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Recommendation 
 

CONSIDERING THAT 
 

1. The H5N1 strain of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) virus has been 
diagnosed in both poultry and wild birds in many parts of the world including the 
Middle East region  and continues to evolve; 

 
2. HPAI has reoccurred in some areas despite considerable investments on the 

part of national Governments, international organisations and donors; 
 

3. Human cases have been reported in some countries where HPAI has occurred 
and the risk of a human pandemic remains a threat; 

 
4. The spread of the disease to other countries in the region remains a risk; 

 
5. The transboundary nature of HPAI does not allow any country to effectively 

combat the disease on its own and that regional/international cooperation is 
crucial for the control and eventual eradication of the disease; 

 
6. The ability of Veterinary Services to work with other Government institutions and 

the private sector for resources is key to provide a coordinated response; 
 

7. There is ample experimental and field evidence that high quality vaccines 
applied under appropriate conditions can reduce clinical disease, increase 
resistance to infection, decrease viral excretion rate and transmission dynamics 
and in so doing, are able to decrease the probability of infection in poultry, other 
susceptible animal species and humans; 

 
8. The sources of infection world-wide come from mostly uncontrolled  movements 

of poultry and/or wild bird migrations; 
 

9. The exact role of wild birds in the spread of H5N1 is not yet fully understood and 



needs to be further studied; 
 

10. The OIE/FAO Regional Animal Health Centre created under the GF-TADS 
mechanism will soon be functional; 

 
 
THE WORKSHOP ON AVIAN INFLUENZA EMERGENCY CONTROL 
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDS THAT 

1. All countries follow closely the global evolution of HPAI and reinforce their 
veterinary early detection and rapid response system.  

 
2. Countries update and reinforce their national preparedness plans in line with 

international standards, guidelines and recommendations of the OIE prepared in 
collaboration with FAO and ensure their practical and effective implementations. 
These emergency plans should include updated legislation and regulations, 
standard operational procedures, a national chain of command and a mechanism 
to provide incentives for transparency and other support services to poultry 
owners.  

3. Consideration should also be given to other notifiable avian influenza viruses 
circulating in the region to establish any potential relationship with H5N1 
occurrence. 

4. The establishment of an appropriate strategic stock of vaccines against HPAI 
complying with OIE standards on quality as well as relevant vaccination materials 
should be implemented. 

5. Vaccination plans be an integral part of contingency and emergency preparedness 
plans but be only applied on the basis of a comprehensive analysis including a risk 
assessment of the country situation. Any vaccination plan should include an exit 
strategy depending on conditions prevailing at national or regional level. Blanket 
vaccination may be envisaged in countries or zones where HPAI has become 
endemic. 

 
6. Disease information including viral isolates be sent to the OIE/FAO Reference 

Laboratories for comparison of viruses and further research work. 
 
7. The establishment of an OIE Reference laboratory for Avian Influenza in the region 

should receive high priority and to this end the twining of applicant laboratories in 
the region with relevant OIE Reference Laboratory should be encouraged. 

 
8. Training the staff of the national veterinary laboratories on diagnostic and 

surveillance techniques as well as molecular analysis should be strengthened. 
 
9. Surveillance and research on the role of wild birds be reinforced through studies 

on wild birds/poultry interactions, analysis of cloacal and pharyngeal samples 
collected from sick/dead wild birds and the genetic tracing of H5N1 isolates from 
poultry and wild birds.  



 
 
10. The scientific principles and actions described in the ‘Incident Management 

System’ be considered for adoption throughout the region to ensure a coordinated 
response. 

 
 
11. The Regional OIE/FAO Animal Health Centre should provide further support to 

countries in the prevention and control of HPAI and other priority diseases 
particularly in the elaboration of a regional strategy and its adoption by countries of 
the region.  

 
12. FAO continue its support on HPAI prevention and control in the region through its 

regular programmes and Trust Fund mechanisms.  

13. OIE continue and reinforce its animal health governance support and training 
programmes on capacity building and animal disease management in the region.  

14. The current recommendation be presented for adoption at the next OIE Regional 
Meeting for the Middle East as well as to donors that are likely to provide funding 
for the prevention and control of animal diseases in the region.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


