservoirs. She added that the measures to control the  

spread of the disease in wildlife populations had to be applied, not only in the countries 

where tuberculosis was endemic in a wildlife population, but above all i n countries still free 

from wildlife reservoirs, in order to increase the possibility of eradicating bovine 

tuberculosis.  

342. Infection with avian influenza viruses  

Dr Cáceres indicated that H5 or H7 subtypes of low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI)  were 

notifiable to the OIE in poultry because they had the ability to mutate and could become 

highly pathogenic. She added that highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) was notifiable 

in both poultry and wildlife. She recalled that the main concerns with influenza viruses 

consisted of their impact on poultry and on public health. She noted the impact on poultry 

notified the OIE through WAHIS during 2014 and 2015. In addition, she mentioned the 

figures provided by the WHO for humans. She pointed out that fr om an epidemiological 

point of view, it was very important to note that, when transmission occurs, there was no 

correlation between the level of pathogenicity of the virus for poultry and that for humans.  

Dr Cáceres added that avian influenza (AI) had been  the disease most often reported by 

countries/territories in terms of number of immediate notifications (379) between January 

2005 and 19 May 2015.  She said that it was of interest to observe the dynamics of the 

disease in recent years in terms of the numb er of exceptional epidemiological events 

notified to the OIE. She commented that the trend of exceptional epidemiological events 

had suddenly changed in the last two years and that after a peak of notifications for HPAI 

in 2006, there has been a strong dec rease in the period between 2009 and 2013. She 

explained that, however, the notifications of HPAI had increased to 30 in 2014 and in 2015 

had already reached 33 as of 19 May. She pointed out that, for the year 2015, a 
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considerable increase in the number of  exceptional epidemiological events for HPAI was 

expected. 

Furthermore, she indicated that this increase had affected not only the number of 

exceptional epidemiological events but even the diversity of subtypes reported and that a 

similar increasing trend had also been observed for the number of subtypes involved (for 

HPAI notification). She reiterated that for these reasons, sustained efforts to monitor AI 

should be seen as a primary objective, both in domestic and wild birds.  

Dr Cáceres continued her pres entation, showing maps of the recent distribution of AI 

subtypes H5 and H7 in poultry and wild birds. She indicated that, during this period, AI 

infections had been reported by 43 countries/territories, among which 34 had detected H5 

with five different su btypes (H5N1, H5N2, H5N3, H5N6 and H5N8). She said that the most 

common subtype was H5N1 (23 countries) followed by H5N8 (13 countries), H5N2 

(9 countries) and H5N3/H5N6 (4 countries each).  

Dr Cáceres indicated that AI H7 had been detected in ten countries /territories, with five 

subtypes (H7N1, H7N2, H7N3, H7N7 and H7N9). She pointed out that no subtype in this 

group had been significantly more common than the others. She underlined that the one 

with the greatest impact from a public health perspective (H7N 9) had been reported only in 

China (Peopleõs Rep. of) and Hong Kong (SAR-PRC). 

She stressed that the direct economic impact of HPAI was considerable and that the 

subtypes that had the most severe direct economic impact were H5N8 and H5N2. She said 

that dur ing the period of analysis, the first event involving the subtype H5N8 had been 

identified in Korea (Rep. of) in January 2014; the subtype then had spread to China 

(Peopleõs Rep. of), Japan, Russia and United States of America, in November 2014 it had 

appeared in Europe and in January 2015 in Chinese Taipei. She added that between  

January 2014 and 19 May 2015, H5N8 had led to the destruction of more than 15 million 

birds by the Veterinary Authorities of the countries concerned. She indicated that the 

H5N2 subtype, during the same period, had been reported in China (Peopleõs Rep. of) 

through follow -up reports, then in April 2014 it has been reported in Chinese Taipei and in 

November of 2014 in Canada and in December in the United States of America. She added 

that, in January 2015, the subtype reoccurred in Chinese Taipei and in Canada in April 

2015.  

She also mentioned that the World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department 

had performed an analysis to understand not only the yearly dynamics of the vi rus but 

even its spatial dynamics. She stressed that in order to prevent the diffusion of a virus it 

was very important to know its capacity to spread.  

She explained that an analysis was performed using data from the 5,910 outbreaks notified 

through immed iate notifications and follow -up reports for HPAI and LPAI covering the 

period between 1 January 2005 and 19 May 2015. She said that the objective was to 

analyse the ability of the virus in terms of spread and speed and that for this analysis, only 

events with more than 10 outbreaks had been selected. She presented the localisation of the 

outbreaks used for the analysis and explained the methodology used.  

Dr Cáceres pointed out that these results should be interpreted with caution  because of 

possible confounding factors: i) the starting point (index case) was not always really the 

first one of the event; ii) the capacity of countries to carry out surveillance and early 

detection (and so to observe, or not, the event from its real starting point); iii) the ty pe of 

poultry industry of each country (commercial vs. not commercial) and its distribution 

within the country.  

Dr Cáceres carried on presenting the results obtained; for all subtypes combined, the 

maximum spread (within the same country/territory) from th e starting point had been 

reached five months after start of the event (mean of 985 km from starting point  ð 

minimum 54, maximum 1745).  She added that even the speed varied considerably, and 
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considering all the subtypes together, the mean speed from the st arting point was 

18 km/day (minimum 5  km/day and maximum 58 km/day). She stressed that the maximum 

speed had been reached by the first week.  

She indicated that a high variability among the different subtypes existed, showing the 

spread values (distance fro m starting points) and speed values (km from starting point/days 

post event). She explained that, at the local level, some subtypes remained very confined to 

the infected areas (e.g. H5N8) while others had a higher ability for spread (e.g. H7N9).  

Finally she said that, in addition to evaluating local virus dynamics, their international 

dynamics were also evaluated using, as a model, two important subtypes: H5N8 and H7N9. 

She recalled that H7N9 had appeared for the first time in humans in March 2013 and tha t 

it had caused LPAI in birds but on the contrary had a high impact on humans and caused a 

severe and sometimes fatal disease and it had very fast local dynamics. She underlined that 

it had remained confined to China (Peopleõs Rep. of) and Hong Kong (SAR-PRC).  

Dr Cáceres explained that, on the other hand, H5N8 causing HPAI had a high impact on 

birds but the health risk for humans had been estimated to be very low. She said that the 

subtype had presented very slow local dynamics but that, based on the hypot hesis that all 

the corresponding events were linked, it had seemed to have the ability to ôjumpõ and 

disseminate to other countries. She explained that in January 2014, the authorities of 

Korea (Rep. of) had reported the first cases in poultry, in April 20 14, Japan and United 

States of America had notified outbreaks, as well as China (Peopleõs Rep. of) and Russia in 

September 2014. She added that the authorities in Germany had confirmed highly  

pathogenic H5N8 in early November 2014, four days later, The Net herlands had reported 

two outbreaks and in mid -November, the United Kingdom had detected the same subtype. 

She commented that, based on the partial sequence data of the HA gene segment, the 

viruses isolated in Germany, The Netherlands and the United Kingdo m had been identified 

as being closely related to the H5N8 viruses isolated in Korea (Rep. of). She finally 

concluded that, in December 2014 this subtype had been notified in Italy and again by the 

United States of America and in January 2015, it had been notified in Chinese Taipei. She 

added that H5N8 had been notified in Canada, Hungary and Sweden in February 2015.  

She presented the mean spread and speed values for the two subtypes (H5N8 and H7N9). 

She said that the great difference in dynamics between th ese two strains seemed to be 

related to the different role that migratory birds played in their epidemiology.  

Dr Cáceres said that AI was one of the most important notifiable diseases, in terms of 

number of immediate notifications, its impact on poultry an d on public health. She 

explained that in 2014 and early 2015 there had been a clear increase in the number of 

notifications for HPAI and in the variety of subtypes reported and that this situation was 

quite alarming from both an economic and a public heal th perspective.  

She pointed out that the results from LPAI monitoring in wildlife had showed a very high 

subtype diversity in wild birds and consequently, monitoring in wildlife needed to be 

strengthened.  

In conclusion, Dr Cáceres said that the more avai lable information, the greater the 

likelihood of being able to prevent AI outbreaks in the future as shown by the analysis on 

AI dynamics. She said that the analysis of the spread of outbreaks gave useful information 

about the ability of the virus in terms  of its spread and speed and that these two 

parameters were significantly influenced by the subtypes of the virus. She explained that 

this might be related to the different role that migratory birds play in their epidemiology. 

Dr Cáceres underlined that, t o be in a position to follow the spatiotemporal evolution of a 

disease, it was important to receive high quality information. She emphasised that for this 
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reason, the OIE encouraged Member Countries to timely provide detailed information in 

their immediat e notifications, follow -up reports and six -monthly reports to make it easier to 

better describe and even predict the evolution of diseases and so increase the capacity of 

Member Countries to manage them and reduce their effects.  

343. Foot and mouth d isease  

Dr Cáceres recalled that between January 2005 and 19 May 2015, FMD had been the 

second most frequently reported disease by countries/territories to the OIE in terms of 

number (215) of immediate notifications.  

She mentioned that as of 19 May 2015, a total of 170 countries/territories had provided 

information on FMD for 2014 or early 2015, among which 28% notified the presence or 

suspicion of FMD in domestic animals only, 8% notified FMD present or suspected in both 

domestic animals and wildlife, and 1 % notified the presence or suspicion of FMD in wildlife 

only. She stated that during this period, 31 immediate notifications were submitted for the 

disease and that, in total, 37% of the reporting countries/territories in the world had been 

affected by FMD  during this period.  

She indicated that the seven FMD virus serotypes had been notified by countries/territories 

to the OIE between January 2014 and 19  May 2015. She showed the map of the 

countries/territories according to the different serotypes notified as well as of those which 

had not specified the serotype. She commented moreover the reoccurrence of serotype O in 

Algeria and Tunisia and that the two countries had previously been free of the disease for 

15 years. 

She emphasised that the risk of FMD incu rsion from neighbouring countries continued to 

be a critical factor to be considered in disease control and that these risks were mainly 

related to illegal movement of animals, animal products and other commodities derived 

from infected animals, as well as  movement of people and vehicles.  

Furthermore, she stated that wildlife could also potentially play a role in FMD spread and 

that in fact, control of FMD in Southern and Eastern Africa was particularly challenging 

due to the involvement of African buffalo (Syncerus caffer), the wildlife reservoir for the 

SAT types of FMD viruses. She added that between January 2014 and 19 May 2015, 

contact with wildlife had been indeed indicated as being the source of reoccurrences in 

Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia and Zimba bwe. 

Dr Cáceres stressed that FMD had been absent in the majority of countries/territories of 

the Americas, Europe and Oceania and that as of 19 May 2015, 45% of Member Countries 

successfully applied to be officially recognised as disease -free by the OIE o r as having an 

FMD free zone. A map with OIE Member Countriesõ official FMD status as of July 2014 

was shown.  

She said that some of the conditions listed in Chapter 8.7. of the OIE  Terrestrial Animal 

Health Code  to comply with requirements to be considered  as free from FMD related to 

surveillance and reporting and that having a record of regular and prompt animal disease 

reporting was essential, as well as the application of proper surveillance and permanent 

movement control of susceptible species.  

She indi cated that an analysis was conducted to evaluate the quality of information 

reported for FMD to the OIE through six -monthly reports for the period 2009 to the first 

semester 2014, for each Member Country and for each semester, an analysis was performed 

separately for domestic animals and wildlife.  
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She firstly described the results for the Member countries that did not send information. 

She stated that for each semester during the period under review, less than 2% of reporting 

Member Countries fell into the  category òno informationó for FMD in domestic animals. In 

contrast, the percentage of reporting Member Countries not providing information for FMD 

in wildlife was higher, with an improving trend over time, decreasing from 26% to 13%.  

Then, she presented the results for the Member countries that had reported FMD present; 

for domestic animals per semester the number of Member Countries ranged between 45 

and 63. She stressed that the quality of information provided for FMD present in domestic 

animals had imp roved between 2009 and the first semester of 2014. She said that the 

percentage of reporting Member Countries that had sent reports with the best quality of 

information, had regularly increased from 61% for the first semester of 2009 to 70% for the 

first s emester of 2014, and that at the same time the percentage of reporting Member 

Countries that sent reports with minimum information had gradually decreased from 39% 

to 30%. 

Moreover, she stated that the number of Member Countries reporting FMD present in 

wi ldlife had ranged between 13 and 20 per semester and that this number had remained 

relatively low during all the period and most of them had reported FMD suspected or 

present without specifying the serotype(s).  

Dr Cáceres continued presenting also the res ults for Member Countries reporting FMD 

absent. She explained that the number of Member Countries that reported FMD absent in 

domestic animals per semester had ranged between 100 and 119 and that 58% of countries 

had been able to successfully apply for or maintain an official free status or the recognition 

of an FMD free zone according to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the OIE Terrestrial 

Animal Health Code . She said that the situation had remained relatively stable between 

2009 and the first semester of  2014. She indicated that the number of Member Countries 

reporting FMD absent in wildlife per semester had ranged between 113 and 128 and that 

between 2009 and the first semester of 2014, the situation for wildlife was very similar for 

Member Countries rep orting FMD absent in domestic animals.  

She further explained that for each Member Country, a total score for the quality of 

information provided was calculated out of 100 per semester, based on the sum of the scores 

obtained for domestic animals and for w ildlife. She showed the median of total scores 

compiled by year, for both FMD present and FMD absent, indicating that the overall 

quality of information had improved with semesters, with a statistically significant linear 

trend. She explained that the over all median score had increased from 50 (out of 100) for 

the first semester of 2009 to 87.5 for the first semester of 2014 and that this improvement 

seemed to have mainly resulted from the decrease in the proportion of Member Countries 

that had not provided  information on FMD in wildlife, and of the improved quality for 

Member Countries that reported FMD present in domestic animals.  

Finally, Dr Cáceres summar ised the main results of the analysis realised by the World 

Animal Health Information and Analysis De partment  underlining that, to continue on the 

path of global control, the OIE encouraged its Members to implement effective surveillance 

programmes and to transmit information about their animal disease situation to other 

countries through WAHIS in order t o be recognised with an official FMD -free status. She 

pointed out that progress had been noted since 2009, for information provided for both 

domestic animals and wildlife. She said that however, there was still room for 

improvement, as some countries still  did not submit information or did not provide 

information on the FMD serotypes involved. She encouraged these countries to provide this 

information, in particular to enable other countries to implement appropriate preventive 

measures. 
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344. Evaluati on of the quality of reports submitted for diseases of aquatic animals  

Dr Cáceres began the second part of her presentation indicating the percentage of Member 

Countries that had submitted their first six -monthly reports for aquatic animal diseases for 

2014. She indicated that small regional disparities had been observed. More than 70% of 

the Member Countries in the Americas, in Europe and in Oceania had submitted at least 

their first six -monthly report for 2014 on aquatic animal diseases as of 19  May 2015,  while 

56% of Member Countries in Asia and only 43% in Africa had submitted their first six -

monthly reports by this date.  

Then Dr Cáceres presented the diseases most reported present to the OIE in 2014/2015 

through six -monthly reports and immediate notific ations.  

She said that since 2014, the World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department 

had measured several indicators to evaluate the quality of the reports as part of the routine 

validation process. She indicated that, for this presentation, some of these indicators were 

evaluated for aquatic six -monthly reports.  

She presented the percentages of Member Countries that had submitted their six -monthly 

reports for 2014, indicating that 86% of the countries had sent their terrestrial six -monthly 

reports  while 62% had sent their aquatic six -monthly reports for 2014.  

She stressed that only 46% of them had reported at least one disease of aquatic animals 

present and that this number was low compared to terrestrial animal diseases, for which 

98% of reporting  countries/territories had notified at least one disease present. She 

indicated that there were several possible explanations for these figures. She said that it 

was of course possible that OIE -listed diseases of aquatic animals were not widespread and 

were absent from most countries/territories. She mentioned that another reason could be 

that some countries/territories did not have sufficient surveillance and diagnosis tools to 

detect and report the presence of OIE -Listed diseases in aquatic animals, and t herefore had 

considered them as absent. She underlined that òno informationó might have been more 

appropriate in certain situations and that this situation might occur especially in countries 

where aquaculture was not a primary economic sector. She added t hat in some 

countries/territories, it was likely that the Veterinary Services did not have access to 

information for aquatic animal diseases, even though the presence of diseases in aquatic 

animals may have been properly diagnosed and a National Focal Poin t nominated.  

She stated that for countries/territories reporting at least one disease present, another 

indicator of the quality of six -monthly reports was the level of detail of the supplied data. 

She explained that countries/territories had the possibilit y to report quantitative data to 

the OIE for diseases present (including number of outbreaks, cases, deaths, etc.), and to 

provide details by month or by administrative division. She stated that 60% of aquatic 

reports including present diseases included qu antitative data. She added that for each 

reporting country/territory notifying diseases present in aquatic animals for the first 

semester of 2014, the maximum level of detail provided was measured. She specified that if 

several diseases or infections were reported present, only the highest performance in terms 

of detail was taken into account.  

