
C H A P T E R 2 . 1 .

G E N E R A L C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

Article 2.1.1.

Introduction

The importation of aquati c an im als and animal products, whether of aquatic or terrestrial origin,
involves a degree of dise ase r isk to the im p o r t i n g c ou n tr y . This r isk, which may be to humans or
animals, may be represented by one or several di se ase s not present in the im po r t in g c ou n tr y .

The principal aim of import r isk an aly sis is to provide im po r t in g c oun t r ie s with an objective and
defensible method of assessing the d ise a se r isks associated with the importation of animals, animal
products, animal genetic material, feedstuffs, bi o lo g ic al p ro du c ts and pa tho lo gi c al m a te r i al. The
principles and methods are the same whether the c o m m o dit i e s are derived from aquatic and/or
terrestrial animal sources. The analysis should be transparent. This is necessary so that the expo r t in g
c o un tr y is provided with clear reasons for the imposition of import conditions or refusal to import.

Transparency is also essential because data are often uncertain or incomplete and, without full
documentation, the distinction between facts and the analyst's value judgements may blur.

This chapter outlines the role of the OIE with respect to the Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the so-called SPS Agreement) of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and describes the OIE procedure for settlement of disputes.

Chapter 2.2. provides recommendations and principles for conducting transparent, objective and
defensible r isk an aly se s for in t e rna t io n al tra de . However, it cannot provide details on the means by
which a r i sk a naly sis is carried out as the purpose of the Aqu atic Cod e is simply to outline the
necessary basic steps. The components of r isk an aly sis described in Chapter 2.2. are hazard
id en t i fic at io n , r isk asse ssm en t , r isk m a nag em en t and r isk c o m m u n ic a t io n (Figure 1).

Fig. 1. The four components of risk analysis

The r isk a sse ssm e n t is the component of the analysis that estimates the likelihood and consequences
associated with a ha zard . Risk asse ssm en t s may be qualitative or quantitative. For many d ise a se s,
particularly those referred to in the Aquat ic C ode where there are well developed internationally
agreed standards, there is broad agreement concerning the likely r i sks, although the status of some
di se ase s may differ between countries or even between the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. In
many cases it is likely that a qualitative assessment is all that is required. Qualitative assessment does

2009 © OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code 1



not require mathematical modelling skills to carry out and so is often the type of assessment used for
routine decision making. No single method of import r isk asse ssm en t has proven applicable in all
situations, and different methods may be appropriate in different circumstances.

The process of import r isk a nal y sis on a quat ic an im als and aqua tic an im al p ro du c ts usually needs to
take into consideration the results of an evaluation of the Com p e te n t Au tho r it ie s, zoning and
regionalisation, and su rv e illa n c e systems that are in place for monitoring a quat ic an im al health in
the expo r t in g c ou n tr y . These are described in separate chapters in the Aqua tic Cod e .

Article 2.1.2.

The Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and role and
responsibility of the OIE

The SPS Agreement encourages WTO Members to base their san i tary m e asu r e s on international
standards, guidelines and recommendations, where they exist. Members may choose to adopt a higher
level of protection than that provided by international texts if there is a scientific justification or if the
level of protection provided by the relevant international texts is considered to be inappropriate. In
such circumstances, Members are subject to obligations relating to r i sk a sse ssm e n t and to a consistent
approach to r i sk m ana gem e n t .

The SPS Agreement encourages Governments to make a wider use of r isk a naly sis: WTO Members
shall undertake an assessment as appropriate to the circumstances of the actual r i sk involved.

The SPS Agreement recognises the OIE as the relevant international organisation responsible for the
development and promotion of international animal health standards, guidelines, and
recommendations affecting trade in live animals and animal products, whether aquatic or terrestrial in
origin.

Article 2.1.3.

The OIE in-house procedure for settlement of disputes

The OIE shall maintain its existing voluntary in-house mechanisms for assisting Members to resolve
differences. In-house procedures that will apply are that:

1. Both parties agree to give the OIE a mandate to assist them in resolving their differences.

2. If considered appropriate, the Director General of the OIE recommends an expert, or experts,
and a chairman, as requested, agreed by both parties.

3. Both parties agree on the terms of reference and working programme, and to meet all expenses
incurred by the OIE.

4. The expert or experts are entitled to seek clarification of any of the information and data
provided by either country in the assessment or consultation processes, or to request additional
information or data from either country.

5. The expert or experts should submit a confidential report to the Director General, who will
transmit it to both parties.

 

Chapter 2.1. - General considerations
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