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Activities of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
in support of the surveillance and control 

of non-tsetse transmitted animal trypanosomosis
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 Created in 1924

 181 Member Countries

 Regional & sub-regional OIE representations

Introduction to the OIE
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OIE Key Missions
 Transparency in the global animal 

disease situation

 Sanitary safety of international trade of 
animals and animal products

 Surveillance and control of animal 
diseases

 Scientific excellence

 Good governance of Veterinary 
Services

 Improve animal health management, 
food security and safety and animal 
welfare 
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Transparency of the global situation of NTTAT
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World animal disease situation
 All OIE Member Countries must notify the OIE of the occurrence of

OIE-Listed diseases, including surra and dourine

 Disease information is disseminated via the World Animal Health
Information System (WAHIS)
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Sanitary safety of international trade in animals 
and animal products with regard to NTTAT

&
Surveillance and control of animal diseases



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 8

OIE Standards (Terrestrial animals)
Terrestrial Code Terrestrial Manual

Code and Manual available on the OIE website

• Disease prevention and 
control in terrestrial animals

• Safe international trade in 
terrestrial animals and their 
products

• Diagnostic laboratory 
methods

• Requirements for 
vaccines in terrestrial 
animals
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code

Current Chapters relevant to NTTAT:

 Chapter 12.3. Dourine

 No Chapter on Surra

Work in progress (Chapters sent for comments to 
OIE Member Countries):

 New Chapter on infection with trypanosome 
evansi (non-equine surra)

 Draft revised Chapter on infection with 
trypanozoon in equids (Chapter 12.3.)
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Terrestrial Manual

Current Chapters relevant to NTTAT:

 Chapter 2.5.3. Dourine 
Adopted in May 2013

 Chapter 2.1.21. Trypanosoma
evansi infections (incl. surra) 
Adopted in May 2012
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Terrestrial Manual

Future Chapters relevant to NTTAT:

 Chapter on infection with 
trypanosome evansi (non-equine 
surra) (deadline September 2018)

 Chapter on Infection with 
Trypanozoon in equids (dourine, 
equine surra) (deadline September 
2018)
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OIE Procedure for the 
registration of diagnostic kits
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Scientific expertise on NTTAT
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OIE Reference Laboratories

Animal trypanosomes 
of African origin

-
Trypanosomoses

(tsetse-transmitted)

Dr. Marc Desquesnes
CIRAD

FRANCE

Dourine

Prof. Konstantin Yurov
All-Russian Research

Institute for Experimental
Veterinary Medicine

RUSSIA

Surra

Prof. Philippe Büscher
Institute of Tropical 
Medicine Antwerp

BELGIUM

Surra 

Prof. Noboru Inoue
National Research

Center for Protozoan
Diseases
JAPAN

Four OIE Reference Laboratories address the scientific and 
technical issues relating to trypanosomosis laboratory diagnosis
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OIE Network of Reference Laboratories

Crucial role: 

 Worldwide expertise;

 Support OIE in the establishment of 
standards;

 Strengthen multilateral cooperation;

 Harmonise and exchange knowledge, 
data, information and reference material 
to improve disease surveillance and 
control worldwide;

 Increase visibility and dissemination of 
information.
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OIE Expert Groups

 1983: Creation of an OIE Expert Group on T.evansi

 1991: Extension of the scope of this Group to NTTAT

 2015: Creation of an OIE NTTAT Network
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OIE NTTAT Network
 Created in 2015

 Core members: OIE Reference
Laboratories

 Other members: other reference 
laboratories, research institutes, non-
profit organisations, ministries, 
international organisations, private 
companies, and OIE and affiliated 
experts

 More members can join the network,
provided their application to the
secretariat is accepted
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Goal - To establish a global strategy for the control of NTTAT

Objectives

Goal and Objectives of the OIE NTTAT Network

 To develop tools to enable improved disease detection/reporting

 To foster collaborative research (diagnosis, in vivo and in vitro 
models, treatment, vectors, case definition and management, and 
epidemiology)

 To fill gaps in knowledge on disease epidemiology and 
pathogenesis, drug efficacy, vaccines, modes of transmission, and 
reservoir hosts

 To respond to demands for scientific evidence by endemic countries 
and/or organisations engaged in NTTAT control

 To create awareness of NTTAT as high impact neglected diseases
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OIE NTTAT Network website

http://www.oie.int/nttat
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 Member list of the OIE NTTAT Network

OIE NTTAT Network website

Main information

 List of the main events related to the NTTAT
(Conferences, Minutes of the annual OIE NTTAT network meeting, etc.)

 Possibility to create a Member area

 Description of the different research areas and contacts
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Good governance of 
Veterinary Services
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Concept: Sustainable enhancement of capacity and 
expertise by supporting a link between an OIE 
Reference Laboratory or Collaborating Centre 
(parent) and a national laboratory (candidate) from a 
developing or in-transition country.

OIE Laboratory Twinning
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Conclusions

 Interest in NTTAT control and 
surveillance since OIE creation

 Still have a significant impact 
worldwide, especially in rural 
communities

 Recent creation of the OIE 
NTTAT Network to further
promote the surveillance and 
control of NTTAT
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