Dr Cáceres stated that 38% of countries reporting at least one disease present for aquatic 

animals had used the maximum level of detail to provide information (by mon th and by 

administrative division) noting that this percentage was however lower compared to 

information provided for terrestrial animal diseases.  

She concluded this section by summarising the main results that showed important gaps of 

information for aqu atic animal diseases. First of all, not all countries had submitted their 

reports and regional disparities had been observed. She added that few countries reported 
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at least one disease present and many were not able to provide any quantitative data. She 

underlined that this raised the question of the capability of countries to detect these 

diseases or to access the information.  

Dr Cáceres emphasised that, to improve the situation related to information gaps for 

aquatic animal diseases, the World Animal Hea lth Information and Analysis Department 

had improved its procedures in several respects. She explained that for each 

country/territory, one specific person in the team was assigned to follow -up on 

communication related to all aspects of animal disease noti fication and that this strategy 

had strengthened relations between reporting countries/territories and the Department. 

She added that the verification process before validation of six -monthly reports had been 

revised and more clarifications were now requir ed from countries during the verification 

process, in order to improve the quality of data. She highlighted that, in 2014 and early 

2015 several countries had updated at once all their historical information for aquatic 

animal diseases covering several yea rs. 

Finally, she mentioned that Members Countries could also contribute to the improvement 

of the quality of data for aquatic animal diseases. She explained that to improve 

communication and facilitate reporting, it was recommended that Delegates of Member  

Countries should nominate National Focal Points for Aquatic  Animals and provide them 

with access to WAHIS. She concluded this chapter informing the Delegates that, in order to 

contribute to improving reporting on aquatic animal diseases, WAHIS training wo uld in the 

future be implemented for National Focal Points for Aquatic Animals during Regional 

Seminars.  

345. General evaluation of the different aspects of WAHIS against its main objectives  

In the third phase of her presentation, Dr Cáceres recalled  that since its creation in 1924, 

one of the OIEõs historic missions had been to ensure transparency in the global animal 

disease situation. She underlined that each Member Country had undertaken to report the 

animal diseases that it detected on its territ ory and that the OIE would then disseminate 

the information to other countries, which could take the necessary preventive action.  

She explained that to do so, the first version of the World Animal Health Information 

System (WAHIS) was created in 2005, to c ollect, store and disseminate information. She 

stated that ten years after the start of WAHIS, a performance review of WAHIS in terms of 

the first objectives of the surveillance system was provided, evaluating with key figures the 

current situation and det ailing the activities conducted by the OIE to improve the system, 

in order to better address the needs of its Member Countries.  

346. Sensitivity  

Dr Cáceres first indicated that sensitivity was one of the main objectives of any surveillance 

system. She stressed the fact that it was essential that the highest number of disease 

events was detected, to allow countries to apply necessary preventive measures. She 

recalled that, by becoming a Member of the OIE, a country accepted its legal obligation to 

make available to other Member Countries, through the OIE, whatever information was 

necessary to minimise the spread of important animal diseases, and their aetiological 

agents, and to assist in achieving better worldwide control and understanding of these 

diseases. She drew attention to the fact that this legal obligation ensured WAHIS a certain 

level of sensitivity.  

She noted that, moreover, to make its animal health information system more effective and 

to obtain the most exhaustive knowledge possible of the  distribution of animal diseases 

worldwide, the OIE had implemented an active search activity and verification procedure 

for non -official information and rumours relating to animal and public health. She 

indicated that this activity enhanced the OIEõs notification system as the information found 

as a result of the active search activity was evaluated and verified with the Member 

Country concerned for the purposes of official confirmation and its publication.  



ð 98 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 201 5 

She explained that the active search activity cov ered many different sources of non -official 

information disseminated by the media, animal and public health networks, scientific 

journals and publications, social media as well as the reports from OIE Reference 

Laboratories. She added that  the OIE involve d its Regional and Sub -Regional 

Representations in order to strengthen its network and reduce duplication and possible 

gaps. She informed the Assembly that in 2014, about 11 000 items of information (related to 

either WAHIS early warning or monitoring syste ms) had been verified and 12% of these 

were deemed relevant.  

She indicated that, for the early warning system, in addition to the immediate notifications 

submitted spontaneously to the OIE, 11 items of information related to possible exceptional 

events had  been submitted to countries/territories for confirmation and publication since 

early 2015. She added that, out of these items of information, six had been confirmed, and 

then published through WAHIS, but four had been left without any answer from the 

country. She underlined that this number represented the number of possibly true events 

that had not been published through WAHIS, and in other words, its reduced sensitivity.  

Then she indicated that between 2005 and early 2015, there has been a decrease in th e 

number of immediate notifications received as a result of the active search activity, 

indicating a better understanding and compliance on the part of Member Countries of the 

requirements for notifying diseases to the OIE. She informed the Assembly that, in 2015, 

up to 19 May 2015, only six of the 80 immediate notifications submitted had been received 

as result of a request for information sent to the Member Countries concerned. Ninety -two 

percent of the immediate notifications had been submitted spontaneo usly by the Member 

Countries concerned.  

Dr Cáceres emphasised that the overall aim of the Department in this respect was to 

improve the quality and sensitivity of the search activity and verification procedures by i) 

increasing and diversifying the number of sources of information; ii) reducing the time 

interval for verification of each item of information; iii) improving a protocol to standardise 

search and verification procedures; iv) reinforcing the team in charge of information 

tracking.  

Dr Cáceres concluded by saying that the OIE encouraged its Members to respond to the 

World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department enquiries related to 

information tracking, considering it as a global public good, therefore showing transparency 

and solidarity w ith other Members, allowing them to implement the necessary preventive 

measures to avoid the spread of pathogens and to reduce the potentially serious economic 

and social consequences that can arise.  

347. Reliability  

Dr Cáceres pointed out that the r eliability was one on the main objectives of all surveillance 

systems, and especially of WAHIS, in its capacity as a global animal health information 

system of reference for safe international trade of animals and animal products and the 

protection of huma n and animal health. She specified that ideally, every notification of the 

presence and the absence of a disease would reflect the reality of the national animal health 

situation, as known by the official Veterinary Services.  

She informed the Assembly that , to ensure a high reliability of information, access to this 

secure site had been made available only to authorised users, namely the Delegates of OIE 

Member Countries or the Chief Veterinary Officers of non -Member Countries, and their 

authorised represen tatives. She noted that, therefore; WAHIS data reflected the 

information gathered by the official Veterinary Services of each country and this was a 

major strength of the system. Moreover, she indicated that the information published for 

diseases reported present could be considered highly reliable, since the countries that 

shared this information did so despite the non -negligible economic consequences. 
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She added that another guarantee of data reliability consisted of the verification process 

undergone by a ll notification reports before validation and publication. She indicated that, 

if clarifications were needed, the World Animal Health Information and Analysis 

Department contacted the reporting country before validation. She then mentioned that, as 

of 19 May 2015, 504 six -monthly and annual reports had been validated for the year 2014. 

She showed the percentage of validated six -monthly and annual reports by number of items 

clarified by the Department with the reporting country after submission and prior to 

validation.  

She explained that in 2014 and early 2015, the Department had improved its procedure for 

the verification process before validation of six -monthly reports and that, as a result, more 

clarifications had been required from countries during the v erification process, in order to 

improve the quality of data.  

Furthermore, Dr Cáceres stressed that the OIE was continuously making efforts to improve 

the reporting system through WAHIS and to better address the needs of its Member 

Countries. In 2014 and e arly 2015, the World Animal Health Information and Analysis 

Department, in collaboration with the Scientific and Technical Department and the 

International Trade Department, started the revision of existing WAHIS Guidelines and 

their harmonisation with the  Codes with the aim of making the notification requirements 

more precise and more convenient for Member Countries. She concluded by informing the 

Assembly that these revised WAHIS Guidelines, now entitled ôNotification procedures õ, 

were available on the OI E Delegate website.  

348. Short notification delays  

Dr Cáceres indicated that short notification times were essential to allow other countries to 

take necessary preventive actions to avoid the spread of pathogens. She explained that, 

therefore, the OI E Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes  stipulated in Chapter 1.1. 

that, in accordance with relevant provisions in the disease -specific chapters, immediate 

notifications for OIE -listed diseases should be submitted to the OIE within 24 hours of their 

confirmation. She added that follow -up reports should be submitted on a weekly basis.  

She indicated that as of 19 May 2015, 241 immediate notifications and 1,150 follow -up 

reports had been submitted for OIE -listed diseases for 2014 and early 2015 and she s howed 

the distribution of submission times for both types of reports during this period. She 

indicated that thirty percent of immediate notifications had been submitted to the OIE 

within one day after the confirmation of the event. She added that 42% of fo llow -up reports 

had been submitted to the OIE within one week after the previous report, as stated in the 

Codes. She underlined that some reports had been submitted 49 weeks (almost one year) 

after the previous report.  

She encouraged the countries concern ed to make greater efforts at national level to submit 

immediate notifications and follow -up reports on time, so that other countries could take 

the necessary preventive actions and measures.  

She indicated that, however, one of the spectacular improvements  noted in 2014 was for the 

submission time of follow -up reports and she presented the trend in the average submission 

time of follow -up reports between 2005 and 2014. She indicated that this time fell from 

51 days after the submission of the previous repor t in 2013 to 21 days in 2014.  

She commented that part of this improvement might be explained by the considerable 

efforts made by the World Animal Health Information and Analysis Department, since 

January 2014, to encourage countries to provide their follow -up reports for exceptional 

events in a timelier manner.  
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Moreover, Dr Cáceres said that the OIE had made efforts to continue to organise regional 

workshops on WAHIS for National Focal Points for Animal Disease Notification to the OIE 

as well as global wo rkshops recently appointed National Focal Points. She indicated that 

two global and one regional workshops (in Bulgaria) have been organised in 2014 or early 

2015, to provide training in the use of WAHIS through presentations and practical 

exercises. She noted that the participants found these workshops very useful, and that all 

new Focal Points had been able to submit notification reports to the OIE thereafter.  

349. Data accuracy  

Dr Cáceres explained that data accuracy was another main objective of W AHIS. She 

recalled that the OIE endeavoured to collect data with a sufficient level of detail, to ensure 

that countries had access to all the information they needed and to avoid unjustified 

economic barriers.  

Therefore, she explained that the information required for exceptional epidemiological 

events through immediate notifications and follow -up reports was very detailed. She 

specified that, between 1  January 2005 and 19 May 2015, the OIE received 5857 follow -up 

reports for 1703  exceptional epidemiologica l events. She pointed out that, between 2005 

and 2014, the median number of follow -up reports provided remained constant, with two 

follow -up reports by event. For the first months of 2015, the median was higher, with three 

follow -up reports by event. She p ostulated that this increased results from the changes in 

the communication with countries of the World Animal Health Information and Analysis 

Department in 2014 and early 2015.  

Moreover, she underlined that the number of follow -up reports submitted to the  OIE had 

never been as high as in 2014, since 857 reports were submitted that year, compared to 

521 reports submitted yearly on average between 2005 and 2013.  

She explained that the information required in the context of the OIE monitoring system 

through six-monthly reports was not as detailed, since it related mostly to diseases where 

the situation in countries was stable. However, she recalled that, as  mentioned earlier and 

as of 19 May 2015, for the first semester of 2014, 65% and 38% of countries that reported at 

least one disease present provided the maximum level of detail, for terrestrial and aquatic 

animals, respectively.  

She indicated that for each country, one specific person from the Department was assigned 

according to his or her first language , to follow -up on all communications with a given 

Member Country related to animal disease notification and that this strategy had 

strengthened relations between reporting countries/territories and the Department and in 

parallel has improved the overall qu ality of reporting.  

350. Additional information  

Dr Cáceres highlighted that it was not only essential that Member Countries could access 

animal health data through the WAHIS Interface, but that they must also have the tools to 

understand the importan ce of the information.  

She indicated that, to make the information easier to understand, the OIE had adapted, the 

former òWorld Animal Health ó publication in paper form to a dynamic online version. She 

explained that this user -friendly online version, repl aced the paper version, improved the 

display of the information, allowed users to extract relevant data more easily from WAHIS 

and was updated continuously.  
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She added that the OIE was also improving access to WAHIS data by developing a new 

smartphone appl ication for WAHIS alerts. She stressed the fact that all information from 

immediate notifications and follow up reports would be available using this tool.  

Dr Cáceres concluded her presentation by summarising all the strengths of WAHIS, the 

obligation of t he Member Countries and the efforts of the OIE to continuously improve the 

quality of animal health information, highlighting the excellent response from the Member 

Countries during this period in terms of notification.  

Finally, she informed OIE Members th at, 10 years after the launch of the System, a 

questionnaire would be sent to all National Focal Points entering data into WAHIS, to 

evaluate their level of satisfaction with using WAHIS, identify the main challenges 

experienced during the notification pro cess and gather suggestions for improving the 

notification process.  

351. Dr  Karin Schwabenbauer, President of the OIE, thanked Dr  Cáceres for her presentation 

and for having accepted the proposals made by the Council concerning the information and 

analysis contained in her report. The President then invited the Delegate of the United 

States of America to address the Assembly . 

352. The Delegate of the United States of America, Dr Clifford, updated the Assembly on the 

highly pathogenic avia n influenza events in his country which were first detected in late 

2014. He started by presenting data on the number of cases and types of populations 

affected. Of the 196  cases detected, 19 were private backyard flocks that do not enter the 

commercial st ream. The remaining 177 cases were in commercial operations which to date 

involved 6. 8 million turkeys, 36.7  million chickens and 35  600 ducks. He emphasised that 

the United States has an active surveillance program with all commercial flocks monitored 

pri or to slaughter under the National Poultry Improvement Program (NPIP) and also 

conducts annual wild bird surveys.  

The Delegate then briefly described the wild waterfowl migratory flyways, pointing to the 

overlap that occurs between the Pacific Flyway of th e Americas with the Australia/Asia 

Flyway. It was at this overlap where migratory aquatic birds (waterfowl) on the 

Australia/East Asia flyway infected with the Eurasian H5N8 strain had introduc ed the 

virus to North America. Phylogenetic studies had shown t he Eurasian H5N8 strain had 

mixed with North American lineages to generate new combinations (or òreassortantó 

viruses) H5N2 and H5N1 that were at that moment detected in the United States of 

America.   

Dr Clifford summarised the epidemic curve for the premi ses affected since December 2014, 

and highlighted that an increase in cases had been observed in March 2015 but the curve 

was now in decline. The quarantines in States of Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho 

and Montana and in the Midwest in Missouri and Arkansa have been lifed.  

Dr Clifford further shared that while the original point introductions appeared to be 

through migratory wildfowl, the lateral spread in states in the Midwest could be attributed 

to breaches in biosecurity through fomites, includin g people, equipment and feed with 

possible contributions by rodents, and windborne dust.  

He stated that the spread of this Eurasian H5N8 suggested that it is well adapted to 

certain waterfowl species allowing it to survive long migrations, which represent ed a major 

change in the Eurasian H5 virus circulation. Dr Clifford concluded his presentation by 

emphasising that previously all H5N8 detected in the United States of America had been of 
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the low pathogenic avian influenza of North American wild bird line age, and different from 

the Eurasian H5N8 strain. He stated that they were working closely with the industry to 

improve biosecurity, and other control measures to prevent lateral spread. He added that 

the majority of the broiler industry of the United Stat es of America is concentrated in the 

south eastern part of the country and has not been implicated in the outbreak to date.  

353. The President of the OIE thanked the Delegate of United States of America and asked the 

Assembly to begin their comments on both presentations  

354. The Delegate of Mexico commended the excellent work of Dr Cáceres in encouraging 

countries to continue sending reports and to provide clear and plentiful feedback on the 

quality of the reports. He also thanked Dr Clifford f or providing information on the avian 

influenza outbreaks in his country. He stated that the countryõs proximity to and trade 

flows with the United States of America posed a high risk for spread of the disease to 

Mexico. He went on to say that the applicat ion of compartmentalisation, risk analysis and 

evaluation of epidemiological information helped to keep trade moving and to secure the 

flow of products such as genetic material and poultry products treated using thermal 

processes for food production, there by ensuring food security. He concluded by saying that 

it was important to continue applying technical criteria in data analysis because the 

situation was critical.  

355. The Delegate of New Zealand spoke on behalf of Quads countries . The Quads reaffi rmed 

the importance of reporting animal disease occurrence information to the OIE, and they 

commended the recent efforts made by the World Animal Health Information and Analysis 

Department to improve WAHIS, including addressing some of the errors in the sy stem. 

They thanked the Department for the improvements already made and they stated that 

they look forward to additional ones about to be made. The Quads also stated their 

appreciation of the Departmentõs current openness in acknowledging problems with the 

system and its willingness to discuss potential improvements. Then they emphasi sed that 

given the key role of WAHIS in communicating the disease occurrence information of 

Member Countries internationally, it was important to ensure the system is able to c ollect 

high quality data, minimising the possibilities for misinterpretation, and to support 

Member Countries to meet their reporting obligations. The Quads requested the Assembly 

of this 83rd General session affirm the importance of the World Animal Healt h Information 

and Analysis Departmentõs continued enhancement of WAHIS, including addressing the 

identified faults in the system. They pointed out that Assembly of Delegates would need to 

support the Director General and the Head of the Department as they explored the means 

to fund these developments. The Quads also supported the recommendation of the ad hoc 

Group on Notification of Animal and Pathogenic Agents that the OIE convene a group to 

align WAHIS with Article 1.1.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Hea lth Code  to help clearly 

define for Member Countries the amount of data required in reports, and to consider 

changes to WAHIS that would facilitate the ability of Member Countries to meet their 

reporting requirements. They urged the 83rd General Session to  adopt this 

recommendation in a resolution on WAHIS.  

