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Self-declaration for the recovery of country freedom from Avian 

Influenza in poultry by the United Kingdom  

Declaration sent to the OIE on 12 June 2020 by Professor Christine Middlemiss, OIE Delegate for the United Kingdom 

and UK Chief Veterinary Officer, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  

1. Introduction 

The objective of the declaration is to regain avian influenza free status in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10.4.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code). The Self-
declaration covers the whole country and describes an outbreak of low pathogenic avian influenza 
(LPAI) H5N3, reported to the OIE via World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS), on 11 
December 20191. The UK has remained free from Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza since 13 
September 20172. 

2. Avian influenza situation in United Kingdom 

The United Kingdom (UK) self-declared freedom from notifiable avian influenza in poultry in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1.6. and Article 10.4.3. of OIE Terrestrial Code, on 13 
September 2017. However, on 10 December 2019, a case of low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) 
H5N3 was confirmed on a commercial poultry farm (broiler breeder unit), in Athelington, Mid Suffolk, 
England, through laboratory testing. The case was promptly reported to the OIE via WAHIS. A stamping 
out policy was applied following confirmation of LPAI, including cleansing and disinfection of the 
infected premises. Surveillance has been completed in accordance with Articles 10.4.27. to 10.4.33, 
and no further cases of notifiable avian influenza were identified in the UK in poultry3.   

A full epidemiological enquiry was carried out and the report has been published here.  

 
1 WAHIS report Ref. 32614  
2 WAHIS report Ref. 24794 
3 WAHIS report Ref. 32871 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/862077/ai-epi-report-jan-2020.pdf
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_imm_0000032614_20191212_120506.pdf
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_fup_0000024794_20170913_181518.pdf
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/temp/reports/en_fup_0000032871_20200110_165053.pdf
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3. Disease control measures in response to the LPAI outbreak 

The UK has carried out a rapid and effective disease control programme to eradicate the virus and 
control the outbreak, following its Notifiable Avian Disease Control Strategy. All control measures and 
inspections were carried out promptly by the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), which is the 
government veterinary service in Great Britain (GB), and the executive agency of Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). The control strategy sets out measures in the European 
Union (EU) Directive 2005/94/EC. Following the confirmation of LPAI H5N3, a 1 km Restricted Zone was 
established (Figure 1) around the infected premises, in which certain disease control measures were 
applied on 10 December, 2019. 

Measures at the infected premises included the humane culling of all birds (26,838) on the infected 
premises, disposing of the carcases in a bio-secure manner via rendering, and cleansing and 
disinfection of infected premises, equipment and vehicles, etc. Cleansing and disinfection in 
accordance with OIE guidance was completed at the infected premises on 13 March 2020. Measures 
in the Restricted Zone included, movement restrictions of poultry, other captive birds and other things 
likely to transmit disease to, from and within the zone. Personnel entering or leaving poultry premises 
in the Restricted Zone were required to observe appropriate biosecurity measures aimed at preventing 
the spread of avian influenza. All measures undertaken are set out in the GB Notifiable Avian Disease 
Control Strategy. 

Figure 1. – Location of the LPAI outbreak in 2019 within 1 km Restricted Zone 

 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/834770/avian-disease-control-strategy1.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2005/94/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2005/94/oj
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20200223202250/https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu
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Extensive epidemiological investigations were conducted to detect the possible spread of infection to 
any further premises linked with the infected premises, either through known contacts (source or 
spread tracings) or as a result of proximity (Restricted Zone). No additional infected premises were 
detected as a result of source and spread tracing investigations. 

An associated hatchery that had received eggs from the infected premises prior to the confirmation of 
disease was identified as part of the spread tracing and placed under restriction. A single batch of 
hatching eggs sourced from the infected premises during the high risk spread tracing window was 
securely disposed of under official supervision. The hatchery was cleansed and disinfected and 
restriction was lifted.  

Day old chicks hatched from eggs sourced from the infected premises during the low risk of infection 
window were allowed to move based on veterinary risk assessments and under licence to 3 different 
empty poultry premises outside the Restricted Zone. These premises were placed under restriction for 
a period of 21 days. All birds were subjected to veterinary clinical inspection and randomly sampled 
(oro-pharyngeal and cloacal swabs – 60:60).  PCR testing was undertaken to exclude the presence of 
avian influenza virus. All results were negative (Table 1) and restrictions were lifted after 21 days. 

