
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPERIENCE OF OIE REFERENCE LABORATORIES AND COLLABORATING 
CENTRES IN THE TRANSPORT OF BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES 
 
 
F. Diaz1 & G. Pavade2

1  Officer in charge of validation of diagnostic assays, Scientific and Technical Department, World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 12 rue de Prony, 75017, France 

2  Intern, Scientific and Technical Department, World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 12 rue de 
Prony, 75017, France 

 
 
In the early stage of an outbreak, the rapid diagnosis of the disease is essential to contain its spread 
and to limit adverse health consequences to animals and humans (for those associated with 
zoonoses) and any major economic impact worldwide. In spite of the improvements over the past few 
decades in the shipment of infectious substances by air, problems are still reported, including denials, 
delays or spoilage of testing samples. In the questionnaire survey conducted in conjunction with the 
first International Conference of the OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres, 
(December 2006), it appeared that more than 80% of OIE Reference Laboratories experienced 
serious problem with shipments by air compared with less than 10% with rail transport and 30% with 
transport by road. However, the real causes of problems remain unknown in many cases, which do 
not allow identification of concrete solutions. 
 
In early 2010, the OIE developed a questionnaire on the transport of infectious animal substances by 
air and sent it to all its Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres. The questionnaire 
consisted of three parts: (1) Sending of infectious animal substances by air, (2) Receipt of infectious 
animal substances, and (3) General questions on transport and on reporting confirmed positive results 
for diseases that are notifiable to OIE. The purpose of this questionnaire was to help to identify the 
most current situation around the problems related to sample shipment by air, and in particular, 
remaining constraints faced by the OIE Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres and their 
causes.  
 
A summary of the results of this survey will be presented to the Second Global Conference of the OIE 
Reference Laboratories and Collaborating Centres. An analysis of causes of problems will be made 
and possible solutions will be proposed.  
 
The OIE is planning to make use of the conclusions of the survey, including the inputs from the OIE 
experts, to prepare official messages in relevant international fora with a view to improving the global 
situation in long-distance shipment of laboratory samples. In doing so, the OIE will work in alliance 
with its global partners such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 
 