The Delegate of New Zealand then congratulated Dr Cáceres for the continuing analysis 

made by the Department and he highlighted that in the analysis particularly related to 

brucellosis due to B. abortus , the data association and cau sation should not be confused. He 

added that bias and confounding contributions could be factors. He reiterated that New 

Zealand is a country free from B. abortus  and reminded the Assembly that a good 

surveillance programme, s tamping -out policy and movement control applied by each 

country could be good ways to control the disease , but these needed to be adapted to the 

local conditions. Diagnostic capability and capacity are particularly important 

considerations to ensure that s creening and confirmatory tests are applied appropriately 

prior to stamping -out decisions in order to avoid wastage . 
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356. The Delegate of Panama thanked Dr Cáceres for her presentation and the comprehensive 

analysis of the animal health situation, w hich was important not only for countries but also 

for trading partners. He then thanked Dr Clifford for his presentation, to which he wished 

to add two facts: (a) that the Mississippi flyway had been delayed by three weeks by 

passing through the Isthmus o f Panama and because the birds had stayed longer, there 

may have been more contact with migratory birds from the Pole flyway; and (b) that as 

hawk populations had increased over previous years, they had to be considered as 

susceptible populations.  

357. The Delegate of Senegal thanked the speakers. He stressed the fact that bovine 

tuberculosis and brucellosis were diseases of particular concern for developing countries. 

He pointed out that there was a lack of information concerning their epidemiologica l 

situations in Africa and asked for OIE support in order to better assess their prevalence 

and to apply adequate prevention and control measures. He also highlighted the global 

impact of avian influenza and requested support from the international communi ty to deal 

with the disease.  

358. A member of the Argentine Delegation thanked Dr Clifford for detailing the avian influenza 

situation in his country. He then thanked Dr Cáceres for the good practices adopted by the 

Department, which had led to a cle ar and positive enhancement of the quality of reports. 

He also commended the promotion of the use of Spanish as an OIE language and extended 

special thanks to Dr Vallat for his efforts in this area, before calling for Spanish to be 

further promoted as an o fficial language. In support of the previous comment by the 

Delegate of Senegal, he noted that, when analysing the brucellosis and bovine tuberculosis 

situation, consideration should be given to the fact that no significant improvement 

appeared to have been made over the past 11 years with either of these diseases. This may 

have been because the prevalence was greater in 2004 but this information had been under -

reported over that period.  

359. The Delegate of Chinese Taipei thanked both speakers for th eir excellent reports, 

particularly for the epidemiological analysis of highly pathogenic avian influenza. He 

highlighted that the disease affected his country, particularly in 2015 and he mentioned 

that within the report there was useful information which  could be very helpful when 

adjusting preventive and control measures against avian influenza in the future. He 

therefore asked for a copy of the presentations from both speakers in order to share them 

with his colleagues.  

360. The President , Dr Schw abenbauer, informed the Assembly that both presentations would 

be made available on the OIE website.  

361. The Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep. of the) thanked the speakers. He referred to the variety 

of ecosystems in the United States of America and unde rlined that the country should be 

vigilant regarding the effects of climate change on avian influenza . He referred to the 

presentation by Dr  Cáceres and confirmed that there were difficulties with the 

transmission of animal health information concerning no t only aquatic animal  diseases, but 

also for diseases of wildlife. He thanked all the Focal Points for their work and the OIE for 

its support. He nevertheless reminded the Assembly  that the notification of animal health 

information to the OIE was primar i ly the responsibility of the Delegates and that they 

should support efforts in this respect. He asked the OIE to continue with a quality analysis 

of notification reports received in order to encourage countries to provide better 

information.  

362. The Delegate of Canada thanked Dr Cáceres and her team for providing them with 

continued support in disease notification and also thanked the Delegate of the United 

States of America for sharing the information on highly pathogenic avian influenza in his 

countr y. She cited the importance and obligation of sharing information on the animal 

health situation between countries. She highlighted the importance of promot ing  laboratory 

capabilities and networks for rapid communication.  She reiterated the importance of 

notifying the information on viruses detected in wildlife , emphasising the fact that these 
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findings should not lead to unjustified trade barriers be ing imposed by other countries. The 

notification of virus detection in wildlife should be taken as a foresigh t and to gain better 

scientific knowledge on infection with avian influenza viruses, but it should not have an 

impact on trade between the country affected and its trading partners. The Delegate of 

Canada then requested the Delegate of United States of Ame rica to provide the Assembly 

with more information on the conference on avian influenza viruses to be held in the United 

States of America.  

363. The Delegate of Korea (Rep. of) thanked both speakers for their excellent presentations and 

explained tha t his country currently was facing difficulties in controlling the spread of 

highly pathogenic avian influenza due to subtype H5N8. He noted the presence of the 

disease in Japan and highlighted that it was important to know the migratory routes. He 

asked the Delegate of the United States of America to share information on which control 

measures were being applied by his country to prevent the spread of the disease from 

migratory birds to farms.  

364. The Delegate of Namibia thanked the President for th e opportunity to make his comment 

and congratulated the speakers on their excellent presentations. He said that from his 

experience with FMD  in southern Africa, the alert messages were meant , among other 

things, to inform current and future trade partners about the disease status. However, for 

countries that have FMD free zone(s), the title of the alert messages did not identify the 

specific zone(s) affected. He then suggested improving the title of the alert message to 

reflect the zone(s) affected to avoid  trade barriers. In addition, he supported the idea of 

train ing  on the use of WAHIS for  Focal Points for Aquatic Animals, and for  Delegates, to 

improve the reporting of aquatic animal diseases.  

365. The Delegate of Indonesia, after thanking the speakers, pointed out that brucellosis was a 

priority for his country. He stated that the disease had been eradicated in 15  provinces and 

islands using zoning. He added that a screening and stamping -out programme had been 

implemented among high -prevalence popul ations and that vaccination had been carried out 

in low -prevalence populations. He insisted that it was an important zoonotic disease and 

proposed including it in the One Health platform. In conclusion, he asked the Delegate of 

the United States of America  what measures had been taken to prevent the spread of avian 

influenza to grandparent poultry farms.  

366. The Delegate of Uruguay joined the previous Delegates in congratulating Dr Clifford on his 

presentation. He also commended Dr Cáceres and her te am for having improved the quality 

of information and the good relationship with focal points , as well as for promoting cordial 

and friendly relations between the Department and countries.  

367. The Delegate of Chile welcomed both presentations and co ngratulated Dr  Cáceres, in 

particular, on her excellent presentation, saying that the epidemiological analysis 

presented was proof of management and technical capacity of her and her team. He said 

that the analysis was very useful in ascertaining the globa l situation and making decisions. 

He added that the avian influenza analysis was important in view of the current global 

situation. He pointed out that migratory flyways were a major route of transmission of the 

disease, and their transboundary nature mean t that they involved many countries. He 

therefore requested the Department to conduct an analysis of migratory routes and make it 

available online so that countries could base their decision -making on the dynamics of the 

next migratory season.  

368. The Delegate of Eritrea thanked Dr  Cáceres and pointed out that during her presentation 

there had been no mention of the situation concerning tuberculosis of camelids. He asked 

whether this was due to under -notification for this species in particular or to a lack of data.  

369. A member of the Delegation of Sudan thanked Dr  Cáceres and the team at the OIE World 

Animal Health Information and Analysis department for their very fruitful collaboration in 

the validation of half -yearly reports of his c ountry. He stressed the importance of 
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brucellosis in his country and proposed setting up an international programme to control 

the disease. He concluded by asking for a One Health approach to be applied to brucellosis.  

370. Dr Cáceres thanked  all the Delegates and their representatives, saying that their 

comments had been gratifying and a matter of pride for the whole team. She stressed that 

this had been the result of teamwork with Delegates and national Focal Points. She 

confirmed the eviden t improvement in the quality of reports and communication with 

countries.  

In answer to the question from the Delegate of Eritrea regarding the analysis of 

tuberculosis in camels, she said that it had not been for lack of camel data but because the 

analysi s presented today had been confined solely to cattle.  

Replying to the comment from the Delegate of Chile, Dr Cáceres stated that an analysis of 

migratory pathways would be difficult because WAHIS did not collect information on 

migratory routes and it woul d only be possible to make an analysis based on information 

provided by countries on reported outbreaks.  

In response to the comment from the Delegate of New Zealand on the scientific grounds for 

the analysis of brucellosis control measures, Dr Cáceres sai d that she acknowledged his 

remark but that the information had to be treated with caution because it was a global 

analysis over a period of 10 years and needed to be viewed in context  as it is based on 

notifications by countries .  

To conclude, Dr Cáceres answered the comment by the member of the Argentine delegation 

saying that the differences presented in the analysis were statistically significant in the 

context of the analysis itself.  

371. The Delegate of United States of America thanked th e Delegates for their  comments.  

In response to the Delegates of Panama and Korea (Rep. of), he said that the United States 

of America considered that avian influenza had not yet been found in Atlantic flyway, but 

for preparedness for the next migrations, all the four flyways would be considered. He 

added that they would update the Delegates on the ongoing situation and expressed his 

hope that Member Countries would not take actions on the basis of positive findings in 

backyard flocks and wildlife, as menti oned earlier by the Delegate from Canada.  

In response to the Delegate of Congo (Dem. Rep. of) in the context  of the One Health 

approach, he pointed out that H5N1 started in Asia and the disease was never complete ly 

brought under control , thus leading to  the current situation with H5N8. He mentioned that 

it was the first time that HPAI had adapted  in this way  in wild birds and could spread to 

all the migration flyways. He emphasised the importance of working together to effectively 

control the situation.  

Answering the question of the Delegate of Canada, he informed the Assembly that the 

avian influenza conference would be held from 22 to 24 June 2015 in Baltimore, Maryland 

in the United States of America. He added that the invitations had been dispatched to  the 

major trading partners or to the countries which had suffered from avian influenza. He 

explained that there were limited places, but the outcomes of this conference would be 

shared with the OIE and Member Countriesõ Delegates.  

In response to the Dele gate of Indonesiaõs question concerning protection of grandparent 

flocks, the United States poultry industry has very good biosecurity practices in their 

grandparent facilities to prevent the introduction of avian influenza.  
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372. The Director  General of the OIE, Dr Bernard Vallat, emphasised that WAHIS was a tool of 

considerable importance for the OIE because it allowed the Organisation to deliver on its 

historic mandate. He thanked the World Animal Health Information and Analysis team, as 

well as the countries that provided the Department with experts, especially noting Brazil 

and Italy. He added that the OIE stood ready to welcome new experts sent by Member 

Countries. He also thanked the Institute for  Infectious Animal Diseases, and in partic ular 

Dr Tammy Beckham, for technical assistance with the  functioning of the  current version of 

WAHIS. He also stressed the need to create a new version of the system in order to meet 

new challenges. He pointed out that this project was included in the new OIE strategic plan 

and that it would therefore not be necessary to provide a specific resolution. He stated that, 

if the financial contributions of Member Countries were insufficient to finance the entire 

project, it may be necessary to consider a call for  donations via the World Animal Health 

and Welfare Fund.  

Dr Vallat thanked the Delegates for having invoked the One Health approach and 

underlined the zoonotic character of bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis. He believed that, 

given the high cost of cont rolling bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis, public funds would be 

required  and could only be obtained by demonstrating the zoonotic nature of these diseases . 

He pointed out that, in this respect, the OIE had persuaded WHO to mention  bovine 

tuberculosis in  its global zoonoses programme.  

Dr Vallat stated that training Delegates and Focal Points to use WAHIS, in particular 

Focal Points responsible for notification of animal diseases to the OIE, was essential. He 

added that he backed the request from Dr Cácer es for specific training on WAHIS for Focal 

Points for aquatic animals.   

373. The President of the OIE noted that setting up the new version of WAHIS was one of the 

points raised by Dr Eloit during her first address as Director General (Elect)  of the OIE. 

She concluded by affirming that this would be a key project over the coming years.   

374. The Delegate of Jamaica thanked the speakers . He first commented on the importance of 

migratory fl y ways in the spread of avian influenza and  pointed out that his country shared 

bird migration routes with the United States of America. He emphasi sed the need to 

strengthen collaboration between the countries of the Americas, and to set up a common 

early warning system for the countries concerned.  He also noted that in the past FAO and 

other international agencies for wildlife had been approached concerning controlling the 

disease. He recalled the importance of regional collaboration, in particular during the 

forthcoming migratory season which woul d start next August.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 1  

Approval of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities  

of the OIE in 201 4 and the Report on the current animal health situation worldwide: 

analysis of events and trends  

375. The President proposed a vote on Draft Resolution No.  1. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No.  1 at the end of this report.  

Presentation of proposed Resolutions drafted during  plenary sessions  

Adoption of Draft Resolutio n No.  14 

Amendments to the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals  

376. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No. 14. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No.  14 at the end of this report.  
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Discussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  15 

Procedures for Member Countries for the official recognition and maintenance of  

disease status of certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy and for the endorsement of nati onal official control programmes  

377. The Director General of the OIE briefly introduced Resolution No. 15 by explaining that it 

was a summary and compilation of previously adopted Resolutions to facilitate the 

understanding of Member Countries of th e procedures related to official recognition and 

maintenance of disease status and for the endorsement of national official control 

programmes.  

378. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 15 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously . The text appears under Resolution No.  15 at the end of this report.  

Disussion and Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  16 

Costs to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition  

of disease status of certain animal diseases or risk statu s of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy and the endorsement of national official control programmes  

379. The Director General of the OIE briefly introduced Resolution No. 16 by explaining that it  

was also a summary and compilation of previously adopted  resolutions to facilitate the 

understanding of Member Countries  regarding their financial obligations . He emphasised 

that this Resolution was not presented for negotiation as the financial obligations  

mentioned in the Resolution  have been previously agree d and adopted by the Assembly.  

He acknowledged some Member Countries had difficulties in finding sufficient resources 

and mentioned that the possibility for financial support from donors and the private sector 

could be explored by Member Countries.  

380. The Delegate of Bhutan noted that rinderpest was mentioned in the point 1 of the 

considerations and inquired whether it should be deleted as global freedom from  rinderpest 

had been declared during the 79th General Session and as Member Countries would  no 

longer be evaluated for official recognition of rinderpest free status.  

381. Dr Brian Evans, Deputy Director General , confirmed that all countries were considered free 

of rinderpest since the declaration of its worldwide eradication. He clarified  the importance 

of maintaining the chronology of previou sly adopted R esolutions and suggested to keep the 

text as presented.  

382. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 16 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The text appears under Resolution No. 16 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 29 

Amendments to the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code  

383. The President submitted for adoption Draft Resolution No.  29. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously. The tex t appears under Resolution No.  29 at the end of this report.  

Adoption of Draft Resolution No.  30 

Amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code  

384. The President submitted Draft Resolution No. 3 0 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanim ously and the text appears under Resolution No. 3 0 at the end of this report.  
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Adoption of Draft Resolution No. 3 5 

The use of information technology in animal health management, disease reporting,  

surveillance, and emergency response  

385. The Presid ent submitted Draft Resolution No. 3 5 for adoption. The Resolution was adopted 

unanimously and the text appears under Resolution No. 35 at the end of this report . 

SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION 

Activities and Recommendations of the Regional Commissions  
(Docs. 83 SG/11A and B)  

Regional Commission for Africa  

386. Dr  Marosi Molomo (Lesotho), President of the Commission, presented the report of the 

meeting of the Commission held on 2 5 May 201 5 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 83 SG/11B AF).  

387. She also presented the recommendations of the 21st Conference of the OIE Regional 

Commission for Africa, which was held in Rabat (Morocco) from 16 to 20 February 2015.  

388. The Assembly noted the report and also endorsed the recomme ndations of the Conference 

in Rabat . 

Regional Commission for the Americas  

389. Dr  Guilherme H. Figueiredo Marques (Brazil), President of the Commission, presented the 

report of the meeting of the Commission held on 2 5 May 201 5 at the Maison de  la Chimie, 

Paris (Doc.  83 SG/11B AM).  

390. He also presented the recommendations of the 22nd Conference of the OIE Regional 

Commission for the Americas, which was held in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, from 10 to 

14 November 2014.  

391. The Assembly noted the report and also endorsed the recommendations of the Conference 

in Guadalajara.  

Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania  

392. Dr  Zhang Zhongqiu (Peopleõs Republic of China ), President of the Commission, presented 

th e report on the meeting of the Commission held on 2 5 May 201 5 at the Maison de la 

Chimie, Paris (Doc.  83 SG/11B AS).  

