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EU FP6 Project ‘PANDA’
(Jan 2004 - Aug 2007)

“DEVELOPMENT OF A PERMANENT NETWORK OF EXPERTS ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
OF AQUACULTURE SPECIES FOR PROVIDING SCIENTIFIC ADVICE ON EU POLICY”

A Co-ordination Action



Purpose

To strengthen competencies through reinforcing and 
expanding the existing networks of the European 
Community Reference Laboratories and the EU 
National Reference Laboratories for aquatic animal 
diseases and creating a more comprehensive network 
including other experts, research institutes and 
diagnostic laboratories in the EU, non-EU European 
countries and other third-countries working on aquatic 
animal health.



PANDA project objectives

• To establish a permanent network of experts in 
aquatic animal health

• To provide a forum for debate on disease 
issues of concern to European aquaculture

• To address specific issues in detail through 
discussion forums



Approach

PANDA website set up to facilitate recruitment to 
the experts network and to provide a convenient 
forum for electronic exchange of information, 
discussions and debate.







Scientists and veterinarians involved in aquatic animal 
health encouraged to visit the project website and 

register as an expert and/or for the forums 

www.europanda.net



PANDA experts network and forums



Experts database

























The PANDA forums







Email broadcasting to members











The PANDA network offers a means of maintaining an 
extensive pool of expert knowledge to provide rapid 
information and advice on aquatic animal disease risks 
and new methods for improved diagnosis.

The network has the expertise and capacity to address 
most if not all future scientific issues associated with 
aquatic animal diseases.



The potential value of seeking, sharing and discussing 
scientific information this way, involving a large diverse 
scientific knowledge base in the EU and elsewhere, is 
considerable.



However, no formal means for ensuring the continuation 
of this newly-established comprehensive network of 
experts has been found. Without future funding, it is likely 
that the main aim of the PANDA project, i.e. to make the 
established experts’ network become permanent, will not 
be achieved. 



Recently, the website was deactivated due to 
lack of financial support.

R.I.P. ?



Thank  you for your attention



A net


