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Biodiversity provides essential services to human societies. As such it is a 
main element of our security and well being. Key economic sectors, such as 
agriculture and fisheries, are entirely dependent of these services. As the main 
source of food biodiversity makes an essential contribution to health but it 
also contributes in many additional ways. Most manufactured drugs are directly 
derived from wild genetic resources; today, 85% of human population still 
depend on species they can collect in the wild and these species are often in 
serious decline. Biodiversity, by enriching our natural world and making it a 
more pleasant place to live in, contributes to our mental and emotional health. 
By mitigating climate change impacts or preventing disasters which both will 
result in the spread of diseases, it participates in the prevention of disease 
outbreaks. While pathogens are part of biodiversity, many studies show that 
their prevalence is reduced in ecosystems richer in biodiversity.
 
More generally threats to biodiversity result in additional health problems making 
nature conservation and health a common cause. Humans have changed the face 
of earth in the last 50 years in an unprecedented way. We have now colonised 
most of the planet and we and our pets and livestock have consequently come in 
contact with a number of new pathogens. By changing land use practices and/
or agricultural practices we have contributed to the spreading of new pathogens 
which are detrimental to human health but which also affect wild animals. 
Humans have also helped species to spread beyond their natural distributional 
limits. A significant number have become invasives, harmful to biodiversity, but 
also harmful to human health, causing problems such as allergies.

We have collectively failed in preserving biodiversity and it continues to decline 
100 to 1,000 times faster than in historical times. For its beauty, its services 
without which we cannot have a sustainable future, for its essential contribution 
to our health, it is crucial to increase our efforts to preserve our natural world. 
A roadmap has been agreed in Nagoya in October 2010 by the Convention on 
Biological Diversity for the next 10 years; it is essential to achieve the agreed 
targets for human and animal health.
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