393. The Assembly noted the report.  

Regional Commission for Europe  

394. Dr  Ago Pärtel (Estonia), President of th e Commission, presented the report of the meeting 

of the Commission held on 2 5 May 201 5 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 83 SG/11B EU).  

395. He also presented the recommendations of the 26 th  Conference of the OIE Regional 

Commission for Europe , which was held in Bern, Switzerland , from 22 to 26  September 

2014. 

396. The Assembly noted the report and also endorsed the recommendations of the Conference 

in Bern . 
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Regional Commission for the Middle East  

397. Dr Kassem Al -Qahtani ( Qatar), President of the Commission,  presented the report of the 

meeting of the Commission held on 2 5 May 201 5 at the Maison de la Chimie, Paris 

(Doc. 83 SG/11B ME).  

398. The Assembly noted the report.  

399. All the Presidents of the Regional Commissions expressed their appreciation of the quality 

of the work and management of Dr Bernard Vallat and thanked him warmly.  At the same 

time, they congratulated Dr Monique Eloit, the new Director General of the OIE as from 

1 January 2016, and expressed their support for the implementation of the OIE Sixth 

Strategic Plan.  

Dates of the 8 4th  General Session (May 201 6) 

400. The Assembly decided that the 8 4th  General Session of the OIE would take place from 

Sunday 22 to Friday 2 7 May 201 6. The Director General stated that the 8 4th  General 

Session would again be held at the Maison de la Chimie up to and including the Thursday.  

Technical Items for the 84th General Session (May 2016)  

401. The Assembly confirmed the following Technical It em already chosen the previous year 

from those proposed by the Sub -Commission for the Agenda and by the Council:  

ð Economics of animal health: direct and indirect cost of animal disease outbreaks  

Members would be sent a preliminary questionnaire on this it em. 

402. Further to a previous decision of the Council, a second Technical Item (without a 

questionnaire) for 2016 would be determined by the Council at its meeting in February 

2016 prior to the 84th General Session to enable the latest developments to be taken into 

account. 

Technical Items for the 8 5th General Session (May 201 7) 

403. The Assembly confirmed the Technical Item, which had been chosen from among the topics 

proposed by the Regional Commissions and examined by the Sub -Commission for the 

Agenda and was presented by Dr Modisane (South Africa):  

ð Global action to alleviate the thr eat of antimicrobial resistance : progress and 

opportunities for future activities under the ôOne Health õ initiative  

404. Further to a previous decision of  the Council, a second Technical Item (without a 

questionnaire) for 201 7 would be determined by the Council at its meeting in February 

2017 prior to the 8 5th General Session to enable the latest developments to be taken into 

account. 

Issuing of certificate s 

Animal health status  

405. The OIE Members listed below were awarded a certificate from the OIE certifying that the 

country, or a zone of the country, was newly recognised as free from specific diseases for 

which the OIE has a mandate to recognise a nimal health status: Australia, Austria, 

Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Finland, 

France, Hungary, Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, 

Morocco, Namibia, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines,  Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 

Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States of America . 
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Endorsement of an official national control programme s 

406. China (Peopleõs Republic of), India, Namibia and Venezuela were awarded an OIE 

certificate endorsing their official national FMD control programme.  Namibia  was awarded 

an OIE certificate endorsing its official national CBPP control programme.  

SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 

Report of the Director General  

on the Management, Acti vities and Administrative Work of the OIE in 2014  
(Doc. 83 SG/3) 

407. Dr  Monique Eloit, Deputy Director General, in charge of administration, management, 

human resources and regional actions, reported on new Delegates to the OIE appointed in 

2014 and the distribution of Member Countries by contribution category.  

408. She went on to present the main points regarding the administrative activities of the 

Organisation . 

409. She emphasised the importance of strengthening budgetary and financial  management at a 

time of growth in the activity of the Organisation.  

410. Dr Eloit then reminded the Assembly that the ninth meeting of the World Fund Advisory 

Committee had been held on 16 December 2014 , and that the ninth meeting of the World 

Fund Management Committee had been held on 20 May 201 5. She mentioned the efforts of 

the Working Group to establish performance criteria for activities financed through the 

World Fund . 

411. The Delegate of Canada congratulated the OIE for putting in place  performance criteria to 

assess the effectiveness of the investments made, especially those via the World Fund, as 

these criteria are particularly helpful to be able to report on the use made of funds allocated 

to the OIE  and to continue to canvass for the  allocation of new funds .  

412. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft Resolution No.  2, approving the Report of the 

Director General. The text appears as Resolution No.  2 at the end of this report.  

OIE Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year  

(1 January ð 31 December 2014)  
(Doc. 83 SG/4) 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  

413.  

414.  

415.  
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416.  

417.  

418.  

419.  

420.  

421.   
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422.  

World Animal Health and Welfare Fund  

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  

423.  

424.  

425.  

426.  

427.  

428.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports of the Auditors and the External Auditor  

and adoption of the Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year  
(Docs 83 SG/15 and 83 SG/16) 

429. The Assembly noted the report of the Auditors presented by Dr  Correa Messuti (Uruguay) 

and the report of the External Auditor, Mr  Selles, appointed by the OIE. Dr  Messuti 

strongly encouraged Delegates to raise the awareness of the relevant authorities to honour 

the payment of arrears or to consider an increase in contributions by a change of categor y. 
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430. The Assembly noted the report of the External Auditor and his recommendations, including 

control of staff expenses and the importance of continuing to replenish the Reserve Fund.  

431. The Delegate of Botswana congratulated the OI E for its accomplishments and urged 

Member Countries to pay their arrears to ensure the continued implementation of activities 

and to replenish the Reserve Fund of the OIE.  

432. The Delegate of New Zealand thanked Australia and Japan for thei r financial contributions 

through the OIE World Animal Health and Welfare Fund to support activities in the Asia, 

Far East and Oceania region.  

433. Draft Resolution No.  3 approving the Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year was 

adopted unanimou sly. The text appears as Resolution No.  3 at the end of this report.  

Acknowledgements to Member Countries and partners that made  

voluntary contributions or subsidies to the OIE,  

or contributed to the organisation of OIE meetings  

434. The Director Gen eral conveyed his warmest thanks to the partners:  

ð To Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, China (Peopleõs Rep. of), Egypt, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea (Rep. of), 

Lebanon, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Saudi Ar abia, Switzerland, United Arab 

Emirates, United Kingdom and United States of America;  

ð To the World Bank and the European Union (European Commission) ; 

ð To the International Federation of Horseracing Authorities (IFHA), the Maris 

Llorens Foundation and W orld Animal Protection (WAP) ; 

for their voluntary contributions or subsidies supporting the implementation of OIE 

programmes in 2014 ; 

ð To Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chad, China (Peopleõs Rep. of), Chinese 

Taipei, Estonia, Hong Kong  (SAR-PRC), Japan, Jordan, Former Yug. Rep. of 

Macedonia, Korea (Rep. of), Mexico, Niger, Russia, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia 

United Arab Emirates and Vietnam;  

for contributing to the organisation of OIE regional conferences, seminars and workshops 

held in 2014;  

ð To Brazil, France, Germany, Italy, Korea (Rep. of), Spain and United States of 

America;  

for providing staff remunerated directly by their country to assist with the implementation 

of OIE programmes in 2014.  

435. The Assembly unanimously adopted Draft  Resolution No.  4. The text appears as 

Resolution  No. 4 at the end of this report.  

436. The Director General also conveyed his warmest thanks to France for its voluntary 

contribution, and to Australia, Canada, China (Peopleõs Rep. of), France, Italy, 

Luxembourg, Oman, Turkey and the United Kingdom, as well as to the Fédération 

Equestre Internationale and the Latin -American Poultry Association, for their exceptional 

contributions in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, to contribute to the acquisiti on of 

the building at 14 rue de Prony. He had already informed the Assembly in 2014  that 

several other Member Countries had indicated their intention to participate in the  

subscription . The subscription remained open with a view to  modernising  building s, 

purchas ing the part of the building not yet placed on sale and  proceeding with  early 

repayment of the bank loan currently being repaid partially from rental income.  
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437. Draft Resolution No. 10 was unanimously adopted by the Assembly. The text appears  as 

Resolution No. 10 at the end of this report.  

Nomination of the External Auditor  

438. The President proposed that the Assembly renew the appointment of Mr Didier Selles as 

External Auditor of the accounts of the OIE for a further year.  

439. Draft Resolution No.  9 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  9 at 

the end of this report.  

Creation of an old -age pension fund for the staff  

of OIE Representations  

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  

440.  

441.  

442.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Budget  
(Doc. 83 SG/5) 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  

443.  

444.  
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445.  

446.  

447.  

448.  

 

 

 

Discussion and adoption of the Sixth Strategic Plan of the OIE  
(Doc. 83 SG/17) 

449. The President informed the Assem bly that the main lines of the Sixth Strategic Plan of the 

OIE for the period 2016 ð2020 had been discussed by the Council at its meetings in October 

2013 and February 2014. The final version, as proposed for adoption by the Assembly, had 

been validated by the Council at its meeting in February 2015. The President warmly 

thanked all the Member Countries that had helped to enrich the deliberations through 

their interventions at Conferences of the Regional Commissions or by submitting written 

comments.  

450. Dr Schwabenbauer emphasised that the Council had wished to have a short, succinct text 

so that the key messages on the OIEõs priorities for the next 5-year period would be explicit 

and more easily understandable for the OIEõs partners, namely donors and non -

governmental or professional organisations, as well as the general public. This new 

Strategic Plan would thus serve as the reference document for the term of office of the new 

Director General during the development of the Organisationõs annual work programmes.  

451. The President also pointed out that the adoption of the OIE Sixth Strategic Plan 

represented a new challenge for the Organisation. Based on the experience of previous 

strategic plans, the Sixth Strategic Plan set out t o consolidate the OIE õs core activities  

(scientific excellence, dissemination of quality animal health information), to pursue 

capacity -building programmes for national Veterinary Services for better global animal 

health governance, to meet new challenges especially in the field of processing animal 

health information, to ensure the robustness of procedures followed by the Specialist 

Commissions, Working Groups and ad hoc Groups, and finally to continue to modernise the 

administrative functioning of the Organisation to achieve greater efficiency .  

452. The Delegate of Sweden, speaking on behalf of the 28 Member States o f the EU, 

congratulated the OIE on the continuing and fruitful implementation of the Fifth Strategic 

Plan and conveyed her thank s to the OIE for the succinct presentation of the upcoming 

Sixth Strategic Plan, which clearly describes the challenges for the next 5 years . Finally, 

after thanking the Council for taking into account the comments made during the 

discussion phase of the Sixth Strategic Plan  with the OIE Regional Commissions, the 

Delegate expressed her support for the Sixth Strategic Plan . 

453. Draft Resolution No. 13 was adopted unanimously. The text appears as Resolution No.  13 

at the end of this report.  
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Eva luation of the OIE Specialist Commissions  

454. Following the adoption of the Sixth Strategic Plan and with a view to strengthening the 

desired scientific excellence of the Organisationõs activities, the President of the OIE  put 

forward a proposal to the Assembly for the creation of a Performance Committee to 

evaluate the OIE Specialist Commissions. Indeed, in light of the activity reports of the 

various Commissions and suggestions for improving the operating procedures put forward 

by some of them, the  Council had recommended that the performance of the said 

Commissions be regularly assessed based on an evaluation grid yet to be established. This 

would enable an annual assessment report of the activities carried out to be presented to 

the Council.  

455. The Delegate of New Zealand pointed out that it was a matter of interest for the World 

Assembly that the OIE Specialist Commissions were performing effectively and efficiently 

and so he strongly endorsed the proposal to form a Performance Com mittee for assessing 

the OIE Specialist Commissions. He  asked what the intentions of the Council were 

regarding making the reports of this Performance Committee transparent to the World 

Assembly.  

456. The President of the OIE replied that she considered it important for the elected members 

of the Council to be the first to be informed, as well as the Delegates of the countries 

providing experts , but that the subject had not yet been broached in detail . This issue 

would be raised at the next mee ting of t he Council in September 2015.  

457. The Delegate of Brazil, after highlighting the volume of work carried out by the Specialist 

Commissions, said that it would be necessary to reflect on how to rethink the working 

methods of the Commis sions, without creating a performance committee that could prove 

costly. 

458. The Delegate of Costa Rica supported the Delegate of Brazil and suggested thinking about 

the profiles of the persons that would constitute this committee before deci ding on such a 

performance assessment system for the Commissions.  

459. The President of the OIE replied that the composition of the performance committee 

appeared in the draft Resolution  and that there would be no additional cost for the creat ion 

of a performance committee because the meetings of this committee would be held, for 

example, on the fringes of the General Session. 

460. The Director General of the OIE then recalled the need to send observations to the Council 

so that it  could make proposals to the Assembly with a view to improving the work of the 

Commissions , where necessary noting the shortcomings of certain elected Members . 

461. The Delegate of Canada voiced support for setting up a process to assess the w ork of the 

Commissions and a framework for the role of the President and Vice -President in these 

Commissions. Concerning this assessment process, the Delegate stressed the need for a 

simple framework that allowed a str aigh t forward assessment.  

462. Dr aft Resolution No. 11 creating a Performance Committee to evaluate the OIE Specialist 

Commissions was adopted with one abstention (Costa Rica) . The text appears as Resolution 

No. 11 at the end of this report.  

Proposed 2016 Contributions Scale  

and 2016 Budg et Estimates  
(Doc. 83 SG/6) 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  

463.  
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THIRD ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION 

Activities of the Council  
(Doc. 83 SG/18) 

489. The President recalled the commitments she had made at the time of her election, and then 

presented document 83  SG/18, which summarises the activities of the C ouncil between May 

2014 and May 2015. She emphasised that the work carried out during the year had in large 

part focused on preparation of the OIEõs Sixth Strategic Plan for the period 2016ð2020 

taking into account the comments and proposals received from Member Countries. Matters 

relating staff policy, budgetary and accounting management of the Organisation were 

regularly examined, including the appropriateness of creating a Pension Fund for the staff 

of OIE Regional and Sub -Regional Representations taking  into account the budgetary 

impact.  

490. The Council also worked on preparing for the elections of the OIEõs statutory bodies due to 

take place in 2015, and in particular examined the criteria to be met by candidates for 

positions on the Specialist Commissions. A guidance note on this subject was sent to all 

Delegates in November 2014. The Council, having been informed that a single candidature 

had been received for the post of Director General, interviewed the candidate at its meeting 

in February 20 15. 

491. The Council was kept informed of relations with international partners and gave its opinion 

on monitoring of the network of Reference Centres (Reference Laboratories and 

Collaborating Centres).  

492. The President informed the Delegates  of her travels to participate in various meetings and 

conferences, which had enabled her to see the many achievements of the OIE.  

493. The President thanked all the Members of the Council who had helped her during her term 

of office to contribute t o the momentum of the Organisation.  

494. The Assembly adopted the report on activities of the Council as presented (Doc.  83 SG/18). 
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Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)  

and the Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources  (IB AR)  
(Doc. 83 SG/19) 

495. The Director General presented the Agreement with the African Union Interafrican Bureau 

for Animal Resources  (IBAR), approved by the Council. This is an update of the Agreement 

previously concluded on 19 September 2001  to adapt it to take into account the 

development of cooperation with IBAR.  

496. Draft Resolution No.  36 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  36 

at the end of this report.  

Agreement between the World Organisation for An imal Health (OIE)  

and the World Customs Organization (WCO)  
(Doc. 83 SG/20) 

497. The Director General presented the Agreement with the World Customs Organization 

(WCO), approved by the Council. This is an update of the Agreement previously sign ed on 

19 November 2008 to adapt it take into account the development of cooperation with the 

WCO. 

498. Draft Resolution No.  37 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  37 

at the end of this report.  

Memorandum of Understandin g between the World Organisation for Animal 

Health (OIE)  and the International Police Organization (INTERPOL)  
(Doc. 83 SG/21) 

499. The Director General presented the Memorandum of Understanding with Interpol, 

approved by the Council.  

500. Draft Resolution No.  38 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  38 

at the end of this report.  

Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)  

and World Veterinary Association (WVA)  
(Doc. 83 SG/22) 

501. The Director General presented the Agreement with World Veterinary Association (WVA),  

approved by the Council.  

502. Draft Resolution No.  39 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  39 

at the end of this report.  

Agreemen t between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)  

and the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES)  
(Doc. 83 SG/23) 

503. The Director General presented the Agreement with the Secretariat of the C onvention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), approved  by the Council.  

504. Draft Resolution No.  40 was unanimously adopted. The text appears as Resolution No.  40 

at the end of this report.  
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Verification of the quorum for ele ctions  

505. In accordance with the Statutes, the President verified the number of participants and the 

list of Delegates eligible to vote. As 132 Member Countries were present, the quorum was 

reached. Only 131 Member Countries were eligible to vote. As the number present exceeded 

the quorum  (91 Delegates present) , voting could take place, in the presence of 

Mr  Gaudemet, Legal Counsel. Dr  Clifford and Dr  Schipp were designated as scrutineers.  

