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The a im o f th e Aquatic Animal Health Code (he r e aft e r r e fe r r e d to as the ‘Aquatic Code’ ) i s to assu r e
th e san ita ry sa fe ty o f in te r nat i o nal trad e in aqua tic a n im a ls (am ph ibia n s, c ru stac e an s, fish and
m o llu sc s) and th e ir pro du c t s. This is ac h ie v e d t hrou gh the de t aili n g o f h ealt h m easu r e s to be u se d by
Co m pe t en t Au tho r it ie s o f im po r t i n g and exp o r t in g c ou n tr ie s to av o id the tr an sfe r o f age n ts
pa tho g en i c fo r an im al s o r hu m ans, w h ile av o idin g un ju st ifi e d san it ary bar r ie r s.

Th e h eal th m easu r e s i n t he Aquatic Code (in the fo rm o f sta ndar ds and r e c om m enda tio n s) hav e b e en
fo rm al ly ado pte d b y the Wo r ld Assem b ly o f O IE De le gate s w hic h c on st it u te s t he o r g an isat io n ’ s
hi ghe st de c isi o n -m aking bo dy . This 12t h edi t io n in c o rpo rat e s th e m o difi c at i o n s to th e Aquatic Code
ag r e e d b y the Wo r ld Assem b ly du r in g th e 77th G ene r al Se ssio n in May 2009. Th e se in c lud e r e v i se d
c h apte r s on t he fo ll ow in g subje c ts: de fin i t io n s, dise ase s li st e d by the OIE, g en e r al o bli gat i o n s r e l ate d to
c e r t if ic a t io n , c e r t ific at io n pro c e du r e s, qu ali ty o f Com pe te n t Aut ho r it ie s, c ra y fish plag u e and m o de l
he alth c e r t i fic a te s fo r in te rnat io na l trad e in liv e a quat ic an im als a nd prod u c ts o f a qua tic an im al
o r igin . As w e l l, t w o n e w c hapte r s o n c r it e r ia t o asse ss the safe ty o f aquati c an im al c om m odi t ie s and
w e lfar e o f f arm e d f ish du r in g tran spo r t w e r e ado pte d an d hav e be e n ad ded to thi s e d it i o n o f t he
Aquatic Code.

Th e de v e lo p m en t o f t he se stan dard s and r e c om m enda tio n s is the r e su lt o f the c o n t inuo u s w o r k o f on e
o f t he O IE’ s Spe c ial ist Co m m issio n s, the O IE Aqu atic An im a l Heal th Sta ndar ds Com m issio n
(h e r e a fte r r e fe r r e d t o as the ‘ Aqua tic An im al s Com m issi o n ’ ). Thi s Com m issi o n , w h ic h c o m pr i se s
fi v e e le c t e d m em b e r s an d tw o ob se r v e r s expe r i e n c e d in th e f ie l ds o f m e thod s fo r su rv e i llan c e ,
di agno sis, c o n tro l and p r e v e n t i o n o f in fe c t io u s aquat ic an im al dise ase s, m e e ts t w ic e y e ar ly to addr e ss
it s w o rk pr o gra m m e . Th e Com m issi o n also d raw s up on the expe r t ise o f in t e rn at io nall y r enow ned
sp e c ia list s t o pr e par e dr aft t exts f o r n ew c hapt e r s o f t he Aquatic Code o r r e v i se e xist in g c hap te r s in
li ght o f ad v an c e s in v e te r i nary sc ie n c e . Th e v iew s o f t he De l e gat e s o f Me m be r s a r e sy stem a tic a lly
so u ght thr ou gh the c ir c u la t io n o f draf t an d r e v ise d te xts. As w e ll , the Aqu atic An im als Com m issio n
c o llab o ra te s c lo se ly w ith the O IE Terr e str ial An im al He alt h Stand ards C om m i ssio n o n issu e s n e e d in g
a har m on i se d app roac h, a nd w ith the Bi o lo g ic al St anda rds Com m issio n and the Sc i e n t i fic
Co m m issio n f o r Anim al Di sease s to en su r e th e Aquat ic An im als C om m i ssio n is u sin g the lat e st
sc ie n t ifi c in fo rm atio n in it s w o rk.