Table 1: Results of samples taken from premises that received day old chicks  
from the associated hatchery 

Number of 

samples tested 

Date of sample Sample type Diagnostic test Results 

960 03/01/2020 

swabs x 960 

 (pooled) PCR (H5)  Negative 

240 06/01/2020 

swabs x 240 

(pooled) PCR (H5)  Negative 

600 10/01/2020 

swabs x 600 

(pooled) PCR (H5)  Negative 

 

Two registered hobby flock premises (5 and 32 birds respectively) were identified on 12 December 
2019, as part of the surveillance within Restricted Zone. All birds were subjected to veterinary clinical 
inspection. Sampling (blood samples and oro-pharyngeal and cloacal swabs) and testing were also 
undertaken on the birds. A further 5 unregistered4 hobby flock premises with a total of 27 chickens 
were also identified via foot patrols and subjected to veterinary clinical inspections. Written advice 
and guidance were provided to all premises. All birds on all 7 poultry premises were subjected to a 
further final clinical investigation (with sampling repeated where previously undertaken), prior to 
lifting of the Restricted Zone. All results were negative. See table 2 for the summary of all results of 
surveillance undertaken in the Restricted Zone. 

All laboratory testing was carried out at the OIE and National Reference Laboratory for avian influenza 
at APHA, Weybridge. 

  

 
4 The premises are now registered. Registration is voluntary for poultry keepers with less than 50 birds. 
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Table 2. Results of samples taken within the 1 km Restricted Zone 

Number of 

samples 

tested 

Date of 

sample 
Sample type Diagnostic test 

No. of 

tests 
Results 

15 12/12/2019 
Blood x 5 Serology (H5) 5 Negative 

Swabs x 10 PCR (H5) 10 Negative 

95 12/12/2019 
Blood x 32 Serology (H5) 32 Negative 

Swabs x 64 PCR (H5) 64 Negative 

10 3/01/2020 
Swabs x 10 

(pooled) 
PCR (H5)  2 Negative 

64 07/01/2020 
Swabs x 64 

(pooled) 
PCR (H5) 13 Negative 

 

No further cases of avian influenza were detected by the surveillance or by the epidemiological 
investigations. The epidemiological investigations concluded that the most likely cause of disease 
introduction was indirect contact with wild birds. The Restricted Zone was lifted on the 8 January 2020.  

4. Surveillance programme and early detection system 

The UK has a comprehensive surveillance programme to rapidly detect early incursion of disease and 
to demonstrate freedom from notifiable avian influenza. The programme includes a passive 
component and an active component, in accordance with Chapter 1.4. and Articles 10.4.27. to 10.4.33. 
of the OIE Terrestrial Code as follows:  

1.1. Passive surveillance in poultry 

1.1.1.  Obligation to report a clinical suspicion of avian influenza  

Avian influenza is a notifiable disease in the UK in accordance with national legislation5. The reporting 
of suspicion of avian influenza by poultry keepers/ owners and private veterinarians is a legal 
requirement in the whole country. In Great Britain, all suspected cases of avian influenza are 
investigated promptly by APHA. Suspect cases in Northern Ireland are investigated promptly by 
Department of Agriculture, Environment, and Rural Affairs (DAERA). Where disease cannot be ruled 
out, samples are taken and sent to the UK National Reference laboratory and OIE Reference Laboratory 
for avian influenza (APHA, in Weybridge) for laboratory testing.  

1.1.2.  Early Warning System  

In addition to the obligation of reporting any suspicion, a scheme that enables testing to exclude6 the 
involvement of a notifiable avian disease (including avian influenza) has been implemented in UK, since 
May 2014. Private veterinarians can request official laboratory testing of gallinaceous birds (chicken 
or turkey flocks) in cases where the involvement of avian influenza is not formally suspected but cannot 
be excluded from the differential diagnosis of a flock health or production problem. 

1.1.3. Awareness programme  

The UK government continuously engages with poultry stakeholders informing them about the avian 
influenza situation in the UK, and internationally. Press notices and social media are also used regularly 

 
5 National legislation: 

   The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals (England) (No.2) Order 2006 

   The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals (Scotland) Order 2006 

   The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals (Wales) (No.2) Order 2006 

   The Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Regulations (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/2702
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/336/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2006/2927/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2007/68/made
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to raise awareness to poultry industry and general public on the need to report avian influenza. Defra 
and APHA also performs ongoing risk assessments on the risk of incursion of avian influenza in poultry 
and publishes the reports on the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/animal-diseases-international-monitoring 

1.2. Active surveillance in poultry 

Active serological surveillance of avian influenza viruses in domestic poultry is carried out annually in 
UK, as required by EU Council Directive 2005/94/EC. The programme is risk-based and targeted in 
accordance with the sampling guidelines laid down by Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. The 
sampling strategy takes into consideration the following factors: 