Election of the Members of the Regional Commissions  

506. The President invited the Presidents of each Regional Commission to make proposals 

concerning the composition of the new Bureaux. She proposed a vote by a show of hand, 

which was accepted by the Assembly. The  Assembly adopted the following proposals for  the 

five Commissions  below: 

Regional Commission for Africa (unanimously)  

President  : Dr Komla Batassé Batawui  (Togo) 

Vice-President  : Dr Theogen Rutagwenda  (Rwanda) 

Vice-President  : Dr  Karim Boughalem (Algeria ) 

Secretary General  : Dr  Gaston Djonwe  (Cameroon) 

Regional Commission for the Americas (unanimously)  

President  : Dr  Guilherme Marques (Brazil)  

Vice-President  : Dr  Miguel Azañón (Guatemala)  

Vice-President  : Dr  Mark Trotman (Barbados)  

Secretary General  : Dr  Martine Dubuc (Canada)  

Regional Commission for  Asia, the Far East and Oceania (unanimously)  

President  : Dr  Zhongqiu Zhang (China [Peopleõs Rep. of]) 

Vice-President  : Dr  Sen Sovann (Cambodia)  

Vice-President  : Dr  Keshav Prasad Premy (Nepal)  

Secretary General  : Dr  Matthew Stone (New Zealand)  

Regional Commission for Europe (unanimously)  

President  : Dr Ago P ärtel (Estonia)  

Vice-President  : Dr Siala Rustamova (Azerbaijan)  

Vice-President  : Dr Lucio Carbajo Goñi (Spain)  

Secretary General  : Dr Budimir Plavģiļ (Serbia)  

Regional Commission for the Middle East ( unanimously)  

President  : Dr Kassem N. Al -Qahtani (Qatar)  

Vice-President  : Dr Abdulghani Y. Al -Fadhl (Saudi Arabia)  

Vice-President  : Dr Elias Ibrahim (Lebanon)  

Secretary General  : Dr Salah F. Abbas (Iraq)  
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Election of the Members of the Specialist Commissions  

507. Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases  

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions, the following 

candidates were proposed:  

President  

The only candidature was for Dr  Gideon Brückner (South Africa) , which was put forward by 

the Delegate of South Africa and supported by several other Delegates including Botswana 

and Swaziland.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Gideon Brückner  obtained 107 votes. 

The President declared that Dr  Brückner  had been elected.  

First Vice -President  

The only candidature was for Dr Kris de Clercq (Belgi um), which was put forward by the 

Delegate of Belgium and supported by several other Delegates including Luxembourg and 

Togo.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr Kr is de Clercq obtained 108  votes. 

The President declared that Dr de Clercq  had been elected as First Vice -President .  

Second Vice -President  

Two candidatures were put forward, the first for Prof. Hassan Aidaros (Egypt)  by the 

Delegate of Saudi Arabia, suppor ted by several other Delegates including Jordan and 

Lebanon, and secondly for Dr  Jef Hammond (Australi a) by the Delegate of Cambodia, 

supported by several other Delegates including Malaysia and the Philippines.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

The results of the vote were as follows:  

Prof. Hassan Aidaros   : 37 votes 

Dr  Jef Hammond  : 83 votes 

The President declared that Dr Hammond  had been elected as Second Vice-President .  

Members (3)  

Seven candidatures were put forward and the election took pl ace by secret ballot . The 

results were as follows : 

Dr Viktor Irza (Russia)  : 30 votes 

Dr Baptiste Dungu (Congo [Dem. Rep. of the] ) : 63 votes 

Dr Zhilang Wang (China [Peopleõs Rep. of]) : 39 votes 

Dr Ernesto Mendoza Mainegra (Cuba)  : 31 votes 

Prof. Hassan A idaros (Egypt)  : 32 votes 

Dr Juan Antonio Montaño Hirose (Mexico)  : 57 votes 

Dr Sylvia Bellini (Italy)  : 80 votes 

There was one blank ballot.  

The President declared that Dr Dungu , Dr Montaño Hirose  and Dr  Bellini  had been elected 

as Members of the Commissi on. 
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The President indicated that for all Commissions those candidates not elected would 

continue to be called upon to contribute their expertise through participation in ad hoc 

groups as required.  

508. Biological Standards Commission  

Further to the c onsultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed:  

President  

The only candidature was for Dr Beverly Schmitt ( United States of America ), which was 

put forward by the Delegate of Canada and supported by several other Delegates including 

Uruguay and Jordan.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Beverly Schmitt obtained 115 votes. 

The President declared that Dr  Schmitt  had been elected as President .  

First Vice -President  

The only candidature was for Fra nck Berthe (France) , which was put forward by the 

Delegate of France on behalf of the 28 Member States of the EU, and supported by several 

other Delegates including Jordan and Togo.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr Franck Berthe  obtained 1 17 votes. 

The President declared that Dr Berthe  had been elected as First Vice -President .  

Second Vice -President  

Two candidatures were put forward, the first for Dr Hualan Chen ( China [Peopleõs Rep. of]) 

by the Delegate of Japan, supported by several other  Delegates including Mongolia and 

Australia, and secondly for Dr Mehdi E l Harrak ( Morocco) by the Delegate of Morocco, 

supported by several other Delegates including Burkina Faso and Mauritania.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

The results of the vote were as follows:  

Dr Hualan Chen  : 71 votes 

Dr Mehdi E l Harrak  : 48 votes 

The President declared that Dr Chen  had been elected as Second Vice-President .  

Members (3)  

Six candidatures were put forward and the election took place by secret ballot . The results 

were as follows : 

Dr Ana Maria Nicola (Argentina)  : 56 votes 

Dr Alexei Zaberezhni (Russia)  : 36 votes 

Dr Mehdi El Harrak (Morocco)  : 77 votes 

Prof. Ahmad Mahmoud Al -Majali (Jordan)  : 26 votes 

Dr Anthony Fooks (United Kingdom)  : 59 votes 

Dr Peter D aniels (Australia)  : 76 votes 

There was one blank ballot and two spoilt ballots.  

The President declared that Dr  El Harrak , Dr  Fooks and Dr  Daniels  had been elected as 

Members of the Commission.  
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509. Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission  

Furt her to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed:  

President  

The only candidature was for Dr  Etienne Bonbon  (France), which was put forward by the 

Delegate of France and supported by several other D elegates including Uruguay and 

Argentina.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Etienne Bonbon obtained 117 votes. 

The President declared that Dr  Bonbon had been elected as President .  

First Vice -President  

The only candidature was for Dr  Stuart  MacDiarmid  (New Zealand ), which was put 

forward by the Delegate of Japan, and supported by several other Delegates including 

Cambodia and Singapore.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Stuart MacDiarmid  obtained 118  votes. 

The President decl ared that Dr  MacDiarmid  had been elected as First Vice -President .  

Second Vice -President  

Only one candidature was put forward for Dr  Gastón Funes (Argentina ) by the Delegate of 

Brazil, supported by several other Delegates including Paraguay and France.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Funes obtained 120  votes. 

The President declared that Dr Funes  had been elected as Second Vice-President .  

Members (3)  

Six candidatures were put forward and the election took place by secret ballot . The results  

were as follows : 

Dr Cristobal Zepeda (United States of America)  : 67 votes 

Dr  Masatsugu Okita (Japan)  : 93 votes 

Prof. Emmanuel Couacy Hymann (C¹te dõIvoire) : 75 votes 

Dr Salah Hammami (Tunisia)  : 77 votes 

Dr Taras I. Aliper (Russia)  : 47 votes 

Dr Georges Khoury (Syria)  : 16 votes 

There was one blank ballot.  

The President declared that Dr  Okita , Dr  Couacy Hymann  and Dr  Hammami  had been 

elected as Members of the Commission.  

510. Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission  

Further to the consultations at the meetings of the Regional Commissions the following 

candidates were proposed:  

President  

The only candidature was for Dr  Ingo Ernst  (Australia ), which was put forward by the 

Delegate of China (Peopleõs Rep. of) and supported by several other Delegates including 

Malaysia and Korea (Rep. of).  
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The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr  Ingo Ernst obtained 110 votes. 

The President declared that Dr  Ernst  had been elected as President .  

First Vice -President  

The only candidature was for Dr Alicia Galla rdo Lagno (Chil e), which was put forward by 

the Delegate of Chile, and supported by several other Delegates including Mexico and 

Panama.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr Alicia Gallardo Lagno obtained 107  votes. 

The President declared that  Dr Gallardo Lagno  had been elected as First Vice -President .  

Second Vice -President  

The only candidature was for Dr Edmund Peeler  (United Kingdom ), which was put forward 

by the Delegate of the United Kingdom, and supported by several other Delegates includ ing 

Sweden and Rwanda.  

The election took place by electronic voting.  

Dr Edmund Peeler  obtained 108  votes. 

The President declared that Dr Peeler  had been elected as Second Vice-President .  

Members (3)  

Four candidatures were put forward and the election too k place by secret ballot . The results 

were as follows : 

Dr Joanne Constantine (Canada)  : 99 votes 

Dr Maxwel Barson (Zimbabwe)  : 84 votes 

Dr Nelly Isyagi (Uganda)  : 45 votes 

Prof. Datoõ Dr Mohamed Shariff bin Mohamed Din (Malaysia) : 86 votes 

There was one blank ballot.  

The President declared that Dr  Constantine , Dr  Barson  and Prof. Mohamed Din  had been 

elected as Members of the Commission.  

Election of the President of the Assembly  

511. The President asked the Assembly to present candidatures for this e lection. The only 

candidature put forward by the Delegate of Lesotho was for Dr Botlhe Michael Modisane 

(South Africa)  supported by several other Delegates including Botswana and United States 

of America. The election took place by electronic voting . 

Dr Bo tlhe Michael Modisane  obtained 117 votes  

The President  declared that Dr Modisane  had been elected President of the Assembly of the 

OIE.  

Election of the Vice -President of the Assembly  

512. The President asked the Assembly to present candidatures for t his election. The 

candidature of Dr Mark Schipp (Australi a) was put forward by the Delegate of China 

(Peopleõs Rep. of) and supported by several other Delegates including Japan and Uganda; 

the candidature of Dr Hadi Al Lawati (Oman)  was put forward by the Delegate of the 

United Arab Emirates and supported by several other Delegates including Qatar and 

Bahrain . The election took place by electronic voting . 

Dr Schipp obtained 69 votes and Dr Al Lawati obtained 47 votes.  

The President  declared that Dr  Schipp had been elected Vice-President of the Assembly.  
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Election of the Members of the Council  

513. Following consultations during the meetings of the Regional Commissions, the President 

asked the Assembly to present their candidates for this election, as t he Assembly had 

unaminously agreed to vote by a show of hands.  

The following were unanimously elected as Members of the Council:  

ð For the Africa Region:  Dr Nicholas Kauta  (Uganda ) 

ð For the Americas Region:  Dr Joaquín Braulio Delgadillo Álvarez  (Mexico)  

 Dr Hugo Federico Idoyaga Benítez  (Paraguay)  

ð For the Asia, Far East  

and Oceania Region:   Dr Toshiro Kawashima  (Japan) 

ð For the Europe Region:  Dr Evgeny Nepoklonov  (Russia) 

ð For the Middle East Region:   Dr Hadi Mohsin Al Lawati  (Oman) . 

EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION 

Transfer of office to the new President  

514. President Schwabenbauer congratulated Dr Modisane on being elected President of the 

Assembly. She drew the Assemblyõs attention to the challenges facing the Organisation 

with regard to the Sixth Strategic Plan. She gave the floor to President Modisane.  

515. President Modisane thanked Dr  Schwabenbauer and congratulated all the elected members 

of the Commissions. He paid tribute to the sustained work of Dr  Schwabenbauer, the 

members of the Cou ncil and the Director General during the past years. He conveyed his 

thanks to Dr  Schwabenbauer for the effectiveness with which she had presided over the 

destiny of the OIE.  

516. On behalf of the Council, Dr  Modisane warmly thanked Dr  Schwabenbauer for her personal 

commitment and engagement towards the OIE.  

517. The Director General thanked the President and all the other elected officers. He also 

thanked the Delegates for their active participation and their willingness to seek a 

consensus despite cultural and contextual differences.  

Presentation of the adopted Resolutions and the Draft Final Report  

518. The President reminded the Assembly that the Draft Final Report is printed in two 

documents (the Technical Sessions and then the Admini strative Sessions).  

519. The Draft Final Report and the Resolutions already adopted during the General Session 

were distributed.  

520. At the invitation of the President, the Delegates examined the contents of the Draft Final 

Report, and the mo difications that some of the Delegates suggested to various paragraphs 

were duly noted. At the end of this review, the President declared that the Draft Final 

Report had been adopted, stating that the Delegates had until 15 June  2015 to submit in 

writing a ny rectifications to the report (no amendments being permitted to the adopted 

Resolutions). Beyond this date, the report would be considered to have been adopted in its 

final form.  
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Closing Session  

521. The President thanked the Delegates, the Rappor teurs and other participants for the 

quality of the debates. He congratulated the Director General, the staff of the Headquarters 

and Regional Representations, the translators, the messengers, the photographer and the 

security staff for the outstanding org anisation of the General Session. He also thanked the 

interpreters and ended his address by declaring the 83rd  General Session closed. He wished 

the Delegates a safe journey home.  

522. He invited the Delegates to return for the 84th General Session i n May 2016.  

_____________ 

.../Resolutions/Recommendations/Regional Commission Reports  
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LIST OF RESOLUTIONS 

No. 1 Approval of the  Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 

2014 and the Report on the current situation with regards to the events and trends of 

animal health worldwide  

No. 2 Approval of the Report of the Director General on the Management, Activities and 

Administrative Work of the OIE in 2014  

No. 3 Approval of the Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year of the OIE (1 January ð 

31 December 2014) 

No. 4 Acknowledgements to the Member Countries and Partners that made Voluntary 

Contributions or Subsidies to the OIE, or contributed in the Organisation of OIE 

Meetings and for the provision of personnel  

No. 5 Modification of the 2015 Budget  

No. 6 OIE Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 90 th  Financial Year (1 January to 31 

December 2016) 

No. 7 Financial contributions from OIE Member Countries for 2016  

No. 8 Planned work programme for 2016  

No. 9 Renewal of the Appointment of the External Auditor  

No. 10 Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries and donors that helped 

the OIE in the acquisition of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony  

No. 11 Creation of a Performance Committee for the evaluation of the Specialist 

Commissions of the OIE  

No. 12 Creation of a Joint Old -Age Allowance Fund for the staff of OIE Representations  

No. 13 Sixth Strategic Plan of the OIE for the 2016 -2020 period  

No. 14 Adoption of new or revised chapters for the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic 

Animals  

No. 15 Procedures for Memb er Countries for the official recognition and maintenance of 

disease status of certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy and for the endorsement of national official control programmes  

No. 16 Costs to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition of 

disease status of certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy and the endorsement of national official control programmes  

No. 17 Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries  

No. 18 Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Member 

Countries  

No. 19 Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of Member Countries  

No. 20 Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Contagious Bovine 

Pleuropneumonia of Member Countries  

No. 21 Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Member 

Countries  

No. 22 Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Member Countries  



ð 132 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 2015  

No. 23 Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Member Countries  

No. 24 Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Member Countries  

No. 25 Designation of Facilities as Approved for Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing 

Material  

No. 26 Combating Antimicrobial Resistan ce and Promoting the Prudent Use of 

Antimicrobial Agents in Animals  

No. 27 Animal Production Food Safety  

No. 28 Animal Welfare  

No. 29 Amendments to the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code  

No. 30 Amendments to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code  

No. 31 Adoption of new or revised chapters for the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines 

for Terrestrial Animals  

No. 32 Designati on of OIE Reference Laboratories for terrestrial animal diseases  

No. 33 High Throughput Sequencing, Bioinformatics and Computational Genomics (HTS -

BCG) 

No. 34 Register of Diagnostic Kits Validated and Certified  by the OIE  

No. 35 The use of information technology in animal health management, disease reporting, 

surveillance, and emergency response  

No. 36 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE ) and the African 

Union / Inter -African Bureau for Animal Resources (AU -IBAR)  

No. 37 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World 

Customs Organization (WCO)  

No. 38 Memorandum  of Understanding between the World Organisation for Animal Health 

(OIE)  and the International Police Organization (INTERPOL)  

No. 39 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World 

Veterinary Associat ion (WVA)  

No. 40 Agreement between the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the 

Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES).  

No. 41 Appointment of the Director General  
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RESOLUTION No. 1  

Approval of the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2014 

and the Report on the current animal health situation worldwide: analysis of events and trends 

In accordance wit h Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the OIE,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

To approve the Annual Report of the Director General on the Activities of the OIE in 2014 

(83 SG/1) and the Report on the current animal health situation worldwide: analysis of events 

and t rends (83 SG/2). 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 2  

Approval of the Report of the Director General on the Management, 

Activities and Administrative Work of the OIE in 2014 

In accordance with Article 6 of the Organic Rules,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

to approve the Report of the Director General on the Management, Activities and Administrative 

Work of the OIE in 20 14 (83 SG/3).  