Th e v alu e o f t he Aquatic Code li e s in the fac t t hat m ea su r e s publ ishe d in i t a r e the r e su lt o f c o n sen su s
am ong the Com pe te n t Auth o r it ie s o f O IE Mem b e r s.

The Wor ld Tr ade O rg an izat io n (WTO) Ag re em en t on the Ap plic at io n o f San it ary and Ph y to san it ary
Me asu r e s (SPS Ag re em en t ) c o n fe r r e d on t he OIE new re sp on si bili t ie s und e r in t e rn at io nal l aw by
sp e c if y in g ‘ th e sta ndar ds, g u id e lin e s an d r e c om m e ndat io n s de v e lo p ed un de r t he au spic e s o f the O IE’
as t he in t e rna t io nal st anda rds fo r an im al hea lth an d zo on o se s. The SPS Agre em e n t is aim ed at
e stabl ish in g a m u lt ila te ra l f ram e w o r k o f r u le s a nd disc ipli n e s to gu ide th e d e v e l o pm e n t , ad opt i o n and
en fo r c em e n t o f san itar y m e asu r e s i n o rd e r t o m in im i se th e ir n e ga t iv e e ff e c t s o n in te r nat io na l tra de .
Essen t ial ly , tw o op t io n s ar e av a ilab le to Mem be r s to p ro v i de a sc ie n t if ic ju st ific at i o n fo r an im p o r t
he alth m easu r e . Th e fir st , an d m o st en c ou rage d by the WTO, is fo r Com p e ten t Auth o r i t ie s t o b ase
th e ir im p o r t he alth m e asu r e s on the OIE’ s in t e rna t io n al sta ndar ds, gu ide li n e s an d r e c om m end atio n s.
Whe r e th e se do n o t exist , o r in c a se s w h e r e a go v e rn m en t c ho o se s to ap ply str ic t e r m ea su r e s, the
im po r t in g c ou n tr y m ust be abl e to sho w t hat it s m easu r e is b ase d on a sc ie n t ifi c asse ssm en t o f the
po ten t ial he alth r i sks. G u ide lin e s f o r c o n du c t in g r isk anal y se s ar e d e sc r ibe d in t he Aquatic Code. The
Aquatic Code th u s f o rm s an in t e gra l p ar t o f t he r e gu lato r y r e fe r e n c e sy stem e st abl ishe d by the WTO .
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The Aquatic Code is pu bli shed an nual ly in the th r e e o ff ic i al O IE lan guag e s (En glish, Fren c h and
Sp an ish). The c on ten t s o f the Aquatic Code ar e a v ail able o n the OIE Web si te at
ht tp://w w w .o i e .in t .

Th e Use r s’ Gu ide , w hic h fo llo w s th e fo r ew o rd, is d e sig n ed to h e lp Com p e ten t Au tho r it i e s a nd o t he r
in te r e ste d pa r t ie s to u se th e v a r io u s c h apte r s o f t he Aquatic Code e ffic ie n t ly a nd e ffe c t iv e ly , an d to
pr om o t e e qu i tabl e a c c e ss b y a ll de v e lo pin g and de v e lo ped c ou n tr i e s to the w o r ld m arke t in an im als
an d an im a l pr o du c ts, ac c o rdin g t o th e ir an im al heal th stat u s.

We w ish to tha nk f o rm e r a nd p r e se n t Mem be r s o f th e Aquat ic An im a ls C om m i ssio n , w ho hav e
c o n tr i bu t e d to pro du c in g thi s bo ok an d its c o m pan ion v o lum e , t he Manual of Diagnostic Tests for
Aquatic Animals , fo r th e ir hard w o rk. Dr P. de K inke lin is tha nked fo r hi s i n it i at in g r o le , as it w as
un de r hi s c hair m an ship o f th e Com m issi o n tha t w o rk on th e t w o bo o ks w as be gun . Sp e c i al than ks ar e
al so expr e sse d t o t ho se sc ie n t ifi c expe r ts i n d iffe r e n t Me m be r s w ho pro v ide d c o m m e n ts and
in fo rm ati o n , and finall y t he sta ff o f the O IE He adqu ar t e r s fo r th e ir ded ic at io n in pr odu c in g thi s 12th
ed it io n o f th e Aquatic Code.
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