• areas at higher potential risk of an incursion of Avian Influenza  

• areas with presence of high densities of higher-risk poultry holdings  

• areas that have an increased abundance of certain species of wild birds  

Blood samples are taken from a number of birds on each premises and screened for the presence of 
antibodies to avian influenza viruses of subtypes H5 and H7. All full epidemiological investigation, 
together with PCR testing is used in the case of a positive serological result to confirm whether the 
relevant flock is infected by an avian influenza virus. All laboratory testing in UK is carried out at the 
OIE and National Reference Laboratory at APHA, Weybridge. In Northern Ireland, serum samples are 
tested at the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI), with any positive findings sent to APHA 
Weybridge, for confirmatory testing. The results of avian influenza surveillance in poultry in 2019 and 
the first quarter of 2020 are summarised in tables 3 and 4, in Annex 2. 

1.3. Wild bird monitoring  

Passive surveillance of wild birds is obligatory in accordance to the requirements of Commission 
Decision 2010/367/EU. The virological survey operates all-year-round and is made up of patrols by wild 
bird reserve wardens and collections of found-dead wild birds reported by members of the public. 
Table 5 summarises the UK’s results of passive surveillance in wild birds in 2019 and for the first quarter 
of 2020 (January – April).  

Table 5: Results of the UK surveillance of avian influenza in wild birds: 2019 and 2020 (January – 

April) 

Year Number of 

wild birds 

sampled 

Influenza A-

positive birds 

Number of 

PCR tests 

Positive for 

LPAI H5 

or LPAI H7 

Positive for 

HPAI H5 

or HPAI H7 

2019 816 22 1803* 5** 0 

2020 149*** 0 292 0 0 
* This is the total number of PCR tests performed for all wild birds sampled (generally two per bird but in the case of positive samples,  

    further PCR testing is carried out) 

**LPAI H5N2 was detected in four mallards and LPAI H5N3 in one unspecified duck. 

*** Number of samples: January - April 2020 only. 

5. Measures to maintain freedom 

The UK government continues to monitor for incursions of avian influenza and regularly engages with 
poultry industry stakeholders to raise awareness of the disease situation in the UK and internationally, 
including the need to continue to practice strict biosecurity measures. Detailed biosecurity guidance 

has also been produced for poultry keepers/owners to implement in order to reduce the risk of direct and 
indirect introduction of avian influenza virus into poultry premises from the wild birds and other 
sources of contamination. Biosecurity measures include: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/animal-diseases-international-monitoring
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2005/94/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1589677267234&uri=CELEX:32010D0367
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877359/biosecurity-poultry-guide.pdf
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• Keeping the area where birds live clean and tidy, controlling rats and mice and regularly 
disinfecting any hard surfaces.  

• Cleaning footwear before and after visits. 

• Placing birds’ feed and water in fully enclosed areas that are protected from wild birds and 
removing any spilled feed regularly. 

• Putting fencing around outdoor areas where birds are allowed and limiting their access to 
ponds or areas visited by wild waterfowl. 

• Where possible, avoid keeping ducks and geese with other poultry species. 

In accordance with national legislation5, the UK government can on the basis of a veterinary risk 
assessment, implement mandatory enhanced biosecurity measures to reduce the risk of transmission 
of avian influenza to poultry from wild birds by declaring an Avian Influenza Prevention Zone.  

Effective surveillance is also carried out throughout the year to guarantee rapid detection of any 
incursion of disease. 

Imports of poultry and poultry products into the UK are in accordance with the requirements the OIE 
Terrestrial Code. All imports of poultry, poultry products and hatching eggs are subject to veterinary 
certification in accordance with the provisions of EU Council Directive 2009/158/EC, and Commission 
Regulation (EC) No 798/2008. 

6. Conclusion 

Considering that:  

• prior to the confirmation of LPAI H5N3 on 10 December 2019, the United Kingdom had been 
free from both highly pathogenic and low pathogenic avian influenza in poultry and captive 
birds (self-declaration on 13 September 2017); 

• a continuous awareness programme about the disease is in place;  

• a stamping out policy was applied and completed to the infected premises, including cleansing 
and disinfection, on 13 March 2020; 

• three months have elapsed as prescribed in Article 10.4.3 of the OIE Terrestrial Code since the 
end of the cleaning and disinfection of the infected premises; 

• surveillance has been carried out in accordance with Articles 10.4.27 to 10.4.33 of the OIE 
Terrestrial Code. 