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 3  

Approval of the Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year of the OIE 

(1 January ï 31 December 2014) 

In application of Article 15 of the Organic Statutes and Article 6 of the Organic Rules of the OIE,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

to approve the Financial Report for the 88th Financial Year of the OIE (1  January  ð 

31 December 2014) (83 SG/4). 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 4  

Acknowledgements to the Member Countries and Partners that made  

Voluntary Contributions or Subsidies to the OIE, 

or contributed in the Organisation of OIE Meetings and for the provision of personnel 

Having noted the voluntary contributions or subsidies received by the OIE in 2014 and the 

meetings organised by the O IE in 2014,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

REQUESTS  

The Director General to sincerely thank:  

1. Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, China (People's Rep. of), Egypt, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea (Rep. of), Lebanon, New Zealand, 

Norway, Panama, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 

United States of America;  

The European Union (European Commission) and the World Bank;  

The International Federation of Horseracing Authorities (IFHA), the Maris Llorens 

Founda tion and the World Animal Protection (WPA);  

for their voluntary contributions or subsidies to support the execution of the programmes of 

the OIE in 2014.  

2. Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Chad, China (People's Rep. of), Estonia, Former Yug. 

Rep of Macedonia, Hong Kong, Japan, Jordan, Korea (Rep. of), Mexico, Niger, Russia, 

Switzerland, Taipei Chinese, Thailand, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Vietnam;  

for their contribution to the organisation of OIE Regional Conferences, seminars and 

workshops tha t were held during 2014.  

3. Brazil, France, Germany, Italy, Korea (Rep. of), Spain and United States of America  

for the provision of personnel paid directly by their country to support the implementation of 

the programmes of the OIE in 2014.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 5  

Modification of the 2015 Budget 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES   
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RESOLUTION No. 6  

OIE Budgetary Income and Expenses for the 90th Financial Year 

(1 January to 31 December 2016) 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  
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RESOLUTION No. 7  

Financial contributions from OIE Member Countries for 2016 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  
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RESOLUTION No. 8  

Planned Work Programme for 2016 

CONSIDERING  

The Sixth Strategic Plan of the OIE, established for the 2016 -2020 period,  

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF T HE COUNCIL  

1. DECIDES  

To approve the Planned Work Programme for 2016 (Appendix I of document 83  SG/6), 

subject to prioritisation by the Council to ensure that expenditure remains within the 

allotted budget.  

2. RECOMMENDS THAT  

Member Countries provide the necessa ry support to allow the Planned Work Programme to 

be carried out, in the form of payment of both regular contributions and, when possible, 

voluntary contributions to the general budget and/or to the World Animal Health and 

Welfare Fund, or any other subsid ies to support the OIE activities.  

_______________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 1 January 2016)  
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RESOLUTION No. 9  

Renewal of the Appointment of the External Auditor  

In accordance with Article 12.1. of the Financial Regulations concerning the appointment of the 

External Auditor and the renewal of his mandate,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

To renew for a period of 1 year (2015) the appointment of Mr Didier Selles as O IE External 

Auditor.  

 

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 10  

Acknowledgements to the Governments of Member Countries and donors that helped the OIE 

in the acquisition of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony 

CONSIDERING  

Resolution No. XI of 30 May 2008 giving the Director General a mandate for the acquisition of a 

property situated at 14 rue de Prony,  

Having no ted the additional voluntary contributions received by the OIE within the framework of 

the subscription launched among Member Countries and other donors to contribute to this 

acquisition,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

REQUESTS  

The Director General to sincerely thank:  

- The Governments of Australia, Canada, China (Peopleõs Rep. Of), France, Italy, 

Luxembourg, Oman, Turkey and the United Kingdom for their voluntary contributions to 

support the extension of the Headquarters so that it corresponds to the development of 

the objectives of the Organisation,  

- And the Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI) and the Latin American Poultry 

Association.  

RECOMMENDS THAT  

This subscription remains open, until further notice, to the Member Countries and potential 

donors so as to finalise th e acquisition and renovation of the property situated at 14 rue de Prony 

and, if needed, to proceed with the total or partial reimbursement of the bank loan granted in 

2009 to acquire the first part of the building.  

_______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 11  

Creation of a Performance Committee for the evaluation  

of the Specialist Commissions of the OIE  

HAVING regard to the Organic Rules, and in particular Article 3 thereof, designating the organs 

responsible for carrying out the functions of the Organisation, and Article 10, thereof, stipulating 

that the rules governing the functioning of each of the Commissions are determined by the 

General Rules,  

HAVING regard to the Internal Rules of the OIE Specialist Commissions, and in particular the 

articles relating to the qualification of the members,  

CONSIDERING that the Sixth Strategic Plan reminds that the OIEõs reputation rests on the 

quality of the science to which the Organisation has access for its standard setting,  

CONSIDERING the need to create a body responsible for evaluating the work of the Specialist 

Commissions,  

THE ASSEMBLY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE COUNCIL,  

DECIDES  

1. A Performance C ommittee is hereby instituted, composed of a member of the OIE Council, 

the President of each Specialist Commission, the Deputy Director General in charge of 

Animal Health, Veterinary Public Health and International Standards, a senior official of the 

Scientific and Technical Department and of the International Trade Department, and 

responsible for establishing an evaluation grid for OIE Specialist Commissions for evaluating 

their work each year. The evaluation grid will be submitted for agreement to the Di rector 

General and to the Council.  

The work of the Specialist Commissions is evaluated each year by the said Performance 

Committee, which meets once a year and submits an evaluation report to the Director 

General established on the basis of the evaluation grid mentioned above. Thereafter, the 

Director General presents the report to the Council, which can then put forward proposals to 

the Assembly.  

2. The provisions of this Resolution shall enter into force on 30 May 2015.  

___________ 

 

 

 

 

Adopted by the Worl d Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015  
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RESOLUTION No. 12 

Creation of a Joint Old-Age Allowance Fund for the staff of OIE Representations 

RESERVED FOR  DELEGATES  
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RESOLUTION No. 13  

Sixth Strategic Plan 

CONSIDERING  

The document 8 3 SG/17 that introduces the draft Sixth Strategic Plan of the OIE, established for 

the 2016-2020 period,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES  

To approve the Sixth Strategic Plan of the OIE.  

REQUESTS  

The Director General to prepare annual work programmes, based on the guid elines of this Sixth 

Strategic Plan, with the corresponding budgets and contribution mechanisms, which will be 

submitted every year to the approval of the Assembly.  

______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 14  

Amendments to the Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (Aquatic Manual ), like the Aquatic 

Animal Health Code , is an important contribution to the international harmonisation of 

sanitary standards related to aquatic animals and aquatic animal products,  

2. Member Countries are asked for the c omments of their specialists for each new or revise d 

chapter of the Aquatic Manual  before it is finalised by the Aquatic Animal Health Standards 

Commission,  

3. The following new or revised chapters were sent to Member Countries for comment:  

2.2.2. Infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis  

2.2.4. Necrotising hepatopancreatitis  

2.2.5. Taura syndrome  

2.2.8. Infection with yellow head virus  

2.4.7. Infection with Perkinsus olseni  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

1. To adopt the new or revised chapters for the seventh edition of the Aquatic Manual proposed 

in Annexe s 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 of Document 83  SG/12/CS4 B, each text being authentic.  

2. To ask the Director General to publish the adopted texts in the on -line version of the Aquatic 

Manual .  

______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 15 

Procedures for Member Countries for the official recognition and maintenance of  

disease status of certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform encephalopathy and 

for the endorsement of national official control programmes  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) during the  62nd General Session 

adopted Resolution No. IX, ôCountries and zones that may be considered a s free from foot and 

mouth disease (FMD) õ, 

2.  During the 63rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolutions No s XII, XIII and XIV , 

which described the general procedure to update the list of FMD free countries and added 

contagious bovine pleuropneumon ia (CBPP) and rinderpest to the list of diseases for which 

status is officially recognised by the OIE in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 

Terrestrial  Animal Health  Code (Terrestrial Code ), 

3. During the 65th General Session, the Assembly adop ted Resolution No. XII, which required  

that Member Countries with an official free status, either for the whole country or for 

zone(s), confirm by official letter, in accordance with the relevant requirements of the 

Terrestrial Code , during the month of No vember of each year, that their official disease free 

status and the criteria by which that status was recognised have remained unchanged,  

4. During the 65th General Session, the Assembly also adopted Resolution No. XVII, which 

delegated to the Scientific  Commission  for Animal Diseases  (Scientific Commission) the 

authority to recognise, without further Assembly consultation, that a Member Country or 

zone has regained its previously recognised FMD free status following outbreaks that have 

been eradicated in  accordance with the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code,  

5.  During the 67th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XVI , which described  

the general procedure to be followed by the OIE Member Countries wishing to achieve an 

official ly recognised status according to the provisions of the relevant chapters of the 

Terrestrial Code  and made official recognition contingent to  a 60-day consultative period 

given to  all Member Countries õ Delegates, 

6.  During the 69th General Session, the As sembly adopted Resolution No. XV , which added 

bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) to the list of diseases for which status is officially 

recognised by the OIE , 

7. During the 72nd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXIV, which 

extended the authority of the Scientific Commission to recognise, without further Assembly 

consultation, that a Member Country or zone has regained its previously recognised disease 

free status following outbreaks that have been eradicated in accordance with the re levant 

provisions of the Terrestrial Code  to the other diseases included in the procedure of official 

status recognition ,  

8.  During the 73rd and the 74th General Sessions, the Assembly adopted Resolutions No. XXVI 

and No. XXVII, respectively, which estab lished a new procedure for BSE status recognition 

based on risk assessment and described three categories of BSE risk status (negligible, 

controlled and undetermined),  
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9. During the 75 th  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  XXXII , which 

in troduced in the Terrestrial Code  the concept of an FMD containment zone, allowing a 

Member Country to establish an FMD containment zone  for the purpose of minimising the 

impact of an outbreak of FMD  on an entire free country or zone,  

10. During the 76th  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXII , which  compiled 

and updated  the procedures that Member Countries should follow to achieve recognition and 

maintenance of official status of certain animal diseases ,  

11. During the 79th General Sessi on, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 18, which declared 

global freedom of rinderpest, and Resolution No. 26, which suspended the duty of Member 

Countries to annually confirm rinderpest free status ,  

12. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly also adopted Resolutions Nos 19 and 26, 

which established  the endorsement by the OIE of a  national  official control programme for 

FMD being in compliance with the provisions of the chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Code , 

13. During the 79th General Session, th e Assembly noted that an explanatory document 

outlining the standard operating procedures for official disease status evaluations had been 

compiled by the OIE Headquarters for the benefit of Member Countries and the document 

was published and kept up -to-date on the OIE website , 

14. During the 80th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 19, which added 

African horse sickness (AHS) to the list of diseases for which status is officially recognised by 

the OIE in accordance with the relevant provis ions of the Terrestrial  Code, 

15. During the 80th General Session, the Assembly also adopted Resolution No. 25 , which 

updated  the procedures that Member Countries should follow to achieve recognition and 

maintenance of official status of certain animal dis eases or endorsement of a  national  official 

control programme  for FMD , 

16. During the 8 1st General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 29, which added  

classical swine fever (CSF) and peste des petits ruminants (PPR)  to the list of diseases for 

whi ch status is officially recognised by the OIE and established  the endorsement by the OIE 

of a national official control programme for PPR in accordance with the relevant provisions of 

the Terrestrial  Code, 

17. During the 8 1st General Session, the Assembly also adopted Resolution No. 30, which  

updated the procedure that Member Countries should follow to achieve recognition and 

maintenance of official status of certain animal diseases or endorsement of a national official 

control programme,  

18. During the 82 nd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 31, which 

established the endorsement by the OIE of a national official control programme for CBPP, 

in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial  Code, and Resolution No. 21, 

which described the procedure that Member Countries should follow to achieve the 

endorsement  of a national official control programme for CBPP,  

19. Financial obligations due by Member Countries applying for official recognition of disease 

status and for the endorse ment of a national official control programme have been 

determined and updated in specific resolutions,  

20. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by OIE Delegates of 

Member Countries ,  
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21. The OIE is not responsible for public ation or maintenance of Member C ountr iesõ or zonal 

disease status based on inaccurate information or untimely or non -reporting to the OIE 

Headquarters of changes in epidemiological status or other significant events subsequent to 

the initial declaration,  

22. The OIE is also not responsible for publication or maintenance of the endorsement of 

Member Countriesõ national official control programme based on inaccurate information or 

non-reporting to the OIE Headquarters of significant changes in the implementa tion of 

relevant measures in the Member Country subsequent to the endorsement of the national 

official control programme.  

THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES   

1. That the OIE Member Countries wishing to be officially recognised and listed for a disease 

status for AHS, C BPP, CSF, FMD , PPR and risk status for BSE or for the endorsement of 

their national official control programme  for CBPP, FMD and PPR  have to provide 

documented evidence that they comply with the disease specific provisions of the Terrestrial 

Code for the r ecognition of disease status or endorsement of a national official control 

programme as well as the specific guidelines contained in disease specific questionnaires and 

the general provisions for Veterinary Services as outlined in Chapters 1.1., 1.6., 3.1. and 3.2. 

of the Terrestrial Code.  

2. That the Scientific Commission, following the evaluation of documented evidence provided by 

a Member Country for the recognition or reinstatement of a specific disease status or 

endorsement of a national official contr ol programme for CBPP, FMD or PPR, may request, 

in consultation with the Director General of the OIE, a mission of experts to the applicant 

Member Country to verify compliance by that Member Country with the provisions of the 

Terrestrial Code for the contr ol of that particular disease.  

3. That the Scientific Commission, following the allocation of a specific disease status, a BSE 

risk status or endorsement of a national official control programme for CBPP, FMD or PPR, 

may request, in consultation with the Director General of the OIE, a mission of experts to the 

Member Country to monitor the maintenance of the allocated disease or risk status or the 

progress of the national official control programme and to verify continuous compliance by 

that Member Country  with the provisions of the Terrestrial Code  for the control of that 

particular disease.  

4. That in the event of the application  for an official status to be assigned to a new zone 

adjacent to another zone having already the same official status, the Dele gate should 

indicate, in writing to the Director General, whether the new zone is being  merged with the 

adjoining zone to become one enlarged zone, and, if the two zones remain separate,  provid e 

details on the control measures to be applied for the mainten ance of the status of the 

separate zones and particularly on the identification and movement of animals between the 

two zones of the same status in accordance with Chapter 4.3.  of the Terrestrial Code .  

5. That the recognition by the Assembly of the diseas e status or BSE risk status of a Member 

Country or the endorsement of its national official control programme for CBPP, FMD or 

PPR following the recommendation made by the Scientific Commission is contingent upon a 

60-day consultative period by all Member Countriesõ Delegates for all new disease status 

recognitions, changes in the category of disease free status or BSE risk status as specified in 

the Terrestrial Code, changes in the boundaries of an existing free zone, and endorsement of 

a national official  control programme.  
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6. To delegate to the Scientific Commission the authority to recognise, without further 

Assembly consultation, that a Member Country or a zone within its territory has regained its 

previously recognised disease status following outbre aks or infections as appropriate, in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Terrestrial Code.  

7. To delegate to the Scientific Commission the authority to recognise, without further 

Assembly consultation, the reinstatement of the free status of a Member Country or a zone 

outside of a containment  zone on evaluation of documented evidence provided by that 

Member Country that a containment zone  has been established in accordance with the 

provisions of the Terrestrial Code .  

8. To delegate to the Scien tific Commission the authority to confirm or reject, without further 

Assembly consultation, the maintenance of the allocated BSE risk status of a Member 

Country or a zone following a report of a change in the epidemiological situation by the 

Delegate of th e Member Country.  

9. That a Member Country can maintain its recognised disease status, its recognised BSE risk 

status or the OIE endorsement of its national official control programme for CBPP, FMD or 

PPR, provided that the Delegate submits, during the mo nth of November of each year, to the 

Director General of the OIE the relevant information as prescribed in the Terrestrial Code  

and that the Scientific Commission is satisfied that the requirements of the Terrestrial Code  

continue to be met.  

10. That furt her to the declaration of global eradication of rinderpest in 2011, Member Countries 

are exempt from annual reconfirmation for rinderpest free status.  

11. That when a Member Country having an officially recognised disease status or an endorsed 

national of ficial control programme for CBPP, FMD or PPR has failed to comply with the 

conditions for maintenance of this status or endorsement as prescribed in the Terrestrial 

Code, it is deleted from the list of officially recognised Member Countries or zones or fr om the 

list of Member Countries having an endorsed national official control programme presented 

yearly to the Assembly for adoption.  

12. That a Member Country having  been deleted from the list mentioned in the previous 

paragraph can apply again for recog nition of the lost disease status or endorsement of the 

national official control programme for CBPP, FMD or PPR by re -submitting documented 

evidence to the Director General for evaluation by the Scientific Commission.  

13. That the Delegates of Member Cou ntries should document and clarify aspects of Veterinary 

Services and the specific animal health situation in non -contiguous territories covered by the 

same Veterinary Authority when submitting new applications for official recognition of 

disease status or  endorsement of national official control programme.  

14. That financial participation of Member Countries to the cost of official recognition and 

endorsement procedures  is determined by Resolution No. 16 of the 83rd General Session.  

15. This Resolution No. 15 cancels and replaces Resolution No. 30 of the 81st General Session 

and Resolution No. 21  of the 82nd General Session. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 201 5  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May  2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 16  

Costs to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official recognition 

of disease status of certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

and the endorsement of national official control programmes  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 70th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates ( the  Assembly)  

adopted Resolution No. XVIII , which inform ed all Delegates wishing to have their countries 

evaluated for bovine spongiform encephalopathy ( BSE), foot and mouth disease ( FMD ), 

rinderpest and contagious bovine pleuropneumonia ( CBPP) official status, of the procedures 

to be followed  for payment to the OIE of a fixed amount to offset a portion of the costs 

incurred in conducting the assessment; Member Countries applying for evaluation should 

submit with their application the amount of nine thousand Euros (9,000 û) for BSE, of seven 

thousand Euros (7,000 û) each for FMD and CBPP,  

2. Resolution No. XVIII  of the 70th  General Session also stated that Least Developed Countries 

need to submit only half the amounts mentioned; that this payment would cover the 

complete cost of one application for evaluation; that the money submitted would not be 

refunded, even in the case of an application not being approved; th at payment would be 

required only when a Member Country applies for recognition for the first time; and that for 

subsequent applications only half of the initial sum would be charged,  

3. During the 76th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. XXIII, which 

updated Delegates on the costs to be covered by Member Countries applying for the official 

recognition of disease status for BSE, FMD and CBPP, and clarified that the costs of possible 

additional country missions was not included in these amou nts,  

4. During the 79th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 20 , which described 

the financial obligation due by Member Countries applying for the endorsement of a national 

official control programme for FMD, following the inclusion of this  new possible step in the 

procedure for official recognition , 

5. During the 80th General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 26, which  updated 

the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of official 

recognition of disea se status of certain animal diseases and for the endorsement of a national 

official control programme to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE in the evaluation 

process, and described the financial obligation due by Member Countries applying for the 

official recognition of disease status for African horse sickness (AHS) following the inclusion 

of this disease in the procedure for official recognition,  

6. During the 81st General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolutions Nos 31 and 44 , which 

described th e financial obligations due by Member  Countrie s applying for the official 

recognition of disease status for PPR and CSF and for the endorsement of a national official 

control programme for PPR following the inclusion of these diseases in the procedure for 

official recognition,  

7. During the 82nd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 22 , which described 

the financial obligations due by Member Countries applying for the endorsement of a 

national official control programme for CBPP, following th e inclusion of this new possible 

step in the procedure for official recognition,  

8. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedures for Member Countries to follow for the official recognit ion of 

disease status and the endorsement of a national official control programme.  
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THE ASSEMBLY  

DECIDES   

1. For new applications, the full amount for each evaluation of a disease status for AHS, CBPP, 

CSF, FMD, PPR and risk status for BSE or for the endor sement of a national official control 

programme for CBPP, FMD and PPR will be required only when a Member Country not 

having already an officially recognised country or zonal disease status for the particular 

disease or diseases under consideration,  or not  having an endorsed national official control 

programme,  applies for recognition of status for that disease or for endorsement of national 

official control programme for the first time.  

2. The full amount is nine thousand Euros (9,000 û) for AHS, BSE and CSF, seven thousand 

Euros (7,000 û) for CBPP and FMD , five thousand Euros (5,000 û) for PPR irrespective of 

whether the application for evaluation is for a Member  Country õs whole national territory or 

only for one or several zones within the Member  Country õs territory. The full amount is two 

thousand Euros (2,000 û) for the endorsement of a national official control programme for 

CBPP, FMD and PPR. The costs of possible country missions are not included in these 

amounts.  

3. For subsequent additional applica tions possibly submitted for the same disease (e.g. 

recognition of an additional zone or change in category of a Member  Country õs disease status, 

merging of zones or recovery of status along with enlargement of the zone under 

consideration, re -submission f urther to a previously rejected application)  or for endorsement 

of a national official control programme (in the event of the OIE having withdrawn its 

endorsement due to non -compliance with commitments relating to the initial recognition of 

the programme) , only half of the initial amount will be charged for each disease  or 

programme .  

4. In the event of re -submission of an application for endorsement of a national official control 

programme by a Member Country whose previous application was rejected, only a  quarter of 

the initial amount will be charged.  

5. Application for reinstatement of a formerly recognised disease status, including the 

establishment or lifting of a containment zone, or seeking  for confirmation of maintenance of 

the recognised disease sta tus, will not be charged, provided that the application is for the 

reinstatement of the same disease status within the same country or the same zone(s) as 

described by the Delegate for the initial recognition of disease status.  

6. For all applications of L east Developed Countries, only half the amounts mentioned above 

are payable. The eligibility of Member  Countrie s for these reduced amounts is based on the 

current official United Nations list of Least Developed Countries at the time of the OIEõs call 

for capitals.  

7. The amount transferred with any application will not be refunded, even in the case of 

applications that are withdrawn, are not compliant on a technical basis or are not approved 

by either the Scientific Commission  for Animal Disease  or the Assembly .  

8. The costs of a possible OIE mission to a Member Country related to official disease status or 

national official control programme needs to be defrayed by the Member Country concerned.  

9. This Resolution No. 16 cancels and replaces Resolution No. 26 adopted at the 80th General 

Session, Resolutions Nos 31 and 44 adopted at the 81st  General Session and Resolution 

No. 22 adopted at the 82nd General Session. 

_______________ 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 28 May 2015  

in view  of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 17  

Recognition of the Foot and Mouth Disease Status of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During  the 62nd General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

established a procedure fo r annually updating a List of Member Countries and zones 

recognised as free from foot and mouth disease (FMD) according to the provisions of the 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code ), 

2. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolu tion No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status for certain animal diseases, including FMD,  

3. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  16, which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of disease status to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegates  of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countr iesõ or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information  or untimely reporting 

to the OIE Headquart ers of changes in epidemiological status or other significant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from FMD,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries recognised as FMD free 

where vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the 

Terrestrial Code : 

Albania  

Australia  

Austria  

Belarus  

Belgium  

Belize 

Bosnia and  

   Herzegovina  

Brunei  

Bulgaria  

Canada 

Chile  

Costa Rica 

Croatia  

Cuba 

Cyprus  

Czech Republic  

Denmark  

Dominican Republic  

El Salvador  

Estonia  

Finland  

Former Yug. Rep. of 

Macedonia  

France 

Germany  

Greece 

Guatemala  

Guyana  

Haiti  

Honduras  

Hungary  

Iceland  

Indonesia  

Ireland  

Italy  

Japan 

Latvia  

Lesotho 

Lithuania  

Luxembourg  

Madagascar  

Malta  

Mauritius  

Mexico 

Montenegro  

Netherlands  

New Caledonia  

New Zealand  

Nicaragua  

Norway  

Panama 

Philippines  

Poland 

Portugal  

Romania  

San Marino  

Serbia1 

Singapore 

Slovakia  

Slovenia  

Spain  

Swaziland  

Sweden 

Switzerland  

Ukraine  

United Kingdom  

United States of  

   America  

Vanuatu  

                                                      

1  Excluding Kosovo administered by the United Nations.  
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2. The Directo r General publish the following List of Member Countries recognised as FMD free 

where vaccination is practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the Terrestrial 

Code: 

Uruguay.  

3. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countrie s having FMD free 

zones2 where vaccination is not practised, according to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the 

Terrestrial Code : 

Argentina : one zone designated by the Delegate of Argentina in a document addressed to 

the Director General in January 2007;  

the summer pasture zone in the Province of San Juan as designated by the 

Delegate of Argentina in a document addressed to the Director General in 

April 2011;  

Patagonia Norte A as  designated by the Delegate of Argentina in a document 

addressed to the Directo r General in October 2013;  

Bolivia : one zone in  the Macro -region of the Altiplano designated by the Delegate of 

Bolivia in documents addressed to the Director General in November 2011;  

Botswana : four zones designated by the Delegate of Botswana in document s addressed to 

the Director General in August and November 2014 as follows:  

- one zone consisting of Zones 3c (Dukwi), 4b, 5, 6a, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13;  

- one zone consisting of Zone 3c (Maitengwe);  

- one zone covering Zone 4a; 

- one zone covering Zone 6b; 

Braz il : State of Santa Catarina  designated by the Delegate of Brazil in a document 

addressed to the Director General in February 2007 ; 

Colombia : one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to 

the Director General in November 1995 and  in April 1996 (Area I - Northwest 

region of Chocó Department);  

one zone designated by the Delegate of Colombia in documents addressed to 

the Director General in January 2008 (Archipelago de San Andrés and 

Providencia);  

Ecuador :  one zone consisting of the  insular territory of the Galapagos, as designated by 

the Delegate of Ecuador in a document addressed to the Director General in 

August 2014;  

Kazakhstan :  one zone consisting of the regions of Akmola, Aktobe, Atyrau, West 

Kazakhstan, Karaganda, Kostanay, Mangystau, Pavlodar and North 

Kazakhstan, as designated by the Delegate of Kazakhstan in a document 

addressed to the Director General in August 2014;  

Malaysia : one zone covering the provinces of Sabah and Sarawak as designated by the 

Delegate of Malaysia in a document addressed to the Director General in 

December 2003; 

                                                      

2  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Member Countries recognised as FMD free, 
enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  
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Moldova : one zone designated by the Delegate of Moldova in a document addressed to 

the Director General in July 2008;  

Namibia : one zone designated by the Delegate of Namibia in a document a ddressed to 

the Director General in February 1997;  

Peru: one zone consisting of three  merged zones as designated by the Delegate of 

Peru in documents addressed to the Director General in December 2004 , in 

January 2007  and in August 2012 ; 

South Africa : one zone designated by the Delegate of South Africa in documents addressed 

to the Director General in May 2005 and January 2014.  

4. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries having FMD free 

zones3 where vaccination is practised, accordin g to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the 

Terrestrial Code : 

Argentina : two separate zones designated by the Delegate of Argentina in documents 

addressed to the Director General in March 2007 and October 2013, and in 

August 2010 and February 2014;  

Bolivia : one zone consisting of four merged zones covering the regions of Amazonas, 

Chaco, Chiquitania, Valles and part of Altiplano as  designated by the 

Delegate of Bolivia in documents addressed to the Director General in 

January 2003 and March 2007, in August 2 010, in August 2012 and in 

October 2013 and February 2014 ; 

Brazil : four separate zones designated by the Delegate of Brazil in documents 

addressed to the Director General as follows:  

- one zone covering the territory of State of Rio Grande do Sul 

(documenta tion of September 1997);  

- one zone consisting of State of Rondônia (documentation of December 

2002), State of Acre along with two adjacent municipalities of State of 

Amazonas (documentation of March 2004 ) and an extension of this zone 

into the territory of State of Amazonas ( documentation of December 

2010);  

- one zone consisting of three merged zones: one zone covering the middle 

southern part of State of Pará (documentation of February 2007), States 

of Espírito Santo, Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro, Sergipe, D istrito 

Federal, Goiás, Mato Grosso, Paraná, São Paulo, parts of State of Bahia , 

parts of State of Tocantins  (documentation of May 2008) , and the zone in 

State of Mato Grosso do Sul (documentation of July 2008); one zone 

located in States of Bahia and Toca ntins (documentation of December 

2010); and one zone covering States of Alagoas, Ceará, Maranhão, 

Paraíba, Pernambuco, Piauí, Rio Grande do Norte, and the northern 

region of State of Pará (documentation of October 2013);  

- one zone in State of Mato Grosso do  Sul (documentation of August 2010);  

Colombia : one zone consisting of five merged zones designated by the Delegate of 

Colombia in documents addressed to the Director General in January 2003, in 

December 2004 (two zones), in January 2007 and in January 200 9; 

                                                      

3  For detailed information on the delimitation of zones of Member Countries recognised as FMD free, 
enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  



ð 158 ð 

83 GS/FR ð PARIS, May 2015  

Ecuador :  one zone consisting of the continental Ecuador, as designated by the Delegate 

of Ecuador in a document addressed to the Director General in August 2014;  

Paraguay : two separate zones designated by the Delegate of Paraguay in documents 

addressed to the Director General in March 2007 and August 2010;  

Peru: one zone consisting of the regions of Tumbes and parts of Piura and 

Cajamarca as designated by the Delegate of Peru in a document addressed to 

the Director General in August 2012 ; 

Turkey : one zone as designated by the Delegate of Turkey in a document addressed to 

the Director General in November 2009.  

AND  

5. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall  immediately notify the OIE Headquarters if 

FMD occurs in their countries or zones within their territories.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 )  
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RESOLUTION No. 18  

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Foot and Mouth Disease of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 79th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resolution No. 19 establishing a new step in the procedure for recognising the foot 

and mouth disease (FM D) status of a Member Country, namely the endorsement by the OIE 

of a national official control programme for FMD being in compliance with the provisions of 

the chapter on FMD in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code  (Terrestrial Code ), 

2. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve endorsement of their 

official control programme for FMD,  

3. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Res olution No.  16, which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for endorsement of 

their official control programme for FMD to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information publish ed by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the  OIE Delegates  of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance  of the 

endorsement of Member Countriesõ official control programme for FMD based on inaccurate 

information  or non-reporting to the OIE Headquarters of significant  changes in the 

implementation of relevant measures in the Member C ountry subsequent to the time of 

endorsement of the official control programme for FMD,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

The Director Genera l publish the following List of Member Countries with endorsed official 

control programme for FMD , according to the provisions of Chapter 8.7. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Algeria, Bolivia, China (People's Rep. of), Ecuador, India, Morocco, Namibia and Venezue la. 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 
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RESOLUTION No. 19  

Recognition of the Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Status of Member Countries  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 71st General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

established a procedure for annually updating a List of Member Countries and zones, 

recognised as free from contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) accordi ng to the 

provisions of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code  (Terrestrial Code ), 

2. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognit ion and 

maintenance of status for certain diseases,  including CBPP,  

3. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 16, which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of disease status to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegate s of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publicatio n and maintenance of Member 

Countr iesõ or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information  or untimely reporting 

to the OIE Headquarters of changes in epidemiological status or other significant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of free dom from CBPP,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries recognised as free 

from CBPP according to the provisions of the Chapter 11.7. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Argentina  

Australia  

Botswana  

Canada  

China (Peopleõs Republic of) 

France 

India  

Portugal  

 

Singapore   

Switzerland  

United States of America  

 

AND  

2. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall  immediately notify the OIE Headquarters if 

CBPP occurs in their countries or their territories.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 
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RESOLUTION No. 20  

Endorsement of Official Control Programmes for Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia  

of Member Countries 

CONSIDE RING THAT  

1. During the 82nd General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resolution No. 31 establishing the endorsement by the OIE of a national official 

control programme for contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP), in acc ordance to the 

relevant provisions of the chapter on CBPP in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code  

(Terrestrial Code ), 

2. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries t o follow to achieve endorsement of their 

official control programme for CBPP,  

3. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly also adopted Resolution No.  16, which 

specified the financial implications for Member Countries applying for endorsement of thei r 

official control programme for CBPP to meet part of the costs defrayed by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the  OIE Delegates  of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance  of the 

endorsement of Member Countriesõ official control programme for CBPP based on inaccurate 

information  or non-reporting to the OIE Headquarters of significant  changes in the 

implementation of relevant measures in the Member C ountry subsequent to the time of 

endorsement of the official control programme for CBPP,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries with endorsed official 

control programme for CBPP , according to the prov isions of Chapter 11.7. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Namibia.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 
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RESOLUTION No. 21  

Recognition of the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Risk Status of Member Countries  

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During the 67th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

established a procedure for annually updating a List of Member  Countrie s and zones, 

categorised by t heir bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) risk according to the provisions 

of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code  (Terrestrial Code ),  

2. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly  adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure fo r Member  Countrie s to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status of certain diseases, including BSE risk status,  

3. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  16, which specified 

and updated the financial imp lications for Member  Countrie s applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of BSE risk  status to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Dele gates of 

Member  Countrie s. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member  

Countries õ or zonal risk  status based on inaccurate information  or untimely reporting to the 

OIE Headquarters  of changes in epidemiological status or other sign ificant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of the BSE risk status,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Member  Countrie s recognised as having a 

negligible BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11. 4. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Argentina  

Australia  

Austria  

Belgium  

Brazil  

Bulgaria  

Chile  

Colombia  

Croatia  

Cyprus  

Czech Republic 

Denmark  

Estonia  

Finland  

France 

Hungary  

Iceland  

India  

Ireland  

Israel  

Italy  

Japan  

Korea (Rep. of) 

Latvia  

Li echtenstein  

Luxembourg   

Malta  

Netherlands  

New Zealand  

Norway  

Panama  

Paraguay  

Peru 

Portugal  

Singapore  

Slovak ia 

Slovenia  

Sweden 

Switzerland  

United States of America  

Uruguay  
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2. The Director General publish the following List of Member  Countrie s recognised as having a 

controlled BSE r isk in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Canada 

Chinese Taipei  

Costa Rica 

Germany  

 

Greece 

Lithuania  

Mexico  

Nicaragua  

 

Poland  

Spain  

United Kingdom  

 

3. The Director General publish the following List of Member  Countr ies having  a zone4 

recognised as having a negligible BSE risk in accordance with Chapter 11.4. of the 

Terrestrial Code : 

China (Peopleõs Rep. of): a zone designated by the Delegate of China in a document 

addressed to the Director General in November 2013, consisting of 

the Peopleõs Republic of China with the exclusion of Hong Kong 

and Macau.  