The OIE Delegate of the United Kingdom declares that the country complies with the requirements 
for “a country free from infection with avian influenza viruses in poultry” as of 13 June 2020, in 
compliance with the provisions of Chapter 1.6. and Article 10.4.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Code (2019 
edition) and the information provided in WAHIS.   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32009L0158
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32008R0798
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32008R0798
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Annex 1 

Statement to be included in the self-declaration document.  

 

I, the undersigned, Professor Christine Middlemiss, Delegate of United Kingdom to the World Organisation for 

Animal Health (OIE), takes responsibility for the self-declaration of freedom from Avian Influenza in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 10.4.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.  

 

DISCLAIMER  

The OIE, after performing an administrative and technical screening of a self-declaration concerning the 

disease-free status of a country, a zone or compartment (“self-declaration”), as described in the standard 

operating procedures for self-declarations, reserves the right to publish or not the self-declaration on its 
website. There shall be no right of appeal from this decision or any recourse of any kind.  

The publication by the OIE of self-declaration on its website does not reflect the official opinion of the OIE. 

Responsibility for the information contained in a self-declaration lies entirely with the OIE Delegate of 

Member concerned.  

Neither the OIE nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for:  

(i) Any errors, inaccuracies or omissions in the content of a self-declaration,  

(ii) The use which may be made of the information contained in a self-declaration;  

(iii) Any direct or indirect consequences of any nature arising from or relating to the use of the 

information contained in a self-declaration.  

 

 

 

 

Drawn up on 12 June 2020 

 

Signature of the Delegate:  
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Annex 2 

Table 3: Results of UK active surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry in 2019 

Country Types of poultry 

sampled 

Number 

of 

holdings 

sampled 

Number 

of 

samples 

Number of 

seropositive 

for H5 

(premises) 

Number of 

seropositive 

for 

H7(premises) 

Number of H5 

or H7 PCR 

/Virus isolation 

positive 

England (Game)Ducks 10 200 0 0 0 

Ducks 59 1186 2 0 0 

Fowl(Breeders) 8 170 0 0 0 

Fowl(Layers) 45 569 1 0 0 

Geese 25 500 2 0 0 

Partridges 9 90 0 0 0 

Pheasants 22 236 0 0 0 

Turkey(Breeders) 6 100 0 0 0 

Turkey(Fatteners) 55 696 0 0 0 

Scotland Ducks 4 80 1 0 0 

Fowl(Layers) 2 30 0 0 0 

Geese 1 20 0 0 0 

Pheasants 2 20 0 0 0 

Wales Ducks 2 60 0 0 0 

Geese 1 20 0 0 0 

Pheasants 1 10 0 0 0 

Turkey(Fatteners) 1 10 0 0 0 

Northern 

Ireland 

Ducks 4 147 2 0 0 

Fowl(Breeders) 3 30 0 0 0 

Fowl(Layers) 12 156 0 0 0 

Geese 2 80 0 0 0 

Turkey(Fatteners) 4 50 0 0 0 

Note: Serologically positive results were followed up by thorough epidemiological investigation and sampling for PCR testing, no 

evidence of notifiable avian influenza infection was found.  

 

Table 4: Results of Active surveillance programme for avian influenza in poultry 2020 (until May)  

Country Poultry category 

sampled 

Number 

of 

holdings 

to be 

sampled 

Number 

of 

holdings 

sampled 

Number 

of 

samples 

Number of 

seropositive 

for H5 

Number of 

seropositive 

for H7 

Number of H5 or 

H7 PCR /Virus 

isolation positive 

England (Game)Ducks 12           

Ducks 59 1 20 0 0 0 

Fowl (Breeders) 6           

Fowl (Layers) 36           

Geese 54           

Partridges 21           

Pheasants 31           

Turkey (Breeders) 11 1 10 0 0 0 

Turkey (Fatteners) 47           

Scotland (Game)Ducks 1      

Ducks 1  1  20  0  0  0 

Fowl (Layers) 2           

Geese 2           

Wales (Game)Ducks 1      

Ducks 2           

Geese 1           

Fowl (Layers) 1      

Turkey (Fatteners) 1           
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Northern 

Ireland 

Ducks 4           

Fowl (Breeders) 3           

Fowl (Layers) 12           

Geese 2           

Pheasants 

breeders 

1      

Turkey (Fatteners) 1           

Previous results of UK active surveillance in poultry and passive surveillance in wild birds can be found at the 

links below:  
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5945 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/control-measures/avian-influenza_en 

  

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5945
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5945
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/control-measures/avian-influenza_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/control-measures/avian-influenza_en