AND  

4. The Delegates of these Member  Countrie s shall  immediately notify the OIE Headquarters if 

BSE occurs in their countries or their territories.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 

                                                      

4  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member Country recognised as having a 
negligible BSE risk, enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  
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RESOLUTION No. 22  

Recognition of the African Horse Sickness Status of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During  the 80th General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resolution No. 19, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code (Terrestrial Code ) on African horse sickness (AHS) . These standards provide a pathway 

for Member Countries or  zones to be recognised by the OIE as free from AHS,  

2. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status  for certain animal diseases, including AHS,  

3. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  16, which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of disease st atus to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegates of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countr iesõ or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information  or untimely reporting 

to the OIE Headquarters of  changes in epidemiological status or other significant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from AHS,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries recognised as AHS free 

according to the provisions of Chapter 12.1. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Algeria  

Andorra  

Argentina  

Australia  

Austria  

Azerbaijan  

Belgium  

Bolivia  

Bosnia and Herzegovina  

Br azil  

Bulgaria  

Canada 

Chile  

China (Peopleõs Rep. of) 

Chinese Taipei  

Colombia  

Croatia  

Cyprus  

Czech Republic 

Denmark  

Ecuador  

Estonia  

Finland   

Former Yug. Rep. of 

Macedonia  

France 

Germany  

Greece 

Hungary  

Iceland  

India  

Ireland  

Italy  

Japan 

Korea (Rep. of) 

Kuwait  

Kyrgyzstan  

Latvia  

Liechtenstein  

Lithuania  

Luxembourg  

Malaysia  

Malta  

Mexico 

Morocco 

Myanmar  

Netherlands  

New Caledonia   

New Zealand  

Norway  

Oman 

Paraguay  

Peru 

Poland 

Portugal  

Qatar  

Romania  

Singapore 

Slovakia  

Slovenia  

Spain  

Sweden 

Switzerland  

Thailand  

Tunisia  

Turkey  

United Arab Emirates  

United Kingdom  

United States of America  

Uruguay  

AND  

2. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall  immediately notify the OIE Headquarters if 

AHS occurs in their countries or their territories.  

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 23  

Recognition of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Status of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During  the 81st General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resolution No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code (Terrestrial Code ) on peste des petits ruminants  (PPR). These standards provide a 

pathway for Member Countries o r zones to be recognised by the OIE as free from PPR,  

2. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of statu s for certain animal diseases, including PPR,  

3. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  16 which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of disease st atus to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation process,  

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegates of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countr iesõ or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate information  or untimely reporting 

to the OIE Headquarters of changes in epidemiological status or other significant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from PPR,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries recognised as PPR free 

according to the provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Argentina  
Australia  
Austria  
Belgium  
Bolivia  
Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Brazil  
Canada 
Chile  
Chinese Taipei  
Colombia  
Cyprus  
Czech Republic 
Denmark  
Ecuador  
Estonia  
Finland   
France 
 

Germany  
Greece 
Hungary  
Iceland  
Ireland  
Italy  
Korea (Rep. of) 
Liechtenstein  
Lithuania  
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Mauritius  
Mexico 
Myanmar  
Netherlands  
New Caledonia  
New Zealand  
Norway  
 

Paraguay  
Philippines  
Poland 
Portugal   
Romania  
Singapore 
Slovakia  
Slovenia  
South Africa  
Spain  
Swaziland  
Sweden 
Switzerland  
Thailand  
United Kingdom  
United States of America  

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Member Countries having  a PPR free 

zone5 according to the provisions of Chapter 14.7. of the Terrestrial Code :  

                                                      

5  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member Countr y recognised as PPR free, 
enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  
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Namibia:  one zone located south to the Veterinary Cordon Fence, designated by the 

Delegate of Namibia in a document addressed to the Director General in 

November 2014 . 

AND  

3. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall  immediately notify the OIE Headquarters if 

PPR occurs in their countries or their territories.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015   

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 
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RESOLUTION No. 24  

Recognition of the Classical Swine Fever Status of Member Countries 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. During  the 81st General Session, the OIE World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resoluti on No. 29, which amended the chapter of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code (Terrestrial Code ) on classical swine fever  (CSF). These standards provide a pathway 

for Member Countries or zones  to be recognised by the OIE as free from CSF,  

2. During the 83rd  General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No. 15, which specified 

and updated the procedure for Member Countries to follow to achieve official recognition and 

maintenance of status for certain animal diseases, including CSF,  

3. During the 83rd General Session, the Assembly adopted Resolution No.  16 which specified 

and updated the financial implications for Member Countries applying for evaluation of 

official recognition of disease status to meet part of the costs defrayed  by the OIE in the 

evaluation  process, 

4. Information published by the OIE is derived from declarations made by the OIE Delegates of 

Member Countries. The OIE is not responsible for publication and maintenance of Member 

Countr iesõ or zonal disease free status based on inaccurate infor mation  or untimely reporting 

to the OIE Headquarters of changes in epidemiological status or other significant events 

subsequent to the time of declaration of freedom from CSF,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES THAT  

1. The Director General publish the following List o f Member Countries recognised as CSF free 

according to the provisions of Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Australia  
Austria  
Belgium  
Canada 
Chile  
Finland  
France 
Hungary  

Ireland  
Japan 
Liechtenstein  
Luxembourg  
Mexico 
Netherlands  
Norwa y 
Portugal   

Slovaki a  
Slovenia  
Spain  
Sweden 
Switzerland  
United Kingdom  
United States of America  

 

2. The Director General publish the following List of Member  Countr ies having a CSF free 

zone6, according to the provisions of Chapter 15.2. of the Terrestrial Code : 

Brazil : one zone composed of the States of Rio Grande do Sul  and Santa Catarina as 

designated by the Delegate of Brazil in a document addressed to the Director 

General in September 2014.  

AND  

3. The Delegates of these Member Countries shall  immediately notify the OI E Headquarters if 

CSF occurs in their countries or their territories.  

_______________ 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015 ) 

                                                      

6  For detailed information on the delimitation of the zone of the Member Country recognised as CSF free, 
enquiries should be addressed to the Director General of the OIE.  
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RESOLUTION No. 25  

Designation of Facilities as Approved for Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1. Resolution No. 23 (2014) adopted by the OIE Member Countries at the 82nd General Session 

requested the Director General to put in place, jointly with FAO, a system to designate, 

inspect , monitor and evaluate approved Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing 

Material  and, when not compliant with the mandate, to temporarily or permanently remove 

their approved status according to the seriousness of the non -compliance, 

2. The  mandate pr ovided under Resolution No. 23 of the 82nd General Session (hereinafter ôthe 

Mandateõ) for Facilities Holding Rinderpest Virus Containing Material (hereinafter 

ôRinderpest Holding Facilitiesõ) (Appendix 1)  provides designation criteria, and describes the 

purpose of the two categories of Rinderpest Holding Facility as:  

A) Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material, 

excluding vaccine stocks,  

B) Rinderpest Vaccine Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, vacci ne 

stocks and material solely for their production.  

3. All FAO -OIE Rinderpest Holding Facility applications are assessed by the FAO -OIE 

Rinderpest Joint Advisory Committee (hereinafter ôthe Committeeõ) using criteria approved 

by both organisations,  

4. Details of the applicant facilities that have been assessed by the Committee are published in 

their meeting reports,  

5.  Applicant facilities assessed by the Committee and recommended for inspection are subject 

to a formal detailed on -site evaluation by a tea m, comprised of international experts, to 

determine their capacity and compliance with expected norms for bio -safety and bio -security 

with respect to the storing of rinderpest stocks and the Mandate,  

6. The report and findings of the expert on -site evaluat ion team are reviewed and evaluated 

against the Mandate by the Committee and their recommendations are endorsed by the 

respective internal procedures of the FAO and OIE,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RESOLVES  

To designate on behalf of the OIE, and subject to equivalent ac tion by the FAO in accordance with 

its processes for designation, the following facilities as approved for holding rinderpest virus 

containing material, subject to re -evaluation every 3 years, with the category specified for each 

institute (Rinderpest Hold ing Facility or Rinderpest Vaccine Holding Facility), and proposes to 

add them to the list of FAO -OIE approved Rinderpest Holding Facilities (available on the OIE 

web site):  
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A)  Rinderpest Holding Facility for storing rinderpest virus containing material,  

excluding vaccine stocks  

1. African Union Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU -PANVAC), Debre -Zeit, 

Ethiopia . 

2. High Containment Facilities of Exotic Diseases Research Station, National Institute of 

Animal Health, Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan . 

3. USDA -APHI S, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (FADDL), Plum Island, 

New York, United States of America . 

4. The Pirbright Institute, United Kingdom.  

B)  Rinderpest Vaccine Holding Facility for storing only manufactured vaccines, 

vaccine stocks and material  solely for their production:  

1. Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Centre African Union (AU -PANVAC), Debre -Zeit, 

Ethiopia  

2. Building for Safety Evaluation Research, Production Center for Biologicals; Building for 

Biologics Research and Development (storage),  National Institute of Animal Health, 

Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

 in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 26  

Combating Antimicrobial Resistance and Promoting the Prudent Use  

of Antimicrobial Agents in Animals 

CONSIDERING  

1. That antimicrobial agents are essential tools for protecting animal health and welfare and 

also contribute to meeting the increasing global demand fo r safe meat, milk, fish and eggs, 

and other products of animal origin,  

2. That antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a significant global animal and human health threat 

that is influenced by the use of antimicrobial agents in some conditions,  

3. That during th e 77th General Session 2009, the World Assembly of Delegates (the Assembly) 

adopted Resolution No. 25 on Veterinary Products, which considered previous Resolutions on 

harmonisation of registration requirements for veterinary drugs, their responsible and 

prudent use and monitoring of resistance,  

4.  The recommendations of the OIE Global Conference on the responsible and prudent use of 

antimicrobial agents in animals, held in March 2013 in Paris, France, including 

recommendation No.7 to collect harmonised qu antitative data on the use of antimicrobial 

agents in animals with the view to establishing a global database,  

5. The recent update and development of OIE standards and guidelines related to antimicrobial 

resistance, which include references to the releva nt standards developed by Codex 

Alimentarius,  

6. The tripartite agreement between FAO, OIE and WHO to address as a priority antimicrobial 

resistance and the important contribution of the OIE to the development and achievement of 

the WHO global action plan on antimicrobial resistance,  

7. The network of OIE National Focal Points for Veterinary Products and its role in supporting 

the global implementation of the OIE standards regarding veterinary products,  

8. The importance of the PVS pathway in supporting com pliance of national veterinary services 

with OIE standards including legislation, as a prerequisite to ensuring good governance 

covering production, registration, distribution and use of antimicrobial agents at the national 

level,  

9. The importance of appr opriate Veterinary Education and Veterinary Statutory Bodies in the 

promotion of veterinary oversight to ensure responsible use of antimicrobial agents in 

animals,  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RECOMMENDS THAT  

1. The OIE continue to develop and update standards and guidel ines related to antimicrobial 

resistance and the prudent use of antimicrobial agents including updating regularly the OIE 

List of Antimicrobial Agents of Veterinary Importance.  
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2. The OIE, with support from relevant organisations and donors, work with Memb er Countries 

to support them to implement OIE standards and guidelines using the PVS pathway and 

other relevant OIE capacity building mechanisms, including twinning and regional seminars.  

3.  The OIE develop a procedure and standards for data quality for collecting data annually 

from OIE Member Countries on the use of antimicrobial agents in food -producing animals 

with the aim of creating an OIE global database to be managed in parallel with the World 

Animal Health Information System (WAHIS).  

4.  OIE Memb er Countries set up an official harmonised national system, based on OIE 

standards, for the surveillance of antimicrobial resistance and the collection of data on the 

use of antimicrobial agents in food -producing animals, and actively participate in the 

development of the OIE global database.  

5.  The participation of OIE Member Countries in the VICH Outreach Forum be facilitated with 

the aim of adopting and utilising harmonised international guidelines related to the 

technical requirements for registration of veterinary medicinal products.  

6. OIE Member Countries improve veterinary legislation and education, where necessary, in 

order to facilitate implementation of OIE and Codex Alimentarius standards and guidelines 

related to antimicrobial resistance and ve terinary oversight of the use of antimicrobial 

agents.  

7.  The OIE and OIE Member Countries encourage Veterinary Statutory Bodies and the 

veterinary profession as a whole to develop, implement and ensure compliance with ethics 

and codes of good veterinary  practices, with particular reference to the prescription and 

delivery of antimicrobial agents by well -trained veterinarians or veterinary 

para -professionals under their direct oversight.  

8.  OIE Member Countries follow the guidance of the WHO Global Actio n Plan on Antimicrobial 

Resistance, developed with the support of the OIE in the spirit of the òOne Healthó approach, 

in particular by developing national action plans, with the support of FAO and WHO where 

feasible and warranted, in respect of the use of antimicrobial agents in animals and ensuring 

their close collaboration with public health officials.  

9.  The OIE continue to seek donor support for the organisation of  dedicated regional training 

seminars for OIE National Focal Points for Veterinary Produ cts with the participation of 

FAO and WHO within the tripartite collaboration and invite other relevant partners to build 

capacity at the national and regional levels to enable the implementation of OIE and Codex 

Alimentarius intergovernmental standards to  combat antimicrobial resistance and support 

the recommendations of the WHO Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance.  

10. The OIE strengthen its collaboration with international organisations, such as the World 

Customs Organisation and Interpol, and stakeholders to combat counterfeit products with 

the aim of ensuring access to antimicrobial agents of proven quality.  

11. Research be promoted to improve tools for rapid diagnostics for use in animals and to explore 

alternatives to antimicrobial use in a nimals, including the development of vaccines and other 

tools for priority diseases.  

______________ 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 26 May 2015  

 in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  
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RESOLUTION No. 27  

Animal Producti on Food Safety 

CONSIDERING THAT  

1.  The permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety, established by the 

Director General in 2002, held its fourteenth meeting in October 2014 and drafted a work 

programme for 2015,  

2.  The Working Group's member ship includes high level experts from the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission, and internationally recognised experts in animal 

production food safety from  around the globe.  

3. The OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission continued to work together to ensure that 

standards relevant to animal production food safety developed by both organisations are 

consistent and take a ôwhole food chainõ approach to food safety,  

4.  The work on animal production food safety benefits from cooperation between the OIE and 

the FAO and WHO, which provide additional expert advice and expertise in regard to food 

safety, food borne zoonotic diseases and related issues,  

5 During th e FAO/OIE/WHO Tripartite meeting held in February 2012, FAO and WHO asked 

the OIE to encourage its Member Countries to designate INFOSAN Focal Points from their 

official Veterinary Services,  

6. National Delegates have nominated 172 national focal points fo r animal production food 

safety according to proposed terms of reference,  

7. The OIE continues to organise seminars for national focal points in all five OIE regions, with 

the objective of providing information and contributing to capacity building of vete rinary 

services, 

8.  The WHO celebrated its 2015 World Health Day with the theme of food safety on 8 April 

2015 and invited the OIE to contribute to the campaign.  

THE ASSEMBLY  

RECOMMENDS THAT  

1.  The OIE retain the Working Group on Animal Production Food  Safety to advise Director 

General and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues relevant to animal production 

food safety. 

2.  The participation of high level FAO and WHO experts as members of this Working Group be 

maintained, and appropriate activiti es undertaken with the objective of further 

strengthening the collaboration between OIE and Codex.  
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3.  The 2015 work programme prepared by the Working Group guide the OIEõs activities in the 

field of animal production food safety in the next 12 months, wi th provision of the resources 

needed to address the identified priorities.  

4. The Director General continue to work with Codex to implement measures to promote 

collaboration, in particular the adoption of systematic procedures for cross referencing 

between the relevant OIE and Codex standards, the enhancement of processes to identity 

joint priorities of mutual interest, and the strengthening of linkages at the national and 

regional levels.  

5. The Director General continue dialogue with the Global Food Safet y Initiative (GFSI), 

GLOBALG.A.P., the International Standardization Organization (ISO) and the Safe Supply 

of Affordable Food Everywhere initiative (SSAFE) and other relevant organisations from the 

private sector to ensure their awareness of and complianc e with OIE animal production food 

safety standards.  

6. National OIE Delegates collaborate with their public health counterparts and that OIE 

Delegates designate the national OIE Focal Point for animal production food safety to be the 

same person as the INF OSAN Focal Point or, if this is not possible, to nominate an officer 

from Veterinary Services as both the INFOSAN Emergency Contact Point and the OIE Focal 

Point.  

7. The Director  General continue to organise regional seminars for the national animal 

produ ction food safety focal points designated by Delegates.  

______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the World Assembly of Delegates of the OIE on 27 May 2015  

 in view of an entry into force on 30 May 2015)  






















































































































































































